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GRAND LODGE SESSION 

MARCH 14-17 2026 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

Please join us for the annual Grand Lodge 

Session to be held at the I.O.O.F.. Event  

Center in Corsicana, TX! 

Please pre-register and purchase tickets no  

later than March 6, 2026! For forms and more 

information, please see page 11.  

 

If you have questions, feel free to call the 

Grand Lodge Office at 1-844-872-7438. We 

look forward to seeing everyone at Session!  
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Terry McElligott    

In Friendship, Love, & Truth 

Terry McElligott 

Grand Master 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

Welcome to 2026. Vivian and I spent the first two weeks in Germany 

visiting places linked to Martin Luther and the beginning of the Refor-

mation. When you see what was built 500 years ago, I ask myself how 

much we can build working together. The point of Odd Fellowship is to 

bring us together in relationships, projects large and small and inspire 

community in and out of the Order. 

With that in mind, I invite you to join Greater Houston #6 in San Antonio (yes, they’re taking it on 

the road, and they have their dispensation) for an All Degree Day at the San Antonio Scottish 

Rite building January 31st. Grand Lodge has received inquiries to start a new lodge. Greater 

Houston has volunteered their time and effort to turn a request into a reality. Spread the word.  

Session is coming. Don’t just save the date. Make plans to join us.  

Email me your choice for Odd Fellow of the Year. Let me hear from you. 

Grand Master’s Project— Please consider supporting the Grand Master’s project, Living Water 

International, which provides access to clean, safe water to families & communities around the 

world. For more information, please visit water.cc. Thank you for your donations & support!  
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James Curtis 

Brothers and Sisters, 

Well, I’m happy that the ice and snow have finally left us. The Grand 

Lodge Office had to be closed for two days, and we came in late one 

day due to the icy road conditions. I hope all of you were safe and 

didn’t suffer from any broken pipes or other weather related damage. 

The Grand Lodge Session is fast approaching, and I hope everyone is planning to attend. Be 

sure to get your registration form and payment to the Grand Lodge Office no later than March 

6th. The registration fee is $30 up until March 6th, but it will increase to $40 after that date.  

The General Arrangements Committee has been working hard to get the Grand Lodge and Re-

bekah Assembly Sessions all lined out. There will be a few changes this year. The Fun Night 

which usually happens on Friday night, will be on Saturday night this year. The Grand Master 

and President’s Banquet which normally takes place on Saturday night, will be on Sunday night. 

This information has already been sent out to the lodges and is also included in this edition of 

the newspaper for your reference. 

The December 2025 annual reports are due in the Grand Lodge Office by January 31, 2026. At 

this writing, we are still missing quite a few. Thank you to the Lodge Secretaries who have got-

ten your reports in on time!  

I will close for now and hope to see you all soon. 

In FLT, 

James Curtis 

Grand Secretary 

Grand Instructor 
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Ugly Christmas Sweater Contest 

3rd Place Winner — Betty 

Oates 

2nd Place Winner — Ray 

Parrish 

1st Place Winner — Ann 

Clagett 

Ugly Sweater Contest! Pictured: Jan Wilson,  Ray Parrish, 

Betty Oates, Donna Miller, Patsy Goss, Ann Clagett, and 

Martha Schlottman 

A Special Thank You 

From the I.O.O.F. Retirement Center, 
we thank everyone individually and all 
Odd Fellow & Rebekah Lodges for eve-
rything you have done for us. With 
warmest thanks, the heart remembers 
kind deeds and thoughtfulness. We all 
remember special people like all of 
you. Thank you so much for a won-
derful holiday season. 
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Betty, Joan, and Iva 

Christmas Morning 2025 

Cynthia and Martha Martha, Shirley, Cynthia & Ann 

Bruce, Linda, Jan and Patsy 
Sylvia P., Bruce, Jan & Patsy 

Betty, Joan, & Iva 
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Christmas Morning 2025 

Linda & Ann Martha, Shirley, & Linda David, Martha, & Shirley 

New Years Eve 

Bringing in the New Year with Sparkling Cider! 
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New Years Eve 

Entertainment provided by 

Dandy Don 
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New Year’s Eve Bingo 

Dan, Loretta, Troy & Billie were joined by Re-

bekah President Christina & Micki-Jones 

Hollaway, the twins, Edie Daniel of William 

Tell Lodge No. 27 and Lou Blahuta of Balch 

Springs Lodge No 64. The residents were de-

lighted with the special cash payouts for the 

winners to bring in the New Year in style! 

Christina and Micki made a delicious lime 

punch, brought sparkling cider & the fixings 

for ice cream sundaes for all.  
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New Year’s Eve Bingo 
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Springtown Lodge No. 75 — Salvation  
Army Support 

Since 2005, Springtown Lodge members ring the 

bell for the local chapter of the Salvation Army. For 

the past 20 years, Margaret Mottram (pictured left), 

now 99 years of age, hot or cold, wet or windy, has 

faithfully participated in that ringing. No one passes 

her without her wishing them a Merry Christmas 

and an invitation to all the children to ring her bell as 

she asks, “Do you want a candy cane?” 
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Aubrey Coy Dowell, Jr. 
October 4, 1934—January 3, 2026 

 Place of Birth: Bryan, TX. Parents: Aubrey Coy Dowell, Sr., and Minnie Lou Nash Dowell. Educa-
tion: Pasadena High School, University Houston—Associate in Science in Engineering Technolo-
gy. Military: United States Air Force National Guard. Marriage: Betty Powell Dowell, 43 years, 2 
daughters Dena & Lisa. Hobbies: His favorite hobbies were being a chauffeur for his two girls 
and their many activities, hunting and fishing. He was known for his love of the open road: an 
avid road trip warrior. In his elder years, he discovered and fell in love with taking cruises. Or-
ganizations: Independent Order of Odd Fellows. A.C. was a family man in the truest sense of the 
word. His family was the center of his life, and everything he did reflected that. Whether 
through his actions, his time, or his quiet dedication, he made sure those he loved always felt 
supported and cared for. He was known for his strong work ethic and sense of responsibility. 
A.C. worked hard, not for praise or recognition, but because providing for his family mattered 
deeply to him. Through his example, he showed what it meant to be dependable, committed, 
and steady. Along with that strength came a great sense of humor. A.C. had a way of bringing 
lightness into everyday moments, often with a laugh or a simple joke. He reminded those 
around him to enjoy life—especially with a cup of coffee or a huge bowl of ice cream close by. 
As a devoted father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, brother, brother-in-law, and uncle, 
A.C. leaves behind a legacy of love, hard work, and devotion to family. His presence will be 
missed, but the values he lived by and the memories he created will continue to live on through 
those who he loved. Preceded in death by: Father Aubrey Coy Dowell, Sr., Mother Minnie Lou 
Nash Dowell, Wife Betty Powell Dowell, and beloved Grandson Garrett Ryan Wilbanks. Survived 
by: Daughters, Dena Renee Dowell Grady and husband John of Houston, Texas, Lisa Kay Dowell 
Sterling and husband Darren Slawsen of League City, Texas. Grandchildren, Kristen Pickering 
and husband Kyle, Arlan Catney, Mason Sterling and wife Laura, Jordan Sterling and wife Sa-
mantha. Great Grandchildren, Blake Catney, Kylie Pickering, Katherine Pickering, Kieran Picker-
ing, and Addison Sterling. Brother John Dowell of Pasadena, Texas, Brother and Sister-in-Law 
Charles and Phyllis Powell of Livingston, Texas. 
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Yolande Kay Gustafson 
January 13, 1944—January 10, 2026 

Yolande Kay Gustafson, 81, of Waco, Texas, passed away Saturday, January 10, 2026. She was 
surrounded by her loving husband and family. Family and friends gathered for visitation Friday, 
January 23, 2026, at Wilkirson-Hatch-Bailey Funeral Home. A funeral service celebrating 
Yolande’s loving spirit and artistic abilities was held Saturday, January 24, 2026, in the chapel at 
Wilkirson-Hatch-Bailey Funeral Home. Burial followed at St. Olaf Kirke Old Rock Church Ceme-
tery in Cranfills Gap, Texas. Pallbearers were her sons Randahl Gustafson, Leo Gustafson, Lynn 
Gustafson, and Christopher Sproles along with her grandsons Gabriel Gustafson and Maxmilion 
Gustafson.  

As a native Texan, Yolande was born January 13, 1944, in Huntsville to the late James Washburn 
Howard III and Lulu Jacqueline Remy Crook. She was a beloved mother, grandmother, sister, 
and friend, known for her warm hospitality and the beautiful things she made with her own two 
hands. Yolande learned how to sew at a young age and over the years she stitched together not 
just fabric, but lasting memories for her family and friends. As a seamstress, Yolande sewed her 
loving touch into every piece she crafted, with her most prized creation being her own wedding 
dress, which she wore when she married the love of her life, Wendell Joe Gustafson, on January 
11, 1963. She worked for many years as a seamstress and upholsterer. Yolande continued to 
serve others with her artistic talent by working for Waco ISD as a Sign Language Interpreter. 
The communication and care she provided to students and those around her with American 
Sign Language will be long remembered.  

Yolande was preceded in death by her parents and one grandson, Alexander Michael Gustafson. 

Yolande leaves behind a legacy of love, creativity, and service to others, for her loved ones, es-
pecially her husband of 62 years, Wendell Gustafson. She also leaves behind her love and legacy 
to her brother, Brad Crook and his wife Linda; her sons, Randahl Gustafson and his wife, Tori; 
Leo Gustafson and his wife, Katie; Lynn Gustafson and his wife, Michelle; and Christopher 
Sproles and his wife, Leesha. Yolande is also survived by her adoring grandchildren, Lea Gus-
tafson, Alyssa Gustafson, Elizabeth Gustafson, Gabriel Gustafson, Alexandra Gustafson, Magda-
lina Gustafson, Maxmilion Gustafson, Christopher Sproles, Jr., David Sproles, Janika Sproles, 
John Crawson, and James Crawson; along with other loving family members and friends. 
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DATE EVENT WHEN WHERE 

FEBRUARY    

02/06/26— 

02/07/26 

I.A.R.A. President Testimonial—Pam Isenhower  Houston Airport Marriott at George Bush Intercontinental — 
Houston, TX 

02/07/26 Celebration of Life for Brother Dave Cothran 12pm Houston Heights #225 Lodge Hall, Houston, TX 

02/13/26 Grand Lodge Executive Committee Meeting 1pm Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

02/14/26 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

02/15/26 An Italian Valentine’s Dinner 3pm Fort Worth Lodge #251 
1501 Hemphill St. Ft.Worth, TX 76104 

02/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

02/27/26 Grand Lodge Finance Committee Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

MARCH    

03/06/26 GL Session Registration Deadline  Send forms & payment to GL Office, 3440 W. Second Ave., 
Corsicana, TX 

03/14-17/26 Grand Lodge Session  I.O.O.F. Event Center, Corsicana, TX 

03/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 
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