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Terry McElligott    
 

In Friendship, Love, & Truth 

Terry McElligott 

Grand Master 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

I hope everyone had a happy Thanksgiving and was able to share it with 

friends and family. Now the challenge of finding Christmas gifts for all of 

them.  

Please remember our residents at the Home and keep them in your prayers.  

I had a lovely visit to Springtown #75 and was pleased that Mineral Wells  

#440 was able to join us. Brother McGee had done some genealogy on the McElligott family and sur-

prised me with all he found. I was saddened to find out Brother Clarence Burleson passed away having 

just met with him.  

Vivian and I made the trek to Abernathy over the weekend. We are used to seeing nothing but corn and 

soybeans going north to visit our children. It’s a new experience to watch mile upon mile of cotton fields 

unfold. The Brothers and Sisters in Abernathy made the drive worthwhile. The visit was welcoming and 

the support for my Grand Master’s program was sincere and generous.  

I will be out of Texas at the end of December and beginning of January. Vivian and I will visit the children 

in Maine, New York and Michigan. Then immediately flying to Germany to accompany Vivian on a school 

trip to visit historical church sites.  

Vivian and I wish to thank the Officers and Staff of the Grand Lodge, all of my District Deputy Grand Mas-

ters and all the Brothers and Sisters who have been such a great help to me.  

Prayers for your holidays, your friends and your family wherever the season takes you. 

Grand Master’s Project— Please consider supporting the Grand Master’s project, Living Water 

International, which provides access to clean, safe water to families & communities around the 

world. For more information, please visit water.cc. Thank you for your donations & support!  
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James Curtis 

Brothers and Sisters, 

I was able to return to the office on November 17th after my heart 

attack. I would like to thank all of my Brothers and Sisters for the 

prayers you sent  my way. Each and every one was welcomed. I had 

a 100% blockage in one artery and the surgeon said it was the  

widowmaker. The Good Lord must not have been ready for me just 

yet. I am doing fine now, but the bad news is I am going to have to wait six months to a year to 

be able to do anything about my back and legs. I had an appointment to get more shots in my 

back three days after my discharge from the hospital, but the cardiologist called them and told 

them I could not take the shots now and that he would let them know when I can start them 

again. So you will be seeing me walking around with my rolling walker for awhile. Everything 

else about my heart was clear.  

I would like to take this time to thank the ones that called to see how I was doing and especially 

to Past Grand Master Troy Pennington and Billie Pennington for coming to see me while I was in 

the hospital. 

I just received word that Clarence Burleson has passed away. This Order just lost another great 

Brother. Let us all keep his family in our thoughts and prayers.  

Secretaries, the annual reports have been mailed out and you should have them by now. Re-

member every space has to have something in it, even if it is just N/A or None — just the space, 

not each line. Also, it has to be the one this office sent you by email or snail mail. If you do the 

one sent by email, print it out and put the seal of your Lodge on it and mail it back to us.  

By the time you read this, Thanksgiving will be gone so I hope that all of you had a good time 

with family and friends and Christmas is around the corner, so Merry Christmas to all and a  

Happy New Year.  

In FLT, 

James Curtis 

Grand Secretary 

Grand Instructor 
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Athens Fish Fry 
November 2, 2025 

Connie, Billy, Garry, Angela, and 

Horace at the Athens Lodge  

Barbara, Dessie, and Sarah 

Torrance, Loretta, and Gloria 

James Curtis 

Jason, Dessie, Mandy, Sarah and Barbara 

Connie Baker, Torrance Baker, Garry Bolch and Angela 

Bolch 

Billy Eggleston, Gloria Eggleston, Loretta Vernon, 

Dan Reynolds, Troy Pennington 
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Athens Fish Fry 
November 2, 2025 

Horace Ransome, Joe Westmoreland; back table: Kelly 

Westmoreland and Casey Westmoreland 

Dan Reynolds, Troy Pennington, Loretta Vernon, Gloria 

Eggleston, Billy Eggleston 

Elected Officers for Grand Encampment and  
Department Council 

The Grand Encampment and Department Council 

Annual Session took place on November 1, 2025, at 

the Corsicana #63 Lodge Hall.  

Grand Encampment Elected Officers:  

Grand Patriarch—John Woolsey, Jr.  

High Priest—John Reitzer-Smith 

Grand Senior Warden—Charlie Stephenson 

Grand Junior Warden—Renaud Cager 

Grand Scribe—Bruce Smith 

Grand Treasurer—Garry Bolch 

Grand Marshal—Meredith Moore 

Grand Representative—John Reitzer-Smith 

Alternate Grand Representative—Charlie Stephenson 

Department Council of Texas 

Department Commander—Col. Charles “Chuck” 

Ivy 

Deputy Commander—Lt. Col. Charles “Charlie”  

    Stephenson 

Department Adjutant—Brig. Gen. John Woolsey, 

Jr. 

Department Quartermaster—Maj. John Elkinton 

Officer of the Day—Capt. ( R ) Meredith Moore 
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Cypress Rebekah Lodge No. 22 — Community Work 

Springtown #75 & Mineral Wells #440 

Pictured L to R: Clarence Burleson, Lisa Welch, GM Terry McElli-

gott, PGM Jerry McGee, Betsy McGee & Pixie Belle, Meggan 

Welch, Jacob Welch, Clay Welch, and Margaret Mottram (sitting) 

Cypress Rebekah Lodge #22 was busy starting to prepare for Thanksgiving for a special 

family in the community. Here’s wishing everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving and a 

very Merry Christmas! Pictured L to R: VG Sabrina Knight, I.A.R.A President Pam Isen-

hower, Sara Evert, Darren Findlay, Peggy Idom, Terry Adams, Norma, Rena Healy, and 

Judy Stout 



12-DECEMBER 2025-TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS 

   



TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS-DECEMBER 2025-13 

   

Ennis Arts Commission delivered 

pumpkins from the fall festival to the 

residents. The children decorated 

them. 

Veterans Day 2025 

Veterans visited the Ennis Veterans Memorial 

Park for Veterans Day 

To all who served, thank you for your service. 
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Bartine Kathy Carol 

Betty 
Jan 

Iva 
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Joan 
Patsy 

Donna 
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Ann 
Martha Cheryl 

Halloween and Fall coloring by residents and family 
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Ennis Garden 
Club Visits  
Residents 
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Bingo with Dan, Loretta, Troy, and 

Billie on November 6 

On Thursday, Nov. 6, Grand 

Treasurer/PGM Dan Reynolds 

and Past President Loretta 

Vernon ate lunch with and 

hosted a special bingo after-

noon with the I.O.O.F. Retire-

ment Center in Ennis. They 

invited Troy and Billie Penning-

ton, and as always, everyone 

had a great time spending the 

afternoon with the residents.  

Grand Treasurer/PGM Dan Reynolds & 

Past President Rebekah Assembly 

Loretta Vernon 

PGM Troy Pennington, Dan 

Reynolds, Loretta Vernon, & Billie 

Pennington 
Resident Martha Schlottman 

explaining to Loretta & Troy the set 

up for the next game. 

Dan paying the winning resident 
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Billie paying the winning resident Ray Parrish concentrating on his bingo cards 

Residents coloring Thanksgiving. Pictured: 

Martha, Ann, and  Patsy 

Residents enjoy a shopping trip to Buc-ees!  

Pictured: Iva  DeSmidt, Shirley Malone, Ann Clagett, Donna 

Miller, Bartine Dickerson 
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Clarence Ray “Burley” Burleson 
February 15, 1945 — November 23, 2025 

It is with deep sadness that the family announces the passing of Clarence Ray Burleson on 
November 23, 2025. Clarence was born February 15, 1945, in Mineral Wells, Texas. He graduat-
ed from Graford High School and began his career in aviation at Southern Airways, Camp 
Wolters, Mineral Wells, Texas, training as a helicopter mechanic. Clarence worked as a me-
chanic, inspector, Maintenance Director and Technical Advisor for Aeospatiale (now Airbus) 
for many years with a four-year hiatus in Memphis, TN, working as Maintenance Director for 
The Hospital Wing emergency flight service. In December, 2014, he turned his last wrench and 
retired at Lake Weatherford, Texas. His work took him away from Palo Pinto County but his 
heart always remained where he grew up on Oran, Texas.  

In his younger years, Clarence was an avid deer hunter, camper and fisherman. He loved guns 
and weapons, tools, fast cars and helicopters. His mechanical ability was well above average 
and he could build and repair almost anything. If he couldn’t fix something, it was probably 
just not meant to be fixed.  

Clarence participated as a member of both the I.O.O.F. (Independent Order of Odd Fellows) 
and the Burleson Family Association for years, serving as a leader and officer in those organi-
zations.  

Clarence dearly loved all his family and friends and never met a stranger. He was a faithful 
and loving husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather. He is survived by his wife of 
35 years, Karen (Kay) Cobb Burleson, his sons Danny Ray Burleson (wife Marie), William 
Wayne Burleson (wife Britney), Derek Foreman (wife Ronda) and daughters Crystal Kay Bur-
leson and Misten Foreman; his sister, Laura Burleson Fouke; grandchildren Colton, Austin, 
and Dustin Burleson, William E.R. Burleson, Rachel Burleson Akins, Vivienne and Andrew 
Foreman, Ian and Maryn Milligan, Jasmine Sexton, Samuel Fuentes, Tyler Gay and nine great 
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents, Benjamin OT and Willie Alverine Bur-
leson of Oran, Texas. 

A Farewell Celebration will be held December 6, 2:00pm at The Venue event center, 204 N. 
Main, Graford, Texas. All family and friends are invited to remember and say farewell to this 
wonderful man, Clarence “Burley” Burleson. 
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DATE EVENT WHEN WHERE 

DECEMBER    

12/13/25 W.&O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

12/13/25 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

12/14/25 Grand Master’s & President’s Christmas Party for Residents  Retirement Center, Ennis, TX 

12/25/25 Merry Christmas  Grand Lodge Office Closed 12/25 & 12/26 

12/25/25 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

JANUARY    

01/01/25 Happy New Year!   

01/17/25 23rd Annual Thomas Wildey Memorial Degree Rally  Corsicana #63 Lodge Hall 

01/25/25 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 
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