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June 5 is World Environment Day—a day meant to raise environmental
awareness across the globe.

June 14 is Flag Day (U.S.). Be sure to raise the flag!

June 15 is Father’s Day this year. Find activity ideas and learn about the history
of Father’s Day.

June 19 is Juneteenth (also known as Freedom Day or Emancipation Day). On
this day in 1865, Union General Gordon Granger read the Emancipation
Proclamation aloud in Galveston, Texas, effectively liberating enslaved people in
the state, which had thus far been beyond control of the Union Army.

June 20 is the summer solstice, which heralds the start of summer in the
Northern Hemisphere. It’s the day with the most hours of daylight. In the
Southern Hemisphere, winter begins at this time.

June 24 brings Midsummer Day, also St. John the Baptist’s Feast Day:.
Traditionally, this was the midpoint of the growing season, halfway between
planting and harvesting.

June 28 is the anniversary of the 1969 Stonewall Riots—a watershed moment for
LGBT rights in the United States.

The Full Strawberry Moon
June’s full Moon, the tull Strawberry Moon, occurs on
Wednesday, June 11. It reaches peak illumination at 11:41 P.M.
(EDT) that evening.
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PENNSYLVANIA
VAULT COMPANY

Your Local, Independent|
Family-Owned
Burial Vault Company

Large enough to serve you, small enough to know you!

= Serving Westarn Pennsylvama since 1932,

= Available by phone 24/7

= High Quality Concrete Vaults that Exceed Industry Standards.
= Complete Professional Graveside Services.

717 West Pittsburgh Street @ 846 Benshoff Hill Road
Greenshurg, PA 15601 - Johnstown, PA § 55906
Phone: 724-837-3620 DORIC Phone: $14-535.3633

Fag T24-837-6028 Faod: Blda33 3l i)

Diogic plants are cerfified ter the Nagional Concrete Busial Waualt Assoc sfion
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From The Board Poom

LEGACY AND FIRST GENERATION
( We need to work together to survive
a business of dcath)

They say the expert in anything was once a beginner. When [ was in
Mortuary School there was a high percentage of students that were
raised in [uneral businesses. My current practicum students have
informed me that these students are referred to as “Legacy” students,
and that T am called a “Tirst Gen”. First Gen just mcans [ was new to the
business with no family cxperiencc. So I definitely had some catching
up to do.

[ have been lucky in my career 1o work [or a (ew [uneral homes, and
be mentored by many amazing tfuneral directors. [ will never stop
[carning and asking questions, Unfortunately some aren’t as lucky as
me. The Legacy and Older gencerations have sonie pretty cool tricks of
the trade, advice, experiences, stories, they know the rights and wrongs,
tradilions, and just how Lo be a good director. First and Younger
Geenerations bring a new perspective Lo the business, new energy, and
fresh ideas to the table. They introduce new technologies, new burial
and cremation practices, and have a deep desire to serve others.

When [ joined the ACFDA in 2018, I have to admit [ was scared. The
board was mostly comprised ol Legacy and experienced directors, and 1
had no clue where to start. Most of them even had their parents serve at
some point on the board. It was great to learn from them all. Qur
current ACFDA board members are mostly First Gen, with a little
Legacy cxperience sprinkled in. Thercfore we constantly work hard to
learn and encourage you to guide us, advise us, teach us, and let us
know il we are doing something wrong. We would even love [or you Lo
join the board with us.

CUUUUUORYYNUEE Y
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From The Board Poom

The future of funeral service, ACFDA, PFDA, Pittsburgh
Institute of Mortuary Science, etc. is not about choosing between
old and new. It lies in honoring both.

Together, their combined strengths can ensure that we serve our
families properly, provide mentorship to all, and keep our
profession strong and unified.

Albert Einstein once said, “The only source of knowledge is
experience.” So let us recognize each other not by how we came to
the profession, but what we can bring to it and how we can move
forward together.

Peace and Love,

Leertun Steunan
ACFDH4 Board Secretary
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Alphonso Berardelli Jr. Funeral Supplies

“BIG AL”

World Headguariers
2284 McMonagle Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15216
Phona: 412-892-0576 » Fax: 412-892-8582

* Memorial Books «Thank You Cards « Crucifixes « Prayer Cards
ol angthing cl g need
“JUST ASK AL"

CLYDE F. VILLA

5560 Steeplechase Ct. (412) 835-071 1|
Bethel Park, PA 15102

“The Funeral Directors Crematory”

PITTSBURGH CREMATION SERVICE

FRED DONATELLI, OWNER
145 CEMETERY LANE » PITTSBURGH, PA. 15237
(412) 939-3299 FAX (412) 931-8387

Offening the FHighest Standard of Sewice

Miembate Creenammn Ageogaran of Noerrh Amdenca

Renk Levery, Tuc.

412-920-4500
126 McClellan Dirive
Pittsburgh, PA 15236
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Jefferson Hills
Qranaﬁ:/g,

LZL40 Hinte Heoule 51, Jellerson Hills, FA 15025

Phone: (412) 384 6836
Fax: (412) 2333272

*Please call for info and pricing.
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essenger cn”

www.messengerstationery.com

Serving the funeral industry for over 110 years!

Gary Marks
412 527-0484
gary.m.marks@comcast.net

Save time. Save money. Save my number.
its" the only one you need!

@ﬂﬁf}ﬁftﬁs = - Thumbies

FEFVE LT AU L FU S

Sean Patrick, Regay,

Bagpiper
) Full Time ~

Third Generation
Former World Champion
Quarter Century of Expenence

Freesturgh, BA| (912) 726-0218 | sprbagpiper@fotmailcom | wurw sprbagpiper.com

£ A\




INGHMARK

CARING PLACEe

finding hope in grief

Volunteers at the Caring Place work with children ond families wha
need a helping hand.

Volunteers create a community of safety and trust.
Volunteers are trained and supported by the staff.

Mo particular experience neaded—just an ability to truly listen to others
and to support them through their heartache ond their healing.

ContactUs@Highmark.com




L1
o

CARING PLACE BROCHURES

Available upon request at no cost

Are you interested in receiving
Caring Place Brochures?

Scan this QR Code with the
camera on your smart phone to be
taken to a form to learn more &
submit a request.

About Brochures
Resources for the jouney of Grief is a series of informational brochures that focuses
on educating and supporting families and community professionals on the needs of
grieving children and families. The purpose of the brochures is to help parents, as
well as teachers and other professionals whe work with children, to be better
equipped when interacting with grieving children. These user-friendly brochures, brief
and easy-to-read, and avallable without cost, capture the essence of the issues and
provide guidance in supporting a grieving child or adulc

Please check out our website or scan the QR code to learn more about the

Caring Place program and resources

www.HighmarkCaringPlace.com

CENTRAL P& ERIE PITTSBLIRGH WARREMNDALE

BEb-H13-4673 | -B667 1 24673 | -BBE-174-467 1 | BT 344073




PEDA

Pennsylvania Funeral
Directors Association

2029

CONVENTION
& EXPO

WIND CREEK RESORT & CASINO

71 WIND CREEK BLVD, BETHLEHEM PA
JUNE 8TH - 11TH, 2025

MEMBER REGISTRATION



The Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association
Continuing Education Opportunity

Date: October 15th . 2025 \

Location: : The Putsburgh Institute of Mortuary Scrence
3808 Baum Blvd, Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Course: “Pennsylvania State Police — Ceremonial Unit: Its role in
Department Ceremonies, Funeral Protocol & Etiquette”™

Course Start Time: 4:30 pm
Presenter: Tpr. Gregory L. Brown
Credit Hours: |

Course: " Succession Planning: Ready, Set, Go"

Course Start Time: 5:30 pm
Presenter: Frank Perman
Credit Hours: |

Light refreshments and an open bar will be available beginning at
4:00pm.

The State Board of Funeral Directors has approved each program for |
PACE credit. The entire meeting must be attended to receive vour
certificate for this CEU. ACFDA members are free. Non-members

will be charged $100.00,

Please register with Ashley at acfda20200 gmail.com or call
412-678-3434,
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NSS Life. [P

: Helping families frrotect
@ Fanily Matiers... PR S
S tatevead ;-f%? « Frssctance ¢ Sinoe T8N
Why people like NSS Life?
* Easy, simple products
* Plan 2 growth rate of 2.75%
* Flex Annuity oprion thar allows

for additional payments
* 24 hr. turnaround on claims

* Commissions paid twice a month

Contact us to join our family!
(724) 731-0094
1301 Ashwaod Drive, Canonsburg, PA 15317

I-E' wranaLnsslife.crg
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HELPING YOU MAKE ALL THE DNFFERENCE

717-309-9983 717-666-4187
mblack@dodgeco.com jhindes@dodgeco.com

www.dodgeco.com shop.dodgeco.com 1-800-443-6343




Style and Strength.
That’s the Wilbert Way

Structurallly soamd and beastifully designed, Walheort soix the standand for limed amd sealed bunal vaulis, Con-
strochod off high stremgth svmeorete and ramforcad with a plastic bmer, a Walksrr vaalt helps protet the saska
anid is coments from groamnd costamanants emening the gravesise amd from immense overhead weight Along
with a wide mnge of colors and matenals, mamy W ilbhert models are dessgned o allow for & personalized vaml
caver for display during the eorensony,

Faenihics cam capiuge a chemshed memery or highligh 2 loved ene’s spim, passion sl personalicy for & mean-
imgfal tribute thai will he sdmared and spprecisied by all who stiend the service ai the cemetery.

Whie savs 0 vault cen'’t he strong and sivish® That's the Wilkert Way

Wil fPi 1h Wilbert of Mt Pleasant
1029 McCartney Street 133 South Ouarry Street
Pittshurgh PA {5666 M Pleasant PA 15666

412-922-T600 724-547-2865

Cormensorating Furst Besponders provides
fmmulics ol felighters, law enlorament of-
fiers aml emerpensy medical personnel who
have died in the [ine of duty with o tnbuie
wioathy ol ther valor and sacnbice.

At mir charge 1o the Famaly, Wilbert will do-
nae

n Snindess Seel Trnme® burinl vasll wsik
persomnalizatbom, 15 permaial a WilksnWay
graveside service may also be meluded

Forr cresnation Bamilics, we offer a chotee of
any wm from our Cremation Chowes catalog,
and a Stamles Secel Trune® um vauh with
personalizxiicn for memorial inibate, U'm en-

graving and shipping are also provided ol mo

Mectored howe. Wilkesi
Waull with Aslingien®
Trdive® binial virall P -
wishedl ol the Cisi-
[AOErai Ca b CasIodm:
Seres primi deprcning i
b} o m Logacy 11 prind

Srnmlews Sice] Tinme® Uen he £
. Wilbert Suaisdess Sacel 0081 19 The amuly
1l vl ind wEn v fad

F detals about th 1 e
ST . A [T = § PEUNETRMIE 1 Ao

e o T e fallen Beroes in vaur community, coniac
beoras professsn (3] avsts wour loazil Wilber! represeniabve or visit
perrdoed with phoio W et g,




Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association
2025 Board of Trustees

President: Jesse McElroy-Torquato Vice President: Mya Garrett
Perman Funeral Home Thomas-Little Funeral Service, Inc
923 Saxonburg Blvd.Pgh PA 15223 305 Main Street Imperial PA 15126
412-486-3600 412-621-8282
Secretary: LeeAnn Sherman Treasurer: Domenic Ferrari
Brady Funeral Home Paul E Bekavac Funeral Home
920 Cedar Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15212 221 N 2nd Ave, Elizabeth, PA 15037
412-321-0495 412-384-5100

Immediate Past President: Maria Koontz
Bekavac Funeral Home
555 5th St, Clairton PA 15025
412-233-5700

Shelby L Ogozaly 923 Saxonburg Blvd.Pgh PA 15223..................... 412-486-3600
Anna F. Nesbit 7450 Saltsburg Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 ................. 412-793-3000
Emily Y Lowe 3511 Main St, Homestead, PA 15120 .......ccccccoeiie. 412 461-6394
Fed. Member: Lynn TecK.......cc..oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 412-563-2800

Executive Director: Ashley Urlakis-PO Box 23 Venetia PA 15367....412-678-3434
® 000 0000000 0 0

Committees

Legislative:M. Koontz & H. Readshaw ~ Membership: M. Garrett & M Koontz

Cem: & Hos:J. Torquato & L. Teck Program: S Ogozaly & M Koontz
Education: L Sherman & D. Ferrari Public Relations:D Ferrari & A. Nesbit

A T"TNA
I'XSo L LT L



Pennsylvania Funeral
Directors Association

7441 Allentown Boulevard Harrisburg, PA 17112
1-717-545-7215 - 1-800-692-6068 - FAX 1-717-545-7360
www.pfda .org

PFDA

2025 Board of Governors

President: Jeffrey Baronick
211 S. Main Street
DuBois PA 15801

814-371-2040

Secretary/Treasurer: Angela M. Ulen
3532 Walnut Street
Harrisburg, PA 17109
717 651-1000

Immediate Past Pres.: Bruce Parthemore
1303 Bridge Street
New Cumberland PA 17070
717-774-7721

Distriet Governors

District 1: Jennifer L. Tomon
97 Grim Avenue

Ellwood City, PA 16117
724-752-1556

District 2: Harry Readshaw
1503 Brownsville Rd Pgh PA 15210
412-882-3850

District 3: Marc Zmijowski
PO Box 517 Roscoe, PA 15477
724-938-9323

District 4: Scott E. Kaufman
2102 Northway Road Willspt., PA 17701
570- 323-1544

District 5: Gregory L Myer
382 Church St Montrose PA 18801
570-278-8100

District 6: John Lutz IT
2100 Perkiomen Ave Reading PA 19606
610-376-7121

District 7: Patricia Ann Quigley
225 Belmont Ave Bala Cynwyd PA 19004
610-538-6229

District 8: Milian E. Rodriguez
1101 E. Erie Avenue Philadelphia, PA 19124
215-537-8686

District 9: William Spence
40 North Charlotte St. Manheim PA 17545
717-664-2270

District 10: Michelle Muccio-Krise
151 N. Michael St. St Marys PA 15857
814-834-4317

Quaker State: Tasha Dugan
225 Belmont Avenue Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
610- 668-9900

Office Staff

Executive Director .......cocoeivieeiiiiciiiie e Kathy Ryan, Esq
Asst. Exec. Director & COO....oocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinee, Adam Shaffer
Membership Coordinators..........c.coeeeeeeiieeieeennennn, Allison Hinkle
Meeting & Convention Coordinator ...................... Kristine Hartz

Administrative Assistant ...........
Trust Administrators ..................

....................... Abigail S. Bennett
....... Deb Miller & Emilie Rudder



Pennsylvama State Board of Funeral Directors

PO Box 2649 Harrisburg, PA 17105
Phone: 717-783-3397 Fax 717-705-5540
Consumer Complaints: 1-800-822-2113

Email: st-funeral@pa.gov

Kenneth DuPree
Chairperson

Greg Furlong
Vice Chairperson

Eric D. Ruggeri— Secretary
Board Secretary

Jenniler Kirk
Designee for the Oftice of Attorney General Consumer Protection

Arion R Claggett
Commissioncr of the Burcau of Professional & Occupational Aflairs

Professional Members:
Christopher Feryo
Chad M Lutz
Charles Snyder III

Open Scat: Public Member (1)

BOARD STAFF
Shawn Jayman, Board Couunscl
J. Leslie Warner, Board Administrator
J Leslie Warner,Education Certification Evaluator
James T.abalokic,[ducation Certification Evaluator
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PITTSBURGH INSTITUTE
OF MORTUARY SCIENCE
5808 Baum Boulevard ﬁm‘ﬁﬂﬂ E::ﬂﬁ i & prortout
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania ,
412-362-8500 s fagons iy gzl
www.pims. edu ‘hat wil be provided fo them at NO
: - COST by the students [under llcensed

supervision by our instructors),
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL!
We are ALWAYS ready to serve and
your consideration not only helps out a
EBEIE I omivin need butaiso the future of the

WWW.Rms.epu funeral service profession.

Dove Releases by Dovecote Missions

www.dovecotemissions.com ﬁ
Contact Ken Haselrig K‘:"’
412.443.7733

Simply
Beautiful
T

E'wﬂiﬁ ed = _. ._ Ask about our dove delivery service
option for easy releases by your staff.

Celebrant




NMS

NATIONAL MORTUARY

Let our ﬁunﬂ}f take care of yOurs.

We Are Available to Take Your Call 2 7

]' '\Ejt I'LS [I:I.:
Homestic & |ndernational "::'||||||||'||;:

Airlioe TramsEers

natlmort u.li':-.':-]'l P RIngE. COm




EXTENSIVE LINE OF CASKETS & URNS

FINE HARDWOODS & METALS,
VENEERS & CREMATION CASKETS

URNS, KEEPSAKES, JEWELRY,
DISPLAYS & SHOWROOMS

HAVEN LINE INDUSTRIES
OVER 100 YEARS OF DELIVERING
FAIR PRICING. QUALITY & SERVICE

Thank you Tor your supporl as we
serve your Funeral Homes with

STRAIGHTFORWARD BUSINESS
RESPECT & INTEGRITY
AMERICAN VALUES

SCHUYLKILL HAVEN CASKET COMPANY, INC

Harowooo DVisIoN
CoLumsls CASKETS CORP

METAL DnviSIon

GIVE US A CALL TO COME AND VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!
MONROEVILLE PA TRISTATE DISTRIBUTION & SHOWROOM

DOUG BUCHER, DISTRIBUTION MGR 1-888-228-1363
DON STRATHMANN, SALES MANAGER 412-580-9208
HARRY RISHER 412-491-8120

GRANT HENKEL 412-400-6293
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Happy Birthday to the following ACFDA members
Enjoy your day

Anthony J. Bekavac John E Kirk
Albert F Borek Richard F. Koll, IIT
Roger M. DeCarbo Jessica T. Miller
Sandra L Duke Eugene Ogrodnik
Thomas D. English William W, Rusiewicz
I Kirk Freyvogel Edward J Tatko
David J. Henney Amy Vanella
R. Dennis Hughes Mark S. Vissotski
James R. Jobe

Any ACFDA member that is planning to attend the PFDA
convention in June may be designated as a “‘delegate” if
they so desire. Our association is entitled to have 5
delegates. You would have voting privileges if there were
issues to be considered. You would be obligated to attend
the meeting on Tuesday June 10th, 2025 from 9:00am
-9:30am. Anyone interested should contact Harry
Readshaw by phone or text at 412-759-9546 before May
15th, 2025. Thank you

TR W e ———




Did you hear???

ACFDA has a nhew
Facebook page. Scan
the QR code below to
stay up to date on
the Association.

We will be glad to
share the good news
and works of your
funeral home on our
page. Feel free to
share the page with
your community.

A funeral professional only, private group, moderated by
the ACFDA board, will be started soon. Be on the look out.

= e -




GET AWAY

FROM THE

NO GROWTH BANK

FOR GOOD!

Fraternal Option

» High Growth 3% Compounded Interest
« Simple Paperwork

« 24-7 Support (evenings & weekends)

« Mo Insurance Test Required

@ NSS Life Pre-Need

Team up with VPP & NSS Life:

* Tiirekey and custom preneed programs * Bye-catching direct mad compagns
# |i-hoese recnatment and training of sales apents * Turnkey PowerPomt presentations for niche markeling
# Exchesive aftercare pmgram # Aecess bo our VPP Travel Assurance Plan

LEARM MORE!

> &

Vantage Point
Rick Poholsky PREMNEED
724-744- 0397




Matthews Aurora

FUMERAL SOLUTIONS

Experience the Matthews Aurora”
DIFFERENCE.

IF you want simple
solutions to engage with
families both in-person
and online.

What i the Matthaws Auvrora™
Differenca?

g fomilies’ needs avohee, funerol
technology needs to evolve with them.
That's why Motthews Awrona & focused
on creating solutions that maoke it sasy
foryou o serve fomilies in fodoy's digital
warld. Our Fomilly Conngctions techrology
anables your firm to balp fomibes

mioke ormngements from onywhere

Cwr Armanger software offers o simpla
preseniotion system to educate fomilies
about oll your servicos ond merchondsa
options. find cur Solution Cantar & your
one-31op shop for quick and eoxy online
ordering product customization, digital
maerchandising end muech more. Contoct
us today far o demo and learn how oor
technokogy solurbiors con help you grow
WO DS OSE

Discover Matthews Avrora™ Funeral Solutions.

Please contact us at 1.800.457111 to be connected with your

Matthews Auvrora Funeral Service Consultant




Grapevine

Shout out to our Board of Trustees member, Anna Nesbit,

CFSP for her Presentation, Real Talk: Relationships, Self

Care, and Growth with Worsham College President, Leili
McMurrough at this year's National Funeral Directors

Association Professional Women's Conference. The

conference welcomed over 200 attendees to Santa Ana
Pueblo, NM. Congrats to Anna on her first conference
presentation and we are looking forward to her next

opportunity to speak in Chicago at the NFDA Convention
and Expo, October 26-29, 202§.




@
Lcba

tomorrow. together.

www.lcbalife.org

» Claims Paid Fast
Within 48 Hours

» E-Contracting Available

» Digital Applications for
Error-Free Submissions

How can we help you, your families,
and your community?

CONTACT JIM TO LEARN MORE!

Jim Schraven - Preneed Director
814.881.6836 / schravenj@Icbalife.org
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