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What the SEND Code of Practice Says:

Funding for SEN Support

Mainstream schools are provided with resources to support those with additional needs,
including pupils with SEN and disabilities. Most of these resources are determined by a local
funding formula, discussed with the local schools forum, which is also applied to local
academies. School and academy sixth forms receive an allocation based on a national funding
formula.

Schools have an amount identified within their overall budget, called the notional SEN budget.
This is not a ring-fenced amount, and it is for the school to provide high quality appropriate
support from the whole of its budget.

It is for schools, as part of their normal budget planning, to determine their approach to using
their resources to support the progress of pupils with SEN. The SENCO, headteacher and
governing body or proprietor should establish a clear picture of the resources that are
available to the school. They should consider their strategic approach to meeting SEN in the
context of the total resources available, including any resources targeted at particular groups,
such as the pupil premium.

This will enable schools to provide a clear description of the types of special educational
provision they normally provide and will help parents and others to understand what they can
normally expect the school to provide for pupils with SEN.

Schools are not expected to meet the full costs of more expensive special educational
provision from their core funding. They are expected to provide additional support which costs
up to a nationally prescribed threshold per pupil per year (In Thurrock £6,000 or 15 hours).
The responsible local authority, usually the authority where the child or young person lives,
should provide additional top-up funding where the cost of the special educational provision
required to meet the needs of an individual pupil exceeds the nationally prescribed threshold.

More information on schools’ duties and responsibilities in relation to children and young people with SEN or disabilities

is given in Chapter 6, Schools, in the 0-25 SEND Code of Practice.



