ALLEGHENY COUNTY FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION

Bulletin




1ABLE OF
CONTENTS

04.

06-07.

11.

12-13.

16-18.

20.

Monthly Mentions
From the Board Room
Announcements

Upcoming Events
State and Local Boards

In Memorium



g .‘#
oy =
-
m— "
3 "y
7

I\ (L

shop.dodgeco.com 1-8040- 4436343

(COWSIRIN [re-Need

fHlediing famiilfes prodect
w  Fanily Matlers...

:?‘Lﬁ'nfr bt _"';'5' _Hmrfl-‘mw ¢ Simee J'i:tiill"f-']
Why people like NSS Life?

= Easy, simple products

* Man 2 growth rare of 2.75%

= Flex Annuity option tha allows
for addivional payments

= 24 hir. turnaround on claims

* Commissions paid twice a month

Contact us to join onr family!
(724) 731-0094

1304 Ashwood Drive, Canonsbarg, P& 18347
warw naslide.org



MONTHLY MENTIONS

 February 2 is Groundhog Day-the day we find out
whether winter will last 6 more weeks or call it
quits early

e February 8 is the Super Bowl
 February 14 is always Valentine’s Day
e February 16 brings Presidents’ Day, a federal

holiday also known as Washington’s Birthday that
is celebrated on the third Monday in February

e February 17 is also Ramadan, the ninth month of
the Islamic calendar.

e February 17 is Mardi Gras (aka “Fat Tuesday” or
Shrove Tuesday), which is the final feasting day
before the Christian tradition of Lent begins onthe
following day, Ash Wednesday.

e February 18 is ash wednesday which marks the
start of Lent.

The Full Show Moon

February’s Full Moon reaches peak illumination
on Sunday, February 1, 2026. Look skyward on
that night to catch the best view of this Full
Moon!

It’'s known as the Snow Moon due to the typically
heavy snowfall that occurs in February.



https://www.almanac.com/content/when-presidents-day
https://www.almanac.com/content/when-start-ramadan
https://www.almanac.com/content/when-mardi-gras

PENNSYLVANIA
VAULT COMPANY

Your Local, Independent,
Family-Owned
Burial Vault Company

Large enough fo serve you, small enough to know you!

o Serving Western Pennsylvama since 1932,

= Available by phone 24/7

cr High Quiality Concrete Vaults that Exceed Industry Standards.
=Complete Professional Graveside Services

717 West Pittsburgh Strect zﬁ 846 Benshoff Hill Road
Greamsburg, FA 15601 " T Johmstown, PA | 5506
Phone: T34-837-3620 D UR"H: Phone: 814-515-3613

Fax: 724-BE37-H028 Fax: Bl4-535-058
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FROM THE I
BOARD ROOM

February 2026

Hello everyone! My name is Mya
Konieczny Garrett, and | am now your
2026 ACFDA President. My Father,
Patrick Konieczny who was your 2015
President and | co-run the 4 locations
of Thomas-Little, which serve the
Washington Co. and lower Allegheny
Co. areas. | am very excited, nervous
and humbled to step into this role. But
| believe that this is the next chapter in
my story. As my term as president, |
would like to bring back the sense of
community and fellowship ACFDA was
based on. This means really providing
you with different avenues of meeting
your acfda board and members with
new approaches from the board, giving
you the most of your dues.

- Continued on pg. 7




FROM THE I
BOARD ROOM

February 2026

| have served on the board in different
positions as a student, intern and then
licensee, | am truly most excited to
serve as president and see what we can
all accomplish within the next year.
Please always feel free to call or email
me. | am more than happy to answer
any questions, go over any concerns
and | would love to hear how ACFDA
can better serve you.

Mya Garrett
ACFDA President




GET AWAY

FROM THE

NO GROWTH BANK

FOR GOOD!

Fraternal Option

« High Growth 3% Compounded Interest
» Simple Paperwork

« 24-7 Support (evenings & weekends)

« No Insurance Test Required

€@ NSS Life Pre-Need

Team up with VPP & NSS Life:

* Tumkey and custom preneed programs = Eye-calching direct mail campaigns
* [n-house recruitment and training of sales agents = Tumbey PowerPoint presentations for niche marketing
= Exclusive aftercare program * Access fo our VPP Travel Assurance Plan

CALL TODAY TO LEARN MORE!

> ¢

Vantage Point
Rick Poholsk) PRENEED
724-744-0397




"The Funeral Directors Crematory”

PITTSBURGH CREMATION SERVICE

FRED DONATELLI, OWNER
145 CEMETERY LANE = PITTSBURGH, PA, 15237

(412)939-3209 FAX (412) 931-8387

Olfering the FHighest Standard of Sewice

Mg bips i g penens 198 057nd iy ] Flarth Amgiria

Alphonso Berardelli Jr. Funeral Supplies

“BIG AL”

World Headguarbers
1584 MclMonaglo Avenoe, Piflsburgh, Pennsyhanla 15316
Phsong; 412-893-B576 + Far: $12.853-5502

* Memaral Books =Thank You Cards = Crucilines » Prayer Carnds
“JUST ASK AL"

Renk Leverny, Tuc.

412-920-4500

126 MeClellan Dinve
Pittsburgh, PA 15236

Sean Patrick, Regay,
; Bagpiper

Third Generation
Former World Champaon
Charter Century of Expenence

Piesbunph, £ | (F12) P02 | aprbagpiperdioimailoom | swws gpricgpiper aom
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www.messengerstationery.com

Serving the funeral industry for over 110 years!

Gary Marks
412 527-0484

gary.m.marks@comcast.net

Save time. Save money. Save my number.
Its’ the only one you need!

@ESSEHSET{E =r—1 | Thumbi y

EXFRESS FUNERAL FUNDNG

. a Jefferson Hills
@mm{b/y

2240 Siate Koute 51, Jefferson Hills, PA 15025

Phone: (412) 384-6836
Fax: (412) 233-3272

*Please call for info and pricing.



Joan M Barry
Jacqueline Christopher
Cherlyn Danjou
Stephanie Doriguzzi
Mya Garrett
Chad D. Geibel
Sara A. Gelder
Drew J Gilbert
Thomas J Gmiter
Mark Gudalis
James D Hahn
Jan Neal Hart
Elizabeth Hergenroeder
Brice C Kriebel
Robert G Mayer
Edward G McCabe
Robert E Neely
John C Neill
Michael Sarraino
Laura M Tatko



THE ALLEGHENY COUNTY FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION
CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY

Date: March 18th , 2026

Location: : CORE Center for Organ Recovery & Education
204 Sigma Drive, RIDC Park
Pittsburgh, PA 15238

Course: “Donations and the Funeral Directors”

Course Start Time: 4:30 pm
Presenter: TJ Roser
Credit Hours: 1

Immediately following the course all participants will have an

opportunity to tour the facility.

Light refreshments and an open bar will be available beginning at
4:00pm.

The State Board of Funeral Directors has approved each program for 1
PACE credit. The entire meeting must be attended to receive your
certificate for this CEU. ACFDA members are free. Non-members

will be charged $100.00.

Please register with Ashley at acfda2020@gmail.com or call
412-678-3434.




GRIEF TALKS

EDUCATIONAL WEBINARS FROM THE HIGHMARK CARING PLACE
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Style and Strength.
That’stheWilbertWay

Structurally sound and beautifully designed, Wilbert sets thestandard for lined and sealed burial vaults. Con-
structed of high strength concrete and reinforced with a plastic liner, a Wilbert vault helps protect the casket
and its contents from ground contaminants entering the gravesite and from immense overhead weight. Along
with a wide range of colors and materials, many Wilbert models are designed to allow for a personalized vault
cover for display during the ceremony.

Families can capture a cherished memory or highlight a loved one's spirit, passion and personality for a mean-
ingful tribute that will be admired and appreciated by all who attend the service at the cemetery.
Who says a vault can't be strong and stylish? That's the Wilbert Way.

"Serving all of Western Pennsylvania"

% GREAT LAKES

VAULT & PRECAST
5 704.459-8400

Commemorating First Responders provides
families of firefighters, law enforcement of-
ficers and emergency medical personnel who
have died in the line of duty with a tribute
worthy of their valor and sacrifice.

At no charge to the family, Wilbert will do-
nate a Stainless Steel Triune® burial vault
with personalization. If permitted, a
WilbertWay graveside service may also be
included.

For cremation families, we offer a choice of
any urn from our Cremation Choices catalog,
and a Stainless Steel Triune® urn vault with
personalization for memorial tribute. Urn en-
graving and shipping are also provided at no
cost to the family.

Stainless Steel Triune® Urn
urn. Wilbert Stainless Steel ial
vaults and urn vaults pro-  For more details about the program to honor

" memorating First Responders fallen h . it tact
ized with a Wilbert Legacy allén heroes 1n your community, contac

hero’s profession (if availa- your local Wilbert representative or visit
personalized with photos. www.wilbert.com.

Pictured Above: Wilbert
Vault with Arlington®
Triune® burial vault. Bur-
vided through the Com-
program can be custom-
Series print depicting the
ble) or a Legacy II print




Matthews Aurora

FUNERAL SOLUTIONS

Experience the Matthews Aurora”

il
remer
you

nber

DIFFERENCE.

IF you want to
generate more
revenue with

each cremation.
What is the Matthews Aurora™
Difference?

We are committed to providing the
tools and training to help funeral
professionals educate families about
all of their choices for cremation. Our
industry-leading cremation program,
I'll Remember You®, has proven
success growing cremation revenue by
promoting the value of funeral service
along with a flexible, wide-ranging
merchandise selection to build a
memorable farewell. Contact us today
to learn how I’ll Remember You® can
help grow your business while better
serving your families.

Discover Matthews Aurora™ Funeral Solutions.

Pleasecontactus at1.800.457.1111 tobeconnectedwithyour
Matthews Aurora Funeral Service Consultant.

MAFS-11852-2024 © 2024 Matthews International Corporation, all rights reserved.
MATTHEWS® and MATTHEWS INTERNATIONAL® are registered trademarks of Matthews International Corporation.



Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association
2026 Board of Trustees

President: Mya Garrett Vice President: LeeAnn Sherman
Thomas-Little Funeral Service Inc Brady Funcral [lome
305 Main Street Imperial PA 15126 920 Cedar Avenue Pgh, PA 15212
724- 695-2800 412-321-0495
Secretary: Anna F Nesbit Treasurer: Emily Y Lowe

Soxman Funeral Home George Trvin Green Funeral Home
7450 Saltsburg Rd, Pgh, PA 15235 3511 Main St, Homestcad, PA 15120

412-793-3000 412-461-6394

Immediate Past President: Jesse McElroy-Torquato
Perman Funeral Home
923 Saxonburg Blvd.Pgh PA 15223
412-486-3600

Domenic Ferrari: 221 N 2nd Ave, Elizabeth, PA 15037.............. 412-384-5100
Brandon Mosby: 2644 Wylie Avenue Pgh. PA 15219................ 412-621-9644
Tan Gilbert 6028 Smithfield St, Boston, PA [5135....oo. 412-751-5000
Katlyn Taucctia 3378 Millers Run Rd, Ceeil, PA 15321............. 724-745-9510

IExecutive Director: Ashley Urlakis-PO Box 23 Ven. PA 15367..412-678-3434

Committees

Legislative: J. Hahn & K. Taucetia ~ Membership: M. Garrett & D. Ferrari
Cem: & Hos: I. Gilbert & B. Mosby Program: J Torquato & M Garrett
Education: L Sherman & E. Lowe Public Rel: A. Nesbit & K. Taucctia

A T"TYNA
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PFD A E-f’f*imwlv ania Funeral
Directors Association
7441 Allentown Boulevard Harrisburg, PA 17112

1-717-545-7215 - 1-800-692-60068 - FAX 1-717-545-7360
www.ptda .org

2026 Board of Governors

President: Jeffrey Baronick President Elect :Angela M. Ulen
211 S. Main Street 3532 Walnut Street
DuBois PA 15801 Harrisburg, PA 17109
814-371-2040 (717) 651-1000
Past President: Christopher J. Calvey Scerctary/Treasurer: Frederick B, Welker.
111 Colburn Avenue 125 N. Main Street
Clarks Summit, PA 18411 Jersey Shore, PA 17740
(570) 586-0811 (570) 398-1225

District Governors

District 1: Jennifer L. Tomon District 7: Timothy McLoone

97 Grim Avenue 142 North Main Street

Ellwood City, PA 16117 North Wales, PA 19454

724-752-1556 215-699-3442

District 2: James Hahn District 8: Milian E. Rodriguez

547 8 th St. Ambridge PA 15003 1101 E. Erie Avenue Philadelphia, PA 19124
724-266-2549 215-537-8686

District 3: Marc Zmijowski District 9: William Spence

PO Box 517 Roscoe, PA 15477 40 North Charlotte St. Manhceim PA 17545
724-938-9323 T17-664-227()

District 4: Scott I Kaufman District 10: Michelle Muccio-Krise

2102 Northway Road Willspt., PA 17701 151 N. Michael St. St Marys PA 15857

570- 323-1544 S14-834-4317

District 5: Gregory L Myer Quaker State: Tasha Dugan

382 Church St Montrose PA 18801 225 Belmont Avenue Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
570-278-8100 610- 668-9900

District 6: Open

Office Staff
Lixecutive DIrector oo Adam Shaffer
General Counsel Wesley Rish, Esquire
Membership Coordinalors...........oo Lisa Fraclich
Meeting & Convention Coordimator ... Alisha Instasi
Accounting Manager ..o Licsl Keener
Administrative ASsistant........................... Abigail S. Bennett

Trust Administrators ........ooceeeeeeeenen. Deb Miller & Emilie Rudder




Pennsylvania State Board of Funeral Directors

PO Box 2649 Harrisburg, PA 17105
Phone: 717-783-3397 Fax 717-705-5540
Consumer Complaints: 1-800-822-2113

Email: st-funeral@pa.gov

Kenneth DuPree
Chairperson

Greg Furlong
Vice Chairperson

Eric D. Ruggeri— Secretary
Board Secretary

Jenniler Kirk
Designee for the Office of Attorney General Consumer Protection

Arion R Claggett
Commissioner of the Burcau of Profcssional & Occupational Affairs

Professional Members:
Christopher Feryo
Chad M Lutz
Charles Snyder 111

Open Scat: Public Member ( 1)

BOARD STAFF
Shawn Jayman, Board Counscl
I. Leslic Warner, Board Administrator
1 Leslic Warner,Education Certification Evaluator
James Labalokic,Education Certification Lvaluator




www.dovecotemissions.com
Contact Ken Haselrig
412.443.7733
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PITTSBURGH INSTITUTE
OF MORTUARY SCIENCE
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IN MEMORIUM
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Lcba

tomorrow. together.

www.lcbalife.org 4

P Claims Paid Fast
Within 48 Hours

» E-Contracting Available

P Digital Applications for
Error-Free Submissions

How can we help you, your families,
and your community?

CONTACT ALONDA TO LEARN MORE!

Alonda Miller - Preneed Director
814.881.6836/ alonda@lchalife.org
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