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Dates To Remember
December 7 is National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day.

December 8 is Bodhi Day in the Buddhist calendar, celebrating
Buddha’s enlightenment; it’s celebrated in a way that’s similar to how
Christians celebrate Christmas to honor Jesus Christ.

December 14 marks the beginning of Hanukkah this year, the 8-day
Jewish festival of lights.

December 21 is the Winter Solstice—the astronomical day when the
hemisphere is tilted as far away from the Sun as possible. Starting in
ancient times, people celebrated the rebirth of the Sun event through
Yule.

December 25 is Christmas Day, a Christian holiday commemorating
the birth of Jesus Christ.

December 26 is the first day of Kwanzaa.

December 31 is New Years Eve

Furr CorLb MoonN

DECEMBER’S FULL MoON, THE FULL COLD MOON, APPEARS ON THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 4, REACHING PEAK ILLUMINATION AT 6:14 A M. EST

GEMINID METEOR SHOWER
LOOK SKYWARD ON THE NIGHT OF DECEMBER 13 AFTER 9 P.M. FOR A \
CHANCE TO CATCH A GLIMPSE OF THE (GEMINID METEORS. THE GEMINID \>
METEOR SHOWER IS THE MOST ACTIVE SHOWER OF THE YEAR. :
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PENNSYLVANIA
VAULT COMPANY

Your Local, Independent,
Family-Owned
Burial Vault Company

Large enough to serve you, small enough to know you!

= Serving Western Pennsylvania since 1932.

= Available by phone 24/7 .

= High Quality Concrete Vaults that Exceed Industry Standards.
= Complete Professional Graveside Services.

717 West Pittsburgh Street @ 846 Benshoff Hill Road
Greensburg, PA 15601 Johnstown, PA 15906
Phone: 724-837-3620 DORI Phone: 814-535-3633

Hne

Fax: 724-837-6928 > Fax: 814-535-4644
".‘ .’.

Doric plants are certified by the National Concrete Burial Vault Association
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From the Board hoom

Board of Directors — Year-End Message
“Out With the Old, In With the New”

As we bring this year to a close, the Board extends heartfelt appreciation to
the members, firms, and community members who continue to support our
mission. This is a time to reflect on what we have accomplished and to
look forward with purpose.

As we step into the new year, we are excited to focus on:

» Growing our Association through the addition of new members

+ Building strong relationships with partners and vendors within the
funeral service profession

+ Providing continuing education courses featuring relevant, timely, and
innovative topics - we are always welcoming your suggestions/wishes!
» Encouraging your participation in Association events, picnics, etc. and
joining your family into the larger extended family of the Association.

We strongly encourage you to attend the general membership meetings,
continuing education courses, and to get involved in the Association if you
are watching from a distance. Lastly, if you have not done so already, join
our Facebook page to see all the updated information and events in real
time.

These initiatives reflect our commitment to supporting excellence,
strengthening our network, and preparing professionals for the evolving
needs of the families we serve.




‘Matthews Aurora’
FUNERAL SOLUTIONS

Experience the Matthews Aurora”

DIFFERENCE.

IF you want simple
solutions to engage with
families both in-person
and online.

What is the Matthews Avrora™
Difference?

As families’ needs evolve, funeral
technology needs to evolve with them.
That's why Matthews Aurora is focused
on creating solutions that make it easy
foryou to serve families in today’s digital
world. Our Family Connections technology
enables your firm to help families

make arrangements from anywhere.
Our Arranger software offers a simple
presentation system to educate families
about all your service and merchandise
options. And our Solution Center is your
one-stop shop for quick and easy online
ordering, product customization, digital
merchandising and much more. Contact
us today for a demo and learn how our
technology solutions can help you grow
your business.

Discover Matthews Avurora™ Funeral Solutions.

Please contact us at 1.800.4571111 to be connected with your

Matthews Aurora Funeral Service Consultant.

MAFS-11853-2024 © 2024 Matthews International Corporation, all rights reserved.
MATTHEWS® and MATTHEWS INTERNATIONAL® are registered trademarks of Matthews International Corporation.




Alphonso Berardelli Jr. Funeral Supplies

“BIG AL”

World Headquarters
2284 McMonagle Avenue, Pittshurgh, Pennsylvania 15216
Phone: 412-892-8576 ¢ Fax: 412-892-9582

+ Memorial Books ¢Thank You Cards ¢ Crucifixes ¢ Prayer Cards
and WW else ) you need
“JUST ASK AL”

CLYDE F. VILLA

5560 Steeplechase Ct. (412) 835-0711
Bethel Park, PA 15102

“The Funeral Directors Crematory”

PITTSBURGH CREMATION SERVICE

FRED DONATELLI, OWNER
145 CEMETERY LANE ¢ PITTSBURGH, PA. 15237
(412) 939-3299 FAX (412) 931-8387

Olfering the FHighest Standard of Senwice

Member Cremation Association of North America

Renk Levery, Juc.

412-920-4500

126 McClellan Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15236




., Jefferson Hills
i Ciniy

2240 State Route 51, Jefferson Hills, PA 15025

Phone: (412) 384-6836
Fax: (412) 233-3272

*Please call for info and pricing.
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www.messengerstationery.com

Serving the funeral industry for over 110 years!

Gary Marks
412 527-0484
gary.m.marks@comcast.net

Save time. Save money. Save my number.
Its’ the only one you need!

&W(e&f‘engerx2j =rr Thumb ley

EXPRESS FUNERAL FUNDNG

Sean @dtﬂ&{ R@gﬂiz
Bagpiper
~\ Full Time 7

Third Generation
Former World Champion
Quarter Century of Experience

‘ 3

Pittsburgh, PA| (412) 726-0218 | sprbagpiper@fiotmail.com | www.sprbagpiper.com




Happy Birthday to the following ACFDA members
Enjoy your day

Kimberly B. Baker
Daniel F. Bekavac
Timothy J. Billick
Blair G. Eckels
Amanda M. Ergler
Alexander Fike
Stephen D. Gilbert
Lori J. Gracan
Jaime D. Hahn
Patrick T. Lanigan
Michael D. Leber
Jeff Maist
Shelby Ogozaly
Benjamin W. Perovich
Robert Schellhaas
Dena Simms
J. Fred Slater
Stephen D. Slater
Thomas J. Somma




The Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association is proud to highlight
this year’s fund drive recipient during the 2025 Holiday Social. Below is
more information about Emmas Footprints.

Walking side by side with Emmas Fool 2rcnld
Pregnancy and Infant Loss Families

When the unthinkable happens, the loss of a baby through miscarriage,
stillbirth, or infant death, Emma’s Footprints is here to walk families
through their grief journey. We provide financial support for funeral
costs, as well as emotional support through group meetings and
one-on-one connections with our Care Team. Our goal is to sustain
loss parents and their families through the fog of grief and care for
them in every stage of healing and hope after loss.

In 2024, Emma’s Footprints served 381 families and spent $262,956
on mission expenses.

Burial/Cremations: $134,581
Headstones/Urns: $34,150
Counseling Sessions: $65,368
Care Packages: $15,415
Couples Retreat: $13,442

2026 PFD A

W Wefor

CONFERENCE

D [SAVE THE DATE




THE ALLEGHENY COUNTY FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION £
CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY

Date: January 21st , 2026

Location: : The Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science
5808 Baum Blvd, Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Course: “Technology-Providing a More Convenient Experience to the
Funeral Consumer”

Course Start Time: 5:00 pm
Presenter: Adam Shaffer
Credit Hours: 1.5

Course: “ Funeral Director Burnout”

Course Start Time: 6:30 pm
Presenter: Shelby Ogozaly
Credit Hours: 1.5

Light refreshments and an open bar will be available beginning at
4:00pm. The courses willl begin after a short memorial service with
Bishop Eckman followed by the installation of oncoming board
members.

The State Board of Funeral Directors has approved each program for

1.5 PACE credit. The entire meeting must be attended to receive your
certificate for this CEU. ACFDA members are free. Non-members
will be charged $100.00.

Please register with Ashley at acfda2020@gmail.com or call
412-678-3434.




GET AWAY

FROM THE

NO GROWTH BANK

FOR GOOD!

Fraternal Option

« High Growth 3% Compounded Interest
» Simple Paperwork

o 24-7 Support (evenings & weekends)

» No Insurance Test Required

@ NSS Life Pre-Need

Team up with VPP & NSS Life:

© Turnkey and custom preneed programs ® Eye-catching direct mail campaigns
* [n-house recruitment and training of sales agents e Turnkey PowerPoint presentations for niche marketing
e Exclusive aftercare program ® Access to our VPP Travel Assurance Plan

CALL TODAY TO LEARN MORE!

C I )

Vantage Point

Rick Poholsky PRENEEDw
724-744-0397

info@vantagepointpreneed.com

VantagePointPreneed.com



Wishing you all the joys of the season and happiness

throughout the New Year
Merry Christmas
Happy Hanukkah
Happy Kwanzaa
.-
E T & .
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PITTSBURGH CREMATION SERVICE




EXTENSIVE LINE OF CASKETS & URNS

FINE HARDWOODS & METALS,
VENEERS & CREMATION CASKETS

URNS, KEEPSAi{ES, JEWELRY,
DISPLAYS & SHOWROOMS

HAVEN LINE INDUSTRIES

OVER 100 YEARS OF DELIVERING
FAIR PRICING, QUALITY & SERVICE

Thank you for your support as we
serve your Funeral Homes with

STRAIGHTFORWARD BUSINESS
RESPECT & INTEGRITY
AMERICAN VALUES

SCHUYLKILL HAVEN CASKET COMPANY, INC

HARDWOOD DIVISION
CoLuMBIA CASKETS CORP

METAL DivISION

GIVE US A CALL TO COME AND VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!
MONROEVILLE PA TRI-STATE DISTRIBUTION & SHOWROOM

DOUG BUCHER, DISTRIBUTION MGR 1-888-228-1363

DON STRATHMANN, SALES MANAGER 412-580-9208
HARRY RISHER 412-491-8120

GRANT HENKEL 412-400-6293




Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association
2025 Board of Trustees

President: Jesse McElroy-Torquato Vice President: Mya Garrett
Perman Funeral Home Thomas-Little Funeral Service, Inc
923 Saxonburg BlVdPgh PA 15223 305 Main Street Imperlal PA 15126
412-486-3600 412-621-8282

Secretary: LeeAnn Sherman
Brady Funeral Home

Treasurer: Domenic Ferrari

Paul E Bekavac Funeral Home
920 Cedar Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15212 291 N 2nd Ave. Eliz.. PA 15037

412-321-0495 412-384-5100

Immediate Past President: Maria Koontz
Bekavac Funeral Home
555 5th St, Clairton PA 15025
412-233-5700

Shelby L Ogozaly 923 Saxonburg Blvd.Pgh PA 15223............... 412-486-3600
Anna F. Nesbit 7450 Saltsburg Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 ........... 412-793-3000
Emily Y Lowe 3511 Main St, Homestead, PA 15120 .................. 412 461-6394
Fed. Member: Lynn TecK........c..coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicecce e 412-563-2800

Executive Director: Ashley Urlakis-PO Box 23 Ven. PA 15367..412-678-3434

Legislative:M. Koontz & J Hahn Membership: M. Garrett & M Koontz

Cem: & Hos:J. Torquato & L. Teck ~ Program: S Ogozaly & M Koontz
Education: L Sherman & D. Ferrari  Public Relations:D Ferrari & A. Nesbit

AT TN A

ALLEGHENY COUNTY FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION
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Pennsylvania Funeral
Directors Association

7441 Allentown Boulevard Harrisburg, PA 17112
1-717-545-7215 - 1-800-692-6068 - FAX 1-717-545-7360

PFDA

www.pfda .org

2025 Board of Governors

President: Jeffrey Baronick
211 S. Main Street
DuBois PA 15801

814-371-2040

Secretary/Treasurer: Angela M. Ulen
3532 Walnut Street
Harrisburg, PA 17109
717 651-1000

Immediate Past Pres.: Bruce Parthemore
1303 Bridge Street
New Cumberland PA 17070
717-774-7721

District Governors

District 1: Jennifer L. Tomon
97 Grim Avenue

Ellwood City, PA 16117
724-752-1556

District 2: James Hahn
547 8 th St. Ambridge PA 15003
724-266-2549

District 3: Marc Zmijowski
PO Box 517 Roscoe, PA 15477
724-938-9323

District 4: Scott E. Kaufman
2102 Northway Road Willspt., PA 17701
570- 323-1544

District 5: Gregory L Myer
382 Church St Montrose PA 18801
570-278-8100

District 6: Open

District 7: Timothy McCloone
142 North Main Street

North Wales, PA 19454
215-699-3442

District 8: Milian E. Rodriguez
1101 E. Erie Avenue Philagelphia, PA 19124
215-537-8686

District 9: William Spence
40 North Charlotte St. Manheim PA 17545
717-664-2270

District 10: Michelle Muccio-Krise
151 N. Michael St. St Marys PA 15857
814-834-4317

Quaker State: Tasha Dugan
225 Belmont Avenue Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
610- 668-9900

Office Staff

Executive Director ....................
General Counsel...........ccccoe.e...
Membership Coordinators.........
Meeting & Convention Coordinator ......................
Administrative Assistant ...........

Trust Administrators

............................... Adam Shaffer
...................................... Wes Rish
............................. Allison Hinkle

Kristine Hartz

....................... Abigail S. Bennett

Deb Miller & Emilie Rudder



Pennsylvania State Board of Funeral Directors

PO Box 2649 Harrisburg, PA 17105
Phone: 717-783-3397 Fax 717-705-5540
Consumer Complaints: 1-800-822-2113

Email: st-funerali@pa.gov

Kenneth DuPree
Chairperson

Greg Furlong
Vice Chairperson

Eric D. Ruggeri— Secretary
Board Secretary

Jennifer Kirk
Designee for the Office of Attorney General Consumer Protection

Arion R Claggett
Commissioner of the Bureau of Professional & Occupational Affairs

Professional Members:
Christopher Feryo
Chad M Lutz
Charles Snyder 111

Open Seat: Public Member ( 1)

BOARD STAFF
Shawn Jayman, Board Counsel
J. Leslic Warner, Board Administrator
J Leslie Warner,Education Certification Evaluator
James Labalokie,Education Certification Evaluator




Congratulations to
PIMS
Graduating Class
171

506099990660
PITTSBURGH INSTITUTE
OF MORTUARY SCIENCE
5808 Baum Boulevard Pl_ea§e know tha_t you can stupport our
: . mission by providing practical clinical
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania experiences for our students.
15206 If your funeral home is serving a family
“in need” that might benefit from
412-362-8500 decedent care and transfer services
WWW pims edu that will be provided to them at NO

COST by the students (under licensed
supervision by our instructors),
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL!
We are ALWAYS ready to serve and
n@ e ma your consideration not only helps out a

e family in need but also the future of the

WWW.PIMS.ebpu funeral service profession.



Style and Strength.
That’s the Wilbert Way

Structurally sound and beautifully designed, Wilbert sets the standard for lined and sealed burial vaults. Con-
structed of high strength concrete and reinforced with a plastic liner, a Wilbert vault helps protect the casket
and its contents from ground contaminants entering the gravesite and from immense overhead weight. Along
with a wide range of colors and materials, many Wilbert models are designed to allow for a personalized vault
cover for display during the ceremony.

Families can capture a cherished memory or highlight a loved one's spirit, passion and personality for a mean-
ingful tribute that will be admired and appreciated by all who attend the service at the cemetery.

Who says a vault can't be strong and stylish? That's the Wilbert Way.

Wilbert of Pittsburgh Wilbert of Mt Pleasant
1029 McCartney Street 153 South Quarry Street
Pittsburgh PA 15666 Mt Pleasant PA 15666

412-922-7600 724-547-2865

Commemorating First Responders provides
families of firefighters, law enforcement of-
ficers and emergency medical personnel who
have died in the line of duty with a tribute
worthy of their valor and sacrifice.

At no charge to the family, Wilbert will do-
nate

a Stainless Steel Triune® burial vault with
personalization. If permitted, a WilbertWay
graveside service may also be included.

For cremation families, we offer a choice of
any urn from our Cremation Choices catalog,
and a Stainless Steel Triune® urn vault with
personalization for memorial tribute. Urn en-

graving and shipping are also provided at no

Pictured Above: Wilbert Stainless Steel Triune® Urn .

Vault with Arlington® urn. Wilbert Stainless Steel cost to the family.

Triune® burial vault. Bur- 3 ial vaults and urn vaults pro-  For more details about the program to honor
vided through the Com- memorating First Responders

ized with a Wilbert Legacy fallen heroes in your community, contact
hero’s profession (if availa- ~ YOUT local Wilbert representative or visit
personalized with photos. www.wilbert.com.

program can be custom-
Series print depicting the
ble) or a Legacy II print
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NSS Life. RN

‘ Helping families protect

Why people like NSS Life?

* Easy, simple products

e Plan 2 growth rate of 2.75%

* Flex Annuity option that allows
for additional payments

* 24 hr. turnaround on claims

* Commissions paid twice a month

Contact us to join our family!

(724) 731-0094

1301 Ashwood Drive, Canonsburg, PA 15317
EiLl www.nsslife.org

www.dovecotemissions.com /r,
L4
Contact Ken Haselrig g

412.443.7733 k-
Simply @
Beautiful

s

Certified ke '_ Ask about our dove delivery service
L option for easy releases by your staff.

Celebrant
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Entertainment Sponsor

The

Pennsylvania

Vault
Company
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1-800-245-8312
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Commemorating Life with Respect*

Funeral Home
and Cremation Services, fac.

Matthews

INTERNATIONAL

D, v J

=

e — e -4 -
Funeral Home & Crematory

s, .+ Vantage Point
& &

e, PRENEED

Homesteaders

Jefferson Hills
Cremate y

Raffle Sponsors

: - : .
leadia ( aclkket
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Drink Sponsors

R — ==
AMERISERV

Life Company

Dodge

RIGK2s

c;“:,quN D. SLAT&;?
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FUNERAL HOME

> Company
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Lcba

tomorrow. together.

www.lcbalife.org

» Claims Paid Fast
Within 48 Hours

» £-Conftracting Available

» Digital Applications for
Error-Free Submissions

How can we help you, your families,
and your community?

CONTACT JIM TO LEARN MORE!

Jim Schraven - Preneed Director
814.881.6836 / schravenj@Icbalife.org




Allegheny County Funeral
Directors Association

PO Box 23

Venetia PA 15367
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