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Welcome to the 50th Annual 
Northern Lights Juried Art Exhibition

This year marks the 50th anniversary of White Bear Center for the Arts’ Northern Lights Juried Art Exhibition. The annual 
show is a tradition in the White Bear Lake community; it started 50 years ago as an initiative between the White Bear Arts 
Council (which would later become White Bear Center for the Arts) and Lakewood Community College (which would later 
become Century College). Northern Lights exhibits artwork in a variety of media, from painting to ceramics to fiber art, and 

much more, chosen by a panel of professional artists. The Northern Lights Exhibition shines as a celebration of artists. 

This year’s judges are Neil Johnston, Helen Otterson, and Amy Wilderson. Each judge brought a wealth of experience to the 
decision making process. WBCA welcomes you to view the 101 pieces chosen to be on display in the Ford Family Gallery 

February 19-March 29, 2024

If you are interested in purchasing a piece, please call 651-407-0597.



Meet the Judges
Over the years, Neil Johnston has returned to various themes in his 
painting investigations. His work often responds to his interest in how 
time, environments, places, and memories have a lasting impact on people. 
Combining resin layers, collaged paper, letterforms, landscape views, GPS data, 
maps, and more, Neil experiments with themes of time, memory, space, and 
place. In addition to painting and the visual arts, Neil is a performing musical 
artist. He often speaks on how similar the music and visual arts process is, 
and how for him, they are very much intertwined. He also teaches at Century 
College and White Bear Center for the Arts.

Helen Otterson is a sculptor who works with ceramics and glass. Her work 
often draws from human cells and plant forms. Helen’s sculptures are part of 
permanent collections at the Mulvane Art Museum, Nicolaysen Art Museum, 
and the Plains Art Museum. Helen has completed numerous artist residencies 
around the globe including the A.I.R Vallauris in France and the International 
Ceramic Studio in Kecskemét, Hungary. Currently, she teaches at the University 
of Wisconsin, Stout.

Amy Wilderson is a jewelry artist whose work taps into memory, culture, and 
heritage by reviving forgotten treasures. She uses metalsmithing, wire-working, 
and knotting techniques to combine discarded items and reclaimed metals 
with gemstones that are associated with myth, power, and healing to create 
wearable, living stories. Her jewelry has been featured in exhibitions at Fresh 
Eye Gallery, Viewpoint Gallery, Minneapolis Institute of Art and more. Amy is 
also a member of the SistaSmiths jewelry artist collective, the Black In Jewelry 
Coalition, the Metalsmith Society, and the Northside Artspace Lofts
Community.
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Kyle Fokken 

The Fire Within 

Mixed media, found objects, steel, paint 

$1,500 

9" X 6" X 6" 

I am a mixed media sculptor who combines unrelated and diverse 

imagery into hybrid sculptures to create new cultural contexts beyond 
the individual parts. In my work, I employ found objects and folk art 
aesthetics as a way to talk about the passing down of cultural values 

from one generation to the next. These hybrid sculptures allow the 
viewer to linger and reflect on what we believe about ourselves, 

environment, and culture. 





















































 







































This activity is made possible by 
the voters of Minnesota through 
grants from the Minnesota State 
Arts Board, thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

Become a Member Today
Join a thriving arts community where you are welcome 
to grow. WBCA members experience the benefits of the 
arts year-round, and your membership helps make these 
opportunities accessible for all. Visit WhiteBearArts.org/

Membership

WhiteBearArts.org
651-407-0597

wbca@whitebeararts.org
4971 Long Ave. White Bear Lake, MN

55110



THANK YOU SPONSORS!

PLATINUM

Kathy & Lisa Madore, 
Edina Realty

White Bear Lake Lions Club

B&G Products Company

Schwieters Pottery

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE

Abbott Paint & Carpet
Auto Glass Express
Cities Credit Union
Designs by Mary
Hallberg Engineering

Heraeus Medical Components
Kim Gillespie, Joy Erickson Team, Edina Realty
Larson Engineering, Inc.
Manley Gardening
Premier Banks

Wet Paint
White Bear Country Inn/Rudy’s Redeye Grill
White Bear Eye Clinic & Optical
White Bear Smiles

Stonehouse Catering

Cotroneo’s Wine & Spirits 

H. Alan Kantrud, P.A.

The Joy Erickson Real Estate Team

Kowalski’s Market, WBL
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