
 



 

CENTRAL UNITED CHURCH 

Lunenburg, Nova Scotia 

March 15th, 2026 – 4th Sunday in Lent 

 

Minister:   Rev. Daniel MacDonald 

Minister of Music: John Scott  

Lay Reader:   Natasha Backs 

Greeters:  Carolyn McAllister & Corella Courtney 

  
Email: centralsecretary@bellaliant.com       Website: www.centralunitedlunenburg.ca 

VU: Voices United (red book)    MV: More Voices (spiral-bound book)  

 

We welcome and celebrate human diversity - including spirituality, ethnicity, 

gender and sexual orientation.  Here, people of any faith or none can question 

and discover the sacred in life through openness, struggle, laughter, prayer and 

music. 
 

Prelude  

 

Gathering Music: “We Are A Wilderness Wandering People”  (back page) 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle  

 

Call to Worship: 

The journey through Lent  

is a journey not of distance but of the heart.  

Jesus calls us not to journey far, but to journey closer. 

closer to one another,  

closer to the Divine,  

closer to the needs of this world.  

As our journey continues today,  

may every step, every prayer, every action we take,  

draw us deeper into connection with one another  

and with our world.  

May this time and space apart, widen our perspective,  

broaden our understanding, and expand our vision of the world,  

allowing us to move farther from that which separates us,  

and closer to God’s dream of flourishing and life for all.  

Ready to follow Christ’s lead, we journey on… 

 

 

http://www.centralunitedlunenburg.ca/


Hymn:  “O Christ, The Healer, We Have Come” 

 
 

 

Words of Welcome and Acknowledgement of Land  

 

A Prayer for Renewal: 

When life and the world become overwhelming, O God,  

it is easy to turn away,  

to set off across the hills and to not look back,  

choosing to protect ourselves rather than to risk the messiness  

of compassion and care.  

But that is not our path, is it?  



Our journey does not take us around the messiness,  

but through it.  

Not away from the world and its suffering, but towards it.  

So, forgive us the times our feet wander down the easier way.  

Forgive us the times when we make assumptions about others, 

that serve only to ease our own discomfort.  

Forgive us the times  

when we avoid the needs of our neighbours 

out of fear, uncertainty or misguided understandings.  

Forgive us, then equip us with the courage, the compassion,  

the openness and understanding we need  

to do the work and walk the path you ask of us.    

Open to learning and re-learning what we need for the journey 

we pray. Amen.  

 
A Time for Silent Reflection and Prayer 
Words of Assurance 

 

Hymn:   “Like A Healing Stream”          MV #144 

 

Scripture Reading:  

Gospel:  John 9:1-17 

 

Sermon 

Hymn:  “When Hands Reach Out”  (Tune: O WALY WALY) 

 

   When hands reach out and fingers trace 

   The beauty of a loved one’s face, 

   We thank you, God, that love relies 

   On gifts of grace not seen with eyes. 

 

   When fingers spell and signs express 

   Our prayer and praise and thankfulness, 

   We thank you, God, that hands can sing; 

   You bless the silent songs we bring. 

 

   When broken bodies will not mend, 

   We thank you, God, for Christ our Friend. 

   In him, our healing can begin: 

   He welcomes all the wounded in. 



 

   And when the ways we learn and grow 

   Are not the ways that others know, 

   We thank you, God, that we have learned 

   Your love’s a gift, and never earned. 

 

   Your Spirit gives us differing ways 

   To serve you well and offer praise. 

   When all are joined as one, we’ll be 

   Your able, strong community. 

 

We Celebrate the Life and Work of our Community 

 

We Share Our Offerings  

 Offertory Hymn:  “From You I Receive” 

 
 

Dedication of Our Gifts: 

God of every journey,  

Let the gifts we offer today  

become stepping stones of peace and justice.   

Let them smooth the path ahead  

for those whose way is rough.  

Let them forge a trail of hope  

through the wilderness of despair and oppression.  

Let them be a waymarker of love and kindness,  

for all who feel lost,  

and let them be the welcome rest  

at the end of every hard trek.  

God of every journey, bless our gifts,  

as we continue to walk in your Way.  

Amen.  

 



Sung Invitation to Prayer: “We Have Been Told” 

 

 
 

 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 
 



 
 

 

 

Closing Hymn:  “God, Whose Almighty Word”        VU #313 

 

Commissioning and Benediction 

   

Postlude 

 

Some of our prayers today have been inspired by materials written by Marcia 

McFee or adapted for our use from resources first written by members of the 

Iona Community. Used with gratitude and permission.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gathering Music: 

 

“We Are A Wilderness Wandering People” 
 

 
 

 

 


