
 

CENTRAL UNITED CHURCH 

Lunenburg, Nova Scotia 

March 1st, 2026 – 2nd Sunday in Lent 

 

Minister:   Rev. Daniel MacDonald 

Minister of Music: John Scott  

Lay Reader:   Graham Pearson 

Greeters:  Janet Robertson & Jim Pittman   
Email: centralsecretary@bellaliant.com       Website: www.centralunitedlunenburg.ca 

VU: Voices United (red book)    MV: More Voices (spiral-bound book)  

 

We welcome and celebrate human diversity - including spirituality, ethnicity, 

gender and sexual orientation.  Here, people of any faith or none can question 

and discover the sacred in life through openness, struggle, laughter, prayer and 

music. 
 

Prelude  
 

Gathering Music:  “We Are A Wilderness Wandering People” 

 

 
 

http://www.centralunitedlunenburg.ca/


Lighting of the Christ Candle  

 

Call to Worship: 

Living in a world of growing division and isolation 

We turn towards each other again.  

Valuing the gift of our shared humanity,  

We turn towards each other again.  

Seeking companionship, encouragement, community and support,  

We turn towards each other again.  

Offering empathy, compassion and mutual care,   

We turn towards each other again.  

Open to learning from and with one another  

We turn towards each other again.  

Remembering that we are not meant to journey alone 

We turn towards each other again.  

Come, let us journey together, 

with curiosity, respect, hope and love.  

We journey on, with the Spirit as our guide.  

 

Hymn:  “We Are Pilgrims On A Journey”                    VU #595 

 

Words of Welcome and Acknowledgement of Land  

 

A Prayer for Renewal: 

God of pilgrims who share this journey, 

God of travellers upon this road:  

This path changes us. 

The conversations we have, and the views we’ve gained; 

The hurt we’ve endured and the muscles we’ve trained,  

– they bring us to a new place,  

and to a newer sense of ourselves.  

As we unpack the things we’ve carried 

and recount the things we’ve lost,  

may we marvel again at the journey itself,  

the gift of walking with others,  

along a path that takes us into and beyond ourselves. 

Amen.  

 
A Time for Silent Reflection and Prayer 
Words of Assurance 



 

Hymn:   “Here I Am To Worship” 

 

 
  



Here I Am To Worship (cont’d) 

 

 
 

 

 

Scripture Reading:  

Gospel:  John 3:1-17 

 

 

Sermon 

Hymn:    “We Are One”         VU #402

   

 

We Celebrate the Life and Work of our Community 

 

We Share Our Offerings  

 Offertory Hymn:         “From You I Receive” 

 

 
 

 

 



Dedication of Our Gifts: 

God of every journey,  

Let the gifts we offer today  

become stepping stones of peace and justice.   

Let them smooth the path ahead  

for those whose way is rough.  

Let them forge a trail of hope  

through the wilderness of despair and oppression.  

Let them be a waymarker of love and kindness,  

for all who feel lost,  

and let them be the welcome rest  

at the end of every hard trek.  

God of every journey, bless our gifts,  

as we continue to walk in your Way.  

Amen.  
 

Sung Invitation to Prayer: “When Our Heart Is In A Holy Place”  
 

 



When Our Heart…(cont’d) 

 
 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer   (sung, see insert) 
 

Closing Hymn:  “We Would Be One”  (see back page) 
 

A Responsive Benediction: 

 The Creator God filled you with breath, 

 inviting you to this journey called Life. 

 We will follow on The Way. 

 Jesus, our Guide, showed us what it means 

 to make a new way with Love. 

 We will follow on The Way. 

 The Spirit gives us strength to move forward 

 with Courage and Compassion for all we meet. 

 We will follow on The Way. 

 May this week be filled with opportunities  

 to turn towards one another, walking the way of the Holy,  

 offering friendship, grace, and sustenance  

 to all those we meet. 

 May it be so. Amen 
 

Postlude 
 

Some of our prayers today have been inspired by materials written by Marcia 

McFee or adapted for our use from resources first written by members of the 

Iona Community. Used with gratitude and permission.  



 
  



 

 
 


