WELCOME!
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Open Doors with Loving Hearts
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CENTERING SONG

“SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT”

UMH 334
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\Sweet Sweet Spirit 334

WORDS Doris Akers, 1962
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“LORD, | WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN”



Llord, I Want to Be a Christian 402

WORDS: African American spiritual
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CALL TO WORSHIP




Leader: Even if we feel abandoned
and alone.

People: Christ meets us here.

Leader: Even when we become lost
and disoriented.

People: Christ rescues us in our
need.

Leader: Even when our hearts are
touched by the frost.



People: Christ warms our spirits.

Leader: Even when all light has
faded to black.

People: Christ illumines our Way.

All: Here in this house of worship,
enter, rejoice, and come home.



OPENING SONG

“NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD”




Nothing but the Blood 302

WORDS: Robert I.owry, 18767
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OPENING PRAYER

Lover of our souls, you meet
us on the road of life and lift
us from our pain and grief.
Heal our hardness of heart and
open our minds to the
subtleness of your ways and
the grandeur of your kingdom.
During times of suffering and



doubt, help us grow strong and
true, through your enduring
word. Reveal your presence to
us, as we show hospitality to
strangers and break bread in
your name. Amen.
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“VICTORY IN JESUS”




Victory in Jesus 370

WORDS: Eugene M. Bartlett, 193&
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OFFERING:

Praising God with Our Gifts
Open Doors with Loving Hearts



“DOXOLOGY”

Praise God, from whom all
blessings flow; Praise Him, all
creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly
host; Praise Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost! Amen.




“CHILDREN’S MESSAGE”




!‘“PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION?”

Lord, open our hearts and
minds by the power of your
Holy Spirit, that as the
scriptures are read and your
Word proclaimed, we may
hear with joy what you say to
us today. Amen.



SCRIPTURE
1 PETER 1:17-23



17 Since you call on a Father who
judges each person’s work
impartially, live out your time as
foreigners here in reverent fear.

18 For you know that it was not
with perishable things such as
silver or gold that you were
redeemed from the empty way of
life handed down to you from your
ancestors, 19 but with the precious



lamb without blemish or defect.

20 He was chosen before the
creation of the world but was
revealed in these last times for your
sake. 21 Through him you believe
In God, who raised him from the
dead and glorified him, and so your
faith and hope are in God. 22 Now

that you have purified yourselves
by obeying the truth so that you



have sincere love for each other,

love one another deeply, from the
heart. 23 For you have been born
again, not of perishable seed, but

of imperishable, through the living
and enduring word of God.



ISN’T A FEELIN G

“IT’S A PERSON__ |

AND HIS NAME IS

SERMON
“A Truth You Can Count On!”



“PRAYER OF CONFESSION”

God of Easter hope, when
our gaze is cast within, it is
easy to miss your presence
in our midst. When we fail to
recognize you on the road,
touch our minds with your
wisdom and truth, and set




“PRAYER OF CONFESSION”

our hearts on fire with your
~ holy love. During times of

- confusion and doubt, open
our eyes to your life-giving
presence, and rekindle our
Easter faith. Amen.




“WORDS OF ASSURANCE”

In the resurrection of Jesus, we
find hope and an imperishable

'seed of faith. Risen with Christ,
we are born anew. Amen.






— Lord’§ Prayer

heavenf *
name thy klngdom come'
thy will'be done on earth

as itis in heaven.
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“AMAZING GRACE”



378

1. Amazing grace!
How sweet the sound
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BENEDICTION




Leader: As you meet strangers on
the road, learn to recognize Christ in
your mist.

People: As our hearts burn within
us, we will recognize his whispers
to our souls.

Leader: As you experience Christ in
the smile of another, share the love
of God with one another.



People: As the scales fall from
our eyes, we will see Easter
miracles all around us.

All: Go with God’s blessings.




564 Threefold Amen

Walter Henry Hall (1862-1935)
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