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Own Home Tax Obligations 
Kiwis opening up their homes need to be reminded they must pay tax.  

 

An Inland Revenue spokesperson said its priority was to maximise the amount of revenue collected 

and improve voluntary compliance across New Zealand.  

 

Most people voluntarily comply with their tax and social policy obligations, and Inland Revenue 

supported people to meet their obligations by providing information, reminders, self-assessment 

tools and online services.  

 

“If a person is letting rooms in their home to tourists (via websites such as Airbnb, Bookabach etc) 

they are effectively acting as a landlord and will need to pay tax on that income accordingly. This 

will, however, depend on the arrangements entered into” he said.  

 

If you are unsure of your obligations, then please get in touch with one of our Accountants at the 

office.  

 

Your Investment Property  
With a decline in the rental yield that many residential property investors are now experiencing 

there has been a noticeable move and strong trend to Airbnb.  

 

What are the most important considerations you need to address here?  

 

1. The most obvious one is will the annual Airbnb returns exceed the historical rental?  

 

2. How are/is it going to be managed? Will you have the time and experience if you choose to 

do it yourself?  

 

3. How is your property unique or different to many others that are converting to Airbnb as we 

speak? 

  

4. If your annual gross income from Airbnb exceeds $60,000 in the twelve months, then you 

have a requirement to register for GST from commencement date.  

 

5. Be very careful if the property that you are converting to an Airbnb is owned/held in an 

entity that is already GST registered because if this is the case, then you may be 

automatically subject to GST on the Airbnb income irrespective of the turnover. If this 

is/were your position, then you need to make contact with us early on before 

commencement.  

 

“A greater expectation of return for a little more uncertainty and risk – All the Best”.  

 

 

 

Perriam & Partners Ltd, Chartered Accountants & Business Advisors 

Unit 4, 35 Sir William Pickering Drive, PO Box 20-222, Bishopdale, Christchurch 

Telephone: (03) 358 3108, Facsimile: (03) 358 3120 E-mail: reception@perriams.co.nz 


