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July 1 is Canada Day, a Canadian federal holiday that celebrates the 

creation of the Dominion of Canada in 1867. 

July 4 is Independence Day (U.S.). On the fourth of July, we celebrate the 

adoption of the Declaration oflndependence in 1776. 

"Just for Fun" Days 

July 11: International Town Criers Day 

July 17: National Hot Dog Day 

July 22: Spooner's Day 

July 23: National Day of the Cowboy 

July 27: Take Your Houseplants for a Walk Day 

July 30: National Cheesecake Day 

The Buck Moon 

July's full Moon, the Full Buck Moon, occurs on Thursday, July 

20. It reaches peak illumination at 4:37 P.M. (EDT).



PENNSYLVANIA 

VAULT COMPANY 

Your Local, Independent, 

F an1ily-Owned 
urial Vault Company 

Large enougfi to serve you, sma{{ enougfi to know you! 
c::>Serving Western Pennsylvania since 1932. 
c::> Available by phone 24/7 
c::> High Quality Concrete Vaults that Exceed Industry Standards. 
c::> Complete Professional Graveside Services. 

717 West Pittsburgh Street 
Greensburg, PA 15601 

Phone: 724-837-3620 
Fax: 724-837-6928 

DORIC 
11111111• 

-

846 BenshoffHill Road 

Johnstown, PA 15906 

Phone: 814-535-3633 

Fax: 814-535-4644 

Doric plants are certified by the National Concrete Burial Vault Association 
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Remember Your Why 

Throughout your career, have you ever been asked, "What on Earth made 

you want to do that?" or "Wow, that takes a special person!" when telling 

others of your profession. Do you remember when you first knew that 

funeral service was your desired career? Whether it be that you were from 

a legacy firm and chose to follow in your family members footsteps, or 

did you just feel called to the vocation, like me, to serve people in the 

most vulnerable time in their lives ... the event of the death of their loved 

one. 

I have always believed that this calling was such a blessing, to be able to 

help guide families through their darkest days, and care for the decedent 

as we do, as one of the last acts of service to be provided for someone. 

Each workday can be extensive and grim, accomplishing all the tasks for 

the funeral services, normally in such a short time frame, and with all the 

attention to detail required. However, we provide our best because we 

owe it to the families we serve. We show up at all hours of the day or 

night, we are there from the first call, to their first step into the funeral 

home for their first visitation to say goodbye to their dear loved one, and 

until the last person leaves the funeral home or cemetery. 

On your most challenging days, the kind of days when dealing with 

difficult family members, or when the preparation of the decedent takes 

longer and requires more vessels to be raised, or when the obituary needs 

to be corrected multiple times because the family cannot agree who 

should be mentioned or removed ... I encourage you all to Remember 

Your Why. 
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We only get one opportunity to make the celebration of one's life 

perfect, there are no re-do's or second chances. Our frustrations and 

burnout should not be passed along to the families we serve. We all took 

the Funeral Service Oath which states, "That I shall not let the constant 

relationship and familiarity with death give me cause to yield to 

carelessness or to violate my obligation to society or to the dignity of my 

profession". 

Remember Your Why, because I guarantee the families you serve will 

never forget YOU and the service you provided (hopefully good, or even 

unfortunately bad) for their family during this unprecedented time in 

their lives. 

"Your work is going to fill a large part of your life, and the only way to 

be truly satisfied is to do what you believe is great work. And the only 

way to do great work is to love what you do." - Steve Jobs 

Be Blessed, 



Alphonso Berardelli Jr. Funeral Supplies 

"BIG AL" 
World Headquarters 

2284 McMonagle Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15216 

Phone: 412-892-8576 • Fax: 412-892-9582 

• Memorial Books •Thank You Cards• Crucifixes• Prayer Cards

wruJ a;rYJ'1uw dJer, � 

"JUST ASK AL" 

CLYDE F. VILLA 

5560 Steeplechase Ct. 

Bethel Park, PA 15 I 02 

(412) 835-071 I

"The Funeral Directors Crematory" 

PITTSBURGH CREMATION SERVICE 
FRED DONATELLI, OWNER 

145 CEMETERY LANE• PITTSBURGH, PA. 15237 

(412) 939-3299 FAX (412) 931-8387 

(0��e/llt19 the gJlghegt g tandalld oe gehVlCe 
Member Cremation Association of North America 

412-920-4500
126 McClellan Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15236 



Jefferson Hills 

2240 State Route 51, ;Jefferson Hills, PA 15025 

Phone:(412)384--6836 
Fax: (412) 233-3272 

*Please call for info and pricing.

www.messengerstationery.com 

Serving the funeral industry for over 110 years! 

Gary Marks 

412 527-0484 
gary.m.marks@comcast.net 

Save time. Save money. Save my number. 

Its' the only one you need! 

---
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EXPRESS FUtlERAL FUIIDIIG 

sean (patrict<R.19a71
<Bagpiper 

� 
Full Time � 

Third Generation 
Former World Champion 

Quarter Century of Experience 
<Pi,tts6urgfi, P.Jl I (412) 726-0218 I spr6agpiper@fiotmai[com I www.spr6agpiper.com 
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CARING PLACE�, 
finding hope in grief 

Volunteers at the Caring Place work with children and families who 

need a helping hand. 

Volunteers create a community of safety and trust. 

Volunteers are trained and supported by the staff. 

No particular experience needed-just an ability to truly listen to others 

and to support them through their heartache and their healing. 

ContactUs@Highmark.com 



Are you interested in receiving 
Caring Place Brochures? 

Scan this QR Code with the 
camera on your smart phone to, be 
taken to a form to learn more & 
submit a reque.st. 

About· Brochures 
Resources for the Journey of Grief is a series of informational brochures that focuses, 
on educating and supporting fammes and community professlonals on the needs of 
grieving children and famiilies.The purpose of the brochures is to help parents, as 
well as teachers and other professionals who work with children, to be better 
equipped when 'nteracting with grieving childre1n.These user-friendly brochures. bri,ef
and easy-to,-read, and .r.,ailaible without cost, capwre the essence of the issues and 
provide guidance in suppordng a grieving ,cihild or adult. 

Please check out our website or scan the QR code to learn more about the 
Caring Place program and resot.ffces. 

CENTRAL PA 

1-866-61 3-4673 

www. High markC aringPlace.com 

ER!£ 

1-866-21 2-4673

PITTSBURGH 

1-888-224-4673

WARREN DALE 

1-866-734-4073



The Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association 

Continuing Education Opportunity 

Date: October 15th, 2025 

Location: : The Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science 
5808 Baum Blvd, Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

Course: "Pennsylvania State Police - Ceremonial Unit: Its role in 
Department Ceremonies, Funeral Protocol & Etiquette" 

Course Start Time: 4:30 pm 

Presenter: Tpr. Gregory L. Brown 

Credit Hours: 1 

Course: "Succession Planning: Ready, Set, Go" 

Course Start Time: 5 :30 pm 

Presenter: Frank Perman 

Credit Hours: 1 

Light refreshments and an open bar will be available beginning at 

4:00pm. 

The State Board of Funeral Directors has approved each program for 1 

PACE credit. The entire meeting must be attended to receive your 

certificate for this CEU. ACFDA members are free. Non-members 

will be charged $100.00. 

Please register with Ashley at acfda2020@gmail.com or call 

412-678-3434.



The British Institute of 

Embalmers 

Nortl1 American 

Division 

Greetings Fell ow BIE Members and Interested Funeral Setvi ce Practitioners, 

As a member of the BIE for many years, I am honored to currently setve as Chair of the North American Division 

(NAD) of the British Institute of Em balm ers (BIE). We are a dedicated association committed to funeral s etvi ce and 

the science and art of embalming. I am pleased to invite you to our 2025 Annual General Meeting (AGM) and 

Professional Enrichment Conference (PEC) to be held at my Alma Mater, the Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary 

Science (PIMS) where I retired as Dean and COO. The Institute' s current leadership under the direction of Dr. Barry 

Lease, president and CEO, has been very gracious in hosting our conference for 2025. 

Pittsburgh, known as The City of Bridges, is an amazing city with numerous activities and sites. It has been named 

"the most livable city in the United States" on two different occasions . You will be impressed with all that 

Pittsburgh has to offer including its close accessibility to the airport - about a 20-minute Uber ride to the host hotel -

and the ease of exploring the city. Our hotel is also just about a mile from PIMS. 

We have an exciting program planned; starting as always with our Sunday FUN DAY - a day filled with enjoyable 

educational activities. Monday and Tuesday will have numerous experienced professional practitioners presenting. 

Also joining us will be the "Future of our Profession", the PIMS Students. 

Please mark your calendars for this event and be prepared to experience a very worthwhile visit with the North 

American Division of the British Institute of Em balm ers 2025. 

Respectfully, 

JAM ep Ii a. .A!tu.,agfia 

Joseph A. Marsaglia, MBIE, CFSP 

Chairman 

North American Division 

™/slb 

38 YoungAvenue 

Brunswick, Maine 04011 USA 

207-841-6330 - Cell/ 207-514-8400 - F Iv{ 

sbelanger. bi enortham eri ca@dodgec o. com 

"New ideas ... old fashion quality and service" 

FARNSWORTH GOWNS 

412-881-GOWN
VIEW CATALOG@ WWW.FARNSWORTHGOWNS.COM 

COLOR CHANGES AND OVERSIZES 

CUSTOM DESIGNS AVAILABLE IN ALL STYLES AT ALL TIMES 

Amy Kuruc 412-480-5777
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Why people like NSS Life? 

• Easy, simple products
• Plan 2 growth rate of 2.75%
• Flex Annuity option that allows

for additional payments
• 24 hr. turnaround on claims
• Commissions paid twice a month

Contact us to join our family!
(724) 731-0094

1301 Ashwood Drive, Canonsburg, PA 15317 

www.nsslife.org 

Dodge 
HELPING YOU MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE 



Style and Strength. 

That's the Wilbert Way 
Structurally sound and beautifully designed, Wilbert sets the standard for lined and sealed burial vaults. Con­

structed of high strength concrete and reinforced with a plastic liner, a Wilbert vault helps protect the casket 

and its contents from ground contaminants entering the gravesite and from immense overhead weight. Along 

with a wide range of colors and materials, many Wilbert models are designed to allow for a personalized vault 

cover for display during the ceremony. 

Families can capture a cherished memory or highlight a loved one's spirit, passion and personality for a mean­

ingful tribute that will be admired and appreciated by all who attend the service at the cemetery. 

Who says a vault can't be strong and stylish? That's the Wilbert Way. 

Wilbert of Pittsburgh 

1029 McCartney Street 

Pittsburgh PA 15 666 

412-922-7600

Pictured Above: Wilbert 

Vault with Arlington® 

Triune® burial vault. Bur­

vided through the Com­

program can be custom­

Series print depicting the 

ble) or a Legacy II print 

ial vaults and urn vaults pro­

memorating First Responders 

ized with a Wilbert Legacy 

hero's profession (if availa­

personalized with photos. 

Wilbert of Mt Pleasant 

153 South Quarry Street 

Mt Pleasant PA 15666 

724-547-2865

Commemorating First Responders provides 

families of firefighters, law enforcement of­

ficers and emergency medical personnel who 

have died in the line of duty with a tribute 

worthy of their valor and sacrifice. 

At no charge to the family, Wilbert will do­

nate 

a Stainless Steel Triune® burial vault with 

personalization. If permitted, a WilbertWay 

graveside service may also be included. 

For cremation families, we offer a choice of 

any urn from our Cremation Choices catalog, 

and a Stainless Steel Triune® urn vault with 

personalization for memorial tribute. Urn en­

graving and shipping are also provided at no 

cost to the family. 

For more details about the program to honor 

fallen heroes in your community, contact 

your local Wilbert representative or visit 

www.wilbert.com. 



Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association 

2025 Board of Trustees 

President: Jesse McElroy-Torquato 

Perman Funeral Home 

923 Saxonburg Blvd.Pgh PA 15223 

412-486-3600

Secretary: LeeAnn Sherman 

Brady Funeral Home 

920 Cedar Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

412-321-0495

Vice President: Mya Garrett 

Thomas-Little Funeral Service, Inc 

305 Main Street Imperial PA 15126 

412-621-8282

Treasurer: Domenic Ferrari 

Paul E Bekavac Funeral Home 

221 N 2nd Ave, Elizabeth, PA 15037 

412-384-5100

Immediate Past President: Maria Koontz 

Bekavac Funeral Home 

555 5th St, Clairton PA 15025 

412-233-5700

Shelby L Ogozaly 923 Saxonburg Blvd.Pgh PA 15223 ..................... .412-486-3600 

Anna F. Nesbit 7450 Saltsburg Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 ................ .412-793-3000 

Emily YLowe 3511 Main St, Homestead, PA 15120 ....................... .412 461-6394 

Fed. Member: Lynn Teck. .................................................................. .412-563-2800 

Executive Director: Ashley Urlakis-PO Box 23 Venetia PA 15367 ... .412-678-3434 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Committees 

Legislative:M. Koontz & J. Hahn 

Cem: & Hos:J. Torquato & L. Teck 

Education: L Sherman & D. Ferrari 

Membership: M. Garrett & M Koontz 

Program: S Ogozaly & M Koontz 

Public Relations:D Ferrari & A Nesbit 

A or I' A 
ALLEGHENY COUNTY FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION 
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PFDA 
Pennsylvania Funeral
Directors Association 

7441 Allentown Boulevard Harrisburg, PA 17112 
1-717-545-7215 - 1-800-692-6068 - FAX 1-717-545-7360

www.pfda .org 

2025 Board of Governors 

President: Jeffrey Baranick 
211 S. Main Street 
DuBois PA 15801 

814-371-2040

Secretary/Treasurer: Angela M. Ulen 
3532 Walnut Street 

Harrisburg, PA 17109 
71 7 651-1000 

Immediate Past Pres.: Bruce Parthemore 
1303 Bridge Street 

New Cumberland PA 17070 
717-774-7721

District Governors 

District 1: Jennifer L. Tomon 
97 Grim Avenue 
Ellwood City, PA 16117 
724-752-1556

District 2: Harry Readshaw 
1503 Brownsville Rd Pgh PA 15210 
412-882-3850

District 3: Marc Zmijowski 
PO Box 517 Roscoe, PA 15477 
724-938-9323

District 7: Patricia Ann Quigley 
225 Belmont Ave Bala Cynwyd PA 19004 
610-538-6229

District 8: Milian E. Rodriguez 
1101 E. Erie Avenue Philadelphia, PA 19124 
215-537-8686

District 9: William Spence 
40 North Charlotte St. Manheim PA 17545 
717-664-2270

District 10: Michelle Muccio-Krise 
District 4: Scott E. Kaufman 151 N. Michael St. St Marys PA 15857 
2102 Northway Road Willspt., PA 17701 814-834-4317
570- 323-1544

District 5: Gregory L Myer 
382 Church St Montrose PA 18801 
570-278-8100

District 6: John Lutz II 
2100 Perkiomen Ave Reading PA 19606 
610-376-7121

Quaker State: Tasha Dugan 
225 Belmont Avenue Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 
610- 668-9900

Office Staff 

Executive Director ............................................. Kathy Ryan, Esq 
Asst. Exec. Director & COO ..................................... Adam Shaffer 
Membership Coordinators ...................................... Allison Hinkle 
Meeting & Convention Coordinator ...................... Kristine Hartz 
Administrative Assistant .................................. Abigail S. Bennett 

Trust Administrators ......................... Deb Miller & Emilie Rudder 



Pennsylvania State Board of Funeral Directors 

PO Box 2649 Harrisburg, PA 17105 

Kenneth DuPree 

Chairperson 

Phone: 717-783-3397 Fax 717-705-5540 

Consumer Complaints: 1-800-822-2113 

Email: st-funeral@pa.gov 

Eric D. Ruggeri- Secretary 

Board Secretary 

Jennifer Kirk 

Greg Furlong 

Vice Chairperson 

Designee for the Office of Attorney General Consumer Protection 

Arion R Claggett 

Commissioner of the Bureau of Professional & Occupational Affairs 

Professional Members: 

Christopher F eryo 

ChadMLutz 

Charles Snyder III 

Open Seat: Public Member ( 1) 

BOARD STAFF 

Shawn Jayman, Board Counsel 

J. Leslie Warner, Board Administrator

J Leslie Wamer,Education Certification Evaluator 

James Labalokie,Education Certification Evaluator 



PITTSBURGH INSTITUTE 

OF MORTUARY SCIENCE 

5808 Baum Boulevard 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

15206 
412-362-8500
www.pims.edu

Since 1939, our mission has been to 
educate and train the next generation 

of funeral directors ... but we need help 

Please know that you can support our 
mission by providing practical clinical 

experiences for our students. 
If your funeral home is serving a family 

"in need" that might benefit from 
decedent care and transfer services 
that will be provided to them at NO 

COST by the students (under licensed 
supervision by our instructors), 

PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL! 
We are ALWAYS ready to serve and 

your consideration not only helps out a 
family in need but also the future of the 

funeral service profession. 

Dove Releases by Dovecote Missio11s 

Simply 

Beautiful 

www.dovecotemissions.com 

Contact Ken Haselrig 

412.443.7733 
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Matthews Aurora™ 

l..lA.J FUNERAL SOLUTIONS

Experience the Matthews Aurora
™

DIFFERENCE. 

IF you want to 
develop a business 
growth strategy 
that works. 

What is the Matthews Aurora
™ 

Difference? 

We are dedicated to providing solutions 

that deliver long-term benefits to help 

your firm reach its greatest potential. 

Our Funeral Service Consultants are 

your partners, deeply invested in 

helping your firm achieve the results 

that you expect. With Compass, our 

proprietary business analysis tool, we 

can help your firm solidify business 

strategy, identify growth opportunities, 

and offer families more choices than 

before. Contact us today to learn how 

Compass can help optimize the value of 

your business for today and tomorrow. 

Discover Matthews Aurora
™ 

Funeral Solutions. 

Please contact us at 1.800.457.llll to be connected with your 

Matthews Aurora Funeral Service Consultant. 

MAFS-11851-2024 © 2024 Matthews International Corporation, all rights reserved. 
MATTHEWS® and MATTHEWS INTERNATIONAL® are registered trademarks of Matthews International Corporation. 



HAVEN LINE INDUSlRIES 

OVER I 00 YEARS OF DELI VERING 

FAIR PRICING, QUALITY & SERVICE 

Thank you for your support as we 

serve your Funeral Homes with 

STRAIGHTFORWARD BUSINESS 

RESPECT & INTEGRITY 

AMERICAN VALUES 

SCHUYLKILL HAVEN CASKET COMPANY, INC 

COLUMBIA CASKETS CORP 

HARDWOOD DIVISION 

METAL DIVISION 

GIVE US A CALL TO COME AND VISIT OUR SHOWROOM! 

MONROEVILLE PA TRI-STATE DISTRIBUTION & SHOWROOM 

DOUG BUCHER, DISTRIBUTION MGR 1-888-228-1363 

D ON STRATHMANN , SALES MANAGER 412-580-9208 

HARRY RISHER 412-491-8120 

GRANT HENKEL 412-400- 6293 
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Jfappy <Birtlitfay to tlie fo{foiving JlCP(J)Jl mem6ers 

CEnjoy your tfay 

Sean N. Beeghly 
Sharon Ryave Brody 
Frank David DeBor 
John N. Elachko III 
John J. Gmiter, Jr. 

Richard R. Jablonski, Jr. 
John J. Karafa Jr 

Catherine Lesko 
F. Jay Nation Jr.
F rank R Perman 
William Snyder 
Don Strathmann 

Paul J. Urban 
William F. Wylie 

Lifetime Member Search 

The Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association is looking 
for candidates to honor as lifetime members 

The person should meet the following criteria to be considered: 

• Be a licensed funeral director
• Been a member of the ACFDA for 20 + years
• Held an officer 's position on the ACFDA's Board of Directors
• Been licensed and rendered distinguished service to the profes­
sion for 40+ years

If you or someone you know qualifies and would like to be 
nominated please contact Ashley at 412-678-3434 by August 1st, 

2025 
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Did y_ou hear? .. 

ACFDA has a new 

Facebook page. Scan 

the QR code below to 

stay up to date on 

the Association. 
----

We will be glad to 

share the good news 

and works of your 

funeral home on our 

page. Feel free to 

share the page with 

your community . 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

A funeral professional only, private group, moderated by 

the ACFDA board, will be started soon. Be on the look out. 

I I 

I.'

. II 



Fraternal Option 
• High Growth 3% Compounded Interest

• Simple Paperwork

• 24-7 Support (evenings & weekends)

• No Insurance Test Required

4INSS Life.Pre-Need

Team up with VPP & NSS Life: 
• Turnkey and custom preneed programs • Eye-catching direct mail campaigns

• In-house recruitment and training of sales agents • Turnkey PowerPoint presentations for niche marketing

• Exclusive aftercare program • Access to our VPP Travel Assurance Plan



NMS 
� 

NATIONAL MORTUARY 

SHIPPING & CREMATION

Let our family take care of yours. 
800-321-0185

We Are Available to Take Your Call 24/7 
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tomorrow. together. 

www.lcbalife.org 

► Claims Paid Fast
Within 48 Hours 

► E-Contracting Available

► Digital Applications for

Error-Free Submissions 

CONTACT JIM TO LEARN MORE! 
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