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World Famous for Glass

For generations, Stourbridge
was known across the world for
one remarkable industry, glass-
making. Long before modern
shopping centres and busy com-
muter roads arrived, the glow
of furnaces lit up the night sky
across the town and surround-
ing villages, while skilled crafts-
men produced some of the fin-
est glass ever created.

The story of Stourbridge glass
dates back to the early 1600s,
when Huguenot glassmakers
fleeing religious persecution in
France settled in the area. They
brought with them specialist
skills and techniques that would
help transform the local econo-
my for centuries to come.

But why Stourbridge? The
answer lay beneath the ground
itself.

The region was rich in natural
resources essential for glass pro-
duction. Local supplies of coal
fuelled the furnaces, while near-
by fireclay deposits were ideal
for creating heat-resistant pots
used in the glassmaking pro-
cess. Combined with the area’s
growing canal and railway links,
Stourbridge quickly became the
perfect location for the trade to
flourish.

By the 19th century, the town
had become internationally
recognised for the quality of
its crystal and coloured glass.
Names such as Stevens & Wil-
liams, Webb Corbett, Stuart
Crystal and Royal Brierley be-
came famous not only across
Britain, but around the globe.
Their work could be found in
royal palaces, luxury hotels and
wealthy homes worldwide.

What made Stourbridge glass
so special was the extraordinary
craftsmanship involved. Every

piece was shaped, blown, cut
or engraved by highly skilled
workers who often spent years
learning their trade. Many
techniques were passed down
through generations of local
families.

At its peak, thousands of peo-
ple across the area worked in
the industry. Entire commu-
nities in places such as Am-
blecote, Wordsley and Wollas-
ton relied upon the glass trade
for employment. The heat from
the furnaces, the sound of cut-
ting wheels and the sight of
glowing molten glass became
part of everyday life.

Stourbridge also became fa-
mous for innovation. Local

companies experimented with
colours, engraving techniques
and artistic styles that gained
worldwide praise. During the
Victorian era in particular,
demand for luxury glassware
exploded, helping the town ce-
ment its reputation as a centre
of excellence.

However, like many traditional
British industries, glassmaking
faced major challenges during
the 20th century. Rising pro-
duction costs, foreign compe-
tition and changing consumer
habits gradually led to the
closure of many factories. One
by one, famous names disap-
peared from the skyline.
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Yet despite this decline, the legacy of
Stourbridge glass remains incredibly
strong.

Today, the area’s proud heritage is
preserved through museums, collec-
tions and skilled artisan makers who
continue the craft. The nearby Red
House Glass Cone stands as one of
the most important surviving symbols
of the industry. Built in the 18th cen-
tury, it remains one of only a handful
of glass cones left in the entire UK and
attracts visitors keen to learn about
the town’s remarkable past.

Even now, Stourbridge glass is still
associated with quality, artistry and
tradition. For many local residents, it
represents more than just an industry
it is part of the area’s identity.
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Running Community Finds Its Stride

in Wombourne

A local running community is
quickly building momentum in
the local area, as Wombourne
Run Club welcomes runners of all
abilities to lace up their trainers
and get involved.

Founded with a simple aim of
bringing people together through
fitness, friendship and fresh air,
the club has already created a
warm and welcoming atmosphere
for runners across Wombourne
and the surrounding areas.
Whether members are experi-
enced runners training regularly
or complete beginners looking to
improve fitness and confidence,
the club is designed to be inclu-
sive, social and supportive.

The group meets every Tuesday
evening at 7pm outside The Red
Lion in Wombourne, setting off
together for relaxed social runs
that focus just as much on com-
munity as they do on exercise.
Organisers say the emphasis is
firmly on enjoyment rather than
competition, helping people stay
active while meeting new friends
along the way.

Wombourne Run Club has also
made it clear that everyone is
welcome, including well-behaved
dogs, making the sessions feel
informal and accessible for local
residents wanting to try some-
thing new. Younger runners under
18 are also able to take part when
accompanied by an adult.

As a new independent social run-
ning group, the club is not UKA
affiliated and participation is en-
tirely voluntary, with runners en-
couraged to ensure they are fit
and healthy before taking part.

Alongside the weekly runs, the
club is already creating a strong

social scene, with excitement build-
ing for its upcoming Summer Social
at The Red Lion on Saturday 27th
June from 2pm onwards. Tickets
are priced at £15 per person and in-
clude a burger, fries and first drink,
alongside live music and a chance
for members to celebrate the grow-
ing success of the club together.
Football fans will also be pleased to
know FIFA World Cup matches will
be shown later in the evening at the
venue.

For anybody looking to get active,
meet like-minded people and be-
come part of a friendly local commu-
nity, Wombourne Run Club could be
the perfect place to start.
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Stourbridge Gears Up for Biggest

Ever Remembrance Vehicle Parade

A proud Stourbridge local is
helping drive one of the town’s
most anticipated Remembrance
traditions to new heights. David
Spruce, who was born and raised
in the town and now works as a
driver on the Stourbridge Shut-
tle, has played a key role in build-
ing a community event that con-
tinues to grow year after year.
For more than 25 years,

David and a group of friends

displayed military vehicles in the
town centre over Remembrance
weekend, raising both funds and
awareness for the annual Poppy
Appeal. Positioned by the town
clock, the display became a fa-
miliar and well loved sight for
residents. However, like so many
events, it was brought to a halt
during the COVID pandemic.

Determined to bring the spirit

of the event back to life, David
approached Dudley Council in
2022 to request use of the origi-
nal space once again. When that
was not possible, he refused to
let the idea fade. Instead, he
worked with fellow enthusiasts
to create something new, a
moving display of military vehi-
cles travelling through the town
before gathering at a central lo-
cation.

That first year saw just 12 ve-
hicles take part, finishing at the
Bonded Warehouse where they
were met with an overwhelm-
ingly positive response from
the public. Since then, the event
has grown rapidly. In 2025, its
fourth year in this new format,
an impressive 47 vehicles joined
the parade, including two tanks.
Thousands of people lined the
streets to watch, and more than
£4,700 was raised for the Stour-
bridge Poppy Appeal in a single
day. Local businesses also saw a
welcome boost, with increased
footfall across the town.

Now heading into its fifth year,
plans are already underway to
make the 2026 event the big-

gest yet. Organisers are hoping
to transform the Lower High
Street into a lively celebration
of the 1930s and 1940s, com-
plete with live music from the
wartime era. Residents and busi-
nesses alike are being encour-
aged to embrace the theme,
helping to create a truly immer-
sive and memorable experience
for visitors.

The Stourbridge parade is now
firmly on the map as one of
the largest events of its kind in
the region, with more than 50
military vehicles expected to
take part this year. Despite its
growth, David is quick to high-
light that its success has been a
true team effort. Support from
local organisations, including Pre
Metro Operations, who run the
Shuttle, and waste management

company, We Are Pegasus, has
been instrumental. Continued
backing from Dudley MBC has
also helped the event develop
year on year.

There has also been strong com-
munity leadership behind the
scenes. Former MP Suzanne
Webb, who took on the role of
Stourbridge Poppy Appeal co-
ordinator last year, has helped
bring everything together, and is
now part of the event’s organis-
ing group.

David is keen to see even more
people get involved as the event
continues to evolve. Whether
through ideas, volunteering or
simply turning out on the day,
the aim is to make this year’s pa-
rade a true town wide occasion.
In recognition of his efforts, Da-
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vid was recently awarded the pres-
tigious Mayor’s Award at a ceremony
held at the Copthorne Hotel, a fitting
tribute to his dedication to the com-
munity.

This year’s parade will take place on
Saturday 7 November, a date that
promises to be a highlight in
Stourbridge’s calendar.
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THIS MONTHS

Local Lowdown
Quirky Tales & Local Lore

Every town has its hidden corners and untold tales, and
Stourbridge has plenty to spark the imagination. Beyond
its bustling streets and familiar landmarks, whispers of
unusual happenings continue to capture local curiosity

One long-standing story surrounds Mary Stevens Park,
where evening walkers have occasionally reported seeing
a lone figure sitting quietly on benches before suddenly
vanishing without a trace. Some say it is simply the tricks
of fading light, while others believe the park holds memo-
ries from generations past that refuse to fade away.

Another tale centres around the old railway lines near
the town, where residents have spoken of hearing the
distant sound of a train whistle late at night despite no
trains running for hours. The eerie echo has become part
of local folklore, with some convinced it is connected to
the area’s rich industrial history.

There are also stories from around the River Stour, where
anglers and dog walkers have described strange ripples
appearing in still water and unexplained splashes on
otherwise quiet mornings. Most laugh it off as wildlife,
though a few insist there is something more mysterious
at play.

Whether these tales are fact, fiction, or simply part of
Stourbridge’s character, they continue to add charm and
intrigue to the town. Next time you are exploring the
area, take a moment to look a little closer because you
never know what story might be waiting to be
discovered.

—_—
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Weekly/Fortnightly Cleaning

Adhoc/One Off Cleaning

Moving/Tenancy Cleaning

Deep Cleaning

We cover Stourbridge and the surrounding areas

Tel No : 07854 517799
Email : dustfairyl4@yahoo.com
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Grace Kelly

Childhood
Cancer Trust

Cancer Charity Urges Parents
To Learn the Early Warning Signs of Childhood Cancer

A childhood cancer charity is
calling on parents to be more
aware of the early warning signs
of cancer in children after new
research revealed that only
three in ten parents feel confi-
dent they could identify poten-
tial symptoms.

The Grace Kelly Childhood
Cancer Trust has launched a
new awareness campaign, You
Know Them Best, encouraging
parents and carers to trust their
instincts. The message is clear:

if something doesn’t seem right
with your child’s health, seek
medical advice promptly.

Families are being urged to look
out for a range of symptoms,
including unusual paleness,
extreme tiredness, persistent
or recurring pain, unexpected
lumps or swelling, unexplained
bruising or bleeding, and chang-
es in vision such as a new squint.
The campaign is set to run across
Worcestershire and surrounding
areas, using cinema advertising,
radio, outdoor displays and digi-

tal media to spread the message
as widely as possible.

The Trust was founded in 2016 in
memory of four-year-old Grace
Elizabeth Kelly, who sadly passed
away from cancer in 2014. Since
its creation, the charity has sup-
ported more than 500 families
across the region, offering guid-
ance, raising awareness and
championing earlier diagnosis.

Among those backing the cam-
paign is local parent Sam Pol-
lard, whose son was diagnosed
with cancer at the age of seven.
Sam said: “Trust your instinct you
know your child best. If you think
something is wrong, go back to
your doctor.”

Healthcare professionals em-
phasise that early detection can
make a life-changing difference.
Spotting symptoms sooner means
children can receive investiga-
tions and treatment at the earliest
opportunity, improving outcomes
and giving families vital reassur-
ance.

To find out more visit:
www.gkect.org
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Replacement Doors
For your KITCHEN!

Lowest Prices - Guaranteed!

For a FREE Quote
Call us NOW

KITCHEN

Doors Group
Doors House
Wordsley Green
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or use our online doorsandworktops.com

Cstimator Tool call Now..0330 321 0461
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Black Country Duck Race Returns
For a Quacking Family Fun Day at The Waterfront

The much-loved Black Country
Duck Race & Family Festival is
making a splash once again this
summer, and organisers are in-
viting families, businesses and
community groups from across
the region to get involved in one
of the Black Country’s most en-
tertaining charity events.

Taking place on Sunday 28th
June 2026 at The Waterfront,
the event promises a fantastic
day packed with family fun, live
entertainment, delicious street
food, stalls, activities and, of
course, plenty of duck racing
action.

The festivities begin from 12pm,
with the famous duck race start-
ing at 3pm as hundreds of yel-
low ducks battle it out along the
waterfront in aid of a wonderful

cause. One lucky duck owner
will walk away with the £100
first prize and the prestigious
Mick Bailey Duck Race Trophy
2026.

Organisers are encouraging lo-
cal residents to sponsor a duck
and join in the fun. At just £3 per
duck (plus a small admin fee), it's
an easy and exciting way to sup-
port the hospice while having
the chance to become this year's
champion duck owner.

But there’s more than just racing
on the water. This year’s event
will also feature the hilarious
and creative “Duck Pageant”
corporate challenge, where local
businesses can decorate giant
ducks to be displayed through-
out the festival. Visitors will
then vote for their favourites

before all giant ducks take part
in the spectacular GIANT Hook-
a-Duck finale from the bridge.
The event is kindly sponsored by
NBB Law and Blackthorns Char-
tered Accountants, in partner-
ship with The Waterfront and
Bailey's Tackle Shop.

Whether you fancy cheering
on your lucky duck, enjoying a
family day out, or entering your
business into the giant duck
challenge, organisers say you
would be absolutely quackers to
miss it.

To sign up, sponsor a duck, enter
the corporate challenge or find
out more, contact the fundrais-
ing team on:

01384 377778 or email
info@mshfundraising.co.uk.
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0% Payment
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West Midlands Hospital

Get back to the things you love through
rapid and convenient access to treatment
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West Midlands
Hospital

Part of Ramsay Health Care

Cat Eccles
Member of Parliament
for Stourbridge

In Parliament last month, | raised
concerns about Dudley Coun-
cil's ongoing difficulties with col-
lecting food waste and kerbside
recycling. Many residents have
contacted me about this issue,
and it's vital that households can
rely on consistent, effective waste
services. | will continue pressing
for improvements so that resi-
dents receive the standard they
deserve.

| also spoke about the vital role of
Allied Health Professionals, such
as Physiotherapists, Radiogra-
phers and Operating Department
Practitioners, who are essential
to our NHS but too often over-
looked. If we are serious about
cutting waiting lists and improv-
ing care, we must properly sup-
port these staff through robust
workforce planning, targeted
investment, and the removal of

unnecessary barriers that pre-
vent them from doing their jobs
effectively.

Across the constituency, I've
spent time meeting people in
Stourbridge, Brierley Hill and
Netherton who are doing fan-
tastic work. This included visit-
ing the school council at Link
Academy, where students are
leading efforts to improve their
school through environmental
initiatives, events and improve-
ments to school meals. It was
also a privilege to meet the
creators behind Animal Antics, a
special book beautifully illustrat-
ed by a talented local artist. The
book supports boys living with
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy
(a cause close to the author's
heart) and is available from a
number of local businesses and
online.
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Additionally, | had the opportunity
to visit the local offices of SSAB
Swedish Steel Limited to see the
incredible work they’re doing to
produce zero carbon steel. With
the recent publication of the UK
Steel Strategy, it is crucial to en-
sure downstream companies are
supported, and I'll continue to raise
concerns that these vital business in
our community have flagged with
me with the Secretary of State.

This month also marked the final
SEND consultation sessions before
| present the views of parents, pro-
fessionals and stakeholders from
across the constituency to Parlia-
ment, and I’'m deeply grateful to all
those who have contributed their
experiences to help build a picture
of SEND support in Stourbridge.
There are many ways to get in-
volved in the work I'm doing in
the coming months, and I'm keen
to hear your views. Netherton and
Holly Hall have been awarded £20
million in Pride of Place funding (£2
million a year for 10 years) to invest
in local initiatives. This funding will
be shaped by local voices, so please
get in touch if you have ideas or
projects that could benefit the com-
munity.

As always, if you need assistance
or would like to share your views,
please don't hesitate to get in touch.

You can contact Cat via email,
telephone or online:

Email:
cat.eccles.mp@parliament.uk

Phone:
01384 881 095

Website:
www.cateccles.co.uk
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Discover the Mystery of Nanny’s Rock:

A Hidden Gem in Kinver

Tucked away in the enchanting woodland of Kinver
Edge, Nanny’s Rock is one of the Wyre Forests most
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intriguing hidden gems.

Nestled deep within the wood-
land trails of Kinver Edge,
Nanny’s Rock is one of the Mid-
lands' most intriguing natural
attractions. With an impressive
4.7-star Google rating and over
2,000 glowing reviews, this at-
mospheric sandstone cave has
become a must-visit destination
for families, walkers, and curious
explorers.

Also referred to as the “Hermit’s
Cave,” Nanny's Rock is believed
to have been carved by hand
into the rock face, with several
chambers and archways that
stir the imagination. Its history
is laced with local legend—some
say it was once inhabited by
a reclusive woman known as
“Nanny,” while others whisper
of hermits, smugglers, or even
witches hiding within its walls.
The site offers a fantastic mix
of history, folklore, and nature.
As you explore the surrounding
Kinver Edge area, part of the
National Trust, you'll discover
dramatic sandstone outcrops,
sweeping views, and the famous
Kinver Rock Houses, once home
to families living right inside the
cliffs.

Perfect for all ages, Nanny’s
Rock is a free-to-visit, dog-
friendly spot that adds a touch
of adventure to any day out.
Children love playing in the ech-
oing chambers of the cave, while

adults can soak up the peaceful
beauty of the forest or enjoy a
scenic picnic nearby.

It's an ideal escape for photog-
raphers, walkers, and anyone
seeking something a little dif-
ferent. The cave is accessible
via woodland footpaths—sturdy
shoes are recommended—and a
small torch adds to the fun for
peeking into the darker nooks
inside.

Whether you're planning a
peaceful weekend walk or look-
ing for a unique place to en-
tertain the kids, Nanny’s Rock
offers a memorable experience
rich in charm, mystery, and natu-
ral beauty.

Nanny’s Rock, Kinver Edge, DY7
6DL

Open year-round

Search “Nanny’s Rock Kinver” on
Google Maps to plan your visit
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ESTABLISHED LOCAL ELEGCGTRICLAN

Liam
Hodges
Electrical

CONTACT US TODAY FOR
A FREE QUOTEOR
CONSULTATION:

07762483269

Liamhodgeselegtrical@gmail.com

Facebook:
Liam Hodges Electrical

-

WHAT WE DO:

- Externalsockets - Electricalinstallation
« Externallighting . Troubleshooting
 Lighting upgrades « Rewiring and repairs
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THE PEOPLE'S
PLATFORM,

The People’s Platform

Where Stourbridge Finds Its Voice

Looking for a night of creativity,
connection and powerful story-
telling right here in Stourbridge?
The People’s Platform is a month-
ly spoken word and open mic
night that’s quickly becoming a
must-visit event on the local arts
scene.

Held at Stourbridge Social on Mill
Race Lane, this welcoming and
inclusive evening brings together
poets, authors and wordsmiths of
all levels. Whether you're step-
ping up to the mic for the very
first time or you're a seasoned,
published writer, The People’s
Platform offers a supportive
space to share your voice—free
from judgement and full of en-
couragement.

Expect an atmosphere buzzing
with creativity, where every per-
formance offers something dif-

ferent. From thought-provoking
and challenging pieces to heart-
felt stories filled with love and
laughter, the night showcases the
incredible talent our local area has
to offer.

Not ready to perform? No prob-
lem. Come along and enjoy an
evening of inspiring live spoken
word, meet like-minded people,
and soak up the energy of a truly
creative community. You'll even
have the chance to purchase
books from the performers on the
night (cash only).

The venue is fully accessible, with
plenty of parking available, mak-
ing it easy for everyone to attend.
Best of all—there’'s no need to
book. Just turn up and enjoy. En-
try is completely free.

If you're interested in performing,

follow The People’s Platform on Fa-
cebook and send them a message to
get involved.

Because art is the voice of the
people!

21
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A Trusted Name in Times of Need

Gaunts Funeral Directors

For more than a century, Gaunts
Funeral Directors has been a
name synonymous with com-
passion, dignity and trust across
Stourbridge and the wider Mid-
lands. What began as a simple
act of kindness has grown into
a sixth-generation family busi-
ness, supporting thousands of
families through some of life’s
most difficult moments.

The story of Gaunts Funeral
Directors dates back to 1900,
when Percival Gaunt, a local
carpenter, was asked to make a
coffin for a friend. With the help
of his father, Decimus, he rose to
the occasion unaware that this
moment would mark the begin-
ning of a long-standing family
tradition. As the business devel-
oped, Percy’s sons, Stanley and
Ronald, joined him, forming F.P.

Gaunt and Son and laying the
foundations for what would be-
come one of the Midlands’ most
respected independent funeral
directors.

Today, more than 125 years
later, that same family ethos re-
mains at the heart of everything
they do. Now spanning six gen-
erations, Gaunts Funeral Direc-
tors continues to provide a ser-
vice built on care, understanding
and personal attention values
that have been passed down
and strengthened over time.

The company has grown stead-
ily and serves communities
across the region, with locations
in Stourbridge, Rowley Regis,
Cradley Heath, Smethwick, Kid-
derminster, Stourport on Sev-
ern, and Tenbury Wells. Despite
their expansion focus remains
firmly on delivering a truly local
service, with each branch main-
taining close ties to the commu-
nity it serves.

Gaunts Funeral Directors offers
a full range of funeral services,
designed to meet the individual

needs of every family. Whether
arranging a traditional service
or something more contempo-
rary, their experienced team
provides guidance and support
at every stage. From handling
legal and administrative re-
quirements to organising trans-
port, liaising with crematoriums
or burial grounds, and arrang-
ing bespoke elements such as
celebrants or memorials, every
detail is managed with profes-
sionalism and sensitivity.

Flexibility is also key. Families
can choose between attended
or unattended funerals, allow-
ing them to create a farewell
that feels right for them both
emotionally and financially.
Above all, Gaunts believes

every funeral should reflect
the life of the individual, ensur-
ing a meaningful and personal
tribute.

Beyond their services, Gaunts
Funeral Directors is also deeply
committed to giving back. The
company actively supports lo-
cal charities and community in-
itiatives, reinforcing its role not
just as a business, but as a val-
ued part of the areas it serves.
This dedication to community
is one of the many reasons why
so many local families continue
to place their trust in them,
generation after generation.

In towns like Stourbridge
where community connections
run deep, reputation matters
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and Gaunts Funeral Directors has
built theirs over decades of consist-
ent care and professionalism. They are
known locally not only for the quality
of their service, but for their genuine
empathy, offering quiet reassurance
and support when it is needed most.

As they continue to grow across the
Midlands, Gaunts Funeral Directors
remains firmly grounded in its found-
ing principles. More than 125 years on
from that first coffin crafted by hand,
their commitment to dignity, respect
and family values remains unchanged
ensuring they will continue to be a
trusted name for generations to come.

To find our more visit:
www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk
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Established for
. over 35 years
o Why choose NJK
Plumbing & Heating?

Plumbing and heating services throughout

the Wyre Forest + Al domestic services

« Plumbing and heating services

+ Gas safety checks
« Fully trained and qualified
« Gas Safe registered
+ OFTEC registered
« Allwork guaranteed
+ Freesurveys
+ Free quotations

specialise in boiler, heating and bathroom
installations as well as plumbing and gas appliance
maintenance

Our Gas Safe and OFTEC registered en?ineers provide
professional, reliable, and high-quality service.

Contact: 01562 633516 or 07973914432

Email: sales@njkheating.co.uk Website: www.njkplumbingheating.co.uk [EEEEE

A local company delivering quality products since 2007,

** Clearance Deals**

Many Products Less than HALF PRICE*
Visit: paulsgardensupplies.co.uk
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50 Itr bag 50;Itr bag
www. paulsgardensupplies.co
Call Paul on: 01562 741820 Mob: 07704 346506

5+ bags

75 Itr bag Only £5.99 ea.

Outdoor Entertaining

L
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Create The Perfect Garden Gathering

When the warmer months ar-
rive, there’s nothing quite like
bringing people together in your
garden. Whether it's a relaxed
barbecue or an evening drinks
party, a little planning goes a
long way in creating a welcom-
ing and memorable outdoor
space.

Start with your layout. Think
about how guests will move
around the garden and create
clear zones for seating, dining,
and socialising. Arrange furni-
ture in small clusters to encour-
age conversation, and ensure
there’s enough seating with-
out overcrowding the space. If
you're short on chairs, outdoor
cushions, benches, or even pic-
nic blankets can add a casual,
comfortable feel.

Lighting is key to setting the
mood, especially as the evening
draws in. Layer different types
of lighting to create warmth and

depth. String lights or festoon
bulbs draped across fences or
trees instantly add charm, while
solar lanterns or candles placed
on tables bring a softer glow.
For a practical touch, make sure
pathways and steps are well lit
for safety.

When it comes to food, keep
things simple and accessible.
Opt for dishes that can be pre-
pared in advance and served
buffet-style, allowing guests
to help themselves. This not
only reduces stress for the host
but also encourages a more re-
laxed atmosphere. Use sturdy
outdoor-friendly tableware and
consider covering food to keep
it fresh and protected from in-
sects. A drinks station with a
selection of chilled beverages,
glassware, and ice means guests
can top up without needing to
ask.

Creating atmosphere is all about
the details. Background music

played at a low volume can enhance
the mood without overpowering
conversation. Add personal touches
such as fresh flowers, herbs in pots,
or themed decorations to tie eve-
rything together. If the weather is
unpredictable, have a backup plan
parasols for shade or light rain, and
blankets or a fire pit for cooler eve-
nings.

Ultimately, the best outdoor gather-
ings feel effortless. Focus on com-
fort, flow, and a relaxed vibe, and
your guests will naturally settle in
and enjoy the space you've created.
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THE UK'S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

Find Your
Perfect Fit

L @b

DREAM DOORS®

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

Up to
50% less

than a new fitted kitchen
by simply replacing
the doors and worktops

DREAM DOORS

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

01384 956119 1 01562 541208

dreamdoors.co.uk | dudley@dreamdoors.co.uk | 86 Lawnswood Road, Wordsley, DY8 5NA

Plant of the
Hydrangea

If you're looking for a showstop-
per this summer, the Hydrangea
is hard to beat. Bursting into
full bloom in June, these clas-
sic garden favourites are known
for their large, colourful flower
heads in shades of blue, pink,
white and purple. They're a sta-
ple in UK gardens and right now,
they're trending thanks to their
versatility, low maintenance, and
ability to transform any outdoor
space into something truly eye-
catching.

One of the biggest reasons
Hydrangeas are so popular is
their adaptability. They work
beautifully in borders, contain-
ers, or even as feature plants
in smaller gardens. Whether
you're filling a shady corner or
brightening up a patio, there’s
a variety to suit almost eve-
ry space. Hydrangea thrives
best in moist, well-drained
soil rich in organic matter and
prefers a position with morn-

ing sun and afternoon shade.
Caring for Hydrangeas is re-
freshingly straightforward, mak-
ing them ideal for both beginner
and experienced gardeners. The
key is consistent watering these
plants don't like to dry out,
which is reflected in their name,
derived from the Greek word
for water. Mulching around the
base helps retain moisture and
regulate soil temperature, espe-
cially during warmer June days.
Regular watering and occasional
feeding will keep blooms healthy
and vibrant throughout the sea-
son.

One of the most fascinating fea-
tures of Hydrangeas is their abil-
ity to change colour. In certain
varieties, flower colour can shift
depending on soil pH acidic soils
tend to produce blue blooms,
while alkaline soils encourage
pink tones. This unique trait
adds an extra layer of interest
and allows gardeners to experi-
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ment with their planting schemes.

Hydrangeas are trending not just for
their beauty, but for their reliability.
As long-lived perennials, they return
year after year with bigger and bet-
ter displays. Their lush foliage and
dramatic flowers also make them
perfect for cut arrangements, bring-
ing that summer garden feel indoors.
In short, if you want maximum im-
pact with minimal fuss this June,
Hydrangeas are the plant to choose
bold, beautiful, and brilliantly easy
to grow.




28 Stourbridge Matters

Monthly Readership 30,000

29

G Plan have been master crafters
of sofas since 1953. Over the past 70
years, they have refined their craft,
manufacturing various ranges of
sofas that are packed full of style and
comfort. There really is no place like
home; that's why they only produce
furniture that they’d be proud to have
in their own our homes.

Every G Plan sofa and arm chair is
crafted in the UK by skilled
craftspeople. G Plan have continued
to grow and develop and today they
are still one of the UK’s biggest
upholstery manufacturer.

Carters is proud to be home to the
largest G Plan studio in the area
offering the choice of 18 different

G Plan models all beautifully displayed
in our recently renovated G Plan studio.

Now available in store at

(oritrs

JRNITURE

Caldwell Mill, Tram St, Kidderminster DY10 1AQ
01562 755766

www.cartersfurnitureonline.co.uk

T"““- vy

SAVE UP TO £650 OFF RRP ON SELECTED G PLAN MODELS

when you upgrade to a power recliner for the price of the equivalent manual recliner
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Fall Back in Love With Your Kitchen

With Dream Doors

If your kitchen has lost its spar-
kle over the years, now is the
perfect time to fall back in love
with it. Instead of the disruption,
cost or weeks of mess that come
with a full renovation, a kitchen
makeover offers a smart, af-
fordable and stress-free way to
rekindle the warmth and beauty
of your space. More homeown-
ers are discovering that you can
completely refresh the look of

your kitchen in just a few days,
without removing the existing
layout or cabinetry. Up to 50%
less than a full new kitchen sim-
ply by replacing your doors and
worktops, a makeover gives you
the chance to transform your
home and enjoy your kitchen
again without the hefty price
tag.

It's a practical and eco-conscious

option too. By retaining your
original units, you reduce unnec-
essary waste while still achiev-
ing a modern, stylish finish. And
because most makeovers take
just two to three days, you'll be
enjoying your revitalised kitchen
far sooner than you might ex-
pect ideal for anyone who wants
a fresh new space without the
disruption.

Choosing the right company is
key to ensuring a smooth and
enjoyable experience. A trusted
kitchen makeover specialist
should have a local showroom
where you can see styles, col-
ours and finishes in person
before making decisions. They
should also offer an in-home
consultation, bringing samples
directly to you so you can see
how different options look in
your own lighting. Asking where
the products are made is impor-
tant too, with UK-manufactured
doors and worktops often of-
fering the highest quality and
durability.

Transparency matters just as
much. Not all quotes include

fitting or essential final con-
nections such as electrics, gas
or plumbing, so always check
exactly what is included. A ful-
ly managed service takes the
stress away, ensuring you don't
have to source your own trades-
people. Genuine, independent
customer reviews are also in-
valuable for understanding the
quality of service a company
provides. And any reputable pro-
vider should also handle waste
removal as part of the job, leav-
ing your kitchen clean, fresh and
ready to enjoy.

This level of service is exactly
what you can expect from
Dream Doors who are based in
Wordsley combine experience,
craftsmanship and exceptional
customer care. Owner Chris
Drew explains, “We're a one-

stop shop for kitchens. Our
makeovers can cost up to 50
percent less than a fully fitted
kitchen and by simply replacing
your existing doors and work-
tops, you can create a complete-
ly fresh, contemporary look.”

At the showroom, Gwen, the
Showroom Manager, helps cus-
tomers browse hundreds of
door styles and worktop combi-
nations, offering inspiration and
expert guidance. Once you've
found the styles you love.

Installation is carried out by
Dream Doors own fitting team a
fully managed service by Nathan
our project manager, delivering
high-quality workmanship so
every kitchen looks its absolute
best. Because Dream Doors
uses an in-house team rather
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than subcontractors, customers enjoy
a smooth process from initial design
through to the final finish. “Buying
your dream kitchen should be enjoy-
able,” says Chris. “We manage every-
thing so the experience is as easy and
stress-free as possible.”

Whether you want to breathe new life
into your existing kitchen or you're
planning a full installation, Dream
Doors offers the expertise, quality
and personal service needed to help
you fall in love with your kitchen all
over again.

To find out more or book a
consultation:

01384 956119
www.dreamdoors.co.uk
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Grow Your Own Tomatoes
With Confidence

If you are new to growing your
own food, tomatoes are one of
the best places to start. They are
easy to care for, grow well in a
variety of spaces, and reward
you with a steady supply of
fresh, flavourful fruit throughout
the summer.

Cherry tomatoes are especially
beginner friendly. They thrive in
pots, hanging baskets, or small
garden beds, making them ideal
whether you have a large garden
or just a sunny patio. Start by
choosing a good quality tomato
plant from a garden centre or
grow from seed if you are feel-
ing more adventurous. Tomatoes
need plenty of sunlight, so pick a
spot that gets at least six hours
of direct sun each day.

Use a container with good drain-
age and fill it with nutrient rich
compost. Once planted, water
regularly to keep the soil moist
but not waterlogged. Consist-

ency is key, as irregular water-
ing can affect the quality of the
fruit. As your plant grows, it will
need support, so add a cane or
small frame to keep it upright
and healthy.

Feeding your tomato plant every
couple of weeks with a liquid
fertiliser will encourage strong
growth and better fruit pro-
duction. You will also need to
remove small side shoots that
grow between the main stem
and branches. This helps the
plant focus its energy on pro-
ducing fruit rather than excess
foliage.

Within a few weeks, you will
start to see flowers appear, fol-
lowed by small green tomatoes
that gradually ripen into vibrant
red or yellow fruits. The moment
you pick your first homegrown
tomato is incredibly rewarding,
and the taste is often far superi-
or to anything bought in a shop.

Growing tomatoes is not just about
the end result. It is a relaxing and
enjoyable process that connects
you with nature and gives you a real
sense of achievement. Once you
have mastered tomatoes, you may
find yourself inspired to grow even
more.
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Fully Cquipped and Certified

Al adpects of Tree Surgery covered
SHedge Cutting

Garden Works

wyretreeservicea@gmail.com

Before

* Local trusted family business

» DBS Checked

Why choose us?

* Deepest clean guaranteed

+ Advanced stain removal

E Make an appointment

Get Your free quote today * Child & pet friendly products

07930890885 | www.ajvcarpetcare.co.uk Google arpet
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30 YEARS ESTABLISHED « FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

1?"

' INSTALLER
" AWARD

“friendly staff who couldn't of
helped more, got exactly what
we wanted” 9 o o o i

—A -
Iy s

*the finish is immaculate,
the house is so much
— warmer"™

ok ko ok *
.

WINDOWS - DOORS + CONSERVATORIES « LANTERNS

uPVYC & Aluminium

www.twswindowsanddoors.co.uk | 01562822855

*Returned to TWS for a second time
[.-) still find the product and service

4 % 4 % % oxcellent”
Unit 5, Lupin Works, Worcester Road, Kidderminster, DY10 1JR

Monday to Friday « 8am-5pm Saturdays « 2am-4pm
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Sleep Easy This Hay Fever Season
with Hypoallergenic Pillows and Quilts

e

As hay fever season arrives,
many people notice their symp-
toms worsen not just outdoors,
but indoors too. Pollen can eas-
ily find its way into the home on
clothing, hair and even through
open windows. Once inside, it
settles into soft furnishings like
bedding, making nights just as
uncomfortable as days. This is
where hypoallergenic pillows
and quilts can play an important
role in improving sleep quality.

Hypoallergenic bedding is de-
signed to reduce exposure to
common irritants, including pol-
len, dust mites and pet dander.
These products are made using
materials that resist the build
up of allergens and help create
a cleaner sleeping environment.
Synthetic fibres such as micro-
fibre or specially treated cotton
are commonly used because

they are less likely to trap par-
ticles compared to traditional
fillings.

During hay fever season, symp-
toms such as sneezing, con-
gestion and itchy eyes can feel
worse at night. Standard pillows
often hold onto allergens over
time, even with regular washing.
Hypoallergenic pillows are cre-
ated to stay fresher for longer,
helping to reduce irritation and
support clearer breathing while
you sleep. This can make a no-
ticeable difference, especially
for those who struggle with
blocked noses or disrupted rest.
Quilts also play a part in main-
taining comfort. Hypoallergenic
options provide warmth with-
out the allergen retention often
linked to feather or down fillings.
They are typically lightweight
and breathable, helping to regu-

late body temperature and pre-
vent overheating, which can also
disturb sleep.

Keeping bedding clean is es-
sential, particularly during peak
pollen months. Most hypoaller-
genic pillows and quilts are easy
to wash at higher temperatures,
helping to remove allergens
more effectively. Washing bed-
ding regularly and changing pil-
lowcases more frequently dur-
ing hay fever season can further
reduce exposure.

Making the switch to hypoaller-
genic pillows and quilts is a sim-
ple yet effective way to create a
more comfortable bedroom. At a
time of year when allergies can
feel unavoidable, it offers a prac-
tical step towards better sleep
and more refreshed mornings.
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Why Walking 10,000 Steps
Isn’t the Only Goal That Matters

For years, the idea of walking
10,000 steps a day has been
promoted as the gold stand-
ard for good health. While it's
a helpful target, the truth is far
more flexible and far more en-
couraging for those struggling to
hit that number.

The 10,000-step goal didn't
originate from medical research.
It dates to a 1960s Japanese
marketing campaign for a
pedometer, and while it stuck,
modern science suggests that
health benefits begin well be-
low that figure. In fact, studies
show that walking around 6,000
to 8,000 steps a day can signifi-
cantly reduce the risk of condi-
tions such as heart disease and
Type 2 diabetes particularly for
older adults.

What really matters is consist-
ency. Regular movement, even
in shorter bursts, can improve
cardiovascular health, boost
mood, and help maintain a
healthy weight. A brisk 20-min-
ute walk, a lunchtime stroll, or
choosing the stairs over the lift
all contribute to your daily ac-
tivity levels. It's about building
movement into your routine in a
way that feels manageable.

It's also important to remem-
ber that not all steps are equal.
Walking at a faster pace, tackling
hills, or mixing in other forms of
exercise like cycling, swimming,
or strength training can deliver
even greater health benefits.
Quality of movement can be just
as important as quantity.

For those with busy lifestyles, set-
ting realistic goals is key. If 10,000
steps feels overwhelming, start
with 5,000 and gradually build
up. Using a step counter or smart-
phone app can help track progress
and keep motivation high, but
it shouldn’t become a source of
pressure.

Ultimately, the best approach is
the one you can stick to. Whether
it's 6,000 steps or 12,000, staying
active on a regular basis is what
truly makes the difference. In
the long run, it's not about chas-
ing a number it's about creating
a healthier, more active lifestyle
that works for you.

Ready to feel
amazing?
Contact us to
find your ideal
membership _:-

" J :.':‘".‘-‘
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CAROLINE
07969 497085

EVERY TUESDAY
8.00am, 9.00am & 11.00am

The Scout Hut, Norton
Kempton Way off Heath Farm Road
DY8 3AP

EVERY WEDNESDAY
5:30pm & 7:00pm

The Ruskin Glass Centre, Wollaston
Rd, Amblecote, DY8 4HE

A Slimming World in
FREESES Stourbridge with Caroline

Sliamitg Weedld

feel veal good
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JOANNE
07725 987340

EVERY FRIDAY
8.00am & 9.30am

The Bonded Warehouse, Canal St,
Stourbridge,
DY8 4L

EVERY SATURDAY
7:30am, 9am & 10:30am

Oakfield Community Centre, Brettell Ln|
Amblecote, DY5 3LT
Slimming World in Stourbridge

«
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HAYFEVER

HELP!

What you need to know
Before reaching for an

injection!

By Lindsey Watson, Elle Jay Aesthetics
CQC Registered Clinic, Stourport

As the warmer months arrive
and nature bursts into life, many
of us look forward to longer
days and time outdoors. But

for those who suffer from hay
fever, it can be a season of dread
rather than delight. Sneezing
fits, itchy eyes, runny noses, and
sinus pressure can make spring
and summer feel unbearable.

At Elle Jay Aesthetics, we often
see clients desperate for fast
relief. Understandably, many
turn to the popular hay fever
injection, often referred to as
the "Kenalog jab". But before
making that decision, it's
important to fully understand
your options - and the risks.

Start With the Basics:

Antihistamines - Hay fever is

a seasonal allergic reaction to
pollen. The body mistakenly
treats pollen as a threat and
releases histamine, causing
inflammation and those familiar
allergic symptoms. The first line
of defence should always be
over-the-counter or prescription
antihistamines.

It may surprise you to learn that
it's safe for many people to take
up to four antihistamines a day
(always under pharmacist or

GP guidance). Taking one daily
might not be enough to control
symptoms during peak pollen
season, especially if you're
highly sensitive. Combining a
non-drowsy antihistamine in the
morning, with a different one in

the evening, plus a nasal spray
and eye drops, can often bring
significant relief.

The Hay Fever Injection - Know
the Risks

The Kenalog injection is a
corticosteroid, designed to
dampen the immune system’s
overreaction to pollen. When
your symptoms are severe

and nothing else is working, it
can be a useful short-term fix.
However, it should never be the
first port of call - especially not
when your symptoms are mild
or manageable.

Steroids are powerful. They
suppress the immune system,
and if your hay fever symptoms

are low, the steroid can begin
attacking your body instead.
Side effects can be serious
including impotence, mood

changes, weight gain, insomnia,

and increased risk of infection.

We've seen clients come to

us after being offered the jab
too early in the season, before
pollen levels even peaked.
This can be dangerous. Steroid
injections should only be given
when symptoms are genuinely
unmanageable, and all other
options have been exhausted.

At Elle Jay Aesthetics,

we always carry out a full
consultation to assess the
severity of your symptoms and
explore all alternatives before

considering such a treatment.

Natural Remedies Worth
Trying?

There are also natural remedies
that can help ease symptoms.
One increasingly popular option
is stinging nettle, available as
teas or capsules. Nettle acts

as a natural antihistamine and
anti-inflammatory. Drinking
nettle tea daily can help reduce
the body'’s reaction to pollen
over time.

Other useful natural approaches
include local honey, which may
help desensitise you to local
pollen, and using saline nasal
rinses to flush allergens from
the nose.
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Support from a Trusted Clinic

At our CQC registered clinic in
Stourport, we believe in a safe,
layered approach to managing
hay fever. We're here to guide
you through your options with
clinical knowledge and care.

If you're suffering, book a
consultation to discuss your
symptoms - but remember,
injections are a last resort, not a
quick fix.

Remember: Kenalog is a
prescription-only medication
and should only ever be
administered by a qualified
nurse or doctor in a CQC
registered clinic.
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Apple cider vinegar has been
used for centuries as a natural
remedy, and today it's enjoying a
well-deserved resurgence. Made
from fermented apple juice, this
tangy liquid contains acetic acid,
probiotics, and trace nutrients
that can support overall wellbe-
ing when used correctly.

AESTHETICS

One of its most talked-about
benefits is its potential to aid
digestion. Apple cider vinegar
may help stimulate stomach acid
production, making it easier for
your body to break down food
and absorb nutrients. Many peo-
ple take a small, diluted amount
before meals to reduce bloating
and support gut health.

It's also commonly linked to

Lindsey has been in nursing for over 30
years, currenly working as an Advanced
Nurse Practitioner.

Aesthetics Clinic

Lindsey takes pride in treating people as
indiviudals and working with them to
achieve realistic goals and help them
make informed decisions about their
treatment.

TREATMENTS INCLUDE

Anti wrinkle | Dermal fillers | Body sculpting | Skin analysis
Minor surgery for lumps and bumps | Mole analysis | Laser hair removal

Tattoo removal | Radio frequency microneedling | CO2 fractional laser | Chemical peels

GET IN TOUCH!

07743 118 137 ™ info@ellejayaesthetics.co.uk

. . MAIN OFFI
www.ellejayaesthetics.co.uk ‘

LISLE AVENL

%

blood sugar control. Some stud-
ies suggest that consuming apple
cider vinegar before or with meals
may help improve insulin sensitiv-
ity and reduce blood sugar spikes
particularly after carbohydrate-
heavy foods. This can be espe-
cially helpful for those looking to
manage energy levels throughout
the day.

Weight management is another
area where apple cider vinegar
may play a role. While it's no mira-
cle solution, it may help promote
feelings of fullness, which can re-
duce overall calorie intake when
combined with a balanced diet.

In addition, apple cider vinegar
has natural antibacterial proper-
ties and is sometimes used to

u,

UNLIMITED
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A Simple Staple with Surprising Health Benefits

support skin health or as a home
remedy for minor ailments.

However, it's important to use it
safely. Always dilute apple cider
vinegar in water before drinking to
protect your teeth and throat and
consult a professional if you have
underlying health conditions.

Used wisely, this kitchen cupboard
staple can be a small but beneficial
addition to a healthy lifestyle.

ARt Ll

KIDDERMINSTER MEMORIALS

\\\tnd Winning Monumental Stonemasons
£750
~ PRICE INCLUDES:

CARVED

LETTERING

SIMPLE ARTWO
FLOWER HOLES &
CONTAINERS

FITTING

K DESIGN
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AN REGISTERER
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PROPER
CARVERY

. STARTER OR DESSERT

PAYING CASH PAYING CARD

£10 | £11

PLEASE NOTE: THERE IS A
WHEN PAYING BY CASH.

BOOKING

01562777247 @

LOCAL & PROUD

RECOMMENDED

GREAT FOOD WARM WELCOME

Rolling into June
Celebrating the Great British Sausage Roll

There are few things
more comforting, more
British, and frankly
more irresistible than a
freshly baked sausage
roll. Golden, flaky pastry
wrapped around per-
fectly seasoned sausage
meat it's a simple pleas-
ure that never goes out
of style. This June, food
lovers across the UK
have the perfect excuse
to indulge, as National
Sausage Roll Day rolls
around once again.

But while the sausage
roll feels like a true
British icon, its origins
actually stretch much
further back. The
concept of wrapping
meat in pastry dates
to ancient times, with

early versions appearing
in Ancient Greece and
Rome, where cooks used
pastry to preserve and
cook meats. The modern
sausage roll as we know
it began to take shape in
France during the 17th
century, before becom-
ing firmly established in
Britain during the 19th
century. By the time
Victorian bakeries were
thriving, sausage rolls
had become a popular,
affordable snack for the
masses quick, filling, and
easy to eat on the go.

Today, the sausage roll
has evolved into a staple
of British food culture.
Whether you grab one
from your favourite local
bakery, enjoy a gourmet
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twist at a café, or try
your hand at making
your own at home,

this is a day dedicated
to celebrating a true
classic. The beauty of
the sausage roll lies

in its versatility. From
traditional pork fillings
to modern variations
featuring caramelised
onion, chilli, or even
vegetarian alternatives,
there’s a version to suit
every taste.

Of course, for those
who enjoy getting crea-
tive in the kitchen, mak-
ing your own sausage
rolls can be incredibly
rewarding. It's also a
fantastic activity to do
with family or friends,
especially when you can

experiment with fla-
vours and techniques. If
you're feeling inspired,
be sure to check out
the sausage roll recipe
on the following page,
where you'll find a
simple step-by-step
guide to creating your
own delicious batch at
home.

National Sausage Roll
Day is more than just an
excuse to eat well it'’s a
celebration of a beloved
staple with a rich his-
tory that has stood the
test of time. So this
June, whether you bake,
buy, or share, take a
moment to appreciate
the humble sausage roll
in all its golden glory.
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PAISLEY o/ NO.106

Fixed-Price Lunch
2 Courses £20 3 Courses £25

Monday to Friday 11:30am - 3pm

t:01299 333 337 e: bookings@paisleyat106.co.uk www.paisleyat|06.co.uk

PAISLEY/FLOUR

Event Catering

Grazing Boxes « Buffets & Party Food
Celebration Cakes « Private Dining
Street Food « Special Occasions « Memorials

t:01299 333 555 e: contact@paisleyflourcatering.co.uk www.paisleyflourcatering.co.uk

106 Minster Road, Stourport, Worcestershire, DY13 SAB

Easy Sausage Rolls
with Apple Sauce or Chutney

Ingredients

375g all-butter puff pastry

flour for dusting

2 tbsp apple sauce pickle or
chutney

400g sausage meat or sausages,
skins removed

1 egg beaten

2 tsp sesame seeds

Step 1

Roll out the pastry to a 35 x 30cm
rectangle on a surface lightly dust-
ed with flour. Trim the edges neat-
ly, then cut in half lengthways to
form two long strips. Spread with
a thin layer of the apple sauce,
pickle or chutney, leaving a border
along the edges.

Step 2

Tip the sausage meat into a large
bowl, add 3 tbsp cold water and

Method

squash together. Divide the mix-
ture in two and mould each half
into a cylindrical shape. Put each
portion of meat into the middle of
a pastry strip, leaving a border at
either side.

Brush the pastry border and the
top of the sausage mix with the
beaten egg. Fold one edge of the
pastry over the meat and roll to
encase, then use a fork to press
the pastry edges together.

Cut the sausage rolls into 5cm
lengths and arrange on a lined
baking tray. Chill for 20 mins. Can
be made a day ahead or frozen for
up to one month; to bake from
frozen, add an extra 10 mins to the
cooking time.
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Step 3

Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6.
Brush the sausage rolls with the rest
of the beaten egg and sprinkle with
the sesame seeds (if using). Bake for
30-35 mins until the pastry is deep
golden. Transfer the sausage rolls to
a wire rack and leave to cool for 10
mins.
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THE ALL-SINGING, ALL-DANCING
GERSHWIN MUSICAL COMEDY
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Revised by Alan Ayckbourn

15“‘ 20"‘ June 2026

¢ | KIDDERMINSTER

| www.rosetheatre.co.uk
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K@bﬁ Hidderminster Operafic and I]raalic Youth Section |

BELOVED BY CHILDREN AND PARENTS ALIKE 2

Dr.:Seuss:THE

OOL EDITION
28" - 27/™ JUNIE

THE ROSE THEATRE KIDDERMINSTER

SECOND PERSON'T
NARRATIVE

BY JEMMA KENNEDY
o 5th JULY 2026

LIVE ON STAGE’
| BRADSHAW FOR AGES 3+

Mischief and Mayhem

Comes to Stourbridge Town Hall

Families are in for a delightful
treat this June as Sam Bradshaw
Productions brings the time-
less magic of The Cat in the Hat
to life on stage at Stourbridge
Town Hall.

Based on the beloved children’s
classic by Dr Seuss, this lively
stage adaptation promises an af-
ternoon full of laughter, imagina-
tion and playful chaos. The story
follows Sally and her brother on
a rainy day that quickly turns
extraordinary when the iconic
Cat bursts into their home. With
his tall red and white striped
hat and a talent for trouble, he
transforms an ordinary after-
noon into a whirlwind of tricks,

surprises and unforgettable fun.
Perfectly designed as a first
theatre experience, the show
is aimed at children aged three
and above, offering a fast paced
and engaging performance that
keeps young audiences capti-
vated from start to finish. With
a running time of approximately
45 minutes and no interval, it is
ideal for little ones with shorter
attention spans while still deliv-
ering plenty of excitement.
Adding to the magic, children
will have the chance to meet the
Cat in the Hat after the perfor-
mance at no extra cost, making it
an experience that extends be-
yond the stage and into lasting
memories.

Performances take place on
Saturday 6 June at 2pm and
4.30pm, and Sunday 7 June at
11am. Ticket prices are fam-
ily friendly, with discounts avail-
able for group bookings, making
it a perfect outing for families,
friends and community groups
alike.

Expect laughter, silliness and a
touch of theatrical magic as this
much loved story leaps from
page to stage in spectacular
style.

Find out more or buy tickes at -
www.boroughhalls.co.uk
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The Mary Stevens Hospice Bereavement Hub
exists to support those who are grieving

Stourbridge Hub, Stourbridge Institute

1:30pm -3pm

(turn for Tesco and opposite The Crystal Leisure Centre,)
29" April 29 Jul

27°" May 26 August

24" June 30" September

([Extra date at The Mary Stevens Hospice, Wednesday 17th December

2pm -3:30pm - informdl coffee and catch up)

Halesowen Hub, Halesowen Library Caslon Hall

10:30am - 12pm

(Located in Cornbow Shopping Centre.)

19" March 18" June
16" April 167 July
21" May 20" August

“It helped to talk to others
in the same situation and to

redlise we all share the

same feelings by not being

judged, being able to be
yourself.”

Contact us:

spice.couk

P!nk Beautiful Trauma
Live at The River Rooms

Get ready for an unforgettable
night of music and energy as
P!nk Beautiful Trauma arrives
at The River Rooms on Friday
26th June 2026. Doors open
at 7:30pm, with the live show
starting at 9:30pm, promising an
evening packed with powerful
vocals, iconic hits and an electric
atmosphere.

This spectacular tribute is led
by Stacy, an international award
winning performer who has built
a reputation as one of the most
exciting P!nk impersonators in
the UK. With over eleven years
of experience performing across
the country and beyond, she has
been crowned the UK’s Best
Multi Tribute Act. Her attention
to detail and stage presence
bring the spirit of P!nk to life in
a way that truly connects with
audiences.

Teaming up with the highly re-
garded Vertigo Band, this show
delivers all the excitement fans
would expect. Together they
recreate the sound and energy
of PInk’s biggest hits, from early
favourites like Just Like A Pill
and So What to more recent an-
thems such as What About Us
and Beautiful Trauma. The per-
formance is enhanced with full
production, including authentic
costumes, props and a dedicated
light show that captures the feel
of a major arena concert.

What makes this show stand out
is the atmosphere. Stacy prides
herself on creating an experi-
ence that goes beyond simply
performing songs. With audi-
ence participation, high energy
staging and a genuine passion
for the music, the night becomes

Monthly Readership 30,000

a celebration of everything that
has made P!nk such a modern
icon. It is designed to have the
crowd singing along, dancing
and fully immersed from start to
finish.

The event is open to guests aged
fourteen to seventeen when ac-
companied by a parent or legal
guardian. Under eighteens must
leave once the live music finish-
es. Free car parking is available
for customers, with vehicle reg-
istration required on arrival.

For fans of P!nk, this is a night
not to be missed. Expect big
songs, bold performances and a
party atmosphere that will leave
you wanting more.

Find out more or Buy tickets at:
www.theriverrooms.com

49



Stourbridge Matters

[ /w Wgﬁr& fw'wf g me [WVWM g;ﬂwwdwﬂf

Flexible
Finance

Windows | Doors | Conservatories | Orangeries
Kidderminster & Worcester showrooms open 7 days a week

www.5starwindows.co.uk 01562 814757

300K AN EPIC LASER. Q7
TAG BIRTHDAY PARTY:
’:’.‘ SR . .

5 STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES

OUTDOOR ACTION & FUN FOR KIDS!
CALL MARK TREVERTON, []1527

575141

Oaklands Outdoor Activity Centre, Hanbury, B60 4HS

mark@shoottng4fun.co.uk |

000
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A Night of Mystery and Laughter
with Inspector Drake

Thursday 11th June brings a
truly special evening of live en-
tertainment to Katie's as Inspec-
tor Drake’s Vintage Radio Show
arrives for theatre lovers look-
ing for something a little differ-
ent. Set in December 1945, this
unique live radio play by David
Tristram transports audiences
back to a time of classic story-
telling, sharp wit, and wonder-
fully absurd humour.

The story begins with a baffling
discovery that quickly escalates
into a full blown murder inves-
tigation. Enter Inspector Drake,
the only man capable of unravel-
ling such a strange and puzzling
case. With his loyal yet often

S

Phil Hailes

E Domestic Plumbing
30 Years Experience

Small Job
Specialist

OUR SERVICES

Leaks, Taps, Overflows,
Toilet Flushes, Immersion
Heaters, Showers.

Replacement and Repair,
Bath and Shower Reseals,
Washing Machine and
Dishwashers Plumbed [n,
Stop Taps

PLUS OUTSIDE TAPSI

Award Winning
Plumber

® 07957 106982

hopeless Sergeant by his side,
Drake navigates a maze of eccen-
tric suspects, each more suspi-
cious than the last and all bearing
an uncanny resemblance to one
another.

What makes this performance
stand out is its clever blend of
traditional theatre and vintage
radio style. Audiences are treated
to a live production that captures
the charm of old time broadcasts,
complete with comedic tim-
ing and imaginative storytelling.
The show also features musical
moments, with songs from a by-
gone era performed live, add-
ing warmth and nostalgia to the
evening.

Starring Alan Birch as the iconic
Inspector Drake, this production
pays tribute to classic radio comedy
while delivering a fresh and enter-
taining experience. Expect plenty of
twists, plenty of laughs, and a mys-
tery that keeps you guessing until
the very end.

Doors open at 6.30 pm. This is a
show not to be missed.

Find our more or buy tickets at:
www.katiessecretgarden.com

LANDSCAPE. MAINTENANCE.
FENCING. TREE CARE

Grass Cutting * Fencing & Gates -
* Paths & Patios = Concrete Bases *

* Decking = Garden Maintenance -
* Mini Digger & Operator for Ground Works »

* Turfing * Graveling » Stump Grinding *

« Tree Surgery & Hedge Management ¢

* Woodland Management

* Log Splitting « Decking »

City
Guilds

* Wood Chipper & Operator Hire
LOCAL FRIENDLY RELIABLE SERVICE

NO JOB TOO SMALL
CALL TODAY -(7935 278 410
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Driving into June
Motoring Matters This Month

As we head into June, it's the per-
fect time to get out on the road
and make the most of the longer
days, brighter evenings, and im-
proving weather. Whether you're
planning a weekend getaway,
commuting locally, or simply en-
joying a scenic drive through the
countryside, this is one of the best
months of the year to enjoy your
car.

Before setting off, it's worth giv-
ing your vehicle a quick seasonal
check. Warmer temperatures
can put extra pressure on tyres,
so ensuring they're correctly in-
flated and have sufficient tread is
essential for both safety and fuel
efficiency. It's also a good idea
to check coolant levels, oil, and
screen wash, especially if you're
planning longer journeys. A clean
windscreen and working air con-

ditioning can make all the dif-
ference when driving in bright
sunshine.

June is also a popular time for
road trips, with many people
choosing to explore more of
the UK. From coastal drives to
countryside escapes, there are
plenty of routes right on our
doorstep that offer stunning
views and a chance to unwind.
Planning ahead can help avoid
traffic hotspots, particularly
during weekends and school
holidays, so it's worth check-
ing your route before you
travel.

For those thinking about up-
grading their vehicle, summer
often brings a range of offers
from dealerships, making it a
great time to explore new or

used options. Electric and hy-
brid vehicles continue to grow
in popularity, offering lower run-
ning costs and a more environ-
mentally friendly way to travel,
particularly for shorter local
journeys.

Finally, remember that with
more cyclists, pedestrians, and
motorcyclists on the roads dur-
ing the summer months, extra
awareness is key. Taking a little
more care and allowing extra
space helps keep everyone safe
and ensures that June’s journeys
are enjoyable for all.

So, whether it's a short trip
across town or a longer adven-
ture further afield, make the
most of the season and enjoy
the road ahead this June.

Monthly Readership 30,000

Global Leader T
in Electric & Plug-In-Hybrid
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End of Season Focus

It has been a challenging campaign for Stourbridge
FC, with the season now drawing to a close and the
Glassboys battling hard to secure their status.

After a year of mixed fortunes and determined per-
formances, the focus ultimately shifted to survival.
Every point proved vital in a tightly contested lower
end of the table, where margins were fine and pres-
sure remained high throughout the run-in.

The War Memorial Athletic Ground once again
played its part, with loyal home support providing a
constant lift. The fans have stood firmly behind the
team all season, and that backing has been crucial
during the toughest moments.

Finance
Options
—

While this was not the outcome the club had initially
hoped for, there have been clear signs of resilience
and character within the squad. Grinding out results
when it mattered most could prove decisive in pre-
serving their place.

If survival is secured, it will mark an important achieve-
ment given the circumstances and provide a founda-
tion to build on heading into next season.

As the curtain falls, attention will quickly turn to
regrouping, rebuilding, and coming back stronger,

with supporters hopeful of a more positive campaign
ahead.

Windows | Doors | Conservatorles | Orangeries
Kidderminster & Worcester showrooms open 7 days a week

www.5starwindows.co.uk 01562 814757

WINDOWS &
. CONSERVATORIES J
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WOLL STON

THE FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

WE OFFER A RANGE OF SERVICES INCLUDING:

24hr Professional Services - Bespoke Funeral Arrangements - Local Direct Cremations
Exclusive Modern Funeral Homes & Vehicles - Complimentary Bereavement Counselling
Memorials Stones - Floristry - Pre Paid Funeral Plans

'SAIF] 9 High Street, Wollaston, Stourbridge, DY8 4NH
[ 01384 444 188

www.wollastonfunerals.co.uk




THE UK'S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

Find Your Up to
Perfect Fit | 50% less
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DREAM DOORS®

I# NEVWY LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS
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DREAM DOORS' ¢

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

01384 956119 1 01562 541208

dreamdoors.co.uk | dudley@dreamdoors.co.uk | 86 Lawnswood Road, Wordsley, DY8 5NA



