
 



CENTRAL UNITED CHURCH 

Lunenburg, Nova Scotia 

May 10th, 2026 – Christian Family Sunday 

 

Minister:   Rev. Daniel MacDonald 

Minister of Music: John Scott  

Lay Reader:   Bonny Houghton 

Greeters:  Carolyn & Oliver Levy   
Email: centralsecretary@bellaliant.com       Website: www.centralunitedlunenburg.ca 

VU: Voices United (red book)    MV: More Voices (spiral-bound book)  

 

We welcome and celebrate human diversity - including spirituality, ethnicity, 

gender and sexual orientation.  Here, people of any faith or none can question 

and discover the sacred in life through openness, struggle, laughter, prayer 

and music. 
 

Prelude  

 

Gathering Music:  “There’s A Wild Hope In The Wind”    
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Lighting of the Christ Candle  
 

Call to Worship: 
Parents and children, siblings and cousins,  

Grandparents and greats – aunts, uncles and more 

All family in God’s love.  

By adoption, by choice, by birth, or just by happenstance  

All family in God’s love.  

People well known, people never met.  

People near, people far -  

All family in God’s love. 

Come honestly, come authentically,   

Come just as you are. 

Come and worship, all of you, for we are: 

All family in God’s love! 
 

Hymn:  “God The All-Holy”        Author: Brian A. Wren (1988) 

                                                Tune: BUNESSAN 
 

1. God, the All-Holy, 

    Maker and Mother, 

    gladly we gather, 

    bringing in prayer 

    old hurts for healing, 

    new hopes for holding, 

    giving, receiving, 

    loving and care. 

(Cont’d next page) 



2. Spirit, All-Seeing, 

    knitting and blending 

    joy in desiring, 

    friendship and ease, 

    make our belonging 

    loyal and lasting, 

    so that our pledging 

    freshens and frees. 

  

3. Christ, All-Completing, 

    Nature enfolding, 

    evil exhausting 

    in love's embrace, 

    weaving and mending, 

    make every ending 

    God's new beginning 

    glowing with grace. 

 

Words of Welcome and Acknowledgement of Land  

 

A Prayer for Renewal: 

Loving Parent, Mothering Spirit, you know how hard it is  

to live in relationship, and yet you call us to do so.  

At times it is hard to be fully present to our siblings and others  

in our immediate family and within this Christian family.  

Our patience may be short, sometimes we don’t really listen,  

we may be tired, or angry, or hungry, or lonely,  

or something else entirely, yet still you call us to be people of love.  

In those moments when it’s hard,  

just as in the moments when it’s easy,  

let your love flow through us  

that it might calm us, ground us, and help us to love others.  

Guide us, inspire us, challenge us, comfort and nurture us  

each and every moment, but especially in this time of worship  

so that we might return to our daily lives full of love  

and ready to engage fully with all of your creation.   

This we ask, even as we name in the silence of our hearts,  

all that keeps us from living into the kind of relationships  

you desire for all people. Amen.  



A Time for Silent Reflection and Prayer 
Words of Assurance 
 

Choir Anthem:  “The Gift of Love”      ~Hal Hopson 
 

   Though I may speak with bravest fire, 

   and have the gift to all inspire, 

   and have not love, my words are vain, 

   as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 
 

   Though I may give all I possess, 

   and striving so my love profess, 

   but not be giv'n by love within, 

   the profit soon turns strangely thin. 
 

   Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 

   our spirits long to be made whole. 

   Let inward love guide every deed; 

   by this we worship and are freed. 
 

Scripture Readings: 

 Epistle:  2 Timothy 1:1-7 

 Gospel:  John 15:12-17 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn:   “We Are Pilgrims”         VU #595 
 

We Celebrate the Life and Work of our Community 
 

We Share Our Offerings  

 Offertory Hymn:     “What Can I Do?”        MV #191 
 

Dedication of Our Gifts: 

Creator God, you have blessed our lives  

with relationships that both inspire and challenge.  

We offer these gifts so that we might continue to build  

relationships with one another and with your whole creation.  

Bless these gifts that they may bring wholeness  

and life in abundance to all people.  

In Jesus’ name, we ask it. Amen. 



Sung Invitation to Prayer: “Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying”   

               VU #400 

 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Closing Hymn:  “Blest Be The Tie That Binds”        VU #602

  

Commissioning and Benediction 

   

Postlude 

 

 

 


