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Dove Releases by Dovecote Missio,is 

www.dovecotemissions.com 

Contact Ken Haselrig 

412.443.7733 

Simply 

Beautiful 

PITTSBURGH INSTITUTE 

OF MORTUARY SCIENCE 

5808 Baum Boulevard 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

15206 
412-362-8500
www.pims.edu
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Since 1939, our mission has been to 
educate and train the next generation 
nf f1 r,eral nirPr.tnrs ... but we need help 

Please know that you can support our 
mission by providing practical clinical 

experiences for our students. 
If your funeral home is serving a family 

"in need" that might benefit from 
decedent care and transfer services 
that will be provided to them at NO 

COST by the students (under licensed 
supervision by our instructors), 

PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL! 
We are ALWAYS ready to serve and 

your consideration not only helps out a 
family in need but also the future of the 

funeral service profession. 



Dates To Remember 

January 1 is New Year's Day. 

January 5 brings Twelfth Night, an English folk custom that marked 

the end of Christmas merrymaking and, in ancient Celtic tradition, the 

end of the 12-day winter solstice celebration. 

January 6 is Epiphany. According to the New Testament's Gospels, on 

this date, the Magi-the three wise men or kings-venerated and 

brought gifts to the infant Jesus. 

January 17 is Benjamin Franklin's birthday. He was not only a 

world-renowned statesman, inventor, and scientist but was also 

fascinated by agriculture. 

January 19 is Martin Luther King Jr. Day (observed). This holiday is 

held on the third Monday in January and honors the principles of this 

civil rights leader and Nobel Prize Winner dedicated to nonviolence. 

THE WOLF MOON 

JANUARY'S MOON IS CALLED THE WOLF MOON. THE SAX.ON WORD FOR 
THE MON TH WAS WULF-MONATH OR "WOLF MON TH." 

THIS YEAR, THE FULL MOON REACHES PEAK ILLUMINATION ON SATURDAY, 
JANUARY 3, AT 5:03 A.M. EST. IT CAN BE SEEN RISING FROM THE HORIZON \ 

� 
� 

AROUND SUNSE T THAT EVENING. 

"·• -� 



PENNSYLVANIA 

VAULT COMPANY 

Your Local, Independent, 

F an1ily-Owned 
Burial Vault Company 

Large enougfi to serve you, sma{{ enougfi to know you! 
c::>Serving Western Pennsylvania since 1932. 
c::> Available by phone 24/7 
c::> High Quality Concrete Vaults that Exceed Industry Standards. 
c::>Cornplete Professional Graveside Services. 

717 West Pittsburgh Street
Greensburg, PA 15601
Phone: 724-837-3620 DORIC 

11111111• 
Fax: 724-837-6928

�

� � 

846 BenshoffHill Road
Johnstown, PA 15906
Phone: 814-535-3633
Fax: 814-535-4644

� Doric plants are certified by the National Concrete Burial Vault Association



J a n u a r y  E d i t i o n

Happy 2026! Along with the new year comes all the familiar cliches, well-
wishes, and hopeful resolutions. At ACFDA, we want to be part of those
resolutions but maybe not in the way you’d expect. We’re also thinking about
the new year with some fresh faces on the Board, new initiatives, and new
opportunities ahead.
So, what are we asking for? Of course, we’d love to see continued participation
and strong attendance at meetings and events. And your ongoing support of
our PAC efforts at both the state and national levels truly matter. But more than
anything, we’re asking for your feedback. Help us help you…there we go with
the clichés again!
For your professional resolution this year, speak up. Ask for help or guidance.
Share your ideas and suggestions. We are actively looking for ways to better
serve the Association as a whole, as well as our members individually and at
the firm level. As the makeup of the Board continues to evolve, as the face of
our profession does, we want to be sure needs are being met and that we don’t
grow complacent.
The start of a new year is the perfect time to look ahead at what’s possible. Use
the resources ACFDA has to offer, and don’t hesitate to reach out. As one of the
largest and oldest local associations in the country, our reach is wide, so don’t
be shy about stepping into our embrace, consider this your formal invitation!
Stay warm this winter, and remember, change begins with you. Speak up, get
involved, and let’s make 2026 a year of real impact.

From the
Board Room
N e w  y e a r ,  n e w  y o u …

A n n a  F .  Z v i r m a n -  N e s b i t ,  C F S P
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John M Bacha 

PaulBorgony 

Mark D Bradley 

Gerald Bryan 

Kristan Russo Courtney 

Kevin R Dieterle 

David J Gabauer 

Kristin L Hauman 

James R Huntsman 

Valerie Long 

David Mahlstedt 

Jesse McElroy Torquato 

Charles C Nied 

William R Rusiewicz 

John Paul Schwartzmiller 

Daniel Shingledecker 

Brain Saxman 

Walter Sperling Jr 

Jay Daniel Spratt 

James G Stover 

Ryan T Wilt 

Timothy Wilt 



Alphonso Berardelli Jr. Funeral Supplies 

"BIG AL" 
World Headquarters 

2284 McMonagle Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15216 
Phone: 412-892-8576 • Fax: 412-892-9582 

• Memorial Books •Thank You Cards• Crucifixes• Prayer Cards
and arwtlwr

w 
e/,;e, #<JU; need 

"JUST ASK AL" 

"The Funeral Directors Crematory" 

PITTSBURGH CREMATION SERVICE 
FRED DONATELLI, OWNER 

145 CEMETERY LANE• PITTSBURGH, PA. 15237 

(412) 939-3299 FAX (412) 931-8387 

©Melll�g the \lhghegt g to�do1td o� ge1tvwe 
Member Cremation Assoc,ot,on of North America 

412-920-4500
126 McClellan Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15236 

"New ideas ... old fashion quality and service" 

FARNSWORTH GOWNS 
412-881-GOWN

VIEW CATALOG@ WWW.FARNSWORTHGOWNS.COM 

COLOR CHANGES AND OVERSIZES 

CUSTOM DESIGNS AVAILABLE IN ALL STYLES AT ALL TIMES 

Amy Kuruc 412-480-5777
... 



Jefferson Hills 

2240 State Route 51, J"efferson Dills, PA 15025 

Phone:(412)384-6836 

Fax:(412)233-3272 

*Please call for info and pricing.

www.messengerstationery.com 

Serving the funeral industry for over 110 years! 

Gary Marks 

412 527 -0484 

gary.m.marks@comcast.net 

Save time. Save money. Save my number. 

Its' the only one you need! 

---

-· I Thumbies 
EXPRESS AJtlERAL FUIIDIIG 

sean (patrick...<R.19a71 
�agpper ti 

� �TI� � �
Third Generation 

Former World Champion 
Quarter Century of Experience 

Pitts6urgh, CFJI_ I (412) 726-0218 I spr6agpiper@hotmai[com I www.spr6agpiper.com 
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Matthews Aurora™ 

l..lA.J FUNERAL SOLUTIONS

Experience the Matthews Aurora
™

DIFFERENCE. 

IF you want to 
develop a business 
growth strategy 
that works. 

What is the Matthews Aurora
™ 

Difference? 

We are dedicated to providing solutions 

that deliver long-term benefits to help 

your firm reach its greatest potential. 

Our Funeral Service Consultants are 

your partners, deeply invested in 

helping your firm achieve the results 

that you expect. With Compass, our 

proprietary business analysis tool, we 

can help your firm solidify business 

strategy, identify growth opportunities, 

and offer families more choices than 

before. Contact us today to learn how 

Compass can help optimize the value of 

your business for today and tomorrow. 

Discover Matthews Aurora
™ 

Funeral Solutions. 

Please contact us at 1.800.457.llll to be connected with your 

Matthews Aurora Funeral Service Consultant. 

MAFS-11851-2024 © 2024 Matthews International Corporation, all rights reserved. 
MATTHEWS® and MATTHEWS INTERNATIONAL® are registered trademarks of Matthews International Corporation. 



VIRTUAL 

GRIEF 
TALKS 
CONFERENCE 

Grief Talks Webinar • January 7, 2026 

What Is a Death Doula? 
Holding Space for Life's Final Chapter 

Births, weddings, even vacations are planned for-yet when it 

comes to death, most families are left unprepared. Death doulas 

are changing that. Join us as we highlight the experience and 

expertise of Beth Montgomery, certified Death Doula. 

For more ieformation or to register: bit.ly / deathdoula26 

Virtual Grief Conference • March 11, 2026 

Holistic Grief Experiences 
An Integration of Mind, Boqy and Spirit 

A full day of learning will explore the interconnectedness of 

mind, body, and spirit in navigating loss. More information and 

registration coming soon. 

FREE OF CHARGE • CEUs, Act 48 Credits provided 

2026PF DA 

MARCH 19 & 20, 2026 ft(v/lAJ� 
CONFERENCE 





Fraternal Option 
• High Growth 3% Compounded Interest

• Simple Paperwork

• 24-7 Support (evenings & weekends)

• No Insurance Test Required

t)NSS Life.Pre-Need

Team up with VPP & NSS Life: 
• Turnkey and custom preneed programs • Eye-catching direct mail campaigns

• In-house recruitment and training of sales agents • Turnkey PowerPoint presentations for niche marketing

• Exclusive aftercare program • Access to our VPP Travel Assurance Plan



2025 ACFDA Holiday Social

 Thanks to the evenings generous
participants and sponsors the association

raised $3,185.00 to support Emmas
Footprints and the important work they do to

support grieving families.

Wishing you all the joys of the season and a
Happy New Year

The Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association 

Board of Directors 



In 2024, Emma’s Footprints served 
381 families and spent $262,956 on mission

expenses.

Burial/Cremations: $134,581
Headstones/Urns: $34,150

Counseling Sessions: $65,368
Care Packages: $15,415
Couples Retreat: $13,442

2025 ACFDA Holiday Social
Emma's Footprints is a support community
for families grieving infant and pregnancy

loss, providing emotional support,
compassionate guidance, and financial

assistance for burial, cremation,
memorialization, and counseling services.



Entertainment Sponsor 
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Vault 

Comp ny 
Media Casket 

Al� ....
7JJ, FLORIST

1-800-245-6312 

Great Lakes 
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President: Mya Garrett
Thomas-Little Funeral Service Inc 
305 Main Street Imperial PA 15126

724- 695-2800

Secretary: Anna F Nesbit
Soxman Funeral Home

7450 Saltsburg Rd, Pgh, PA 15235 7450 Saltsburg Rd, Pgh, PA 15235 
412-793-3000

Vice President: LeeAnn Sherman
Brady Funeral Home 

920 Cedar Avenue Pgh, PA 15212
412-321-0495

Treasurer: Emily Y Lowe 
George Irvin Green Funeral Home
 3511 Main St, Homestead, PA 15120  3511 Main St, Homestead, PA 15120  

412-461-6394

Immediate Past President: Jesse McElroy-Torquato
Perman Funeral Home

923 Saxonburg Blvd.Pgh PA 15223
412-486-3600

Domenic Ferrari: 221 N 2nd Ave, Elizabeth, PA 15037...............412-384-5100
Trustee: TBD.....................................................................................................
Trustee: TBD.....................................................................................................
Fed. Member: TBD............................................................................................
Executive Director: Ashley Urlakis-PO Box 23 Ven. PA 15367..412-678-3434

Legislative: J Hahn
Cem: & Hos: TBD 
Education: L Sherman & E. Lowe

Membership: M. Garrett & D. Ferrari
Program: J Torquato & M Garrett
Public Relations: A. Nesbit



PFDA 
Pennsylvania Funeral
Directors Association 

7441 Allentown Boulevard Harrisburg, PA 17112 

1-717-545-7215 - 1-800-692-6068 - FAX 1-717-545-7360

www.pfda .org 

2025 Board of Governors 

President: Jeffrey Baranick 

211 S. Main Street 

DuBois PA 15801 

814-371-2040

Secretary/Treasurer: Angela M. Ulen 

3532 Walnut Street 

Harrisburg, PA 17109 

71 7 651-1000 

Immediate Past Pres.: Bruce Parthemore 

1303 Bridge Street 

New Cumberland PA 17070 

717-774-7721

District Governors 

District 1: Jennifer L. Tomon 
97 Grim Avenue 
Ellwood City, PA 16117 
724-752-1556

District 2: James Hahn 
547 8th St. Ambridge PA 15003 
724-266-2549

District 3: Marc Zmijowski 
PO Box 517 Roscoe, PA 15477 
724-938-9323

District 7: Timothy McCloone 
142 North Main Street 
North Wales, PA 19454 
215-699-3442

District 8: Milian E. Rodriguez 
1101 E. Erie Avenue Philadelphia, PA 19124 
215-537-8686

District 9: William Spence 
40 North Charlotte St. Manheim PA 17545 
717-664-2270

District 4: Scott E. Kaufman District 10: Michelle Muccio-Krise 
2102 Northway Road Willspt., PA 17701 151 N. Michael St. St Marys PA 15857 
570- 323-1544 814-834-4317

District 5: Gregory L Myer 
382 Church St Montrose PA 18801 
570-278-8100

District 6: Open 

Quaker State: Tasha Dugan 
225 Belmont Avenue Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 
610- 668-9900

Office Staff 

Executive Director ................................................... Adam Shaffer 

General Counsel... ........................................................... Wes Rish 

Membership Coordinators ...................................... Allison Hinkle 

Meeting & Convention Coordinator ...................... Kristine Hartz 

Administrative Assistant .................................. Abigail S. Bennett 

Trust Administrators ......................... Deb Miller & Emilie Rudder 



Pennsylvania State Board of Funeral Directors 

PO Box 2649 Harrisburg, PA 17105 

Phone: 717-783-3397 Fax 717-705-5540 

Consumer Complaints: 1-800-822-2113 

Kenneth DuPree 

Chairperson 

Email: st-funeral@pa.gov 

Eric D. Ruggeri- Secretary 

Board Secretary 

Jennifer Kirk 

Greg Furlong 

Vice Chairperson 

Designee for the Office of Attorney General Consumer Protection 

Arion R Claggett 

Commissioner of the Bureau of Professional & Occupational Affairs 

Professional Members: 

Christopher F eryo 

ChadMLutz 

Charles Snyder III 

Open Seat: Public Member ( 1) 

BOARD STAFF 

Shawn Jayman, Board Counsel 

J. Leslie Warner, Board Administrator

J Leslie Wamer,Education Certification Evaluator 

James Labalokie,Education Certification Evaluator 



HAVEN LINE INDUSlRIES 

OVER I 00 YEARS OF DELI VERING 

FAIR PRICING, QUALITY & SERVICE 

Thank you for your support as we 

serve your Funeral Homes with 

STRAIGHTFORWARD BUSINESS 

RESPECT & INTEGRITY 

AMERICAN VALUES 

SCHUYLKILL HAVEN CASKET COMPANY, INC 

COLUMBIA CASKETS CORP 

HARDWOOD DIVISION 

MET AL DIVISION 

GIVE US A CALL TO COME AND VISIT OUR SHOWROOM! 

MONROEVILLE PA TRI-STATE DISTRIBUTION & SHOWROOM 

DOUG BUCHER, DISTRIBUTION MGR 1-888-228-1363 

D ON STRATHMANN , SALES MANAGER 412-580-9208 

HARRY RISHER 412-491-8120 

GRANT HENKEL 412-400-6293 
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INMEMORIUM 

Clyde Fran]< Villa Jr. "Butch" Clyde Fran]< Villa Jr., l<nown to friends and family as 
Butch, passed away peacefully on December 15, 2025, at the age of Bi. He was born on 

August 5, 1944, in Uniontown, Pennsylvania, where he was raised and graduated 
from Uniontown High School.Clyde went on to attend Duquesne University, where 
he was a member of Alpha Phi Delta. It was at Duquesne that he met the love of his 

life, Jane, beginning a partnership that would span 54 years of marriage. Clyde is 
survived by his devoted wife, Jane Villa; his sons Clyde Villa (I\ara) of Canonsburg, 

PA, Matthew Villa (Shelbie) of Frederick, MD, and Michael Villa (Mary Ann) of 
Wake Forest, NC; and his beloved grandchildren Charlie, Cecilia, Olivia, Lianna, and 
Jack He is also survived by his sisters Elisa (Bruce) Carsia and Rachel Hinish, as well 

as his many nieces and nephews, along with extended family members and 
friends.He was preceded in death by his parents, Helen Falco Villa and Clyde Franl< 

Villa Sr., and his brother-in-law, Richard Hinish.After college, Clyde began his 
professional career as a special education teacher with Pittsburgh Public Schools, 
where he served students on the North Side of Pittsburgh for 35 years, leaving a 

lasting impact on countless students and families. Prior to continuing his long career 
in education, he also owned The Boardwall<, a bar in Castle Shannon. In 1971, Clyde 
co-founded M. V Company Advertising Specialty with his father, Clyde Sr., a business 

that proudly served the funeral home industry for over five decades until his 
retirement earlier this year. Clyde could often be found walking in South Park or 
enjoying a cup of coffee at Bruegger's Bagels at South Parl< Shoppes. He enjoyed 

gardening, tending to his pond, smol<ing cigars, cheering on Pittsburgh sports teams, 
and was always quick with a one-liner. Above all else, Clyde cherished time spent 

with his children and grandchildren. A man of strong faith, Clyde generously 
volunteered his time at the Spiritan Center in Bethel Park, serving others in a way 

that reflected how he lived his life every day. Clyde will be remembered as a devoted 
husband, loving father and grandfather, faithful servant, and a steady presence to all 

who l<new him. His legacy of l<indness and love lives on through his family and the 
many lives he touched 

Clyde F. Villa Jr. 
August 5, 1944- December 15, 2025 
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Support our advertisers
They support the ACFDA
Support our advertisers

They support the ACFDA



NMS 
� 

NATIONAL MORTUARY 

SHIPPING & CREMATION

Let our family take care of yours. 
800-3�1-0185

We Are Available to Take Your Call 24/7 



••• 
Lc5a 
tomorrow. together. 

www.lcbalife.org 

► Claims Paid Fast
Within 48 Hours 

► E-Contracting Available

► Digital Applications for

Error-Free Submissions 

CONTACT JIM TO LEARN MORE! 



Allegheny County Funeral 

Directors Association 

PO Box 23 

Venetia PA 15367 
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