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The members of Houston Heights Lodge #225 provid-

ed a degree rally on Saturday, July 19, 2025, that ele-

vated three initiates to third degree level. Two were 

members of #225, Laura Brady and Damon “Winn” 

Walton. The third was a member of Greater Houston 

Lodge #6, Colin Haile. An honored guest was DDGM 

John Elkinton. Members of both lodges enjoyed a fel-

lowship lunch afterwards. As Noble Grand Natasha 

Thornton reminded the attendees, it is wonderful for all 

to review the excellent teachings contained in the de-

grees of Fellowship, Love, and Truth.  
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Terry McElligott    

Greetings,  

As July comes to a close, I am happy to report on our 
accomplishments.  

I hope your lodge reviewed the forms Sovereign 
Grand Lodge sent to report your projects for Scholar-
ships, Drug Prevention, Living Legacy, Community 
Service, and Make a Difference. Take credit where 
credit is due.  

We were all saddened by the flooding in Texas. Odd Fellows have responded. 

Your lodge has received my letter suggesting donations. The Grand Lodge 

has contributed $5,000 to the effort. I received a call from Ray Jackson, 

Grand Master of Illinois, donating $10,000. Thank you. I pray for all the people 

who have suffered so greatly.  

I attended a meeting of the Mid-South Conclave. While many have forgotten 

about it, there is still interest in holding another meeting. Plans are for a meet-

ing in Shreveport July 17-19th, 2026. Let me know what you think: Yay or 

Nay.  

Nancy received a call that someone had books belonging to the Odd Fellows. 

I was able to meet them and have had a chance to identify them. One in par-

ticular is the Proceedings of the 1920 Grand Lodge. 492 representatives were 

identified. I think what a commitment it was to visit all the lodges without an 

Interstate.  

Vivian and I had a busy and lovely round of visitations. Thank you to Smith-

ville, and especially to the visitors who came out to welcome me. Thank you 

to Gonzales Lodge for a fine welcome. Larry Mercer was an excellent host 

and tour guide to the city. Thank you to Fred Ende for the warm welcome and 

fellowship. Thank you to DDGM John Elkinton and all the members from Hou-

ston who turned out to meet me in Conroe. And thank you to Houston Heights 

who were so welcoming. Congratulations on the recognition of their building 

as a historic landmark.  

In Friendship, Love, & Truth 

Terry McElligott 

Grand Master 
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James Curtis 

 

Hello to all members,  

As you all know, Texas had a really bad flood this month. A lot 

of lives were lost, and property was destroyed. I have been get-

ting calls from our friends from other states about making dona-

tions. On July 8th, Brother Al London of Florida called and on 

July 10th Sister Laurel Delony of California called to make do-

nations. I referred them to Arro Smith of Capital Lodge No. 23 

who grew up in that part of Texas and knew where to send the  

donations. My thanks to all of you who have made donations as I did not keep a good record 

of those who donated.  

On July 9th, I was very sad to read where Brother John Reynolds had passed away. I have 

known John since I met him at the wreath laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Sol-

diers.  

On July 11th, Past Sovereign Grand Master Danny Wood came by the office for a visit, and 

we had lunch together. He decided to stay for the Grand Lodge Executive Committee meet-

ing as we were meeting that afternoon. Before having lunch, we were talking about the Re-

tirement Center and Brother Ray Parrish. Danny and Ray are very close friends and he told 

me that Ray loves living at the Retirement Center. That’s what the Board members like to 

hear as we are working hard to provide a good home for our residents. Levonne is doing a 

fantastic job as our Director. We are currently in the process of doing some upgrades to the 

Home. We would love for our members to check us out at the Home when you think you are 

unable to continue living at your home alone. The food is great, and you will have company 

when you want it and will have other things to do as well. We have a sewing room, a puzzle 

room, and a game room and every now and then the residents play Bingo.  

On July 22nd, Junior Past Grand Master Charlie Stephenson, Rebekah Assembly Past 

President Terry Adams, and I met with the staff of the Embassy Suites in Frisco, Texas, 

where the 2026 Sovereign Grand Lodge Session will be held. Everything is working out real-

ly well for us so far. The Committee has really put in some time on this project. Deputy 

Grand Master Jason Ottwell was also in attendance at the meeting. I want to say a great big 

thanks to Charlie, Terry, and Nancy for all their help. Together we will pull this through!  

FLT,  

             James Curtis 

                   Grand Secretary 

                   Grand Instructor 
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CAPITAL LODGE NO. 23 

Capital No. 23 July Gifts 

The Capital Lodge No. 23 in Austin made two 

substantial gifts in July. We have a commit-

ment to give an annual gift of $12,000 each to 

two local children’s homes: The Settlement 

Home for Children and The Helping Hand 

Home for Children.  

Our gift to The Helping Hand Home is made 

during the summer to support their Summer 

Enrichment Program when their kids are not 

in school. We literally support “Educating the  

Orphan” by funding this program every summer.  

Pictured is Noble Grand Steve Johnson and the brothers and sisters of Capital No. 23 in the new 

Education Wing of the Helping Hand Home. We are arrayed under their “butterfly” on the donor 

wall recognizing the additional $50,000 gift for the capital campaign funding the new building in 

2022.  

As we received the increasingly dire news from Kerrville over the Independence Day holiday, I 

went to work to identify the best local relief agency in Kerr County to potentially support. After 

networking with some local Kerrville friends, I identified the Community Foundation of the Hill 

Country as the most responsible and trustworthy charity to support.  

At each lodge business meeting we hold a raffle for the members present to select a 501(c)(3) 

charity to earmark a $200 gift. Our Vice Grand, Brother Keith Crippen, selected the Community 

Foundation of the Hill Country to receive his $200. Our membership then held a general vote to 

donate an additional $5,000 for the Kerrville flood relief.  

Over the next few days, our Grand Secretary, Brother James Curtis, directed several out-of-state 

Odd Fellow Lodges my way for counsel. I fielded calls from Illinois, Washington State, and Flori-

da. As of this writing, I know the Tuscola Lodge No. 316 in Illinois raised $1,710; the Leon Lodge 

No. 5 in Tallahassee, Florida, contributed $7,500; and the Buckley Lodge No. 75 of Washington 

State mailed $1,000 to the Community Foundation.  

Our Grand Master Brother Terry McElligott has spearheaded a collection from the Texas Lodges 

and pledged $5,000.  

The Capital Lodge No. 23 of Austin is very proud of all our brothers and sisters across the juris-

diction of the Independent Order as well collectively work to “Relieve the Distressed” along the 

Guadalupe River in Kerr County.  

— Brother Arro Smith, Secretary of Capital Lodge No. 23 
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Corsicana Lodge No. 63, I.O.O.F. 
2025 Raffle 

Drawing to be held August 21, 2025 
$1 per ticket or 6 tickets for $5 

 $100 Gift Card to Academy Sports + Outdoors 

 $100 Visa Gift Card 

 Two 18 Hole Green Fees with cart ($75 value) 
Donated by The Oaks Golf Course 

 $50 Walmart Gift Card—Donated by Walmart 

 $50 Walmart Gift Card—Donated by Walmart 

 Ryobi 18v 3/8” Cordless Drill ($50 Value) 

 $25 Applebee’s Gift Card—Donated by Applebee’s 

 $25 Applebee’s Gift Card—Donated by Applebee’s 

 40pc Performance Tool Socket Set ($25 Value) 
Donated by B&G Auto Parts 

 Dual Hot Plate ($25 Value) 

 Mr. Coffee 5 Cup Coffee Maker ($25 Value) 

 Mr. Coffee 5 Cup Coffee Maker ($25 Value) 

To purchase tickets, please call the Grand Lodge at 844-
872-7438 and ask for Nancy. Thank you for your support!   

Houston Heights Lodge No. 225 

enjoyed a visit from the Grand 

Master and hosted a potluck follow-

ing a meeting.  

Installation of Officers — Ennis 
Lodge No. 227 

Pictured here is Ennis Lodge No. 227 

at the installation of officers. Dan 

Reynolds, D.D.G.M., Troy Pennington, 

P.G.M. and Billie Pennington of Ath-

ens Lodge No. 961, Bart McGibboney 

of Athens Lodge No. 961, and Ray 

Parrish pictured.  
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Cathy and Iva Patsy and Ray 

Bartine, Laura and Ann Jan, Patsy, and Ray 

Cathy, Iva, Ann, Laura, and Bartine 

The residents enjoyed a trip to Dairy 

Queen for an ice cream treat!  
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DATE EVENT WHEN WHERE 

AUGUST    

08/09/25 W. & O. Homes Board of Turstees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

08/15-21-25 SGL Session  Charleston, WV 

08/20/25 Texas Tribute to Pam Isenhower  Charleston, WV; following installation of President of I.A.R.A. 

08/25/25 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

SEPTEMBER    

09/01/25 Labor Day   

09/12/25 Grand Lodge Executive Committee Meeting 1:00pm Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

09/13/25 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

09/13/25 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

09/25/25 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

09/26/25 Grand Lodge Finance Committee Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

Please join us for our 23rd Annual I.O.O.F. 
Picnic!  

                      —    —    —    — 

We will be providing lunch, but please re-
member to bring drinks & desserts, and 
don’t forget the chairs, bug spray, and 
sunscreen! Lunch will be at noon.  

This is a day of fun and no business. There 
will be games, contests, and prizes to win.  

Please RSVP if you plan to attend; we will 
need a headcount for food. You may email 
info@iooftx.org or call the Grand Lodge 
Office @ 844-872-7438. We hope to see 
you all there!  
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