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Dove Releases by Dovecote Missions

www.dovecotemissions.com /':
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Celebrant

Ask about our dove delivery service
option for easy releases by your staff.

PITTSBURGH INSTITUTE
OF MORTUARY SCIENCE

5808 Baum Boulevard
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
15206
412-362-8500
www.pims.edu
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Please know that you can support our
mission by providing practical clinical
experiences for our students.

If your funeral home is serving a family
“in need” that might benefit from
decedent care and transfer services
that will be provided to them at NO
COST by the students (under licensed
supervision by our instructors),
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL!
We are ALWAYS ready to serve and
your consideration not only helps out a
family in need but also the future of the
funeral service profession.
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Dates To Remember
January 1 is New Year’s Day.

January 5 brings Twelfth Night, an English folk custom that marked
the end of Christmas merrymaking and, in ancient Celtic tradition, the
end of the 12-day winter solstice celebration.

January 6 is Epiphany. According to the New Testament’s Gospels, on
this date, the Magi—the three wise men or kings—venerated and
brought gifts to the infant Jesus.

January 17 is Benjamin Franklin’s birthday. He was not only a
world-renowned statesman, inventor, and scientist but was also
fascinated by agriculture.

January 19 is Martin Luther King Jr. Day (observed). This holiday is
held on the third Monday in January and honors the principles of this
civil rights leader and Nobel Prize Winner dedicated to nonviolence.

THE WOLF MoON

JANUARY’S MOON IS CALLED THE WOLF MOON. THE SAXON WORD FOR
THE MONTH WAS WULF-MONATH OR “WOLF MONTH.”

THIS YEAR, THE FULL MOON REACHES PEAK ILLUMINATION ON SATURDAY,
JANUARY 3, AT 5:03 A.M. EST. IT CAN BE SEEN RISING FROM THE HORIZON
AROUND SUNSET THAT EVENING.
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PENNSYLVANIA
VAULT COMPANY

Your Local, Independent,
Family-Owned
Burial Vault Company

Large enough to serve you, small enough to know you!

= Serving Western Pennsylvania since 1932.

= Available by phone 24/7 .

= High Quality Concrete Vaults that Exceed Industry Standards.
= Complete Professional Graveside Services.

717 West Pittsburgh Street 846 Benshoff Hill Road
Greensburg, PA 15601 D 0 R I Johnstown, PA 15906
Phone: 724-837-3620 Tl Phone: 814-535-3633
Fax: 724-837-6928 ’/ Fax: 814-535-4644
Trfgard

“aw"  Doric plants are certified by the National Concrete Burial Vault Association



January Edition

From the
Board Room

New vear, new you..

Happy 2026! Along with the new year comes all the familiar cliches, well-
wishes, and hopeful resolutions. At ACFDA, we want to be part ol those
resolutions but maybe not in the way you’d expect. We're also thinking about
the new year with some [resh faces on the Board, new initiatives, and new
opportunities ahead.

So, what are we asking for? Of course, we’d love to see continued participation
and strong attendance at meetings and events. And your ongoing support ol
our PAC efforts at both the state and national levels truly matter. But more than
anything, we're asking for your feedback. Help us help you...there we go with
the cliches again!

For your professional resolution this year, speak up. Ask for help or guidance.
Share your ideas and suggestions. We are actively looking for ways to better
serve the Association as a whole, as well as our members individually and at
the firm level. As the makeup of the Board continues to evolve, as the face of
our profession does, we want to be sure needs are being met and that we don’t
grow complacent.

The start of a new year is the perfect time (o look ahead at what's possible. Use
the resources ACI'DA has to olfer, and don’t hesitate to reach out. As one ol the
largest and oldest local associations in the country, our reach is wide, so don’t
be shy about stepping into our embrace, consider this your formal invitation!
Stay warm this winter, and remember, change begins with you. Speak up, get
involved, and let’s make 2026 a year ol real impact.

Anna I'. Zvirman- Nesbit, CIFSP
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Lo e following ALTIIG monbers
Loy yowy dag!
John M Bacha Jesse McElroy Torquato
Paul Borgony Charles C Nied
Mark D Bradley William R Rusiewicz
Gerald Bryan John Paul Schwartzmiller
Kristan Russo Courtney Daniel Shingledecker
Kevin R Dieterle Brain Soxman
David J Gabauer Walter Sperling Jr
Kristin L Hauman Jay Daniel Spratt
James R Huntsman James G Stover
Valerie Long Ryan T Wilt

David Mahlstedt Timothy Wilt



Alphonso Berardelli Jr. Funeral Supplies

“BIGAL”

World Headquarters
2284 McMonagle Avenue, Pittshurgh, Pennsylvania 15216
Phone: 412-892-8576 « Fax: 412-892-9582

* Memorial Books ¢Thank You Cards ¢ Crucifixes ¢ Prayer Cards
“JUST ASK AL”

“The Funeral Directors Crematory”

PITTSBURGH CREMATION SERVICE

FRED DONATELLI, OWNER
145 CEMETERY LANE e PITTSBURGH, PA. 15237
(412) 939-3299 FAX (412) 931-8387

Offering the Highest Standard of Setice

Member Cremation Association of North America

Renk Levery, Tuce.

412-920-4500

126 McClellan Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15236

“New ideas... old fashion quality and service”

FARNSWORTH GOWNS
412-881-GOWN
VIEW CATALOG @ WWAY.FARNSWORTHGOWNS.COM

COLOR CHANGES AND OVERSIZES
CUSTOM DESIGNS AVAILABLE IN ALL STYLES AT ALL TIMES

Amy Kuruc 412-480-5777
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2240 State Route 51, Jefferson Hills, PA 15025

Phone: (412) 3846836
Fax: (412) 233-3272

*Please call for info and pricing.
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www.messengerstationery.com

Serving the funeral industry for over 110 years!

Gary Marks
412 527-0484
gary.m.marks@comcast.net

Save time. Save money. Save my number.
Its’ the only one you need!

Lﬂ/(essengerfj =71~7= | Thumbi y

EXPRESS FUNERAL FUNDING

Sean Patrick, Regay,
Bagpiper
Full Time f

Third Generation
Former World Champion
Quarter Century of Experience

*

f

)

Pittsburgh, PA | (412) 726-0218 | sprbagpiper@hotmail.com | www.sprbagpiper.com




‘Matthews Aurora:
FUNERAL SOLUTIONS

Experience the Matthews Aurora™

DIFFERENCE.

IF you want to
develop a business
growth strategy
that works.

What is the Matthews Aurora™
Difference?

We are dedicated to providing solutions
that deliver long-term benefits to help
your firm reach its greatest potential.
Our Funeral Service Consultants are
your partners, deeply invested in
helping your firm achieve the results
that you expect. With Compass, our
proprietary business analysis tool, we
can help your firm solidify business
strategy, identify growth opportunities,
and offer families more choices than
before. Contact us today to learn how
Compass can help optimize the value of
your business for today and tomorrow.

Discover Matthews Aurora™ Funeral Solutions.

Please contact us at 1.800.457.1111 to be connected with your

Matthews Aurora Funeral Service Consultant.

MAFS-11851-2024 © 2024 Matthews International Corp n, all rights reserved.
MATTHEWS® anel MATTHEWS INTERNATIONAL® are registered traden f Matthews Intemational Corporation.




VIRTUAL

Q%Q‘ GREE  GRIEF TALKS &%)

EDUCATIONAL WEBINARS FROM THE HIGHMARK CARING PLACE
CONFERENCE

Grief Talks Webinar « January 7, 2026

What Is a Death Doula?
Holding Space for Life’s Final Chapter

Births, weddings, even vacations are planned for—yet when it
comes to death, most families are left unprepared. Death doulas
are changing that. Join us as we highlight the experience and
expertise of Beth Montgomery, certified Death Doula.

For merc information or 1o register: bit.ly/deathdeula26

Virtual Grief Conference - March 11, 2026

Holistic Grief Experiences
An Integration of Mind, Body and Spirit

A full day of learning will explore the interconnectedness of
mind, body, and spirit in navigating loss. More information and

registration coming soon.

FREE OF CHARGE -« CEUs, Act 48 Credits provided

2026PFD A

Vel Weler

CONFERENCE

D [SAVE THE DATE | ¢

MARCH 19 & 20, 2026




THE ALLEGHENY COUNTY FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION £
CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY

Date: January 21st , 2026

Location: : The Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science
5808 Baum Blvd, Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Course: “Technology-Providing a More Convenient Experience to the
Funeral Consumer”

Course Start Time: 5:00 pm
Presenter: Adam Shaffer
Credit Hours: 1.5

Course: “ Funeral Director Burnout”

Course Start Time: 6:30 pm
Presenter: Shelby Ogozaly
Credit Hours: 1.5

Light refreshments and an open bar will be available beginning at
4:00pm. The courses willl begin after a short memorial service with
Bishop Eckman followed by the installation of oncoming board
members.

The State Board of Funeral Directors has approved each program for

1.5 PACE credit. The entire meeting must be attended to receive your
certificate for this CEU. ACFDA members are free. Non-members
will be charged $100.00.

Please register with Ashley at acfda2020@gmail.com or call
412-678-3434.




GET AWAY

FROM THE

NO GROWTH BANK

FOR GOOD!

Fraternal Option

« High Growth 3% Compounded Interest
» Simple Paperwork

« 24-7 Support (evenings & weekends)

» No Insurance Test Required

@ NSS Life. Pre-Need

Team up with VPP & NSS Life:

© Turnkey and custom preneed programs o Eye-catching direct mail campaigns
¢ [n-house recruitment and training of sales agents e Turnkey PowerPoint presentations for niche marketing
e Exclusive aftercare program © Access to our VPP Travel Assurance Plan

CALL TODAY TO LEARN MORE!

o o
@

Vantage Point

Rick Poholsky PRENEEDw
724-744-0397

info@vantagepointpreneed.com

VantagePointPreneed.com




2025 ACFDA Holiday Social

Thanks to the evenings generous
participants and sponsors the association
raised $3,185.00 to support Emmas
Footprints and the important work they do to
support grieving families.

Wishing you all the joys of the season and a
Happy New Year

The A//egheny Counfy Funeral Directors Association
Board of Directors




2025 ACFDA Holiday Social

Emma's Footprints is a support community
for families grieving infant and pregnancy
loss, providing emotional support,
compassionate guidance, and financial
assistance for burial, cremation,
memorialization, and counseling services.

In 2024, Emma’s Footprints served
381 families and spent $262,956 on mission
expenses.

Burial/Cremations: $134,581
Headstones/Urns: $34,150
Counseling Sessions: $65,368
Care Packages: $15,415
Couples Retreat: $13,442
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Entertainment Sponsor

The
Pennsylvania
Vault

% Company
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1-800-245-6312
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Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association
2026 Board of Trustees

President: Mya Garrett Vice President: LeeAnn Sherman
Thomas-Little Funeral Service Inc Brady Funeral Home
305 Main Street Imperial PA 15126 920 Cedar Avenue Pgh, PA 15212
724- 695-2800 412-321-0495

Treasurer: Emily Y Lowe

Secretary: Anna F Nesbit X
¢ Y George Irvin Green Funeral Home

Soxman Funeral Home 3 ]
7450 Saltsburg Rd, Pgh. PA 15235 511 Main St, Homestead, PA 15120

412-793-3000 412-461-6394

Immediate Past President: Jesse McElroy-Torquato
Perman Funeral Home
923 Saxonburg Blvd.Pgh PA 15223
412-486-3600
Domenic Ferrari: 221 N 2nd Ave, Elizabeth, PA 15037............... 412-384-5100
Trustee: TBD ... o e
Trustee: TBD . ..o e
Fed. Member: TBD........oiiiiiiiii et sece e eaes e eeenee e
Executive Director: Ashley Urlakis-PO Box 23 Ven. PA 15367..412-678-3434

Legislative: J Hahn Membership: M. Garrett & D. Ferrari
Cem: & Hos: TBD Program: J Torquato & M Garrett

Education: L Sherman & E. Lowe Public Relations: A. Nesbit

AT TN A

ALLEGHENY COUNTY FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION

4 \N_1 1L JI\




Pennsylvania Funeral
Directors Association

7441 Allentown Boulevard Harrisburg, PA 17112
1-717-545-7215 - 1-800-692-6068 - FAX 1-717-545-7360

PEFDA

www.pfda .org

2025 Board of Governors

President: Jeffrey Baronick
211 S. Main Street
DuBois PA 15801

814-371-2040

Secretary/Treasurer: Angela M. Ulen
3532 Walnut Street
Harrisburg, PA 17109
717 651-1000

Immediate Past Pres.: Bruce Parthemore
1303 Bridge Street
New Cumberland PA 17070
717-774-7721

District Governors

District 1: Jennifer L. Tomon
97 Grim Avenue

Ellwood City, PA 16117
724-752-1556

District 2: James Hahn
547 8 th St. Ambridge PA 15003
724-266-2549

District 3: Marc Zmijowski
PO Box 517 Roscoe, PA 15477
724-938-9323

District 4: Scott E. Kaufman
2102 Northway Road Willspt., PA 17701
570- 323-1544

District 5: Gregory L Myer
382 Church St Montrose PA 18801
570-278-8100

District 6: Open

District 7: Timothy McCloone
142 North Main Street

North Wales, PA 19454
215-699-3442

District 8: Milian E. Rodriguez
1101 E. Erie Avenue Philadelphia, PA 19124
215-537-8686

District 9: William Spence
40 North Charlotte St. Manheim PA 17545
717-664-2270

District 10: Michelle Muccio-Krise
151 N. Michael St. St Marys PA 15857
814-834-4317

Quaker State: Tasha Dugan
225 Belmont Avenue Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
610- 668-9900

Office Staff

Executive Director

General Counsel........................
Membership Coordinators.........
Meeting & Convention Coordinator
....................... Abigail S. Bennett

Administrative Assistant
Trust Administrators

............................... Adam Shaffer
...................................... Wes Rish

Allison Hinkle
Kristine Hartz

Deb Miller & Emilie Rudder



Pennsylvania State Board of Funeral Directors

PO Box 2649 Harrisburg, PA 17105
Phone: 717-783-3397 Fax 717-705-5540
Consumer Complaints: 1-800-822-2113
Email: st-funeral@®@pa.gov

Kenneth DuPree
Chairperson

Greg Furlong
Vice Chairperson

Eric D. Ruggeri— Secretary
Board Secretary

Jennifer Kirk
Designee for the Office of Attorney General Consumer Protection

Arion R Claggett
Commissioner of the Bureau of Professional & Occupational Affairs

Professional Members:
Christopher Feryo
Chad M Lutz
Charles Snyder III

Open Seat: Public Member ( 1)

BOARD STAFF
Shawn Jayman, Board Counsel
J. Leslie Wamer, Board Administrator
J Leslie Warner,Education Certification Evaluator
James Labalokie,Education Certification Evaluator




EXTENSIVE LINE OF CASKETS & URNS

FINE HARDWOODS & METALS,
VENEERS & CREMATION CASKETS

URNS, KEEPSAi{ES, JEWELRY,
DISPLAYS & SHOWROOMS

HAVEN LINE INDUSTRIES

OVER 100 YEARS OF DELIVERING
FAIR PRICING., QUALITY & SERVICE

Thank you for your support as we
serve your Funeral Homes with

STRAIGHTFORWARD BUSINESS
RESPECT & INTEGRITY
AMERICAN VALUES

SCHUYLKILL HAVEN CASKET COMPANY, INC

HARDWOOD DIVISION
CoLumBIA CASKETS CORP

METAL DivISION

GIVE US A CALL TO COME AND VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!
MONROEVILLE PA TRI-STATE DISTRIBUTION & SHOWROOM

DOUG BUCHER, DISTRIBUTION MGR 1-888-228-1363

DON STRATHMANN, SALES MANAGER 412-580-9208
HARRY RISHER 412-491-8120

GRANT HENKEL 412-400-6293
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IN MEMORIUM

Clyde Frank Villa Jr. “Butch” Clyde Frank Villa Jr, known to friends and family as
Butch, passed away peacefully on December 15, 2025, at the age of 81. He was born on
August 5, 1944, in Uniontown, Pennsylvania, where he was raised and graduated
from Uniontown High School Clyde went on to attend Duquesne University, where
he was a member of Alpha Phi Delta. It was at Duquesne that he met the love of his
life, Jane, beginning a partnership that would span 54 years of marriage. Clyde is
survived by his devoted wife, Jane Villa; his sons Clyde Villa (Kara) of Canonsburg,
PA, Matthew Villa (Shelbie) of Frederick, MD, and Michael Villa (Mary Ann) of
Wake Forest, NC; and his beloved grandchildren Charlie, Cecilia, Olivia, Lianna, and
Jack. He is also survived by his sisters Elisa (Bruce) Carsia and Rachel Hinish, as well
as his many nieces and nephews, along with extended family members and
friends.He was preceded in death by his parents, Helen Falco Villa and Clyde Frank
Villa Sr., and his brother-in-law, Richard Hinish.After college, Clyde began his
professional career as a special education teacher with Pittsburgh Public Schools,
where he served students on the North Side of Pittsburgh for 35 years, leaving a
lasting impact on countless students and families. Prior to continuing his long career
in education, he also owned The Boardwalk, a bar in Castle Shannon. In 1971, Clyde
co-founded M.V. Company Advertising Specialty with his father, Clyde Sr., a business
that proudly served the funeral home industry for over five decades until his
retirement earlier this year. Clyde could often be found walking in South Park or
enjoying a cup of coffee at Bruegger’s Bagels at South Park Shoppes. He enjoyed
gardening, tending to his pond, smoking cigars, cheering on Pittsburgh sports teams,
and was always quick with a one-liner. Above all else, Clyde cherished time spent
with his children and grandchildren. A man of strong faith, Clyde generously
volunteered his time at the Spiritan Center in Bethel Park, serving others in a way
that reflected how he lived his life every day. Clyde will be remembered as a devoted
husband, loving father and grandfather, faithful servant, and a steady presence to all
who knew him. His legacy of kindness and love lives on through his family and the
many lives he touched

Clyde F-. Villa Jr.

August 5, 1944- December 15, 2025

-
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Support our advertisers
They support the ACFDA

NSS Life Pre-Need
i 3 Helping families protect
® Fﬂngy Maitters... their assets
I&Fﬁfﬁ?ﬁ({f Lite L%JM‘?((!EC& tﬁSr‘sz(f 1590
Why people like NSS Life?

* Easy, simple products
* Plan 2 growth rate of 2.75%

* Flex Annuity option that allows
for additional payments

* 24 hr. turnaround on claims

* Commissions paid twice a month

Contact us to Jjoin our :ﬁni@!
oqay

(724) 731-0094

1301 Ashwood Drive, Canonsburg, PA 15317
www.nsslife.org

Dodge

HELPING YOU MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE

g
-

”
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r | 13! %
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f'f:: 814-566-0190 717-666-4187 \
):,;-{‘{ aspitzer@dodgeco.com jhindes@dodgeco.com \

|

shop.dodgeco.com 1-800-443-6343



NMS

NATIONAL MORTUARY

Let our family take care of yours.

We Are Available to Take Your Call 24/7

Experts In:
Domestic & International Shipping
Airline Transfers
Cremation - Flight Booking
Graveside Services
Download for Android Download for iPhone

Embalming - Livery

Airline & Shipping Requirements

Consulate Paperwork & Translation natlmortuaryshipping. com
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Lcba

tomorrow. together.

www.lcbalife.org

» Claims Paid Fast
Within 48 Hours

» £-Contracting Available

» Digital Applications for
Error-Free Submissions

How can we help you, your families,
and your community?

CONTACT JIM TO LEARN MORE!

Jim Schraven - Preneed Director
814.881.6836 / schravenj@Icbalife.org




Allegheny County Funeral
Directors Association

PO Box 23

Venetia PA 15367
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