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NMS

NATIONAL MORTUARY

Let our family take care of yours.

We Are Available to Take Your Call 24./7

EXPCI‘tS In:
Domestic & International Shipping
Airline Transfers

Cremation - Flight Booking

E.mhaln‘ung 7 LI\’EIT

Airline & Shipping Requirements

Consulate Paperwork & Translation natlmortuaryshipping.com
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814-566-0190 717-666-4187
aspitzer@dodgecocom  jhindes@dodgeco.com

shop.dodgeco.com 1-800-443-6343

NSS Life. [Rihfhia

3 Helping families protect
® Family Matlers... their assels

bl é@{ﬁ  Gswrance Since 1890
Why people like NSS Life?

* Easy, simple products

* Plan 2 growth rate of 2.75%

* Flex Annuity option that allows
for additional payments

* 24 hr. turnaround on claims

* Commissions paid twice a month

Contact us to join our family!
(724) 731-0094

1301 Ashwood Drive, Canonsburg, PA 15317
www.nsslife.org




MONTHLY MENTIONS
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e March 3 is Holi, the Indian “Festival of Colors” that
marks spring and renewal.

» March 8 is the start of Daylight Saving Time, which
begins at 2:00 A.M. that day. If your area observes it,
don’t forget to “spring forward” and set the clocks one

hour ahead, or you may find yourself an hour late to
everything!

e March 17 is St. Patrick’s Day. According to folklore,
folks wear a shamrock on St. Patrick’s Day because the

saint used its three leaves to explain the Trinity.

e March 20 brings about the March equinox—also called

the vernal or spring equinox in the Northern
Hemisphere—marking the beginning of spring. In the
Southern Hemisphere, this date marks the autumnal
equinox and the beginning of fall. On this day, the Sun

stands directly over Earth’s equator.

The Full Worm Moon

March’s Full Moon, the Worm Moon, reaches peak illumination
on the morning of Tuesday, March 3, 2026. There is going to be
a full lunar eclipse, also known as a Blood Moon..


https://www.almanac.com/holi
https://www.almanac.com/content/when-daylight-saving-time
https://www.almanac.com/content/st-patricks-day
https://www.almanac.com/content/first-day-spring-vernal-equinox
https://www.almanac.com/content/first-day-fall-autumnal-equinox
https://www.almanac.com/content/first-day-fall-autumnal-equinox
https://www.almanac.com/what-blood-moon-and-isnt

PENNSYLVANIA
VAULT COMPANY

-

Your Local, Independent,
Family-Owned
Burial Vault Company

Large enough to serve you, small enough to know you!

= Serving Western Pennsylvania since 1932,

= Available by phone 24/7 .

= High Quality Concrete Vaults that Exceed Industry Standards.
= Complete Professional Graveside Services.

717 West Pittsburgh Street @ 846 Benshoff Hill Road
Greensburg, PA 15601 Johnstown, PA 15906
Fhone: 724-837-3620 ORIC Phone: 814-535-3633

Fax: 724-837-6928 Fax: 814-535-4644
A

SR Doric plants are certified by the National Concrete Burial Vault Association
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One thing I've learned over the past year, since
purchasing Coleman-Taylor Funeral Services, is that
none of us do this work alone. That's exactly why
these associations matters.

It's easy to think of meetings and CE hours first, but
what we really have is a group of professionals who
care deeply about serving families well and
protecting the future of funeral service.

Leadership is not about having all the answers. It's
about being willing to ask questions and figure it
out, together.

How can we serve families more intentionally?
How can we educate our communities before they
ever walk through our doors?

How can we honor tradition while still moving our
profession forward?

Through this association, we advocate for funeral
service, support one another, and challenge each
other to grow. When we share ideas, have honest
conversations, and show up for one another, we
strengthen not just our own firms, but the
profession as a whole.

I'm truly thankful to serve alongside people who
care about doing things the right way, who are open
to growth, and who aren’t afraid to embrace
thoughtful change. Together, we have the
opportunity to shape the future of funeral service;
responsibly, respectfully, and always with families
at the center.

Katlyn L. (Taylor) Taueetia
ACFDA Trustee




MEET THE T
BOARD

2026 Federated Member

My name is Katlyn L. Taueetia, and | am the proud
owner and funeral director at Coleman-Taylor
Funeral Services in Cecil, PA. | am a second-
generation funeral professional, and am serving as
President of the Southwestern Funeral Directors
Association of Pennsylvania. | am currently
participating in the National Emerging Leaders
Program through the NFDA. | am committed to
compassionate service, professional leadership,
community involvement and continuing education.
In my free time, | enjoy working out, reading and
spending time with my husband and two dogs.




'GET AWAY

FROM THE

NO GROWTH BANK

FOR GOOD!

Fraternal Option

« High Growth 3% Compounded Interest
« Simple Paperwork

« 24-7 Support (evenings & weekends)

« No Insurance Test Required

€ NSS Life Pre-Need

Team up with VPP & NSS Life:

 Turnkey and custom preneed programs * Fye-catching direct mail campaigns
© In-house recruitment and training of sales agents e Turnkey PowerPoint presentations for niche marketing
o Exclusive aftercare program ® Access to our VPP Travel Assurance Plan

CALL TODAY TO LEARN MORE!

> o

Vantage Point

Rick Poholsky PRENEE D
724-744-0397




“The Funeral Directors Crematory”

PITTSBURGH CREMATION SERVICE

FRED DONATELLI, OWNER
145 CEMETERY LANE ¢ PITTSBURGH, PA. 15237

(412) 939-3299 FAX (412) 931-8387

Offering the FHighest Standard of Senvice

Member Crematian Association of Narth America

Alphonso Berardelli Jr. Funeral Supplies

“BIG AL”

World Headquarters
125 Ruth Street Unit 305, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 152l
Phone: H12-580-0426 - Fax: H12-930-0935
- Memorial Books Thank You Cards Crucifixes - Prayer Cards

end) mﬁdfu'nf, elye yiw need
“JUST ASK AL”

Renke Levery, Tuc.

412-920-4500
126 McClellan Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15236

S ean G’atn’c& Qgga;z
Bagpiper
f \ Full Time f \

Third Generation
Former World Champion

Quarter Century of Experience

Pittsburgh, PA (412) 726-0218 | sprbagpiper@gmail.com | www.sprbagpiper.com
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www.messengerstationery.com

Serving the funeral industry for over 110 years!

Gary Marks
412 527-0484
gary.m.marks@comcast.net

Save time. Save money. Save my number.
Its’ the only one you need!

&7/(@35;ew,(g.eﬂ}-:J =rr Thumbi y

EXPRESS FUNERAL FUNDNG

. Jefferson Hills
Chematory

2240 State Route 51, Jelferson Mills, PA 15025

Phone: (412) 384-6836
Fax: (412) 233-3272

*Please call for info and pricing.
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Mark L Donato
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Paul J. Wolfhope



THE ALLEGHENY COUNTY FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION |
CoNTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY

Date: March 18th , 2026

Location: : CORE Center for Organ Recovery & Education
204 Sigma Drive, RIDC Park
Pittsburgh, PA 15238

Course: “Donations and the Funeral Directors”™

Course Start Time: 4:30 pm
Presenter: TJ Roser
Credit Hours: 1

Immediately following the course all participants will have an
opportunity to tour the facility.

Light refreshments and an open bar will be available beginning at
4:00pm.

The State Board of Funeral Directors has approved each program for 1
PACE credit. The entire meeting must be attended to receive your
certificate for this CEU. ACFDA members are free. Non-members

will be charged $100.00.

Please register with Ashley at acfda2020@gmail.com or call
412-678-3434.




PIMS 1O HOST JOB FAIR EVENT — MARCH |3

PITTSBURGH INSTITUTE OF MORTUARY SciiNnct (PIMS) witr,
HOST AN JOB FAIR EVENT ON Friday, March 13, AT THE
PIMS caMPUS. THE EVENT IS DESIGNED TO CONNECT
FUNERAL SERVICE FIRMS WITH SOON-TO-GRADUATE STUDENTS
AND ALUMNI SEEKING EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES.

PARTICIPATING FIRMS AR INVITED TO DELIVER A BRIEF 35
MINUTE PRESENTATION HIGHLIGHTING KLY INFORMATION
ABOUT THEIR ORGANIZATION, INCLUDING LOCATION, CALL
VOLUME, CAREER OPPORTUNITIES, ETC. THE FORMAT ALLOWS
EMPLOYERS TO INTRODUCE THEIR FIRM TO PROSPECTIVE
CANDIDATES IN A FOCUSED AND PROFESSIONAL SETTING.

FOLLOWING PRESENTATIONS, INTERESTED CANDIDATES WILL
HAVLE RESUMLS AVAILABLIE: AND MAY PARTICIPATLE IN IN-PERSON
INTERVIEWS THROUGHOUT THE DAY.

FIRMS INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING ARE ENCOURAGED TO
REQUEST A REGISTRATION FORM BY CONTACTING:

NicoLr ELACHKO
412-362-8500 gxT. 113
NELACHKO(@PIMS.EDU

PRESENTATION TIMES WILL BE ASSIGNED ONCE ALL
PARTICIPANTS ARLE CONFIRMLD.




GRIEF TALKS &9)

EDUCATIONAL WEBINARS FROM THE HIGHMARK CARING PLACE

JANUARY 7, 2026

What Is a Death Doula? Holding Space for Life's
Final Chapter

BETH MONTGOMERY, CERTIFIED DEATH DOULA

This talk will explore how death doulas transform
fear into connection by supporting both the dying
and the living through end-of-life transitions,
offering valuable insights and practical skills to
reshape your perspective on death.

MARCH 11, 2026

Holistic Grief Experiences: An Integration of
Mind, Body, and Spirit

GRIEF TALKS CONFERENCE

Save the date for our virtual Grief Talks
Conference! A full day of learning where we
will explore the interconnectedness of mind,
body, and spirit in navigating loss.

APRIL 1, 2026

Beyond the Behavior: Relationship-Based
Behavior Management for Grieving Children
MELISSA REAGAN, MSW, LSW, CT
KRISTEN HUBER, MS, LPC, FT

Do you run peer support groups for grieving
children? Join us to learn more about building
meaningful relationships and creating
emotionally safe environments.

MAY 6, 2026

When Grief Takes a Toll: Supporting Those Who
Support Others

HIGHMARK CARING PLACE & SPECIAL GUEST

This webinar will explore the concept of how
personal experiences and past struggles can be
transformed into powerful tools for empathy and
professional growth.

SEPTEMBER 2,2026

Helping Children Navigate Grief: When Community
Tragedies Make the World Feel Unsafe
HIGHMARK CARING PLACE & SPECIAL GUEST

Discover practical strategies for supporting
children as they navigate grief, particularly when
community tragedies disrupt their sense of safety
and security.

OCTOBER 7, 2026
How to Work with Grief & Loss, from the Inside Out
GINA GOTH, M.ED., CAC, LPC

This workshop offers attendees a supportive
space to explore and process the grief they
personally carry, providing essential knowledge,
practical tools, and reflective opportunities to
better understand grief and loss.

NOVEMBER 19, 2026
CHILDREN'S GRIEF AWARENESS DAY

Join us for a special Children's Grief Awareness Day
edition of Grief Talks.

W For more information, join our mailing list at bit.ly/grieftalksinfo n— 8

“HIGHMARK
PLACEe
finding hope in grief

09000

highmarkcaringplace.com



Style and Strength.
That’s the Wilbert Way

Structurally sound and beautifully designed, Wilbert sets thestandard for lined and sealed burial vaults. Con-
structed of high strength concrete and reinforced with a plastic liner, a Wilbert vault helps protect the casket
and its contents from ground contaminants entering the gravesite and from immense overhead weight. Along
with a wide range of colors and materials, many Wilbert models are designed to allow for a personalized vault
cover for display during the ceremony.

Families can capture a cherished memory or highlight a loved one's spirit, passion and personality for a mean-
ingful tribute that will be admired and appreciated by all who attend the service at the cemetery.
‘Who says a vault can't be strong and stylish? That's the Wilbert Way.

"Serving all of Western Pennsylvania"
% GREAT LAKES
‘ Vll"l.'l' & PRECAST

s 7744598400
>

Commemorating First Responders provides
families of firefighters, law enforcement of-
ficers and emergency medical personnel who
have died in the line of duty with a tribute
worthy of their valor and sacrifice.

At no charge to the family, Wilbert will do-
nate a Stainless Steel Triune® burial vault
with personalization. If permitted, a
WilbertWay graveside service may also be
included.

For cremation families, we offer a choice of
any urn from our Cremation Choices catalog,
and a Stainless Steel Triune® urn vault with
personalization for memorial tribute. Urn en-

graving and shipping are also provided at no
Stamless Steel 4Tnune® Um cost to the family.
urn. Wilbert Stainless Steel ial
vaults and urn vaults pro- For more details about the program to honor

memorating First Responders . .
ized with a Wilbert Legacy fallen heroes in your community, contact

hero’s profession (if availa- your local Wilbert representative or visit
personalized with photos. www.wilbert.com.

Pictured Above: Wilbert
Vault with Arlington®
Triune® burial vault. Bur-
vided through the Com-
program can be custom-
Series print depicting the
ble) or a Legacy Il print
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‘Matthews Aurora

FUNERAL SOLUTIONS

Experience the Matthews Aurora™

reme
you

mber

DIFFERENCE.

IF you want to
generate more
revenue with

each cremation.
What is the Matthews Aurora™
Difference?

We are committed to providing the
tools and training to help funeral
professionals educate families about
all of their choices for cremation. Our
industry-leading cremation program,
I'll Remember You®, has proven
success growing cremation revenue by
promoting the value of funeral service
along with a flexible, wide-ranging
merchandise selection to build a
memorable farewell. Contact us today
to learn how I’ll Remember You® can
help grow your business while better
serving your families.

Discover Matthews Aurora™ Funeral Solutions.

Pleasecontactus at1.800.457.1111 tobeconnectedwithyour
Matthews Aurora Funeral Service Consultant.

MAFS-11852-2024 © 2024 Matthews International Corporation, all rights reserved.
MATTHEWS® and MATTHEWS INTERNATIONAL® are registered trademarks of Matthews International Corporation.



Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association
2026 Board of Trustees

President: Mya Garrett Vice President: LeeAnn Sherman
Thomas-Little Funeral Service Inc Brady Funcral [ome
305 Main Street Imperial PA 15126 920 Cedar Avenue Pgh, PA 15212
724- 695-2800 412-321-0495

Treasurer: Emily Y Lowe

Secretary: Anna F Nesbit
George Irvin Green Funeral Home

Soxman Funeral Home
7450 Saltsburg Rd, Pgh, PA 15235 3511 Main St, Homestead, PA 15120
412-793-3000 412-461-6394

Immediate Past President: Jesse McElroy-Torquato
Perman Funeral Home
923 Saxonburg Blvd.Pgh PA 15223
412-486-3600

Domenic Ferrari: 221 N 2nd Ave, Elizabeth, PA 15037............... 412-384-5100
Brandon Mosby: 2644 Wylie Avenue Pgh. PA 15219................ 412-621-9644
Tan Gilbert 6028 Smithfield St, Boston, PA [5135......... 412-751-5000
Katlyn Taucctia 3378 Millers Run Rd, Ceeil, PA 15321............. 724-745-9510
IExecutive Director: Ashley Urlakis-PO Box 23 Ven. PA 15367..412-678-3434

Committees

Legislative: J. Hahn & K. Taucetia ~ Membership: M. Garrett & D. Ferrari
Cem: & Hos: I. Gilbert & B. Mosby Program: J Torquato & M Garrett
Education: L Sherman & E. Lowe Public Rel: A. Nesbit & K. Taucctia

A/ T°TYNA

ALLEGHENY COUNTY FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION

4\ 1 L JI\




PEDA Pennsylvania Funeral
Directors Association
7441 Allentown Boulevard Harrisburg, PA 17112

1-717-545-7215 - 1-800-692-60068 - FAX 1-717-545-7360
www.ptda .org

2026 Board of Governors
President: Jeffrey Baronick President Elect :Angela M. Ulen
211 S. Main Street 3532 Walnut Street
DuBois PA 15801 Harrisburg, PA 17109
814-371-2040 (717) 651-1000
Past President: Christopher J. Calvey Scerctary/Treasurer: Frederick B, Welker.
111 Colburn Avenue 125 N. Main Street
Clarks Summit, PA 18411 Jersey Shore, PA 17740
(570) 586-0811 (570) 398-1225

District Governors

District 1: Jennifer L. Tomon District 7: Timothy McLoone

97 Grim Avenue 142 North Main Street

Ellwood City, PA 16117 North Wales, PA 19454

724-752-1556 215-699-3442

District 2: James Hahn District 8: Milian E. Rodriguez

547 8 th St. Ambridge PA 15003 1101 E. Erie Avenue Philadelphia, PA 19124
724-266-2549 215-537-8686

District 3: Marc Zmijowski District 9: William Spence

PO Box 517 Roscoe, PA 15477 40 North Charlotte St. Manhceim PA 17545
724-938-9323 T17-664-227()

District 4: Scott I, Kaufman District 10: Michelle Muccio-Krise

2102 Northway Road Willspt., PA 17701 151 N. Michael St. St Marys PA 15857

570- 323-1544 S14-834-4317

District 5: Gregory L Myer Quaker Statc: Tasha Dugan

382 Church St Montrosc PA 18801 225 Belmont Avenue Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
570-278-8100 610- 668-9900

District 6: Open

Office Staff
[ 3eeWIVE IDIHEEIO . ooooccmmassamsnmssmmamsenasssmamssasssams s Adam Shaffer
General Counsel Wesley Rish, Esquire
Membership Coordinalors...........oo Lisa Fraclich
Meeting & Convention Coordimator ... Alisha Instasi
Accounting Manager .o Licsl Keener
Administrative ASsistant.......................... Abigail S. Bennett

Trust Administrators ........ooceeeeeeeeenn. Deb Miller & Emilie Rudder




Pennsylvania State Board of Funeral Directors

PO Box 2649 Harrisburg, PA 17105
Phone: 717-783-3397 Fax 717-705-5540
Consumer Complaints: 1-800-822-2113

Email: st-funeral@pa.gov

Kenneth DuPree
Chairperson

Greg Furlong
Vice Chairperson

Eric D. Ruggeri— Secretary
Board Secretary

Jenniler Kirk
Designee for the Office of Attorney General Consumer Protection

Arion R Claggett
Commissioner of the Burcau of Profcssional & Occupational Affairs

Professional Members:
Christopher Feryo
Chad M Lutz
Charles Snyder 111

Open Scat: Public Member ( 1)

BOARD STAFF
Shawn Jayman, Board Counscl
I. Leslic Warner, Board Administrator
1 Leslic Warner, Education Certification Evaluator
James Labalokic, Education Certification Evaluator
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Simply
Beautiful

Certified
Celebrant

PITTSBURGH INSTITUTE
OF MORTUARY SCIENCE
5808 Baum Boulevard
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
15206
412-362-8500
WWWw.pims.edu

BE5000

Www.PIms.ebu

www.dovecotemissions.com
Contact Ken Haselrig
412.443.

[ )
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Ask about our dove delivery service
option for easy releases by your staff.

gege. \gﬁ-_eﬁg

S0ECY V0860

Please know that you can support our
mission by providing practical clinical
experiences for our students.

If your funeral home is serving a family
“in need” that might benefit from
decedent care and transfer services
that will be provided to them at NO
COST by the students (under licensed
supervision by our instructors),
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL!
We are ALWAYS ready to serve and
your consideration not only helps out a
family in need but also the future of the
funeral service profession.
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APPRECIATION
a1 Diive

TOPGOLF Thursday,
@ 400 Presto-Sygan Rd. - "' May 7, 2026 -
Bridgeville, PA Y5017 e j”
Know someone whoisn'ta
Entry Fee: member but could benefit from
¢ $20 per person ACFDA? Invite them to join us
ACFDA licensed members and you could win somethmg
(over 21) welcome! special! /
: We want to offer our
What's Included o X Pl
* Light Hors dOeuvres something new, while
« Two Free Drinks gaining new members 7
¢ GOLF! for the future A
3 * AnEvening of Networking & b :
ek Camaraderie

PR TSP

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY-
@ Limited Spots AVAILABLE
“ RSVP to Ashley by April 20th

412.678.3434
or

ACFDA2020@gmc1il.c om |

W / \‘ A i) ‘
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tomorrow. together.

www.lchalife.org

P Claims Paid Fast
Within 48 Hours

» E-Contracting Available

P Digital Applications for
Error-Free Submissions

How can we help you, your families,
and your community?

CONTACT ALONDA TO LEARN MORE!

Alonda Miller - Preneed Director
814.881.6836/ alonda@lchalife.org



Allegheny County Funeral
Directors Association

PO Box 23

Venetia PA 15367
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