
TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS-APRIL 2026-1 

   

 

2026-2027 

Jason Ottwell 

Grand Master 

2026-2027 

Arlene Martin 

President 

The 186th annual session of the Grand Lodge I.O.O.F. of Texas and 

the 132nd annual session of the Rebekah Assembly of Texas were 

held in Corsicana March 14-17, 2026. 

Grand Master Terry McElligott presented the following awards for the 

2025-2026 term:  

• Odd Fellow of the Year—Charles R. Stephenson, Plano Lodge No. 

114 

• Outstanding Noble Grand — Renaud Cager, Plano Lodge No. 114 

• Outstanding Lodge Deputy—Peggy Smith, Garland Lodge No. 304 

• Outstanding Lodge of the Year—Greater Houston Lodge No. 6 

• Friendship, Love, & Truth Award—Capital Lodge No. 23 

• Unity Award—Greater Houston Lodge No. 6 and Plano Lodge No. 

114 

• Hospitality Award—Larry Mercer, Gonzales Lodge No. 38 

• Merit Award—Balch Springs Odd Fellow Lodge No. 64 and Balch 

Springs Rebekah Lodge No. 78 

• General Arrangements Committee—Darren J. Findlay 

Special Resolutions were adopted by the Grand Lodge which author-

ized Meritorious Service Jewels to be awarded to Grand Warden Ka-

ren June Bays of Denton Lodge No. 82 and Tommy Wright of Waxa-

hachie Lodge No. 80.  

HIGHLIGHTS CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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Jason Ottwell 

Dear Brothers & Sisters,  

What a week! The 186th Annual Session of the Grand Lodge 

I.O.O.F. of Texas has officially come to a close, and the energy leav-

ing the session is nothing short of inspiring. As we return to our home 

lodges, let’s take a moment to celebrate the milestones and the people 

who made this gathering a success. 

Honoring Our Leaders 

First and foremost, a heartfelt congratulations and a sincere “thank you” to Terry McElligott, Jun-

ior Past Grand Master, and Christina Jones-Hollaway, Past President. Their intelligent leader-

ship and tireless work over the past year have brought immense honor to our Order. We are 

stronger because of their dedication.  

We are also thrilled to welcome our newly elected officers for the upcoming term: 

• Karen June Bays: Deputy Grand Master 

• Brian Dodson: Grand Warden 

• Robert Gralla: Grand Treasurer 

A special note of appreciation goes to James Curtis, who continues his appointed term and re-

mains a vital asset to our progress. To all the appointed officers, District Deputy Grand Masters, 

and committee members—your service is the backbone of this Grand Lodge. 

Gratitude for the “Behind-the-Scenes” Magic 

An event of this magnitude doesn’t happen without an incredible amount of heavy lifting. We owe 

a debt of gratitude to the General Arrangements Committee, Balch Springs Lodge, Plano Lodge, 

and everyone that contributed both large and small.  

From the myriad of logistical details to the beautifully decorated tables at our lunches and ban-

quets, your attention to detail made every attendee feel at home. You turned a formal session into 

a truly beautiful fellowship.  

Distinguished Guests & The Road to August 

We were honored to host the Sovereign Grand Master, the Hon-

orable Tom Calabrese, who traveled from New Jersey to share 

his fellowship and wisdom. His presence was a highlight of the 

session, and it served as a wonderful “warm-up” to what’s coming 

next. 

 
PICTURED LEFT: TERRY MCELLIGOTT, TOM CALABRESE, AND JASON OTTWELL 
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In Friendship, Love, & Truth 

Jason Ottwell 

Grand Master 

Mark your calendars! The Sovereign Grand Lodge session is coming  to Texas this August. 

We look forward to welcoming the Honorable Tom Calabrese back to the Lone Star State and 

showing the entire Sovereign body our Texas hospitality.  

Looking Ahead 

I am eager to work alongside Arlene Martin, our new President of the Rebekah Assembly of 

Texas. Together, we are focused on a singular goal for the 187th year: Growth. 

Our mission for the next twelve months is to bring new members into our lodges and amplify 

the good works we already perform in our communities. Given the caliber of Brothers and Sis-

ters we have here in Texas, I have total confidence that this year will be one of our best yet. 

GAME DAY 

Residents play a hot game of UNO.  

 

Pictured Left: Londyn, Kathy, Shirley, 

Patsy, and Bartine 
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James Curtis 

Brothers and Sisters, 

The 2026 Grand Lodge Session has come and gone. All in all, we 

had a very good session run by Grand Master Terry McElligott. 

Thank you, Brother Terry.  

I would like to take this time to congratulate the members who were 

elected to office. Our new Grand Warden is Brian Dodson from  

Greater Houston Lodge No. 6. John Linden is the new Chairman for the Grand Lodge Board of 

Trustees. Also elected to the Board was Renaud Cager of Plano Lodge No. 114. We had only 41 

eligible voters in attendance.  

I want to thank Brother Grand Master Jason Ottwell for the lovely picture frame he made for this 

office to display photographs of the Past Grand Masters. We had no more room for them and 

already had two pictures that needed to be put up. When you come by the office, be sure to go 

down the hall and look at the new frame.  

Before I forget, we also have a new Grand Treasurer— Robert Gralla of Plano Lodge No. 114. 

Past Grand Master Connie Baker was reelected as our Representative to the Sovereign Grand 

Lodge.  

Past Grand Master Johnny Cantrell has decided that he wants to allow his name to be put forth 

for Sovereign Grand Warden at the 2026 Sovereign Grand Lodge Session in August and asked 

for the support of the Grand Body. The Grand Lodge voted to back Johnny.  

I will close for now and hope to see you all soon.  

In FLT, 

James Curtis 

Grand Secretary 

Grand Instructor 



TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS-APRIL 2026-5 

   

Ray Parrish, pictured left, 

celebrated his 95th birthday 

with family & friends on Feb-

ruary 26th.  
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The Honorable Sovereign Grand Master, Tom 

Calabrese from New Jersey, was in attendance 

and presented a special recognition certificate to 

Grand Master Terry McElligott of William Tell 

Lodge No. 27. He also presented special recog-

nition certificates and medallion awards to 

P.G.M. John F. Woolsey, Jr., of Greater Houston 

Lodge No. 6 and to Deputy Grand Master Jason 

Ottwell of Plano Lodge No. 114.  

Rebekah Assembly President Christina Jones-

Hollaway presented the following awards for the 

2025-2026 term: 

• Outstanding Noble Grand—July Perry, Cy-

press Rebekah No. 22 

• Friendship Award—Sabrina Knight, Noble 

Grand of Cypress Rebekah No. 22 

• Love Award—Mandee Clark, Balch Springs 

Rebekah No. 78 

• Truth Award—Illine Townsend, Harlandale 

Rebekah No. 179 

• Most Community Service—Balch Springs 

Rebekah No. 78 

• District Deputy President—Peggy Idom, Cy-

press Rebekah No. 22 

The Honorable I.A.R.A. President, Pam Isen-

hower of Texas, was also in attendance. She 

presented Special Recognition Certificates and 

Medallion Awards to Assembly President Christi-

na Jones-Hollaway of Balch Springs Rebekah 

Lodge No. 78 and to Mary Jo Creamer of Smith-

ville Rebekah Lodge No. 180. She also present-

ed a Golden Key Award to the Balch Springs 

Rebekahs and Odd Fellows.  

Brother Jason Ottwell of Plano Lodge No. 114 

was elected Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 

of Texas for the 2026-2027 term. Other officers 

elected to serve the Grand Lodge were Karen   

June Bays, Deputy Grand Master; Brian Dod-

son, Grand Warden; and Robert Gralla, Grand 

Treasurer. There was no election for Grand 

Secretary as James Curtis has two years re-

maining on his term of office.  

Sister Arlene Martin of Silver Leaf Rebekah 

Lodge No. 75 was elected President of the Re-

bekah Assembly of Texas for the 2026-2027 

term. Her emblem for the year is a Bee, and 

her traveling emblem is a Bumble Bee. Her 

colors will be yellow, black, and white and her 

flower will be the Sunflower. Her motto for the 

year is “Believe in yourself and others will be-

lieve in you too.” Her guides will be the Ritual, 

Bible, and Code of General Laws. Her scrip-

ture for the year is taken from Psalm 118:24—

This is the day which the Lord hath made we 

will rejoice and be glad in it.  

Other officers elected to serve the Rebekah 

Assembly were Mari McDonald, Vice Presi-

dent; Micki Jones-Hollaway, Warden; and Amy 

Box, Treasurer. There was no election for Sec-

retary as Sister Pam Isenhower continues to 

serve her unexpired term. 

The dates and location for the March 2027 

Sessions will be announced at a later time.  
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Past Grand Masters from Texas and other juris-

dictions gather in preparation of presenting  

Terry McElligott with his Past Grand Master’s 

Jewel 

P.G.M. Johnny Cantrell (right) presented Terry McElli-

gott (left) with a Past Grand Master Plaque that read:  

Presented to 

Past Grand Master 

Terrence McElligott 

2025-2026  

For 

Distinguished Service to his  

God, Country, and Humanity 

Sovereign Grand Master Tom Calabrese 

(right) presented a gavel to Grand Master 

Terry McElligott to symbolize his authority 

following his term as Grand Master. 

In true Texas tradition, the Grand Lodge presented a 

hat to Sovereign Grand Master Tom Calabrese.  

Pictured L to R: Grand Master Terry McElligott; Sov-

ereign Grand Master Tom Calabrese; and Deputy 

Grand Master Jason Ottwell 
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The newly elected officers for the 2026-2027 term. Pictured 

L to R: Robert Gralla, Grand Treasurer; Karen June Bays, 

Deputy Grand Master; Jason Ottwell, Grand Master; Brian 

Dodson, Grand Warden; James Curtis, Grand Secretary 

During the 2026 Grand Lodge Session, special resolutions were adopted which authorized Merito-

rious Service Jewels to be awarded to Brother Tommy Wright (pictured right) of Waxahachie 

Lodge No. 80 and Grand Warden Karen June Bays (pictured left) of Denton Lodge No. 82. The 

resolutions outlined the service and faithful devotion of these members to the Order, their lodges, 

and communities. Congratulations Brother Tommy and Sister Karen June!  

P.S.G.M. Danny Wood 
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Fun Night — Kentucky Derby Theme 
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With deep regret, the Grand Lodge Executive 

Committee accepted the charter of Waco 

Lodge No. 137 during the committee’s meet-

ing. The lodge was officially demised on Feb-

ruary 13, 2026.  

 

Pictured Left: Christopher DeCluitt of Waco 

Lodge No. 137 presenting his lodge’s charter 

to the committee.  
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The officers and members of Corsicana #63 

extend their appreciation to District Deputy 

Grand Master Dan Reynolds and his installing 

staff who traveled to Corsicana on February 

26, 2026, to install their officers.  

Pictured: Back Row—Officers of Corsicana 

#63—Stanley Black, Vice Grand; Jeff Minze, 

Noble Grand; Drew Pair, Inside Guardian; 

Tammy Minze, Treasurer; Coleman Chew, 

Right Support to the Noble Grand; Nancy 

Chew, Secretary; and Morgan Minze, Chaplain 

Front Row—Installing Staff—Dan McGettrick, 

Greater Houston #6; D.D.G.M. Dan Reynolds, 

Athens #961; P.G.M. Troy Pennington, Athens 

#961; and Billie Pennington, Athens #961 
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David Michael Sivernell 
December 20, 1947—February 21, 2026 

 David Michael Sivernell, 78, passed away February 21, 2026, while being cared for at the Dallas 
VA Hospital.  

Dave proudly served in the United States Air Force and was a devoted member of the Independ-
ent Order of Odd Fellows (I.O.O.F.), where he valued fellowship and community.  

He was preceded in death by his mother, Betty Ann “Sue” Sivernell, father Richard Bernard 
Sivernell and brother Richard Sivernell.  

Dave is survived by his children, Richard Maxwell Tovar (JoAnn) and Tonya Devore (Brandon), 
grandchildren, Jessica Smith, Taylor Smith, and Kate Tovar. He is also survived by his brother, 
Ronald L. Sivernell (Nelda), nephews, Ridgeway Sivernell (Melissa), J.R. Sivernell (Tesa), and 
niece Jennifer Sivernell Kasowicz (Ken) as well as great nephews and nieces.  

Dave shared many cherished years with his longtime best friend, Patty Whitehead. He also 
leaves behind Patty’s children, Melanie Campbell (Dale) and David Whitehead (Ashlee), as well as 
her grandchildren, Kyla (Zack), Katelyn, Colten, Kase, and Lexi, all of whom held a special place 
in his heart.  

Dave will be remembered for his quick wit, his funny jokes, and his ability to leave a lasting im-
pression on everyone he met. He was a true fighter during his ten-year health battle with can-
cer, a broken neck, and a crushed spinal cord. Even when told he might never walk again, Dave 
fought courageously and worked tirelessly to prove otherwise.  

The family extends a special thank you to the nurses and doctors of the Hospice Care Center at 
the Dallas VA Hospital for their compassion and dedicated care. 

Dave’s strength, determination, and love of life will never be forgotten. 
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DATE EVENT WHEN WHERE 

APRIL    

04/10/26 Grand Lodge Executive Committee Meeting 1pm Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

04/11/26 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

04/11/26 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

04/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

04/26/26 Annual I.O.O.F. Ex-Students’ Hi-Kids Homecoming 9am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

MAY    

05/03/26 Wreath Laying Ceremony at  the Tomb of the Unknown  Arlington , VA 

05/03/26 Athens Fish Fry 11am Athens Lodge Hall, 1301 Cayuga, Athens, TX 75751 

05/09/26 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

05/09/26 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

05/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 
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