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Orchards’ Newsletter 

Dear Orchards’ families 
 

 
 
This term has been such a successful one. Trip, visitors and experiences are exciting the children and 
bringing the learning to life. This year’s Lent challenge set by the Bishop of Ely has had the children 
thinking hard about how to build each other up and support each other. The school council and 
collective worship council have been back in action and we rounded the term off with a whole school 
celebration as well as a trip to St Augustine’s church for KS2.  
 
I hope you all have a lovely Easter break, and we look forward to welcoming the children back on 
Monday 13th April for the summer term. 
 
Regards 
 
Dr Homden  
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Attendance and punctuality: 
 
A huge thank you to the families of the children who achieved 100% attendance for the entire spring 
term. An even bigger thank you to the families of the 30 children who have 100% attendance for the 
entire academic year so far. We also have 152 children hitting our attendance target of 96%+ 
 

We really appreciate your continued support. 
 
The current figure for the school has fallen to 91.9%. We are also seeing a lot of children arriving late 
in the morning. Please ensure that your child is in school by 8:30 every morning.  
The gates open at 8:20, class doors open at 8:25 and the school gates are closed at 8:30. 
 

Attendance by class for the first half term 
1S   94.5 % 1K  95.3 % 
2E   92.1 % 2W 91.2 % 
3C   89.1 % 3W 94.3 % 
4E    91.0 % 4S  95.4  % 
5B    93.5 % 5S  90.2  % 
6R    96.6% 6C  <90  % 

 
Well done 1K and 6R who have the best overall attendance in school this half term. 6R - you’re above 
our target of 96%! 
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Year 3 were delighted to take part in the 2026 Wisbech Reads project, Take The Stage (The Big 
Dance), inspired by Matilda by Roald Dahl. In the lead-up to the festival, the children worked with the 
20Twenty Productions team in school, learning a dance and two songs to prepare for their performance 
at The Angles Theatre in Wisbech on Wednesday 18th March. 
 
Both children and staff thoroughly enjoyed the day. The performance was fantastic, with every child 
showing increased confidence and enthusiasm on stage. Their behaviour was exemplary, and they truly 
shone throughout the performance.  
 

  
 

   



Cherry Road, Wisbech, 
Cambridgeshire, PE13 3NP 

 

Tel:  01945 583799 

Email: office@orchards.cambs.sch.uk 

Web: www.orchards.cambs.sch.uk 

          Headteacher: Dr Damien Homden 

 

 

Year 4 Roman experience  
 
 Year 4 had a great morning with a visitor from Ancient Rome. The children took part in different 
drama activities and used Latin greetings and names. They were shown a variety of Roman battle 
weapons and were initiated into the Roman Army. They had great fun pretending to fight a slow 
motion battle! They found out about slavery, food and 'tasted' honey glazed dormice. Yuck! The most 
revolting part of the morning involved acting out how the Romans had a bath in the public baths. The 
children discovered that rich Romans used ashes and urine to wash their hair - I think I prefer 
shampoo! Mrs Eyers 
 
   

Year 6 – TCA careers fayre  
 
 Year 6 had a wonderful afternoon at the careers fayre at TCA. The event was organised by the 
Wisbech School’s Partnership and gave the children the opportunity to speak to people from a wide 
range of careers about what qualifications are needed for different jobs, what different jobs entail 
and how much the children could expect in terms of salaries. 
 
   

KS2 Easter service at St Augustine’s church 
 
KS2 celebrated the end of the spring term with an Easter service at St Augustine’s church. Children 
from each class read the Easter story, the children sang beautifully and the worship council led an 
Easter prayer. Thank you to Reverend Paul and everyone at St Augustine’s for welcoming us back to 
church. 
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Bishop of Ely’s Lent Challenge 2026  

 
This year’s challenge helped pupils to learn about the spread of Christianity in the early days of 
Christ’s Way and who Paul the apostle was. The focus of this challenge was to 
• Explore ways to encourage and build each other 
• Flourish in our ability to see one another – inside and outside 
• Notice our God-given gifts and talents 
•Develop our spiritual side to thrive in God’s world.  
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Young Arts Open Exhibition 2026 
Congratulations to two of our pupils who have been named as two of the winners for the Young Arts 
Open Competition 2026 – a competition organised by the Wisbech and Fenland Museum. The artwork 
is on display from Saturday 28th March to April 18th. 
 

 
Winning entries (above) and competition entries (below) 
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School uniform and PE kit: 
 
Thank you to all of the families who are sending children into school with the correct school 
uniform and PE kit – you are by far the majority of our families and your support is very much 
appreciated. 
 
 
School uniform: Grey or black skirt/skort/pinafore/trousers 
red polo shirt, green cardigan/jumper /sweatshirt*. 
Grey or black tights or white socks (ankle or knee length), to be worn with a skirt, skort or pinafore. 
 
Jeans, jogging bottoms and sports shorts are not acceptable as part of the main school uniform 
 
PE kit: Black/green shorts, plain leggings or jogging bottoms, plain black/white/green t-shirt or polo 
shirt (no sleeveless vests) and plain, black/green coloured fleece; trainers. 
 
Please ensure that from next half term, your child is dressed appropriately for school at all times – 
including school shoes. 
 
We understand that for a very small portion of our school community, extra needs such as increased 
sensory needs may make the wearing of the full school uniform incredibly difficult. As a school, we 
want to support all children to thrive and achieve and are able to make adjustments based on the 
individual child. This needs to be done in collaboration with Mrs Horlock our SENCo. 
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Dates for the diary: 
 
Monday 13th April Start of summer term 
Monday 4th May – Bank holiday 
Monday 11th May – Friday 15th May Year 6 SATs week 
Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May Half term 
Monday 1st June – Start of summer 2  
Monday 1st June – Friday 12th June Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check 
Monday 8th June – Friday 12th June Year 1 Phonics Screening Check 
Friday 17th July - Last day of term 
Monday 20th July - School closed – training day 
 

 

 
 
Contact Information 
If you have changed your telephone number or email address, please let us know, as these are our main 
form of communication.  
 



Cherry Road, Wisbech, 
Cambridgeshire, PE13 3NP 

 

Tel:  01945 583799 

Email: office@orchards.cambs.sch.uk 

Web: www.orchards.cambs.sch.uk 

          Headteacher: Dr Damien Homden 

 

 

Orchards’ Wrap-around care. 
 
Spaces available before and after-school in our wrap-around care. 
 

 
 
Activities include arts and craft, baking, sports, board games and lots more! 
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Events on at the Spinney playground over April: 

 


