
 
 
 

The Great Vigil of Easter, 
Holy Eucharist Rite II, 

and Baptism 
8:00pm | April 4, 2026 

 

Welcome to St. Peter’s! From the moment you walk through these doors, you are part 
of our 136-year story. Many like you have come here before. Some seeking solace. 
Some seeking community. Some who are young. Some who are old. Some with deep 
faith. Some with deep doubt. Some who are here for a short time. Some who are here 
for their whole lives. Together, we are the saints of St. Peter’s, and we share the story 
of this place.  
In the Episcopal tradition, our worship is guided by The Book of Common Prayer, which 
can be found in the pews, along with the Hymnal 1982, but everything for today’s 
service can also be found in this leaflet.  
Restrooms are available in Bender Hall, through the north doors and down the ramp. 
There you will find individual restrooms on the left and men’s and women’s restrooms 
with changing tables through the second door and to your far right.  

This service is live streamed on YouTube. Please be aware you may be seen or heard 
by those worshiping with us online.  

St. Peter’s is equipped with a hearing loop for those using hearing aids.  

If you would like to learn more about St. Peter’s or to have a prayerful conversation, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out! You can find my contact information on the back 
of this leaflet. And again, welcome! 

The Rev. Derek Larson, TSSF  
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In the darkness, fire is kindled. 

Celebrant   Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord 
Jesus passed over from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed 
throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of 
the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we 
share in his victory over death. 

Let us pray. 

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness 
of your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may 
so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the 
festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and the Deacon 
leads in singing: 

Deacon The light of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Deacon, standing near the Candle, sings the Exsultet, as follows  

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout 
Salvation for the victory of our mighty King. Rejoice and sing now, all the round 
earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by our 
eternal King. Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, 
in radiant light, resound with the praises of your people. All you who stand near 
this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty for the grace 
to sing the worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus Christ his Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

Deacon The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Deacon Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Deacon It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole 
heart and mind and voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal 
God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true 
Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam's 
sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful people. 

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of 
bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land.  

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of 
sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of life.  

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose 
victorious from the grave. 

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your 
honor. May it shine continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the 
Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning--he who gives his light 
to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

Celebrant   Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved 
his people in ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the 
fullness of redemption. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word  

Abraham’s Sacrifice of Issac 

Genesis 22:1-18 

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" And he 
said, "Here I am." He said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of 
the mountains that I shall show you." So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; 
he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the 
distance that God had shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw 
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the place far away. Then Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the 
donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come 
back to you." Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his 
son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them 
walked on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, "Father!" And he said, 
"Here I am, my son." He said, "The fire and the wood are here, but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering?" Abraham said, "God himself will provide the lamb 
for a burnt offering, my son." So the two of them walked on together. 

When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar 
there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the 
altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the 
knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and 
said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." He said, "Do not lay your 
hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since 
you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me." And Abraham looked 
up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the 
ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called 
that place "The Lord will provide"; as it is said to this day, "On the mount of 
the Lord it shall be provided." 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, 
"By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have 
not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make 
your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by 
your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, 
because you have obeyed my voice." 
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Hymn:  Be Still, My Soul  Tune: Finlandia 

Be still, my soul! the Lord is on your side; 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
In ev'ry change he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul! your best, your heav’nly friend 
Thru' thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

Be still, my soul! your God does undertake 
To guide the future as he has the past; 
Your hope, your confidence, let nothing shake; 
all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul! the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled them while he lived below. 

Be still, my soul! when dearest friends depart 
And all is darkened in the vale of tears, 
Then shall you better know his love, his heart, 
Who comes to soothe your sorrow and your fears. 
Be still, my soul! your Jesus can repay 
From his own fullness all he takes away. 

Be still, my soul! the hour is hast'ning on 
When we shall be forever with the Lord, 
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
Sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored. 
Be still my soul! when change and tears are past, 
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

Let us pray. (Silence) 

God and Father of all believers, for the glory of your Name multiply, by the grace 
of the Paschal sacrament, the number of your children; that your Church may 
rejoice to see fulfilled your promise to our father Abraham; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea 

Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians 
advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said 
to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken 
us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of 
Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let us alone and let us 
serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 
than to die in the wilderness." But Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid, 
stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; 
for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will 
fight for you, and you have only to keep still." 

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to 
go forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea 
and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will 
harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I 
will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his 
chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have 
gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers." 
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went 
behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its 
place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. 
And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did 
not come near the other all night. 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by 
a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters 
were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming 
a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went 
into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At 
the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the 
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot 
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wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, "Let us flee from 
the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt." 

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the 
water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot 
drivers." So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea 
returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the 
Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; 
not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the 
sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did 
against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and 
in his servant Moses. 

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all 
the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam 
sang to them: "Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea." 
 

Homily: The Rev. Derek Larson 

Hymn:  Go Down Moses  (H1982 #648) 

When Israel was in Egypt's land, let my people go; 
oppressed so hard they could not stand, let my people go. 

Refrain: Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt's land; 
tell old Pharaoh to let my people go. 

The Lord told Moses what to do, let my people go; 
to lead the children of Israel through, let my people go. Refrain 

They journeyed on at his command, let my people go; 
and came at length to Canaan's land, let my people go. Refrain 

Oh, let us all from bondage flee, let my people go; 
and let us all in Christ be free, let my people go. Refrain 
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Let us pray. (Silence) 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own one day, you 
once delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from 
slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the 
water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered 
among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

God’s Presence in a Renewed Israel 

Baruch 3:9-15, 3:32-4:4 

Hear the commandments of life, O Israel; give ear, and learn wisdom! Why is it, 
O Israel, why is it that you are in the land of your enemies, that you are growing 
old in a foreign country, that you are defiled with the dead, that you are counted 
among those in Hades? You have forsaken the fountain of wisdom. If you had 
walked in the way of God, you would be living in peace for ever. Learn where 
there is wisdom, where there is strength, where there is understanding, so that 
you may at the same time discern where there is length of days, and life, where 
there is light for the eyes, and peace.  

Who has found her place? And who has entered her storehouses? But the one 
who knows all things knows her, he found her by his understanding. The one 
who prepared the earth for all time filled it with four-footed creatures; the one 
who sends forth the light, and it goes; he called it, and it obeyed him, trembling; 
the stars shone in their watches, and were glad; he called them, and they said, 
"Here we are!" They shone with gladness for him who made them. This is our 
God; no other can be compared to him. He found the whole way to knowledge, 
and gave her to his servant Jacob and to Israel, whom he loved. Afterwards she 
appeared on earth and lived with humankind.  

She is the book of the commandments of God, the law that endures for ever. 
All who hold her fast will live, and those who forsake her will die. Turn, O Jacob, 
and take her; walk towards the shining of her light. Do not give your glory to 
another, or your advantages to an alien people. Happy are we, O Israel, for we 
know what is pleasing to God.  
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Hymn: It is Well With My Soul 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea-billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, thou has taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul. 

Though satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 
And has shed His own blood for my soul. 
It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul. 

My sin, oh, the bliss of the glorious thought— 
My sin not in part, but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more, 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my Soul! 
It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul. 

And Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend, 
“Even so” it is well with my soul. 
It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

Let us pray. (Silence) 

O God, you led your ancient people by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire 
by night: Grant that we, who serve you now on earth, may come to the joy of 
that heavenly Jerusalem, where all tears are wiped away and where your saints 
for ever sing your praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Gathering of God's People 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 
heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against 
you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your 
midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in 
your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day 
of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach 
for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame 
and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in 
all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; 
for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 

 
Homily: The Rev. Derek Larson 

 

Hymn:  Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun (H1982 #544) 

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun doth his successive journeys run; 
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

To him shall endless prayer be made, and praises throng to crown his head; 
his Name like sweet perfume shall rise with every morning sacrifice. 

People and realms of every tongue dwell on his love with sweetest song; 
and infant voices shall proclaim their early blessings on his Name. 

Blessings abound where'er he reigns: the prisoners leap to lose their chains, 
the weary find eternal rest, and all who suffer want are blest. 

Let every creature rise and bring peculiar honors to our King; 
angels descend with songs again, and earth repeat the loud amen. 
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Let us pray. (Silence) 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your 
whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working 
of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole 
world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, 
and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are 
being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates      

Celebrant  The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

Presenter   I present Bella, Emma and Talli to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Celebrant Bella/Emma/Talli  do you desire to be baptized?  
Candidate  I do. 

Celebrant Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness 
that rebel against God? 

Candidate I renounce them. 
Celebrant Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and  
 destroy the creatures of God? 
Candidate I renounce them. 
Celebrant Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love  
 of God? 
Candidate I renounce them. 
Celebrant Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Candidate I do. 
Celebrant Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Candidate I do. 
Celebrant Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Candidate I do. 

Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support  
  these persons in their lives in Christ? 
All We will. 



 

 

12 

 

Celebrant Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ 
and renew our own baptismal covenant. 
 

The Baptismal Covenant 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 

repent and return to the Lord? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in 

Christ? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 

yourself? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect 

the dignity of every human being? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
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Prayers for the Candidates 

Celebrant  Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the 
Sacrament of new birth. 

Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ 
your Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come 
again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
Thanksgiving over the Water 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant  We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it 
the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the 
children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. 
In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the 
Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and 
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
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We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism.  In it we are buried with 
Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are 
reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we 
bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue 
for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for 
ever.  Amen. 
 

The Baptism  

The candidate is presented by name to Priest, who then pours water upon the candidate, saying 

Bella/Emma/Talli, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Then the Priest places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the 
cross and saying 

Bella/Emma/Talli, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as 
Christ’s own for ever.  Amen. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have 
bestowed upon your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the 
new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring 
and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and 
to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

After the Baptism, a candle is lighted from the Paschal Candle and given to the newly baptized 
with the words 

Bella/Emma/Talli, receive the light of Christ.  

Celebrant     Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

Celebrant and People    We receive you into the household of God. Confess 
the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in 
his eternal priesthood. 
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Celebrant  Alleluia, Christ is risen. 
People   The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia.  

The congregation is invited to ring bells and make noise to usher in the  
Feast of the Resurrection. 

Hymn:  Pascha Nostrum (Christ our Passover)  

God’s Paschal Lamb is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore with joy we keep the Easter feast;  
Forsaking sin, we share the bread of truth, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Now Christ is raised and will not die again; 
Death has no more dominion over him; 
Through him we die to sin and live to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

In Christ we see the first fruits of the dead: 
Though Adam’s sin had doomed all flesh to die, 
In Christ’s new life shall all be made alive. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's 
resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us 
in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you 
in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Epistle Reading: Romans 6:3-11 

Or don’t you know that all who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? Therefore, we were buried together with him through baptism 
into his death, so that just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 
of the Father, we too can walk in newness of life. If we were united together in 
a death like his, we will also be united together in a resurrection like his. This is  
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what we know: the person that we used to be was crucified with him in order 
to get rid of the corpse that had been controlled by sin. That way we wouldn’t 
be slaves to sin anymore, because a person who has died has been freed from 
sin’s power. But if we died with Christ, we have faith that we will also live with 
him. We know that Christ has been raised from the dead and he will never die 
again. Death no longer has power over him. He died to sin once and for all with 
his death, but he lives for God with his life. In the same way, you also should 
consider yourselves dead to sin but alive for God in Christ Jesus. 

Reader The word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn: We Know That Christ is Raised (H1982 #296) 

We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.   
Embraced by death he broke its fearful hold;  
and our despair he turned to blazing joy.  Alleluia! 

We share by water in his saving death. 
Reborn we share with him an Easter life 
As living members of a living Christ.  Alleluia! 

The Father’s splendor clothes the Son with life.   
The Spirit’s power shakes the Church of God. 
Baptized we live with God the Three in One.  Alleluia. 

A new creation comes to life and grows 
as Christ’s new body takes on flesh and blood. 
The universe restored and whole will sing:  Alleluia!  Amen  
 

The Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10  (please stand) 

Deacon The ✠ Holy Gospel of our ✠ Lord Jesus ✠ Christ according  
to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great 
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earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled 
back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 
white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But 
the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, 
see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been 
raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you 
will see him.” This is my message for you.’ So they left the tomb quickly with fear 
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped 
him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me.’ 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Homily: The Rev. Derek Larson (Please be seated) 

A moment of quiet reflection will follow the sermon. 

 
The Prayers of the People  (Form III; BCP p.387) 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 
Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
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Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 
The People may add their own petitions. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Celebrant  Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my 
own peace I leave with you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, 
and give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen.   

The Peace (standing) 

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

The Offertory 
The congregation is invited to offer gifts to God through the 
mission of St. Peter’s. Our ushers will pass an offering basin for 
your gifts, or you may give online using the QR code to your left 
or on our website. Thank you for your ministry of giving. 

Offertory Sentence:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 
an offering and sacrifice to God.  Ephesians 5:2 

Anthem:  Our Lord is Risen – Robert J. Powell      

Doxology  (please stand)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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The Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer D, BCP p.372 – standing) 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for 
you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before 
time and for ever.  Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you have made 
all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the 
splendor of your radiance.  

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, 
beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining 
with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, 
and glorify your Name, as we sing, 

Celebrant and People  (H1982 S-125) 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The people stand, kneel, or sit, then the Celebrant continues 
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your 
wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into 
our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all 
your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not 
abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that 
in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant 
with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 
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Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your 
only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good 
news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your 
purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed 
death, and made the whole creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose 
for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to 
complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification 
of all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, 
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at 
supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” ✠ 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” ✠ 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's 
death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and 
ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, 
from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and 
we bless you. 

Celebrant and People 
We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you,  
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
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Celebrant Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit 

may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, ✠ sanctifying them and showing 
them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of 
salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one 
spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by 
the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in 
peace. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with 
patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found 
favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you  
glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours,  

Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and 

ever. AMEN. ✠ 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread   S-154 

 

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

You are invited to receive communion this evening, an ancient practice intended for all baptized 
Christians, no matter your tradition. You may receive just the bread (which is full participation in the 
sacrament), or both the bread and the wine by sipping directly from the chalice.  You may also receive 
by intinction, in which case the minister will dip the bread in the chalice for you. You may receive the 
bread in your hand or on your tongue.  
Gluten-free wafers are available; please make your need known to the minister.  
If you would prefer not to receive communion, you may also come forward and cross your arms over 
your chest for a blessing. 

Hymn:   Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks to the Risen Lord (H1982 #178) 

Refrain:  Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.  
 Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his Name. 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth. He is the King of creation. Refrain 

Spread the good news o’er all the earth: Jesus has died and has risen. Refrain 

We have been crucified with Christ. Now we shall live forever. Refrain 

Come, let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our savior. Refrain 
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Prayer after Communion 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Priest blesses the people    

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through 
the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his 
blessing. Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into 
newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. 
Amen. 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting 
freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

Hymn:  This is the Feast of Victory for our God (H1982 #417) 

Antiphon:  This is the feast of victory of our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Worthy is Christ, the lamb who was slain,  
    whose blood set us free to be people of God.  Antiphon 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. Antiphon 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation.  Antiphon 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb for ever. Amen.  Antiphon 

For the lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  Alleluia!  Antiphon 
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Dismissal  
Deacon   Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the  

power of the Spirit.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People     Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

+ + + 
We welcome Bella, Emma and Talli Boone into the household of God 

and the family of St. Peter’s through baptism 

+ + + 

Ministers serving today: 
Celebrant: The Rev. Derek Larson  Deacon: The Rev. Denise Healy 
Organist: Helen Jones   St. Peter’s Choir 
Readers: Neal Ward, Jim Jeffries, Mike Booher, Christy Wilson 
Crucifer: Christy Lyle   Thurifer: Karen Price 
Acolytes: Charlotte Weronik, Phillip Weronik   
Eucharistic Ministers: Neal Ward, Jim Jeffries  Altar Guild 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you on our email list? More announcements can be found in our weekly 
“This Week at St. Peter’s” email. Remember that you can also check 
https://www.stpetersplantcity.com/calendar for up-to-date calendar listings. 

Readings for next Sunday, April 5, 2026 
Jeremiah 31:1-6, Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24, Acts 10:34-43, Matthew 28:1-10 

 
Easter Day- April 5, 2026 at 8:00am and 10:30am 

Join us for a magnificent Easter Day breakfast at 9:00am followed  
by an Easter Egg hunt for children. There is a suggested donation  
of $10 per person or $25 per family to support the day’s festivities. 

Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A-718716 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

https://www.stpetersplantcity.com/calendar
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EASTER FLOWERS 2026 

Flower Donations are made to the Glory of God and… 

In Memory of Beth Sistrunk 
by The Altar Guild 

In Loving Memory of Kyle Weronik and  
In Thanksgiving for our Children and Grandchildren 

by Scott & Starr Anderson  

In Memory of Friends and Family 
by Don & Priscilla Barnes 

In Thanksgiving for the Risen Christ 
by Chris & Jane Bender 

In Memory of Jim Black 
by The Black Family 

In Memory of Elisa Carr 
by William Carr 

In Memory of Bob & Mary Alice Steinke 
by Scott & Susan Collins 

In Memory of Buddy & Nancy Conner, and Barbara Blanton 
by Mark & Vicky Conner 

In Loving Memory of The Rev. Lester E. Durst 
by The Durst Family 

In Thanksgiving for Family & Friends 
by Sherlyn & Bob Eukovich 

In Thanksgiving 
by Sally & Lyn Fuhrman  

In Memory of Loved Ones 
by Richard & Evelyn Grant 

In Thanksgiving for Family & Friends 
by Cindy & Gregg Gutowski 

In Celebration and Thanksgiving for our Children: Casey, Kyle & Katherine 
by Jennifer & Mark Hamilton 
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In Memory of Gene & Jean Sprankle, Pap Pap & Nanny Sprankle,  
David Hubbard and Kenny Johnson 

by Barbara Hubbard 

In Thanksgiving for Cambell, Dylan & Hayes 
by Tim & Lindsay Hunt 

In Memory of Margie LeHeup and Exie Harris 
by Diana Johnson 

In Gratitude for our St. Peter’s Family 
by Betty Jones & Bud Caudle 

In Memory of Robert & Carolyn Manee 
by Martha Manee 

In Thanksgiving for my Family 
by Hilda McCarter  

In Thanksgiving 
by Anthony Miller 

In Honor of our Parents, Magnus & Margorie Flaws 
by Carl & Melissa Mustain 

In Thanksgiving 
by Darlene Nelson 

In Thanksgiving for our Family and Friends 
by Bruce & Maureen Nichols 

In Memory of Cecil, Mary, Reynold, George & Richard Bryan 
and William & Vivian Mallard 

by Nola Olatubosun 

Prayers for son & brother, Aden Price, in the U.S. Army 
by The Price Family 

In Memory of wonderful Parents, Peter & Doreen Rowland 
by Judy Reiz 

In Honor of my Children and Grandchildren: 
Lindsay, Ashley, Tim, Trey, Cambell, Dylan, Piper, Hayes & Presley 

by Mary Roberts 
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In Loving Memory of those we have lost this past year 

by John & Janet Santosuosso 

In Memory of Beth Sistrunk 
by Karen Sierra 

In Memory of Beth Sistrunk 
by Tom Sistrunk  

In Honor of Georgea Snyder 
 by George & Eda Snyder 

In Memory of Eda Murphy 
by Eda Snyder 

In Thanksgiving 
by Harry Solloway 

In Thanksgiving for our Grandchildren:  
Chloee, Cole, Evan, Piper, Eli, Jena, Rylie, Presley, & Cash 

by Margaret Stevens & Wayne Parrish 

In Loving Memory of Kyle Weronik 
by The Stevens Family 

In Thanksgiving for Piper and Presley Stevens 
by Trey & Ashley Stevens 

In Thanksgiving for Family and Friends 
by Jane & John Williams 

For Blessings Received 
by Jim & Pat Winkler 
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Parish Administration: 
Rector: The Rev. Derek Larson, TSSF  
Deacon:  The Rev. Denise Healy 
Parish Administrator: Sarah Dean 
Director of Music Ministries: Helen Jones 
Treasurer: Trey Stevens 
Sexton: Tony Wilson 
Vestry:  Sandy Black, Mark Conner, Ron Everett (Junior Warden),  

   Lindsay Hunt, Diana Johnson, Christy Lyle (Senior Warden), 
   Brian Reid, Eda Snyder, Chris Thomas 
 

 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church |302 N. Carey St |Plant City, FL  33563 
Office Phone: 813-752-5061 Office Email: st.peterspc@verizon.net 

Office Hours: Monday–Thursday 9am–3pm 
Fr. Derek Larson email:  rector@stpetersplantcity.com 

Deacon Denise Healy email: revdzz@gmail.com 
Christy Lyle/Senior Warden email: seniorwarden@stpetersplantcity.com 

www.stpetersplantcity.com 
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