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THE GOAL

To renew our parishes so they
become places where individuals
and families encounter Jesus and
grow as missionary disciples

THE PLAN
To respond in faith to the challenges

we face and to take the necessary

steps to better equip our parish
communities for mission.

OUR RESOLVE

To advance with unshakable
conviction of the truth of the Gospel
and a love that compels us to share
the good news with those around us




Booming growth

at Detroit Catholic
Campus Ministry, St.
John Fisher highlights
importance of ministry
to college students

Gabriella Patti - June 24, 2025

DETROIT — In an effort to capitalize

on the ever-growing fruits of Catholic
campus ministries across the Archdiocese
of Detroit, a closer bond is being forged
between the Catholic presence at
Oakland University in Auburn Hills and
Detroit Catholic Campus Ministry in
Wayne County.

The two campus ministry programs,
which each have seen an increase in
student participation in recent years,
will share priests and collaborate more
closely moving forward, strengthening
each community.

Starting July 1, Archbishop Edward J.
Weisenburger has appointed Fr. Matthew
Hood, the current chaplain of Detroit
Catholic Campus Ministry — which serves
students at Wayne State University

in Detroit, the University of Michigan-
Dearborn and Henry Ford Community
College in Dearborn — as administrator
of St. John Fisher Chapel University Parish
in Auburn Hills, in addition to his current
responsibilities.

At the same time, the archbishop has
appointed Fr. Steven Mateja, an in
solidum priest who currently serves St.
John Fisher, as co-chaplain of Detroit
Catholic Campus Ministry as well as
parochial vicar of St. John Fisher.

St. John Fisher Chapel University Parish,
which serves students at Oakland
University and its campus ministry
program, Grizzly Catholic, will no longer
be a part of the Bald Mountain Family of
Parishes — which also includes St. Joseph
and Christ the Redeemer parishes in Lake
Orion — but will partner more closely with
Detroit Catholic Campus Ministry.

Both campus ministry groups will remain
independent, but will share priests and
resources, Fr. Hood and Fr. Mateja said.

Continued on page 18

MEET OUR FAMILY OF PARISHES

ALL ARE WELCOME
Holy Family St. Joseph
24505 Meadowbrook Rd. 830 S Lafayette St.
Novi, MI 48375 South Lyon, M| 48178
(248) 349-8847 (248) 446-8700
www.holyfamilynovi.org www.stjcc.org
St. James St. William
46325 Ten Mlle Rd. 531 Common St.
Novi, Ml 48374 Walled Lake, MI 48390
248-347-7778 (248) 624-1421
www.stiamesnovi.org www.stwilliam.com

WHAT IS A FAMILY OF PARISHES?

A Family of Parishes is a group of three or more parishes
that collaborate in deeper and more intentional ways
than parishes have ever done before. Each parish in a
Family will retain its own unique identity, similar to how
each sibling has his or her own unique roll in the family.

CLICKHERE

To Read the Archbishop's Letter

2 EMMANUEL FAMILY OF PARISHES


http://www.stwilliam.com
http://holyfamilynovi.org
http://www.stjcc.org
http://www.stjcc.org
https://www.unleashthegospel.org/the-letter/

Growing Catholic campus ministries to collaborate more closely, share priests

Holy Family St. James St. Joseph St. William
24505 Meadowbrook Rd. 46325 Ten Mlle Rd. 830 S Lafayette St. 531 Common St.
Novi, M| 48375 Novi, M| 48374 South Lyon, M| 48178 Walled Lake, MI 48390
(248) 349-8847 248-347-7778 (248) 446-8700 (248) 624-1421
www.holyfamilynovi.org www.stiamesnovi.org www.stjcc.org www.stwilliam.com
Monday 12:00 pm Monday 9:00 am Monday None Monday None
Tuesday 9:00 am Tuesday 9:00 am Tuesday 7:00 pm Tuesday 8:00 am
Wednesday  12:00 pm Wednesday 7:00 pm Wednesday 9:00 am Wednesday 8:00 am
Thursday 9:00 am Thursday None Thursday None Thursday 8:00 am
Friday 9:00 am Friday None Friday 9:00 am Friday None
OUR FAMILY OF PARISHES
RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE
Saturday 9:00 am Wednesday  6:00 pm Tuesday 6:00 pm Announced Weekly
. . First Tuesday
or by appointment Saturday 2:30 pm of the Month Only
Saturday 3:30 pm
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Fr. Bob LaCroix

www.holyfamilynovi.org
June 30,2025

Weekend
Mass Times

Fr. Bob LaCroix

frbob@hfnovi.com

Janet Diaz
Pastoral Formation Dir.

jdiaz@hfnovicom

Gabriela Vazquez
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Fr. Bob LaCroix

www.holyfamilynovi.org
June 30,2025

Daily
Mass Times
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Mass Times

Fr. Ed Zaorski

PrimeTimers

The PrimeTimers is a group of parish members,

singles or couples, who are 50 and up. Our
goal is to meet the spiritual, educational and
social needs of our community. All family

of parishes members are welcome to join.
Meetings are held once a month, October -
May, in the St James Parish Hall.

July 14th at 1:00 pm

Ice Cream Social

As a result of our hugely successful Ice Cream
Social last summer, we are making this an
annual event. We will serve sundaes and cones
in the St James Parish Hall while our members
enjoy each other's company. Thanks to the
generosity of the 50/50 contributions, this
event is free.

We welcome back the Beyond Belief singers
and dancers to entertain us.

August 14th at Noon

Detroit Institute of Arts

Please join us on a trip to the Detroit Institute
of Arts. We will be at the DIA from 1.00 - 3:00
and depart from the St James parking lot at
12:15. We will have a guided tour with some
time to roam, shop and eat. While there is

no charge for this outing, seating on the bus
is limited. You can sign up at the Ice Cream
Social. You may also call Pat Fallis at 248-982-
5422 to sign up or if you have any questions.

August 25th at 9:30 am

Island Queen Boat Tour

Join us at Kensington Park for a relaxing boat
tour. There is no charge for the boat ride but
there is a $10.00 per car entry fee if you do not
have a Metro Park pass. There are limited seats
available so please sign up at the Ice Cream
Social. You may also call Kathy McDonough at
248-890-4004 to sign up or if you have any
questions. We will meet at Bakers in Milford for
lunch following the tour.

Coats for Kids Campaign

This year's recipients will be students at
Village Oaks Elementary School in Novi. The
price per coat is $20.00. Please send your
check payable to 50+ to: Marge Jonesku, 234
Winslow Circle, Commerce Township, 48390.
You may also pay at the Ice Cream Social or
the picnic.

Any questions - call Pat Woody
at 847-217-0515
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Fr. Ed Zaorski
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Fr. Stan Tokarski

www.stjcc.org

June 30,2025

Weekend
Mass Times
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Fr. Stan Tokarski

www.stjcc.org
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May 19, 2025

Fr. Michael Savickas

St.
William

www.stwilliam.com

June 30, 2025

Weekend
Mass Times

10 EMMANUEL FAMILY OF PARISHES


http://www.stwilliam.com

St.
William

www.stwilliam.com
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Daily
Mass Times

Fr. Michael Savickas
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News From Around the Archdiocese of Detroit

Upcoming Events
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Summer Camp

Join us for a fun, Christ-centered week of theater with FGR Drama Club alumni Thomas
McClelland ‘23 and Audrey Lang '24. Campers will have the opportunity to improve their
stage skills with scenes from Thornton Wilder's The Matchmaker and music and dances from
Andrew Lloyd Webber's Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. Through detailed
scene work, vocal guidance, and dance instruction, campers will grow in their confidence
and love for performing. The week will culminate in a final showcase to demonstrate what the
campers have learned to family and friends.

Please email communications@fgrhs.org with any questions.

JUNE 16, 2025
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Continued from page 2

‘It is an incredible honor that the
archbishop has asked me to be at the front
end of this endeavor for the Archdiocese
of Detroit, to pour more resources into
Catholic campus ministries,” Fr. Mateja told
Detroit Catholic.

Fr. Hood said the new arrangement
emphasizes the importance the
Archdiocese of Detroit places on campus
ministry.

“The archbishop is saying that he wants
two priests to be dedicated full time to
this mission, which is a huge sacrifice,
especially today, as we look at the priest
shortages,” Fr. Hood said. “l am deeply
convinced that campus ministry is the
epicenter of the renewal in the Catholic
Church, especially in the United States”

At Detroit Catholic Campus Ministry and at
St. John Fisher, both Fr. Hood and Fr. Mateja
say they have experienced firsthand the
significant growth of the Catholic Church
on college campuses, both Christian and
secular.

While many U.S. dioceses have reported a
general increase in the number of converts
entering the Church, many of the hubs of
Catholic activity are centered on college
campuses.

“(Detroit Catholic Campus Ministry) started
after the pandemic with maybe four or five
students," Fr. Hood said. “This past year, we
had over 180 students in Bible study; we
had 10 students received into the Church
— sometimes there are not very many
parishes with 10 people being received into
the Church — we have two guys who have

entered seminary, and even more young
people being sent out as disciples who
are seeking to live out the mission of the
Church for the rest of their lives.”

Similarly, Fr. Mateja said St. John Fisher
currently has 95 students in Bible study, an
increase in young people attending daily
Mass, and seven college students enter
the Church this Easter.

Campus ministry plays an important role in
this faith boom because young people are
hungry for authenticity and truth, Fr. Mateja
said.

“Young people want authentic faith — they
want authenticity, they want truth and
reality, goodness and beauty, and so hard
truth is so important for young people,” Fr.
Mateja said. “They don't want the squishy
stuff. They want the hard truth. They want
the fullness of the faith, and when you
water it down, the young people aren't
interested in a product that isn't lasting”

Fr. Hood said he and Fr. Mateja remain
open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit

as they pray about how the two campus
ministry programs — and they as priests —
can collaborate more closely.

“We are working to figure it out together
as we discern the way forward, and we

are trying to be responsive to the gift of
the Holy Spirit and the newness of this
assignment,” Fr. Hood said. “But | also think
that it is an opportunity to focus on the
growth that has happened for campus
ministry — it has borne a lot of fruit.
Campus ministry is such a bright light on
the Church today.

Click Here
To Subscribe
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