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THE GOAL

To renew our parishes so they
become places where individuals
and families encounter Jesus and
grow as missionary disciples

THE PLAN
To respond in faith to the challenges

we face and to take the necessary

steps to better equip our parish
communities for mission.

OUR RESOLVE

To advance with unshakable
conviction of the truth of the Gospel
and a love that compels us to share
the good news with those around us




Curia must reflect 'new
humanity, founded on
love, solidarity, pope
says

Carol Glatz - December 22, 2025

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The cardinals,
bishops, priests, religious and laypeople
who work in the Roman Curia are called
to be a "sign of a new humanity," founded
on mutual love and solidarity, not
selfishness and individualism, Pope Leo
X1V said.

"We are not mere gardeners tending our
own plot, but disciples and witnesses of
the Kingdom of God, called in Christ to
be leaven of universal fraternity among
different peoples, religions and cultures;’
he told cardinals and top Curia officials
Dec. 22 during a traditional pre-Christmas
meeting with them.

"This happens if we ourselves live as
brothers and sisters and allow the light
of communion to shine in the world,"
the pope said. "Let us remember this
also in our curial service: the work of
each is important for the whole, and the
witness of a Christian life, expressed

in communion, is the first and greatest
service we can offer."

The traditional Christmas greeting took
place in the Vatican's Hall of Blessing,
which was decorated with red poinsettias
and Christmas trees adorned with
sparkling lights and silver and gold
ornaments.

While previous popes used the pre-
Christmas meeting to review the past
year, Pope Leo continued Pope Francis'
practice of using it as an opportunity to
reflect on what can help or hinder the
Curia's mission of sharing the Gospel.
Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, dean of
the College of Cardinals, offered a brief
summary of the past eight months

of Pope Leo's ministry in his opening
remarks.

Continued on Page 20

MEET OUR FAMILY OF PARISHES

ALL ARE WELCOME
Holy Family St. Joseph
24505 Meadowbrook Rd. 830 S Lafayette St.
Novi, M1 48375 South Lyon, MI 48178
(248) 349-8847 (248) 446-8700
www.holyfamilynovi.org www.stjcc.org
St. James St. William
46325 Ten Mlle Rd. 531 Common St.
Novi, Ml 48374 Walled Lake, Ml 48390
248-347-7778 (248) 624-1421
www.stiamesnovi.org www.stwilliam.com

WHAT IS A FAMILY OF PARISHES?

A Family of Parishes is a group of three or more parishes
that collaborate in deeper and more intentional ways
than parishes have ever done before. Each parish in a
Family will retain its own unique identity, similar to how
each sibling has his or her own unique roll in the family.

If you have an Catholic event
that you would to submit for publication,
send it to Ron Hartmus (St. James Church - Novi)
bulletin@stjamesnovi.org
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Curia must reflect 'new humanity, founded on
love, solidarity, pope says

Holy Family St. James St. Joseph St. William
24505 Meadowbrook Rd. 46325 Ten Mlle Rd. 830 S Lafayette St. 531 Common St.
Novi, M| 48375 Novi, M| 48374 South Lyon, M| 48178 Walled Lake, MI 48390
(248) 349-8847 248-347-7778 (248) 446-8700 (248) 624-1421
www.holyfamilynovi.org www.stiamesnovi.org www.stjcc.org www.stwilliam.com
Monday 12:00 pm Monday 9:00 am Monday None Monday None
Tuesday 9:00 am Tuesday 9:00 am Tuesday 7:00 pm Tuesday 8:00 am
Wednesday 12:00 pm Wednesday 7:00 pm Wednesday 9:00 am Wednesday 8:00 am
Thursday 9:00 am Thursday None Thursday None Thursday 8:00 am
Friday 9:00 am Friday None Friday 9:00 am Friday None
OUR FAMILY OF PARISHES
RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE
Saturday 9:00 am Wednesday  6:00 pm Tuesday 6:00 pm Announced Weekly
. . First Tuesday
or by appointment Saturday 2:30 pm of the Month Only
Saturday 3:30 pm
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Fr. Bob LaCroix

www.holyfamilynovi.org
December 29,2025

Weekend
Mass Times

Fr. Bob LaCroix
frbob@hfnovicom

Janet Diaz
Pastoral Formation Dir.

jdiaz@hfnovicom

Gabriela Vazquez
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Fr. Bob LaCroix

www.holyfamilynovi.org
December 29,2025

Daily
Mass Times
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Fr. Ed Zaorski

www.stiamesnovi.org

December 29,2025

VERSITI BLOOD DRIVE

Sunday, January 18th - Online Sign Up Available

We ek en d St. James is hosting a Blood Drive on Sunday, January 18th and we need donors! You can save

lives by signing up to donate blood. Whole Blood and Double Red Cells signups available from
i 8:00 am - 1:00 pm. The Blood Drive will be in the Parish Hall. Signing up is as easy as making a
phone call, sending an email or going online:

Go online: https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11611256
Call: Sr. Clare at 248-347-7778 ext. 17
Email: daluclare@sjnovi.net

Help
You are eligible to donate every 57 days. If you have Save
traveled outside of the United States or have any Alife
eligibility concerns, be sure to check the Versiti website
https://www.versiti.org/versipass/michigan or

call 877-232-4376 before making an appointment. Please

help to make our Blood Drive a success by signing up

today!

Food Pantry Monthly
Packers and Deliverers

A 2026 schedule will be arriving in the
next week or so. The first packing of the
year will be January 19th through January
21st, with delivery on January 24th. Thank

St. J ames FOOd Pantry you for your continued commitment to this

The holidays have gone by and we are ministry!

now beginning our regular monthly food

packings as well as assisting those calling

in for help with food. In the past few

weeks, we have given out 8 emergency

food packings.

The food list located on page 4 of this
bulletin is updated weekly. We will, of
course, accept any non-expired items you
may wish to donate.

Thank you for whatever help you can give!l
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Daily
Mass Times

Fr. Ed Zaorski

PrimeTimers

Are you an adult 50+ looking for fun and

to socialize? Please consider joining the
PrimeTimers, a group of family of parishes
members, singles or couples. Our goal is to
meet the spiritual, educational and social
needs of our community. Dues are $10.00 per
year per person and the meetings are held
once a month in the St James Parish Hall. Our
members can enjoy the following:

January 12th at 1:00 pm

January Meeting

Join us for a presentation from David Larwa
who will tell us some interesting facts about
St James the Greater along with the spiritual
experience of the journey to Camino Santiago
de Compstela, and the walk to St James field
of stairs to Spain.

We will also have a white elephant gift
extravaganza. Please bring a wrapped unloved
Christmas gift to exchange.

January 22nd at 1:00 pm
Waltonwood

We have been invited to go to Waltonwood,
27474 Huron Circle, Novi. It is located across
from Nordstrom at 12 Oaks Mall. They will
serve appetizers and dessert and have a
speaker on the topic ' Ringing in the New
Year' A tour of the facility will be available.

February 9th 12th at 12:00 pm

February Meeting

Please come and enjoy some delicious soup
and sandwiches. The cost is $5.00 per person
unless you bring a crockpot of homemade
soup - then it is free. We will also have a
special guest speaker. You may sign up and
pay at the January meeting or send your
check to: Marge Jonesku, 234 Winslow Circle,
Commerce Township, 48390.

March 9th 12th at 12:00 pm

March Meeting

We are having our traditional St Patrick's Day
Irish luncheon. There is a $20.00 charge

per person. You may sign up and pay at

the January meeting or send your check

to: Marge Jonesku, 234 Winslow Circle,
Commerce Township, 48390.

Any questions - call Pat Woody
at 847-217-0515
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Weekend
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St.
William

www.stwilliam.com
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Weekend

Fr. Michael Savickas
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Fr. Michael Savickas

St.
William
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News From Around the Archdiocese of Detroit

‘winter 2026

St. Catherine of Siena Academy is now accepting applications on a
rolling basis for the 2026-2027 school year. We welcome families to
apply and learn more about our mission to educate and empower

young women. Visit saintcatherineacademy.org/admissions today!

DECEMBER 29 2025
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News From Around the Archdiocese of Detroit

January 17

December 29,2025
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News From Around the Archdiocese of Detroit

January 21

December 29,2025
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News From Around the Archdiocese of Detroit

January 30

Attention Singles!

(ages mid-30s to 50s)
December 29,2025

Interested in...
making new Catholic friends?
renewing your relationship with God?
finding peace & meaning for your life?

If so, attend the next

REFLECT Catholic Retreat

for single men & women at the

St. Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt, Ml
(10 miles north of Lansing)

REFLECT is for and about single men & women (mid-30s to 50s) looking to connect with
others who also face the unigue challenges of being a mid-life single in a couple’s world.
It's a great way to get to know & share with others in a caring, Christ-centered environment.

The next REFLECT weekend is Jan 30 - Feb 1, 2026.

Cost is $240.00 for a single-occupancy bedroom, meals, and materials.

Step outside of your comfort zone & into a wonderful opportunity for
personal growth. TAKE A CHANCE & GET INVOLVED... you won’t regret it!

For details, visit www.ReflectRetreat.com, E. E
e-mail reflect. michigan@gmail.com, .

or call (586) 770-1772.
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News From Around the Archdiocese of Detroit

Fe];rual‘g 15-21

December 29,2025
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News From Around the Archdiocese of Detroit

July 22

December 29,2025
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News From Around the Archdiocese of Detroit

Summer 2026

December 29,2025
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News From Around the Archdiocese of Detroit

Fall 2026

December 29,2025
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News From Around the Archdiocese of Detroit

Continued from Page 2

His prophetic voice, pastoral style and rich
magisterium have marked the church's
journey in recent years, encouraging

us above all to place God's mercy at

the center, to give renewed impetus to
evangelization, and to be a joyful church,
welcoming to all and attentive to the
poorest," the U.S.-born pope said.

Pope Leo then focused his talk on two
fundamental themes of Pope Francis' 2013
apostolic exhortation "Evangelii Gaudium®
("The Joy of the Gospel"): mission and
communion.

He told the Curia officials that the church's
very nature is to be "outward-looking,
turned toward the world, missionary," in
order to bring the good news of God's love
to all people.

"The church exists to invite and gather all
people to the festive banquet that the Lord
prepares for us," he said, so "every person
can discover their identity as a beloved
child, a brother or sister to their neighbor,
and a new creation in Christ”

"“Transformed by this discovery, they
become witnesses to truth, justice and
peace," he said.

For that reason, he said, "we need an ever
more missionary Roman Curia, in which
institutions, offices and tasks are conceived
in light of today's major ecclesial, pastoral
and social challenges, and not merely to
ensure ordinary administration," to better
serve local churches and their pastors.

When it comes to communion, he said,
Christmas is an important reminder that
‘Jesus came to reveal the true face of God
as Father, so that we might all become his
children and therefore brothers and sisters
to one another!'

God's love, revealed by Jesus, enables all
members of the Catholic Church "to be a
sign of a new humanity no longer founded
on selfishness and individualism, but on
mutual love and solidarity," Pope Leo said.

The task of fostering greater communion
both within the church and in the world "is
urgent," he said.

Communion in the church is always a
challenge, he said, because of "forces of
division" that may sometimes be at play.
"We can fall into the temptation of swinging
between two opposite extremes: uniformity
that fails to value differences, or the
exacerbation of differences and viewpoints
instead of seeking communion.”

"Thus, in interpersonal relationships, in
internal office dynamics, or in addressing
questions of faith, liturgy, morality and
more besides, there is a risk of falling into
rigidity or ideology, with their consequent
conflicts," Pope Leo said.

Members of the church are called to
‘conversion," and to remember, "though
many and diverse," they are members of
the one body of Christ as "brothers and
sisters in him." he said.

"This communion is built not so much
through words and documents as through
concrete gestures and attitudes that ought
to appear in our daily lives, including in our
work," he said.

Pope Leo warned against "bitterness" that
may build up in those who, after many
years of service in the Curia, "observe with
disappointment that certain dynamics

-- linked to the exercise of power, the
desire to prevail, or the pursuit of personal
interests -- are slow to change'”

He encouraged officials to seek "genuine
fraternal friendship" and to pray for
personal conversion and the "grace to

find trustworthy friends, where masks fall
away, no one is used or sidelined, genuine
support is offered, and each person's worth
and competence are respected, preventing
resentment and dissatisfaction."

When members of the Curia and the
wider church live this way, he said, it also
becomes a sign to "a world wounded by
discord, violence and conflict, where we
also witness a growth in aggression and
anger, often exploited by both the digital
sphere and politics."

"The Lord's birth brings the gift of peace
and invites us to become its prophetic sign
in a human and cultural context that is too
fragmented,” he said.

Continued on Page 22
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News From Around the Archdiocese of Detroit

Continued from Page 21

After meeting with the Curia leaders, the
pope went to the Vatican audience hall
where he greeted hundreds of employees
of the Vatican and the Diocese of Rome
and their families. He spent almost 30
minutes walking along the barriers,
greeting and speaking with those in
attendance, and blessing babies and
children.

In his speech, he encouraged employees
and their families to learn from Jesus "the
style of simplicity and humility, and let

us all work together to ensure that this is
increasingly the style of the church in all its
expressions.’

'Sometimes we are so caught up in our
activities that we do not think about the
Lord or the church," he said. "But the very
fact of working with dedication, trying to do
our best, and also -- for you lay people --
with love for your family, for your children,
gives glory to the Lord

Click Here
To Subscribe
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