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October 1 marks the start of Yom Kippur at sundown.
October 13 is a busy day, with three holidays packed into it:

+ Canadian Thanksgiving shares many similarities with its American
equivalent.
Columbus Day (U.S.), a federal holiday, is observed on the second
Monday in October. It was on October 12, 1492, that Christopher
Columbus landed on a small island in the Bahamas, convinced that
he had reached Asia.

+ Indigenous Peoples’ Day (U.S.) celebrates the history and cultures of
indigenous peoples native to what is today the United States.

October 20 is Diwali, the Indian “Festival of Lights.”

October 24 is United Nations Day, which aims to bring awareness to
the work of the United Nations worldwide.

October 31 is Halloween (All Hallows’ Eve)!

TaE FuLL HARVEST MOON

October’s full Moon, known as the Harvest Moon, arrives on
Monday, October 6. The Harvest Moon is closely tied to the
autumnal equinox.




PENNSYLVANIA
VAULT COMPANY

—————

Your Local, Independent,
Family-Owned
Burial Vault Company

Large enough to serve you, small enough to know you!

= Serving Western Pennsylvania since 1932,

= Available by phone 24/7

= High Quality Concrete Vaults that Exceed Industry Standards.
= Complete Professional Graveside Services.

717 West Pittsburgh Street @ #46 Benshofl Hill Road
Greensburg, PA 15601 T Johnstoam, PA 15904
Phone: 724-837-3620 Dﬂiﬁllf{: Phone: 814-535-3633

Fag T24-837-6028 - Fase: B14-53 54044
ﬁ T&ard

Cioaic p'lu.|1.1= are certified by the National Concrete Burial Vaoll Assod stion



From the Board hoom

The Tourcka Moment: Finding or Re-detining Your Purpose

As my fellow mentee Christopher M. Boggs shared in a recent NFDA
article, he mentioned that there are defining moments in our careers
that shape who we are and what we become. He emphasized that these
moments experienced become touch stones for our future. For me,
that eureka or touch stone moment came during the Meet the Mentors
Program and Advocacy Summit in Washington, D.C. with the NFDA
this past April.

I used to believe my only purpose as a Funeral Director was to serve
grieving families. While that principle remains central throughout my
everyday work, I have come to the realization that our profession
offers more than just that. As funeral professionals, it is our primary
goal to serve our families, but we often forget about the defining
moments within our career that shape who we are as people and our
future selves. As professionals, we spend so much time taking care of
others that we often forget our purpose in why we do what we do.
Remembering your purpose is important as it allows you to look
beyond yourself and your own needs to a bigger picture. My
experience through Meet the Mentors and Advocacy Summit taught
me that our purpose can evolve over time and that our perceived
purpose is not permanent as there will be many more touch stones in
our profession that will leave an impact on our servant hearts.

At the Meet the Mentors event, three incredible mentors helped me
uncover a deeper professional identity, which allowed me to re-define
my purpose as a young, up and coming Funeral Director. Dr. Camelia
Clarke taught us how to build our personal brand and define who we
are beyond our job titles. Lori Greenlaw Sheeler reminded us that
difficult days don’t define us—we must keep swimming. Tim
Schramm shared how powerful real-life experiences can shape our
paths and strengthen our resolve.



From the Board Room

What truly made this experience meaningful was the camaraderie
among fellow young and seasoned funeral professionals. I walked away
with lasting friendships, shared insights, and a renewed passion for the
profession. It was refreshing to be around people who shared the same
passion as me.

During the Advocacy Summit, [ joined two hundred Funeral Directors
at the U.S. Capitol to advocate for funeral service legislation and the
rights of veterans and families. Meeting with lawmakers gave me a
strong sense of purpose— my voice mattered, and I was contributing
to real change for our state and respective communities that we serve
in Allegheny County.

The most defining moment came when Lori Sheeler pulled me aside
during the advocacy summit. Lori noted that throughout the week, she
had observed my interactions and communications with colleagues.
Based on her observations, she expressed that I demonstrated the
qualities of being a strong and knowledgeable emerging professional.
She further emphasized her belief in my potential as a future leader in
the funeral service industry, highlighting my commitment to
advancing and improving our profession. Her words affirmed what I
had begun to feel: I had found my purpose—not just in service, but in
action, connection, and advocacy.

This experience overall taught me that our work is not just about the
tamilies we serve. It is also about mentoring future generations of
Funeral Directors, staying connected, and standing up for what we
believe in.

We all have the ability to find or re-detine our purpose—and it’s never
too late to do so. Your possibilities to do this is endless...if [ found my
purpose through a eureka moment you can find yours too!

Stelly Ogosaly
ACTDA Board Wember



Alphonso Berardelli Jr, Funeral Supplies

“BIG AL”"

‘World Headquarters
2284 McMonagle Avenwe, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvanis 15216
Phone; 492-552-B576 « Fax; 412-892-95082

+ Memorial Books “Thank You Cards » Crucifizes + Prayer Cards
“JUST ASK AL"

CLYDE F. VILLA

5560 Steeplechase Ct. {412) 835-071|
Bethel Park, PA 15102

“The Funeral Directors Crematory”

PITTSBURGH CREMATION SERVICE

FRED DONATELLI. OWNER
145 CEMETERY LANE + PITTSBURGH, PA. 15237
(412) 939-3299 FAX (412} 931-8387

Offering the Fighest Standard of Sewice

Member O remalass Apporgnon of Mok Amprca

Renk Levery, Tuc.

412-920-4500

26 MeCleltan Drve
Mintsburgh, PA 15236




Jefferson Hills

2240 Simie Rouie 51, Jeffersen Iills, FA 15025

Pheme: (412) 384-6836
Fux: (417) 2333172

*Flexse call for info and pricieg.

i WSSEHSBT ;;\ A

www.messengerstationery.com

Serving the funeral Industry for over 110 years!

Gary Marks
412 527-0484
gary.m. marks@comcast.net

Save lime. Save money. Save my number.
Its" the anly one you need!

@{ﬂmwﬁerﬁ ——— Thumbi 9

TR Pl | FL Dol B

Sean detﬂCﬁ. Rgggyz

Bagpiper
"‘ "\ Full Timme

Third Gieneration
Former World Champion
Onearier Century of Expericnce

T Laburgh, @0 | 902 726-0218 | sprisgpipereikaimnilcom | s spriapiper. com




VIRTUAL YOUNG
ADULT GRIEF
SUPPORT

Grigt ks challenging under Dy CRCUMSInce. A 0 young |1|:|.1||
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Pre-Need
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®  Family Matlers... thelr assels

Why people like NSS Life?
* Easy, simple products
* Plan 2 growth rave of 2.75%
* Flex Annuity option thar allows
for additional payments
* 24 hr. turnaround on claims
* Commissions paid rwice a month

Contact us to join our family!
(724) 731-0094

13N Ashwood Drive, Canonsburg, P& 15517
wwnw.naslite.org




The Allegheny County Funeral
Directors Association
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SEVERGERRELGE

DECEMBER 4™ , 2025
AT 6:00PM

*+ The Rivers Casino #
/77 Casino Drive Pittsburgh PA 15212




The Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association
Continuing Education Opportunity

Date: October 15th . 2025

Location: : The Putsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science
5508 Baurm Blvd, Pirtsbureh, PA 153206

Course: “Pennsylvania State Police — Ceremonial Umit: Its role in
Department Ceremonies, Funeral Protocol & Enquette”

Course Start Time: 4:30 pm
Presenter: Tpr. Gregory L. Brown
Credit Hours: |

Course: * Succession Planning: Ready, Set, Go”
Course Start Time: 5:30 pm
Presenter: Frank Perman

Credit Hours: |

Light refreshments and an open bar will be available beginning at

4.00pm,

The State Board of Funeral Directors has approved each program for |
PACE credit. The entire meeting must be attended to receive your
certificate for this CEL, ACFDA members are free, Non-members

will be charged 5100.00.

Please register with Ashley at acfda20200 gmail.com or call
412-6T8-3434.




Dove Releases by Dovecote Missions

www.dovecotemissions.com
Contact Ken Haselrig
412.443.7733

Simply
Beautiful

l.r_.'ﬁ.'ﬂl_:ﬁf.*:f ek : .. Ask about our dove delivery service

Colobrant 3B 4 option for easy releases by your staff.

“"New ideas... old fashion quality and service”

FARNSWORTH GOWNS
412-881-GOWN
VIEW CATALOG @ WAWAY, FARMSUWORTHGOWNS.COM

COLOR CHAMGES AND OVERSIZES
CLUSTOM DESIGMS AVAILABLE IM ALL STYLES AT ALL TIMES

Amy Kuruc 412-480-5777

Support our advertisers they
support the ACFDA







EXTENSIVE LINE OF CASKETS & URNS

FINE HARDWOODS & METALS,
VENEERS & CREMATION CASKETS

URNS, KEEPSAKES, JEWELRY,
DISPLAYS & SHOWROOMS

HAVEN LINE INDUSTRIES

OVER 100 YEARS OF DELIVERING
FAIR PRICING, QUALITY & SERVICE

Thank vou for vour support as we
serve your Funeral Homes with

STRAIGHTFORWARD BUSINESS
RESPECT & INTEGRITY
AMERICAN VALUES

SCHUYLKILL HAVEN CASKET COMPANY, INC

Harowooo DVision
CoLumBla CASKETS CORP

METAL DnviSIoN

GIVE US A CALL TO COME AND VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!
MONROEVILLE PA TRI-STATE DISTRIBUTION & SHOWROOM

DOUG BUCHER, DISTRIBUTION MGR 1-888-228-1363

DON STRATHMANN, SALES MANAGER 412-580-9208
HARRY RISHER 412-491-8120

GRANT HENKEL 412-400-6293




Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association
2025 Board of Trustees

President: Jesse McElroy-Torquato Vice President: Mya Garrett
Perman Funeral Home Thomas-Little Funeral Service, Inc

923 Saxonburg BlVdPgh PA 15223 305 Main Street Imperlal PA 15126
412-486-3600 412-621-8282

Secretary: LeeAnn Sherman
Brady Funeral Home

Treasurer: Domenic Ferrari

Paul E Bekavac Funeral Home
920 Cedar Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15212 291 N 2nd Ave. Eliz.. PA 15037

412-321-0495 412-384-5100

Immediate Past President: Maria Koontz
Bekavac Funeral Home
555 5th St, Clairton PA 15025
412-233-5700

Shelby L Ogozaly 923 Saxonburg Blvd.Pgh PA 15223................ 412-486-3600
Anna F. Nesbit 7450 Saltsburg Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 ........... 412-793-3000
Emily Y Lowe 3511 Main St, Homestead, PA 15120 ................. 412 461-6394
Fed. Member: Lynn TecK........c..cooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiececee e 412-563-2800

Executive Director: Ashley Urlakis-PO Box 23 Ven. PA 15367..412-678-3434

Legislative:M. Koontz & J Hahn Membership: M. Garrett & M Koontz

Cem: & Hos:J. Torquato & L. Teck ~ Program: S Ogozaly & M Koontz
Education: L Sherman & D. Ferrari  Public Relations:D Ferrari & A. Nesbit

AT TN\ A
AN Lk LA\



Pennsylvania Funeral
Directors Association

7441 Allentown Boulevard Harrisburg, PA 17112
1-717-545-7215 - 1-800-692-6068 - FAX 1-717-545-7360

PFDA

www.pfda .org

2025 Board of Governors

President: Jeffrey Baronick
211 S. Main Street
DuBois PA 15801

814-371-2040

Secretary/Treasurer: Angela M. Ulen
3532 Walnut Street
Harrisburg, PA 17109
717 651-1000

Immediate Past Pres.: Bruce Parthemore
1303 Bridge Street
New Cumberland PA 17070
717-774-7721

Distriet Governors

District 1: Jennifer L. Tomon
97 Grim Avenue

Ellwood City, PA 16117
724-752-1556

District 2: James Hahn
547 8 th St. Ambridge PA 15003
724-266-2549

District 3: Marc Zmijowski
PO Box 517 Roscoe, PA 15477
724-938-9323

District 4: Scott E. Kaufman
2102 Northway Road Willspt., PA 17701
570- 323-1544

District 5: Gregory L Myer
382 Church St Montrose PA 18801
570-278-8100

District 6: Open

District 7: Timothy McCloone
142 North Main Street

North Wales, PA 19454
215-699-3442

District 8: Milian E. Rodriguez
1101 E. Erie Avenue Philadelphia, PA 19124
215-537-8686

District 9: William Spence
40 North Charlotte St. Manheim PA 17545
717-664-2270

District 10: Michelle Muccio-Krise
151 N. Michael St. St Marys PA 15857
814-834-4317

Quaker State: Tasha Dugan
225 Belmont Avenue Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
610- 668-9900

Office Staff

Executive Director ....................
General Counsel.........c.ccccoeee..
Membership Coordinators.........
Meeting & Convention Coordinator ......................
Administrative Assistant ...........

Trust Administrators

............................... Adam Shaffer
...................................... ‘Wes Rish
............................. Allison Hinkle

Kristine Hartz

....................... Abigail S. Bennett

Deb Miller & Emilie Rudder



Pennsylvania State Board of Funeral Directors

PO Box 2649 Harrisburg, PA 17105
Phone: 717-783-3397 Fax 717-705-5540
Consumer Complaints: 1-800-822-2113

Email: st-funerali@pa.gov

Kenneth DuPree
Chairperson

Greg Furlong
Vice Chairperson

Eric D. Ruggeri— Secretary
Board Secretary

Jennifer Kirk
Designee lor the Olfice of Altorney General Consumer Protection

Arion R Claggett
Commissioncr of the Burcau of Professional & Occupational Affairs

Professional Members:
Christophcr I'cryo
Chad M Lutz
Charles Snyder TTT

Open Seat: Public Member ( 1)

BOARD STAFF
Shawn Jayman, Board Counscl
J. Leslie Warner, Board Administrator
J Leslic Warner,Education Certification Evaluator
James Labalokic,iducation Certification Evaluator




Congratulations to
PIMS
Graduating Class
171

PITTSBURGH INSTITUTE
OF MORTUARY SCIENCE

5808 Baum Boulevard
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
15206
412-362-8500

WWw.pims.edu

B=E500

WA PIMS.eDu

Please Know that you Can support our
mission by providing practical elinlcal
exporiences for our students,

If your funeral home is serving a family
“in need” that might benefit from
decedent care and transfer services
that will be provided to them at NO
COST by the students (under liconsed
suparvision by our instructors),
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL!
We are ALWAYS ready to serve and
your consideration not only helps cut a
family in need but also the future of the
funeral service profession.



Style and Strength.

That’s the Wilbert Way

Structwmlly sousd and beautililly designed. Wilkert sets the standard Gor lined and seabed burial vauhs. Coms
stracied of high sirength conerete and reinforced with & plastic biner, 5 Wilben vauli helps protect the casiel
and its eoatents from ground contamanints entening the pravesile snd from imssense overhesd weight. Aloag
with @ wide range of colors and maserinls, many Wilbert soodeds are desigeed o allow for 8 personalseed vaul

oy for dhsplay dummng the ceremony.

Fasmbies can capbare & chanshed mmosy of lighlght a Bved ong™s spend, passon acd persanaily for a mcas-
gl trvbing that wall b adsnrgd sndd appoegiated by all who agmd the ségvms al the cometary'

Who sayvs @ vault can b strong amd =1ylshT That's s Wilkert Way

Wilbert of Pittsburgh

1029 MeCarmey Street
Pintsburgh P4 15666
412-922-7T600

Frotmed Above. Wilbal
Voult uwh ArSngionE
T ® baial visih Bas-
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133 South (harry Sireet
Mi Pleasant PA [ 5666
724-547-2865

Comnmémanling Fiest Respomler prousle
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Niers anad smergsns ¥ medheal porosme W ho
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Happy Birthday to the following ACFDA members
Enjoy your day

Paul R. Ajak, TIT
Rosemarie Carfagna Au
John N. Bauer
Daniel F. Bekavac, Jr.
Lawrence H. Bock
Steven M. Bones
Wayne Collins
Clarence E. Connors
Dustin A. DAlessandro
Kevin Drobish
Shelby D. Ferguson II
Fara Falvo Garretson
Todd D. Green
George R. Hogan
Nick Kalafut
Jessica Keller
Thomas P. Kunsak
Brian Lucas
Patrick M. McGowan
Daniel Olesinski
John F. Rosella
Andrew C. Slater
Anthony G. Staab
Kurt A. Stein
David Wasik
Edwin L. Young
Walter J. Zalewski



y 2025 ACFRDA
HOLIRAY SCCIAL

Clpenact (Qpporturities

Entertainment Sponsorship: $2.500
« 4 entry tickets & option of a table display at the event
« Advertisement in Ready Reference Manual
« Acknowledgement on our members only website
« One full page ad in our monthly publication “the Bulletin™
« Signage recognition at the Holiday Social
« 10 minute pitch/table set up at one general membership meeting
» Opportunity for 3-minute speech at hohiday social or Emcee

shout-out duning event

Drink Sponsorship: 5500
Acknowledgement on our members only website
« One half page ad in our monthly publication “the Bulletin™
« Signage recognition at the holiday social

« Emeee shout-out duning event

Auction Sponsor:
= Company/individual acknowledgement listing in our monthly
publication “the Bulletin™
« -Signage recognition during the holiday social
« ‘Emcee shout-out dunng the event

For more information please contact Ashley
at 412-678-3434
ACFDA2020 @ gmail.com




GET AWAY

FROM THE

NO GROWTH BANK

FOR GOOD!

Fraternal Option

« High Growth 3% Compounded Interest
« Simple Paperwork

« 24-7 Support (evenings & weekends)

« No Insurance Test Required

@ NsS Life Pre-Need

Team up with VPP & NSS Life:

# Turnkey and custom prenesd pegrams * Eye-calching direct mail campasgns
# |n-howse recnatment and braining of sakes agents # Tumkey PowerPoint presentafions o niche markeling
= Eachsive aftercare pogram » frrese bo our VPP Travel Assurance Plan

> &

i

Vantage Point
Rick Poholsky PRE ':‘ E E D

PPy o ol L




Matthews Aurora

FUNERAL SCLLUTIONS

Experience the Matthews Aurora™

DIFFERENCE.

IF you want to
develop a business
growth strategy
that works.

What s the Matthews Auvrora™
Difference?

W are dedicated to providing sodutions
that deliver long=-term Densalits o hElp
wour firm reach its greatest potential
O Funaral Service Consultonts are
your poriners, deeply immasted in
halping your firm ochisse the results
that you expech With Compass, our
propriotary business analysis tool, we
can help your firm solidify business
stratedy, Kentily growih opportunites
and offer famillss mors choices than
bafom. Contoct us todoy to learn how
Compass can help optimize the walue of
ywour businass for todoy and tomarrow

Discover Matthews Auvrora™ Fuoneral Solutions.

Please contoct vt at LEDOUASIIT to be connes ted with your
Matthews durara Funenal Sennce Consufbant



@
Lcba

tomorrow. together.

www.lcbalife.org

» Claims Paid Fast
Within 48 Hours

» £-Confracting Available

» Digital Applications for
Error-Free Submissions

How can we help you, your families,
and your community?

CONTACT JIM TO LEARN MORE!

Jim Schraven - Preneed Director
814.881.6836 / schravenj@Icbalife.org




Allegheny County Funeral
Directors Association

PO Box 23

Venetia PA 15367
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