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Missions

From the Missions Ministry Committee, lots of news this month.

First, Rev Cathy Daharsh, Sr Advisor to Lutheran World Relief, spoke with Gloria Dei members on January 29th.
This was really unprecedented that a representative from LWR visited locally. She showed a power point
presentation of different projects around the world, including testimonials from individuals. It was a good
presentation of the scope of LWR, as it included water projects, education programs and agricultural projects
as well as the Kits that congregations make up. She was very thankful for the work we do and emphasized that
the Kits are very important. LWR serves across faith traditions, nationally & internationally.

Second, Executive Director of Family Promise of the Great River, Jesse
Todd, and his wife visited Gloria Dei in January. He spoke to our
congregation at the worship services and explained about the program, which is administered differently than
when Gloria Dei first partnered with Family Promise. Now Family Promise owns a big home in Sparta, which has
offices and a day center downstairs, and offers bedrooms for 5 families upstairs. Jesse explained that Family
Promise provides eviction prevention services, diversion (helping families in temporary shelter situations
avoid entry into a homeless shelter), shelter itself, and stabilization by offering 1 to 2 years of continued
stabilizing case management.. Families who enter the FP shelter have 90 days to complete the shelter program
and enter stable housing. On average, over 82% find
housing in under 60 days of staying in the shelter. In 2025, 96
families were served, which is great, but there were 165 applications for services that the staff was unable to
process. The mission of Family Promise is to help homeless and low-income families achieve sustainable
independence through a community-based response. The video that Jesse showed was very touching.
Regarding the success of the program, in Jesse’s words “The community showed up, God showed up, and
we're really blessed.”
Besides donating money, people can donate time to Family Promise. They try to schedule people to provide
dinner for the residents on 3 nights a
week, or ask people to come spend time with the families at meal time.

They want the families to feel connected to the community, so this is a huge part. Or, you may have a skill that
would be valuable to share with families. Gloria Dei currently has $4,841 in a dedicated fund for Family
Promise hosting. Our Committee authorized our treasurer to disburse $2,800 of that fund directly to Family
Promise, immediately.

The remaining $2,041 will be available in 2026 for our congregation members who would like to provide a
meal for the Family Promise house residents. Please contact Colleen Bolchen (bolchens@mwt.net, text 608-
350-8178, call 608-562-5289) or Pastor Dave, if you are interested in this opportunity.

Third, our Giving Jar recipient in March is Chosen People Ministries, and their team will be at Gloria Dei on
March 8th to offer both worship services. Chosen People Ministries is an evangelical organization dedicated to
sharing the gospel with Jewish people and supporting Messianic Jewish communities worldwide. It was
founded in 1894 and its mission is to pray for, evangelize, disciple, and serve Jewish people everywhere, and
to help fellow believers do the same. The organization operates in over 20 countries. The Ministry provides
various services including Bible studies, spiritual counseling, and practical help for Jewish believers who may
feel isolated in traditional churches.

There are lots of opportunities to serve our Lord! Just look around! 12
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Follow us on Instagram & Facebook & the Web:
Gloria Dei Tomah
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