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Katherine Women’s Legal Service (KWILS) is a specialist women’s legal service for women, by women.
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KWILS acknowledges all Nations across the Big Rivers Region as the Traditional Owners of the Country
we live and work on. We particularly celebrate the strength of the women who have cared for their
children, families, and country for countless generations, and continue to do so.
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KWILS work with all women, of all ages, in Katherine and the Big Rivers region, to reach a future where
all women and their children are safe, living with dignity and respect.
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You do not need to have permanent residency or citizenship to talk to KWILS: we can help you
whatever your visa status.
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Our lawyers give free legal advice and representation, with a focus on domestic, family and sexual
violence, child protection and family law (separation, divorce, and parenting arrangements).
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We can also help with civil law problems like discrimination; complaints about police, health care
providers, education and Corrections; victims of crime compensation; housing and Centrelink
problems, and employment law.
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KWILS employs Support Workers who work closely with clients. They can be with you in appointments
orin court, and can work with you to do all those important non-legal tasks like completing forms and
applications, making and keeping appointments, and referrals to other services.
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When you talk to a lawyer, you tell them your story, and what you would like to happen. The lawyer

will then tell you about what legal options you have. It is your choice what you do next. The lawyer
cannot start any work for you unless you tell them to.
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Our office is a private, safe space. Our lawyers and support workers are women too, and want you to
feel safe and comfortable at all times.
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If you prefer, we are happy to meet you on a video call, or come to you where you feel safe and
comfortable.
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You can talk to KWILS with an interpreter, so you can tell us your story in the language that you feel
most comfortable with.
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If KWILS is not the right service to help you, we will help you find you the right service. Never be afraid
to ask for help: that is why we are here.
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At KWILS, we listen and deeply respect our clients’ own assessment of their safety, and their family’s
safety.
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Lawyers are allowed to keep almost all information clients tell them secret. However, but like all adults
in the NT, KWILS staff have to mandatory report domestic violence to the police, or mandatory report
to Territory Families if a child has been harmed or is at risk of being harmed.
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Wherever possible, KWILS will talk to you before making a report. We will also consider everyone’s
safety, and how and when is the best time to make a report.
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If you would like to know more about mandatory reporting laws in the NT, you can email us on
info@kwils.com.au or call us on 8972 1712.
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There is a lot more information about KWILS on our website — information about the law, how you
can work with KWILS, join as a member, and our law reform and advocacy work.
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