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SGL SESSION 2026 

AUGUST 14-20 

EMBASSY SUITES BY HILTON  

DALLAS-FRISCO  

We are looking forward to a great 

Sovereign Grand Lodge Session this 

month!  

Additionally meeting will be the International Asso-

ciation of Rebekah Assemblies for the 108th Annu-

al Session, the General Military Council for the 

122nd Annual Session, and the Youth events.  

For more information, please see page 9.  

See you all there!   
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In Friendship, Love, & Truth 

Jason Ottwell 

Grand Master 

Jason Ottwell 

Brothers and Sisters, 

For as long as most of us have worn the three-link pin, we 

have packed our bags every August and traveled to some-

one else’s home turf for Sovereign Grand Lodge Session. 

This year, for the first time in a long while, the traveling shoe 

is on the other foot. From August 14th through the 20th, we 

get to do something truly special, we get to welcome the Or-

der home to Texas.  

Beginning this week, Odd Fellows, Rebekahs, Patriarchs Militant, and friends of the 

Order from across the country and around the world will gather at the Embassy 

Suites in Frisco. They will walk through those doors as guests, and it will be our job 

to make sure they leave feeling like family. That is what Texas Odd Fellowship does 

best.  

An undertaking like this doesn’t happen by accident, and it certainly doesn’t happen 

overnight. For more than a year, a dedicated group of Brothers and Sisters has 

been quietly doing the hard work behind the scenes so the rest of us can simply 

show up and enjoy the fellowship.  

I want to thank everyone on the Sovereign Grand Lodge Planning Committee for 

the countless hours spent on logistics, registrations, and the hundred small details 

that make a Session run smoothly.  

See You in Frisco 

To our visitors arriving from other jurisdictions: Welcome to Texas. We are honored 

to have you, and we hope you leave with new friendships and fond memories of 

your time here. To our own Texas members: let’s show them the hospitality we’re 

known for.  
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James Curtis 

In FLT, 

James Curtis 

Grand Secretary 
Grand Instructor 

Hello to all the Brothers and Sisters of this Order.  

We lost another good Odd Fellow this month as we lost Wayne 

McHenry on July 12th. Wayne will surely be missed as he has been 

Credentials Chairman for the Grand Lodge for many years. Rest in 

peace, Wayne.  

The Athens Rebekah Lodge No. 23 had an official visit from Rebekah  

President Arlene Martin on July 13th. Sister Arlene did a wonderful job of representing the Rebek-

ah Assembly. Dorothy Sumpter was Arlene’s traveling companion for her visit, and it was good 

seeing both of them. They stayed for our Odd Fellow Lodge meeting as well. I was proud of our 

members as we had a good turnout for her visit. One of our members, Past Grand Master Dan 

Reynolds, was in the hospital at that time and Troy and Billie Pennington were away on vacation.  

Brothers and Sisters, we have a young man on the Board of Trustees who has really impressed 

me. He is for the good of our Order, and it shows. The Board was looking for a person to fill Jack-

ie Laney’s position and one of the Board members reported he had talked to someone about it, 

but that person would not be able to attend every month. This young man spoke up and said we 

need someone who will be dedicated to the Order and be at the meetings each month. I was very 

proud of Brother Renaud Cager for saying that. To take care of the business of the Order, one 

needs to be here at the time the business is to be taken care of. Thank you, Renaud, for being 

one who is dedicated.  

I would like to thank the committee members who have been working with me on the Sovereign 

Grand Lodge Session. We have put in lots of long hours on this, and we hope everything goes 

well. I also want to thank Sovereign Grand Secretary Terry Barrett for what he has done for us. 

Without his help, I don’t know that we would have ever gotten it down close to being right. Terry 

Adams, Garry Bolch, Dan Reynolds, Pam Isenhower, and I will be in Frisco on Tuesday, July 

21st, and that is going to be the meeting where we put all things together and be done with it. We 

may have to make some slight changes during the Session, but hopefully not. I thought we were 

finished with the breakout rooms for the committee meetings, but when I got back in the office on 

July 22nd, I had two more requests for meeting rooms. I will have to address that with them at the 

session.  

I will close for now and let you know how things went at the Sovereign Grand Lodge Session in 

the next newsletter. Have a great day! 
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Celebrating 4th of July. Pictured: Darla, Patsy, 

Martha, Bill, Ann, Donna, Shirley, Jan, Ray, 

Mack, Brenda, Levonne, and Bartine 

Levonne & Rosanna (from Bristol 

Hospice) 

Gilda, Monica, & Rebecca 

Levonne 

Martha, Patsy, Ann, & Rosanna 

Ray Parrish & Mack Newman Ann Clagett 

Red, White, & Blue Ice Cream Celebration! 
Betty Oates 
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Pictured: Mack Newman, Jan Wilson, Patsy Goss, Joan Fraticelli, Bartine Dicker-

son, Ray Parrish, Donna Miller, Ann Clagett, Bill McElroy 

Bill McElroy 

Bartine Dickerson Donna Miller Patsy Goss 

Jan Wilson 
Martha Schlottman Residents enjoyed a shopping day! 

Pictured: Kathy, Shirley, Jan, Darla 
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Jan & Darla enjoyed shopping!  

Jan Shirley 

Jan Wilson Betty Oates 

A couple of residents 

(left) enjoyed July birth-

days!  

Shark Week (Bristol Hospice) 

joins the retirement center!  

Pictured: Martha Schlottman 

Patsy Goss Shirley Malone 
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Betty Oates 
Levonne Cannaday Donna Miller 

Ann Clagett 

Houston Heights Lodge No. 225 held a degree rally on July 18, 2026. The lodge 

had several Odd Fellows achieve their 3rd degrees, including Luis Del Aguila, Ed-

gardo Arroyo, Ryan Boudreaux, and Dave Smith.  
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Freddie Gayle Reed 

February 29, 1936 — April 20, 2026 

Freddie Gayle Reed, affectionately known as Fred, passed away on April 20, 2026, in his beloved 

hometown of Denton, Texas. Born on February 29, 1936, Fred was a lifelong resident of Denton, 

where he left an indelible mark on his community both personally and professionally.  

Fred proudly graduated from Denton High School in 1954 and furthered his education at the Uni-

versity of North Texas. With a sharp intellect and a quick wit, he was known for his great sense of 

humor, traits that endeared him to friends, family, and acquaintances alike.  

For over twenty years, Fred owned and operated Reed Electric, a business that served as a cor-

nerstone in the Denton community. His dedication to his craft and his commitment to customer 

satisfaction were hallmarks of his professional life. Beyond his work, Fred could often be found 

enjoying the simple pleasures of life, including a good meal at Boomerjacks, where he was a fa-

miliar and cherished presence any day of the week. Fred was also a longtime member of the In-

dependent Order of Odd Fellows. His membership was held at Denton Lodge No. 82 and he was 

an Odd Fellow for nearly 70 years.  

Fred’s family meant the world to him. He is survived by his son Lee Erwin; his daughter-in-law 

Tammy Erwin; his granddaughter Crystale Samuel and her husband Jason; his grandson Trent 

Erwin and his wife Makenzie; and his great-granddaughter Piper Erwin. Fred also leaves behind 

cherished memories with these loved ones who carry forward his legacy. He was preceded in 

death by his wife Ann Reed; son Richard “Ricky” Reed; daughter-in-law Deborah (Deb) Reed and 

granddaughter Cassie Reed.  

A graveside service to honor Fred’s life was held on April 25, 2026, at Roselawn Memorial Park in 

Denton, Texas.  

Fred’s life was a testament to integrity, hard work, and heartfelt connection, qualities that will con-

tinue to inspire all who knew him. His memory will forever be cherished in the hearts of those 

close to him and the community he loved so dearly.  
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Marshall Wayne (Wayne Mush) McHenry, Jr.  

September 18, 1947—July 11, 2026 

Marhsall Wayne McHenry, Jr., 78, of Greenville, passed away on Saturday, July 11, 2026, in 

Greenville, Texas, after a brief illness. A memorial service was held at 2:00pm on July 18, 2026, at 

Coker-Mathews Funeral Home Chapel with Mr. Randy Tarpley and Mr. Don Coppinger officiating. 

Wayne Mush, as he was affectionately known to family and friends, was a Greenville native and 

retired businessman.  

He was born September 18, 1947, in Greenville, Texas, to Marshall Wayne “Mush” McHenry, Sr., 

and Treva Glass McHenry. He graduated from Greenville High School in 1966 and served in the 

U.S. Navy from July 1967 to March 1971. In 2024, he was awarded the Congressional Veteran 

Commendation presented by Congressman Keith Self. The Commendation was received for his 

bravery and involvement in a 1968 military Russian interception of Seaboard World Airlines Flight 

253A bound for South Vietnam. Wayne and 214 other American troops were detained in Russia 

for several days before being safely released. After discharge from the U.S. Navy, Wayne re-

turned to Greenville, attended East Texas State University and joined his father in running the 

family business, McHenry Locksmith Shop.  

Wayne and Lillian Josey were married on December 31, 1976, in Greenville and would have cele-

brated 50 years of marriage in December of this year.  

He remained in the locksmith business for 47 years. As a second-generation locksmith, he per-

formed commercial and residential locksmith services specializing in safes. Semi-retired as a lock-

smith, Wayne went to work for the U.S. Postal Service in 2007, retiring in 2023. For several years, 

he was a member of the Greenville Veteran of Foreign Wars and the Noon Rotary. Wayne was a 

lifetime member of the Greenville Disabled American Veterans Chapter 81 and a 50 plus year 

member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.  

He is survived by his wife, Lillian McHenry; brother, David McHenry and wife, Terry; several niec-

es, nephews, and cousins.  

He was preceded in death by his parents and sister, Judy McHenry Bryant.  
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DATE EVENT WHEN WHERE 

AUGUST    

08/01/26 Houston Heights #225 Fish Fry 11am Houston Heights #225 Lodge Hall 
115 E. 14th Street, Houston, TX  

08/08/26 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

08/08/26 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

08/14-08/20/26 SGL Session   Frisco, TX 

08/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome.  

SEPTEMBER    

09/12/26 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

09/12/26 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

09/13/26 78th Annual Homes Pilgrimage 12pm I.O.O.F. Retirement Center, Ennis, TX 

09/25/26 Grand Lodge Finance Committee Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

09/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

09/26/26 I.O.O.F. Annual Picnic 12pm I.O.O.F. Park, Corsicana, TX 

Flocks of birds have 

been cooling off in the 

pond in front of the 

Grand Lodge Administra-

tion Building!  

Grand Lodge Admin. Building Pond 
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