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Dates to Remember:
November 1 is All Saints’ Day.

November 2 at 2 A.M. is the end of Daylight Saving Time. Set your
clocks back one hour on Saturday night at bedtime.

November 4 is Election Day (U.S.). Don’t forget to vote in state and
federal elections! Every vote counts.

November 11 is Veterans Day .
November 19 is Discovery of Puerto Rico Day.
November 27 is Thanksgiving Day (U.S.)

The day after Thanksgiving, November 28 this year, is known as Black
Friday.

November 30 is the First Sunday of Advent, marking the beginning of
the Advent season.
THE FuLL BEAVER MOON

NOVEMBER’S FULL MOON IS TRADITIONALLY CALLED THE BEAVER MOON.
WHY THIS NAME? IN THE COLONIAL ERA, THIS WAS THE MONTH TO SET
ONE’S BEAVER TRAPS BEFORE THE SWAMPS FROZE AND BEAVERS RETIRED TO
THEIR LODGES, TO ENSURE A SUPPLY OF WARM WINTER FURS.

In 2025, NOVEMBER’S FULTL. MOON 0CCURS ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5.




PENNSYLVANIA
VAULT COMPANY

Your Local, Independent,
Family-Owned
Burial Vault Company

Large enough to serve you, small enough to know you!

= Serving Western Pennsylvania since 1932.

= Available by phone 24/7 .

= High Quality Concrete Vaults that Exceed Industry Standards.
= Complete Professional Graveside Services.

717 West Pittsburgh Street @ 846 Benshoff Hill Road
Greensburg, PA 15601 Johnstown, PA 15906
Phone: 724-837-3620 DORI Phone: 814-535-3633

Hne

Fax: 724-837-6928 > Fax: 814-535-4644
".‘ .’.

Doric plants are certified by the National Concrete Burial Vault Association
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From the Board Room

CUUTVIY

&
As the year comes to an end, we look forward to making changes.
For me, many changes lie ahead. I am leaving the ACFDA board
after 4 years, I am getting married, and lastly, I am leaving my job
at Bekavac Funeral Home after eight and a half wonderful years.

-

Vi

To anyone I have ever served on the board with: it has been a
pleasure to get to know you all on a professional and personal
level. I never saw myself as someone who would serve my
profession on a board, let alone as a president but thank you to
everyone for making it an enjoyable and tolerable experience.
Working with you all has made me better at my job and really
gave me a real sense of community.

To the Bekavac Family: Thank you for everything you have done
for me and my career. I consider you not only my friends, but my
family. You hired a scared and unconfident 19-year-old girl and
turned her into a funeral director. I will be forever grateful that you
took a chance on me. I could not have asked for a better employer
and coworkers.

To all the hardworking funeral service professionals in the
ACFDA: I enjoyed meeting cach of you. I am truly sad to be
leaving Allegheny County after 10 years, but I am looking forward
to whatever my new life holds. I wish you all the best.

Warnia L Rooutty
ACFDA Tmmediate Past Presideat




NMS

NATIONAL MORTUARY

Let our family take care of yours.

We Are Available to Take Your Call 24/%

Experts In:
Domestic & International Shipping
Airline Transfers
Cremation - Flight Booking
Graveside Services
Download for Android Download for iPhone

Embalming - Livery

Airline & Shipping Requirements

Consulate Paperwork & Translation natlmortuaryshipping. com




Alphonso Berardelli Jr. Funeral Supplies

“BIG AL”

World Headquarters
2284 McMonagle Avenue, Pittshurgh, Pennsylvania 15216
Phone: 412-892-8576 ¢ Fax: 412-892-9582

+ Memorial Books ¢Thank You Cards ¢ Crucifixes ¢ Prayer Cards
and WW else ) you need
“JUST ASK AL”

CLYDE F. VILLA

5560 Steeplechase Ct. (412) 835-0711
Bethel Park, PA 15102

“The Funeral Directors Crematory”

PITTSBURGH CREMATION SERVICE

FRED DONATELLI, OWNER
145 CEMETERY LANE ¢ PITTSBURGH, PA. 15237
(412) 939-3299 FAX (412) 931-8387

Olfering the FHighest Standard of Senwice

Member Cremation Association of North America

Renk Levery, Juc.

412-920-4500

126 McClellan Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15236




., Jefferson Hills
i Ciniy

2240 State Route 51, Jefferson Hills, PA 15025

Phone: (412) 384-6836
Fax: (412) 233-3272

*Please call for info and pricing.

& %ess en gef ;\\ A

www.messengerstationery.com

Serving the funeral industry for over 110 years!

Gary Marks
412 527-0484
gary.m.marks@comcast.net

Save time. Save money. Save my number.
Its’ the only one you need!

&W(e&f‘engerx2j =rr Thumb ley

EXPRESS FUNERAL FUNDNG

Sean @dtﬂ&{ R@gﬂiz
Bagpiper
~\ Full Time 7

Third Generation
Former World Champion
Quarter Century of Experience

‘ 3

Pittsburgh, PA| (412) 726-0218 | sprbagpiper@fiotmail.com | www.sprbagpiper.com




iHILDREN’S GRIEF
S ¥

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 16™ 3:30-4:30PM
KOBACKER HOUSE - 800 MCCONNELL DRIVE ~ COLUMBUS, OHIO 43214

WALK TO
HONOR | REMEMBER | RAISE AWARENESS

Join us to walk the 1 mile
Participants may choose

path along Kobacker House to support Children’s Grief Awareness.
to bring photos or wear shirts in memory of someone who has died.

Registration is required for this free event. Call 614-566-1 728 or email youtharief@ohiohealth com
An OhioHealth Loss and Healing Services Family Engagement Event

VIRTUAL YOUNG
ADULT GRIEF
SUPPORT

Grief is challenging under any circumstance. As a young adult,
experiencing the death of someone close to you can be especially
challenging. By providing a safe, caring, and confidential setting, this
NO COST group will help empower and equip young adults ages
18-30 with tools that will help them on their grief journeys.

This virtual setting is designed to be an 8 week support group
where young adults will be able to hear from peers who are
grieving, gaining an understanding that they’re not alone.

For additional information, e-mail contactus@highmark.com or
use the QR Code to the left.

*An intake process is required for entry into
this support group.




Thursday December 4th, 2025 @ 6:00pm

The Rivers Casino

' 777 Casino Drive '

Pittsburgh, PA 15212

Please join us in honoring George & Kathleen

Entenmann with the Career of Excellence Awards £

o YRSVP 1o Ashley
¥ by November 2zoth




THE ALLEGHENY COUNTY FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION £
CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY

Date: January 21st , 2026

Location: : The Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science
5808 Baum Blvd, Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Course: “Technology-Providing a More Convenient Experience to the
Funeral Consumer”

Course Start Time: 5:00 pm
Presenter: Adam Shaffer
Credit Hours: 1.5

Course: “ Funeral Director Burnout”

Course Start Time: 6:30 pm
Presenter: Shelby Ogozaly
Credit Hours: 1.5

Light refreshments and an open bar will be available beginning at
4:00pm. The courses willl begin after a short memorial service with
Bishop Eckman followed by the installation of oncoming board
members.

The State Board of Funeral Directors has approved each program for

1.5 PACE credit. The entire meeting must be attended to receive your
certificate for this CEU. ACFDA members are free. Non-members
will be charged $100.00.

Please register with Ashley at acfda2020@gmail.com or call
412-678-3434.




GET AWAY

FROM THE

NO GROWTH BANK

FOR GOOD!

Fraternal Option

« High Growth 3% Compounded Interest
» Simple Paperwork

o 24-7 Support (evenings & weekends)

» No Insurance Test Required

@ NSS Life Pre-Need

Team up with VPP & NSS Life:

© Turnkey and custom preneed programs ® Eye-catching direct mail campaigns
* [n-house recruitment and training of sales agents e Turnkey PowerPoint presentations for niche marketing
e Exclusive aftercare program ® Access to our VPP Travel Assurance Plan

CALL TODAY TO LEARN MORE!

C I )

Vantage Point

Rick Poholsky PRENEEDw
724-744-0397

info@vantagepointpreneed.com

VantagePointPreneed.com



‘Matthews Aurora

FUNERAL SOLUTIONS

Experience the Matthews Aurora™

DIFFERENCE.

il
|

IF you want to
generate more
revenue with
each cremation.

What is the Matthews Avrora™
Difference?

We are committed to providing the
tools and training to help funeral
professionals educate families about
all of their choices for cremation. Our
industry-leading cremation program,
I'll Remember You® has proven
success growing cremation revenue by
promoting the value of funeral service
along with a flexible, wide-ranging
merchandise selection to build a
memorable farewell. Contact us today
to learn how I'll Remember You® can
help grow your business while better
serving your families.

Discover Matthews Aurora™ Funeral Solutions.
Please contact us at 1.800.457.1111 to be connected with your

Matthews Aurora Funeral Service Consultant.

MAFS-11852-2024 © 2024 Matthews International Corporation, all ri rved.

MATTHEWS® and MATTHEWS INTERNATIONAL® are registered trademarks of Matthews International Corporation




EXTENSIVE LINE OF CASKETS & URNS

FINE HARDWOODS & METALS,
VENEERS & CREMATION CASKETS

URNS, KEEPSAi{ES, JEWELRY,
DISPLAYS & SHOWROOMS

HAVEN LINE INDUSTRIES

OVER 100 YEARS OF DELIVERING
FAIR PRICING, QUALITY & SERVICE

Thank you for your support as we
serve your Funeral Homes with

STRAIGHTFORWARD BUSINESS
RESPECT & INTEGRITY
AMERICAN VALUES

SCHUYLKILL HAVEN CASKET COMPANY, INC

HARDWOOD DIVISION
CoLuMBIA CASKETS CORP

METAL DivISION

GIVE US A CALL TO COME AND VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!
MONROEVILLE PA TRI-STATE DISTRIBUTION & SHOWROOM

DOUG BUCHER, DISTRIBUTION MGR 1-888-228-1363

DON STRATHMANN, SALES MANAGER 412-580-9208
HARRY RISHER 412-491-8120

GRANT HENKEL 412-400-6293




Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association
2025 Board of Trustees

President: Jesse McElroy-Torquato Vice President: Mya Garrett
Perman Funeral Home Thomas-Little Funeral Service, Inc
923 Saxonburg BlVdPgh PA 15223 305 Main Street Imperlal PA 15126
412-486-3600 412-621-8282

Secretary: LeeAnn Sherman
Brady Funeral Home

Treasurer: Domenic Ferrari

Paul E Bekavac Funeral Home
920 Cedar Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15212 291 N 2nd Ave. Eliz.. PA 15037

412-321-0495 412-384-5100

Immediate Past President: Maria Koontz
Bekavac Funeral Home
555 5th St, Clairton PA 15025
412-233-5700

Shelby L Ogozaly 923 Saxonburg Blvd.Pgh PA 15223............... 412-486-3600
Anna F. Nesbit 7450 Saltsburg Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 ........... 412-793-3000
Emily Y Lowe 3511 Main St, Homestead, PA 15120 .................. 412 461-6394
Fed. Member: Lynn TecK........c..coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicecce e 412-563-2800

Executive Director: Ashley Urlakis-PO Box 23 Ven. PA 15367..412-678-3434

Legislative:M. Koontz & J Hahn Membership: M. Garrett & M Koontz

Cem: & Hos:J. Torquato & L. Teck ~ Program: S Ogozaly & M Koontz
Education: L Sherman & D. Ferrari  Public Relations:D Ferrari & A. Nesbit

AT TN A

ALLEGHENY COUNTY FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION
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Pennsylvania Funeral
Directors Association

7441 Allentown Boulevard Harrisburg, PA 17112
1-717-545-7215 - 1-800-692-6068 - FAX 1-717-545-7360

PFDA

www.pfda .org

2025 Board of Governors

President: Jeffrey Baronick
211 S. Main Street
DuBois PA 15801

814-371-2040

Secretary/Treasurer: Angela M. Ulen
3532 Walnut Street
Harrisburg, PA 17109
717 651-1000

Immediate Past Pres.: Bruce Parthemore
1303 Bridge Street
New Cumberland PA 17070
717-774-7721

District Governors

District 1: Jennifer L. Tomon
97 Grim Avenue

Ellwood City, PA 16117
724-752-1556

District 2: James Hahn
547 8 th St. Ambridge PA 15003
724-266-2549

District 3: Marc Zmijowski
PO Box 517 Roscoe, PA 15477
724-938-9323

District 4: Scott E. Kaufman
2102 Northway Road Willspt., PA 17701
570- 323-1544

District 5: Gregory L Myer
382 Church St Montrose PA 18801
570-278-8100

District 6: Open

District 7: Timothy McCloone
142 North Main Street

North Wales, PA 19454
215-699-3442

District 8: Milian E. Rodriguez
1101 E. Erie Avenue Philagelphia, PA 19124
215-537-8686

District 9: William Spence
40 North Charlotte St. Manheim PA 17545
717-664-2270

District 10: Michelle Muccio-Krise
151 N. Michael St. St Marys PA 15857
814-834-4317

Quaker State: Tasha Dugan
225 Belmont Avenue Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
610- 668-9900

Office Staff

Executive Director ....................
General Counsel...........ccccoe.e...
Membership Coordinators.........
Meeting & Convention Coordinator ......................
Administrative Assistant ...........

Trust Administrators

............................... Adam Shaffer
...................................... Wes Rish
............................. Allison Hinkle

Kristine Hartz

....................... Abigail S. Bennett

Deb Miller & Emilie Rudder



Pennsylvania State Board of Funeral Directors

PO Box 2649 Harrisburg, PA 17105
Phone: 717-783-3397 Fax 717-705-5540
Consumer Complaints: 1-800-822-2113

Email: st-funerali@pa.gov

Kenneth DuPree
Chairperson

Greg Furlong
Vice Chairperson

Eric D. Ruggeri— Secretary
Board Secretary

Jennifer Kirk
Designee for the Office of Attorney General Consumer Protection

Arion R Claggett
Commissioner of the Bureau of Professional & Occupational Affairs

Professional Members:
Christopher Feryo
Chad M Lutz
Charles Snyder 111

Open Seat: Public Member ( 1)

BOARD STAFF
Shawn Jayman, Board Counsel
J. Leslic Warner, Board Administrator
J Leslie Warner,Education Certification Evaluator
James Labalokie,Education Certification Evaluator




Dove Releases by Dovecote Missions

www.dovecotemissions.com /',
Contact Ken Haselrig -

412.443.7733
Simply @
Beautiful "hNE

Certified e : '_ Ask about our dove delivery service
Celebrant - ; =1, option for easy releases by your staff.

PITTSBURGH INSTITUTE
OF MORTUARY SCIENCE

5808 Baum Boulevard Pl.eas:,e know tha_t you can s_upport our
= . mission by providing practical clinical
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania experiences for our students.
15206 If your funeral home is serving a family
“in need” that might benefit from
412-362-8500 decedent care and transfer services
www.pims.edu that will be provided to them at NO

COST by the students (under licensed
supervision by our instructors),
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL!
We are ALWAYS ready to serve and
n@ ] ma your consideration not only helps out a

) | W family in need but also the future of the

WWW.PIMS.ebpu funeral service profession.



Style and Strength.
That’s the Wilbert Way

Structurally sound and beautifully designed, Wilbert sets the standard for lined and sealed burial vaults. Con-
structed of high strength concrete and reinforced with a plastic liner, a Wilbert vault helps protect the casket
and its contents from ground contaminants entering the gravesite and from immense overhead weight. Along
with a wide range of colors and materials, many Wilbert models are designed to allow for a personalized vault
cover for display during the ceremony.

Families can capture a cherished memory or highlight a loved one's spirit, passion and personality for a mean-
ingful tribute that will be admired and appreciated by all who attend the service at the cemetery.

Who says a vault can't be strong and stylish? That's the Wilbert Way.

Wilbert of Pittsburgh Wilbert of Mt Pleasant
1029 McCartney Street 153 South Quarry Street
Pittsburgh PA 15666 Mt Pleasant PA 15666

412-922-7600 724-547-2865

Commemorating First Responders provides
families of firefighters, law enforcement of-
ficers and emergency medical personnel who
have died in the line of duty with a tribute
worthy of their valor and sacrifice.

At no charge to the family, Wilbert will do-
nate

a Stainless Steel Triune® burial vault with
personalization. If permitted, a WilbertWay
graveside service may also be included.

For cremation families, we offer a choice of
any urn from our Cremation Choices catalog,
and a Stainless Steel Triune® urn vault with
personalization for memorial tribute. Urn en-

graving and shipping are also provided at no

Pictured Above: Wilbert Stainless Steel Triune® Urn .

Vault with Arlington® urn. Wilbert Stainless Steel cost to the family.

Triune® burial vault. Bur- 3 ial vaults and urn vaults pro-  For more details about the program to honor
vided through the Com- memorating First Responders

ized with a Wilbert Legacy fallen heroes in your community, contact
hero’s profession (if availa- ~ YOUT local Wilbert representative or visit
personalized with photos. www.wilbert.com.

program can be custom-
Series print depicting the
ble) or a Legacy II print




A message from our
October General
Membership Meeting

Sponsor Kevin Gordan

Hello ACFDA,

It was a pleasure meeting many of you at the
October gathering at PIMS. I truly appreciated the
opportunity to attend your sessions and gain insight
into the latest developments in your ﬁel§.

At Community Bank, we’re enthusiastic about
learning more about your businesses and exploring
ways we can support your growth—whether
through streamlining operations or helping you
achieve your financial objectives.

If you have any banking or financial needs, please
don’t hesitate to contact Kevin Gordon. We’d be
honored to have the chance to earn your trust and
your business.

Kevin Gordon th

VP, Treasury .
Management C()mmumty
Relationship Manager B I]_l

(724) 833-7619 dIK



2025 ACFRA

Entertainment Sponsorship: $2,500
« 4 entry tickets & option of a table display at the event
« Advertisement in Ready Reference Manual
« Acknowledgement on our members only website
« One full page ad in our monthly publication “the Bulletin”
. Signage recognition at the Holiday Social
- 10 minute pitch/table set up at one general membership meeting
« Opportunity for 3-minute speech at holiday social or Emcee
shout-out during event

Drink Sponsorship: $500

Acknowledgement on our members only website

One half page ad in our monthly publication “the Bulletin”
Signage recognition at the holiday social

Emcee shout-out during event

Auction Sponsor:
Company/individual acknowledgement listing in our monthly
publication “the Bulletin”

-Signage recognition during the holiday social
‘Emcee shout-out during the event

For more information please contact Ashley
at 412-678-3434
ACFDA2020@gmail.com




O
Lcba

tomorrow. together.

www.lcbalife.org

» Claims Paid Fast
Within 48 Hours

» £-Conftracting Available

» Digital Applications for
Error-Free Submissions

How can we help you, your families,
and your community?

CONTACT JIM TO LEARN MORE!

Jim Schraven - Preneed Director
814.881.6836 / schravenj@Icbalife.org




Happy Birthday to the following ACFDA members
Enjoy your day

Tyler J. Best
Thaddeus T. Boron, Jr
Jeffrey Fugh
Dionna M. Kost
Edward P. Kanai
Sarah McAlee
James O. Pinkerton
Gregory P Rohanna
R. D. Schellhaas, Jr
Timothy K. Slater
Janice Miller Stein
Joseph Strednak
John W. Taylor
David G. Williams
Donald Vey



November 13, 2025 .
12:00PM - 5:00PM

Pittsburgh Wrap Up Session
Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science

Pittsburgh -
Wrap Up Session

Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science (PIMS)
5808 Baum Boulevard
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Time: 12pm - Spm
Register Today!
Registration Price: | | —

PFDA Members $100 per course
Non-Members $200 per course



Allegheny County Funeral
Directors Association

PO Box 23

Venetia PA 15367
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