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In 2022, Niche.com again listed Bella Vista 
as the second best neighborhood to live in 
Philadelphia based on criteria such as 
cultural diversity, quality of public schools, 
cost of living, and accessibility, amongst 
many other criteria and standards. 
Utilizing dozens of public data sets and 
millions of local reviews, our neighborhood 
scored an overall Niche grade of A+. Not 
bad. However this score doesn’t reflect the 
whole story. 

The breakdown of a Niche score of A+ may 
not be entirely comprehensive and there 
are  certainly data sets illustrating areas of 
need and improvement. There are, 
according to the site, opportunities to 

improve our overall grade. Not 
surprisingly, these are areas that also 
reflect larger city-wide issue such as 
quality of public schools, cost of living, and 
job opportunities. Criteria and factors that 
are critical for a healthy and thriving 
neighborhood, these are areas where we 
can all contribute to make sustained 
improvement for everyone. 

The commute and accessibility score of A+, 
again based on publicly available data sets 
and citizen reviews, is one of the features 
my family and I really enjoy about Bella 
Vista and a sticking point for raising our 

A WALK THROUGH BELLA VISTA 
By Jason Sandman 
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A WALK continued on page 2

OPEN STUDIO TOUR AT PALUMBO PARK

Sam Connors and Veronica Knell talking to neighbor Aflina Sorbello
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family here in this neighborhood. If you 
have walked around Bella Vista, 
particularly in the autumn, with our 
crisp fall foliage brightly luminating our 
sight lines, friendly puppies walking 
down the sidewalks, or stopped to grab a 
cup of coffee at one of our many cafes, 
you know the feeling of being able to 
walk as a major form of commuting and 
accessibility. 

It is not just Niche.com that found Bella 
Vista so highly desirable based on 
neighborhood  walkability. Walkscore, a 
credible and reliable real estate-related 
website promoting walkable 
neighborhoods, provided a walk score of 
97/100. This score, according to the site, 
represents what many of us already 
know, Bella Vista is a walkers paradise! 

Walking, with its abundant positive 
social and environmental outcomes, 
including climate  positivity, prevention 
of chronic disease, and improved 
reduction of crime rates, provides 
obvious compounding benefits allowing 
neighborhoods like ours to thrive. 

Bella Vista Neighborhood Association 
(BVNA) recognizes our small role in 
improving walkability. Our registered 
community organization advocates for 
continuous improvements in walkability 
and accessibility by petitioning to add 
crosswalks and ensure safe passage 
during construction projects. We most 
recently hosted events that show off our 
active living infrastructure and locations 
of interest. Perhaps you enjoyed our 
Bella Vista walking tour, hosted by 
BVNA, in September. This event 
highlighted much of the accessible 
by-foot locations, sites, and anchor 
institutions that represent the diverse 
history of our neighborhood. Our art 
gallery stroll in December is another 
great example of the multiple benefits of 
walking and accessibility. 

Our neighborhood, and city in general, 
have a lot of work to do in order to 
achieve higher  scores in areas that 
really matter beyond simply 
accessibility. Like any journey, it takes 
steps to get there. We look forward to 
taking those steps, both big and small, 
together. 

A WALK, continued from page 1

OPEN
shop for all your holiday celebrations

9 am - 5 pm › 7 days a week
average daily hours (Sun. until 3 pm)

9th & Kimball Sts.
or online at mercato.com
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By David Lukmire 

Bella Vista is rich in historic places. 
Some still serve their original 
functions—St. Paul’s Church, for 
example. Others have been repurposed 
but are still standing, like vestiges of old 
banks erected at the turn of the 20th 
century to serve the neighborhood’s 
Italian-speaking community, like Banca 
D’Italia (now apartments) and Banca 
d’Bozzelli (now Bella Cleaners) near 7th 
and Fitzwater. But others are gone.

Among those lost (but not forgotten) 
places is Palumbo’s, a Philadelphia 
institution that occupied the site of the 
Rite Aid, now bounded by Christian, 
Catherine, Darien, and 9th Streets.  
Palumbo’s, nominally located at 824 
Catherine Street, began as a boarding 
spot and landing spot for Italian 
immigrants in the 1880s before enjoying 
a mid-20th century heyday as a 
nightclub, restaurant, and music venue. 
Among other luminaries, Palumbo’s was 
graced by famous crooners like Frankie 

Avalon and Frank Sinatra (although the 
former mostly graced the restaurant), 
legendary “Big Band” bandleader 
Carmen Dee, and local politicians.

But perhaps the greatest role of 
Palumbo’s was for ordinary people who 
celebrated countless weddings and other 
special occasions at Palumbo’s. 
According to a 1949 Life Magazine 
feature, then-owner Frank Palumbo, Jr. 
claimed that he gave 3,000 wedding 
parties a year—sometimes over 50 in a 
single day. As times changed, Palumbo’s 
declined in its later years, accelerated by 
the death of Frank Palumbo, Jr. in 1983. 
In 1994, what was left of Palumbo’s was 
destroyed in a series of fires believed to 
be arson.

For such a remarkable place, Palumbo’s 
was not in a grand building despite 
coming to occupy an entire city block. 
Instead, Palumbo’s gradually expanded 
from its nineteenth-century genesis as a 
boarding house at the corner of Darien 
(formerly Fallon) and Catherine Streets 

PALUMBO'S: GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN

Palumbo's Wedding Photo
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PALUMBO'S continued on page 4

boutique_nail_cafe

Bring this Ad for a 
15% Discount

HEPA approved air filtration

Hello
Gorgeous!

hands   *   feet   *   massage   *   wax

Discover what fulfills you
Phone:  215-238-8991 Online:  boutiquenailcafe.com
Make your appointment today 
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to occupy around 20 rowhouses. Every time Palumbo’s 
acquired a rowhouse, its owners simply knocked down the 
separating and expanded into new space. For instance, on a 
1917 map, Palumbo’s was marked as “Hotel Palumbo” on the 
corner of Catherine and Darien, but by 1950 had grown to 
occupy numerous properties—with the removed partitions 
between formerly separate properties visible on a map. 
Today, a plaque near 9th and Catherine Streets marks the 
former location of Palumbo’s, ensuring that its memory will 
be kept alive.

Do you have a story to tell about Palumbo’s?  David Lukmire 
would love to hear from you, dlukmire@yahoo.com.

Mention this ad and get a sweet discount on the purchase of lessons, 
classes, performance coaching, vocal training and Kala® ukuleles.
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PALUMBO'S, continued from page 3

Palumbo's Advertisement

215-561-0877 | WWW.DIONSOLOMON.COM

• Personal Injury
• Work Injuries
• Slip/Trip and Falls
 • Medical Malpractice

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Ride Share Accidents
• Abuse
• Landlord Tenant
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THE SETTLEMENT MUSIC SCHOOL
By Dennis Hallda

If you‘ve considered learning how to play an instrument, 
taking voice lessons, studying dance, or finding an ensemble 
to perform with in Philadelphia any time in over the last 114 
years, Settlement Music School will have been an obvious 
choice. In 1908 Jeanette Selig Frank and Blanche Wolf Kohn 
founded Settlement Music School as the music program of the 
College Settlement in the Southwark section of Philadelphia, 
offering a variety of services to the newly arrived immigrants 
in the community. Nine years later the Mary Louise Curtis 
Branch building was built in Queen Village (416 Queen 
St.) with a rapidly expanding music program that offered 
everything from five cent piano lessons to a full program of 
instruction in all musical instruments taught by professionals.

With thriving programs going into the ‘40s and ‘50s, 
Settlement Music School began moving beyond South 
Philadelphia, opening branches in Germantown and 
Northeast Philadelphia, and later establishing branches in 
Wynnefield and Willow Grove. While the School had been 
offering programs in arts therapy since the 1970s, it was 
in 2014 that Settlement launched their Kardon Center for 
Arts Therapy, bringing music, art, and dance/movement 
therapy services to all of its community branches.

With such a long and deep-rooted history in Philadelphia, 
students at Settlement Music School have always found 
themselves in good company. You may recognize names 
on their alumni list including esteemed bassist Stanley 
Clarke, the legendary Chubby Checker, The Roots’ 
drummer Questlove, and even Albert Einstein, who was a 
member of its Board of Advisors and a regular chamber 
music participant. Not to mention, everyone who attends 

The Settlement School, 416 Queen St. 
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SETTLEMENT MUSIC SCHOOL continued on page 6

  

Featuring Coffee, Chocolates, Gelato & So Much More…... 

903 S. 9th St.  -  Philadelphia - Italian Market    
215-627-2586  - www.I tal ianCoffeeHouse.com  
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Reach 3,000+ homes in Bella Vista
For info/rates: BellaVistaNeighbors.org/Newsletter

Contact Mark Kasten: MKasten1@gmail.com

Your Ad: Here!

Settlement Music School is only one degree of separation 
from Kevin Bacon, who took lessons there as a child.

This year, the 105-year-old Presser Hall, the Mary Louise Curtis 
Branch’s main performance space, has undergone a renovation 
and will re-open on October 22. Along with new windows, 
curtains, and state-of-the-art AV equipment, the Branch’s 
newly formed Community Voices Committee is also unveiling 
plaques to celebrate the neighbors who have helped build 

today’s Settlement School community. The plaques identify 10 
shared values and translate them into 28 languages spoken by 
friends, families, and neighbors within the School community.

“This project has not only been a fantastic opportunity to 
hear from our friends, families, and neighbors about what 
has made Settlement such a valuable part of their lives,” 
says Settlement Music School CEO, Helen Eaton. “But it has 
also shown us what to prioritize moving forward to ensure 
that everyone who enters our building feels welcome.” If you 
have a chance, be sure to visit the Settlement Music School 
to view the plaques. Check out their calendar for a list of 
performances and recitals that are open to the public.

Settlement Music School is an inclusive creative community 
dedicated to providing the highest quality arts education 
for all. Regardless of age, background, ability, or economic 
circumstances, there is a place for everyone at Settlement. 
The School offers 10,000 services in person and online 
every week in music, dance, visual arts, and arts therapy 
at its various branches and dozens of community 
partnerships across the region, and is proud to offer more 
than $2.6 million in financial aid each year to more than 
60% of its student population. Settlementmusic.org
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SETTLEMENT MUSIC SCHOOL, continued from page 5

The Settlement Music School, early 1900s

S&S PROPERTIES
CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF SERVING PROPERTY OWNERS AND TENANTS

AVAILABLE UNITS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE
sspropertyrent.com   |   215-413-0388
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NEBINGER ELEMENTARY, WHERE STUDENTS AND GROWNUPS ALIKE 
LEARN, GROW, AND BUILD COMMUNITY 
By: Silvia Licculli

“I love Nebinger because all of the teachers and the staff are 
very kind and supportive. Ms. Townsend, our principal, is very 
kind to everyone and, whenever there is a new student, she 
gets to know them.” This is how Nina Satlow, a sixth grader at 
George Nebinger Elementary, feels about her school. 

And she’s not the only one to love it. Students, parents, and 
neighbors alike are fond of Nebinger, one of Bella Vista’s 
neighborhood schools. If you know the bad rep of Philly’s 
public schools, Nebinger will change your perspective. 

As one of the district’s largest K-8 schools, Nebinger serves a 
culturally diverse student population of about 450 kids and 
boasts a dedicated and passionate faculty and staff, including 
award-winning specialty teachers and a robust special 
education program.

The school’s parent-teacher association is one of only two 
registered PTAs in the district and is dedicated to building 
community, supporting beloved programs, and providing 
resources to the school to enrich the student's educational and 
social experiences. (To learn more: www.nebingerpta.org)

The fall has been busy so far at Nebinger, with a number of 
fun events organized by the school and the PTA, including 
the traditional Fall Festival, garden cleanups, a movie and 
game night, a successful open house, and uniform swaps. And, 
through a collaboration with Operation Warm, winter coats 
were recently distributed to all students.

With the help of parents and neighbors who live nearby, the 
schoolyard is now open to the community on weekends, so 
every child in the neighborhood can enjoy it. And thanks 
to the tireless efforts of an amazing group of volunteers 
from the Friends of Nebinger (https://www.facebook.com/
FriendsOfNebinger/) community-based group, the Nebinger 
library, which had just started operations before the pandemic, 
reopened its doors and is currently piloting activities with first 
grade students and planning to extend service to the higher 
grades in the new year, to show children the magic of browsing 
books and checking out a favorite story. 

Less celebrated than kindergarten and the lower grades, 
Nebinger middle school is a hidden gem with a strong 
curriculum, an engaged student council, and exciting 
extracurricular activities. 

One of them is Spirit Club, in which students get to practice 
several exuberant disciplines to spread Nebinger pride, 
including cheerleading stunts, chants, and cheers. They also 
create step routines for school-wide competitions and unique 
interpretive dance routines for graduation ceremonies. The 
Spirit Club shows up to boost everyone in the Nebinger 
community—they assist with decorating, coordinating, and 
running school events at every grade level. They can be found 
hyping up all the students at awards ceremonies, too. No 
chance to celebrate and uplift the Nebinger community passes 
them by! The joy of lifting up others is complimented by the 
joy of the sport. Cheerleading has come into its own, being 
recognized as a discipline and sport. “I like cheer because I love 
dancing, and when I get into high school, I can be a dancer or 
cheerleader. I think cheerleading releases me from the stress 
and struggles that I sometimes have. Cheerleading is just the 
best!!” said Aubri Duncan-Johnson.

To learn more about Nebinger Elementary, Nebinger PTA, or 
the various school programs, visit https://nebinger.philasd.
org/ or www.nebingerpta.org. 

Silvia Licculli is Nebinger PTA Secretary.

The Nebinger Spirit Club

HOLIDAY SHOPPING?  

You can make a local impact while shopping on Amazon! 

Before your next online shopping trip, make sure you visit smile.amazon.com. Once logged in to your 
Amazon account, select the Bella Vista Neighbors Assoc Inc from the list of eligible charities. Each 
time you shop, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the eligible purchase to BVNA!
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The friends of Cianfrani Park have worked hard to provide 
something for all park users. Please keep a good thing going by 
being mindful of these designated areas as you enjoy the park—
and by putting toys back in the toy garden.

The average width of a Bella Vista 
home is 16'. Keeping the area in front 
of your home litter free is quick and 
easy to do. So, take a few minutes 
routinely to Clean Your 16!

By Nikil Saval

This past year, my office asked hundreds of 
Pennsylvanians what home and community mean to 
them. These are a few of the responses we received: 

“Heart and soul!”

“Health, safety, and security.” 

“The land and home are super sentimental 
The village is who I am.”

“Everything! Community and safe, 
clean shelter are everything.”

“We are nothing without each other.”

A home that is safe and healthy, that is ours for as long 
as we want to live in it, is one of our most essential 
rights, but right now, here in Philadelphia and in every 
other county in our Commonwealth, hundreds of 
thousands of people are denied this right because they 
don’t have the resources they need to fix their homes or 
adapt them to meet their changing physical needs. 

Pennsylvania has some of the oldest housing stock 
in the nation. One in four voters lives in a home that 
needs a critical repair, while one in three reports that 
their energy bills are unaffordable. And if confronted 
with the need to make a critical repair, nearly half 
indicated they would struggle to afford it.

Across the country, the inability to repair and maintain 
one’s home is a quiet epidemic. But with the creation 
of the statewide Whole-Home Repairs Program this 
past July, my office is working to change this. 

The Whole-Home Repairs Program establishes a one-stop 
shop for home repairs and weatherization while building out 
our local workforce and adding new family-sustaining jobs 

THE WHOLE-HOME REPAIRS 
PROGRAM: A ONE-STOP SHOP 
FOR HEALTHY HOMES

WHOLE HOME REPAIRS continued on page 10
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WHOLE HOME REPAIRS, continued from page 9

in a growing field. This program is the 
first of its kind in the nation, making it 
so that Pennsylvanians can stay warm, 
safe, and dry in homes they can afford. 

The program works by 
doing three things: 

1. It provides up to $50,000 to 
repair, update, and adapt homes 
throughout Pennsylvania, 
for homeowners and small 
landlords who agree to keep 
their units affordable. 

2. It allocates resources for 
support staff to help people 
access the assistance they need 
in the order they need it. 

3. It funds training and pre-
apprenticeship programs and 
provides stipends to trainees 
to build up the local workforce 
needed to meet the demand.

Dozens of stakeholders were involved 
in drafting, editing, and finalizing the 
program logistics. It was signed into 
law with a $125-million investment in 

our budget because of the work of a 
tireless coalition of housing and energy 
advocates, community organizers, 
Pennsylvania residents, and legislators 
committed to taking action on our 
state’s ongoing housing crisis. 

The Whole-Home Repairs Program 
is administered by Pennsylvania’s 
Department of Community and 
Economic Development, which is 
currently at work creating the program 
guidelines for counties to apply for 
funding. The program guidelines 
are expected in early 2023, and 
applications are expected to open to 
homeowners in Spring/Summer 2023.

More information on the Whole-
Home Repairs Program is available 
on my website: www.pasenatorsaval.
com/wholehomerepairs. When you 
sign on as a support of the Whole-
Home Repairs Program, we will add 
you to our email list to make sure 
that you receive updates as soon as 
we have them. And you can always 
call, text, email, or stop by my office 
for help or with any questions: 

Nikil Saval is the Senator for 
Pennsylvania’s First Senatorial 
District and can be reached:
South District Office
1107-09 South 6th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Call: (267) 668-3550
Text: (215) 647-0598
Email: saval@pasenate.com
Hours: Monday through 
Friday, 9am to 5pm

 
Protect your bagels. 

Put lox on them.
 
 
 
 
 
 

824 Christian Street
Hand sliced smoked fish |

brunch boards | Jewish
appetizers | bagels and breads

 
info@biedermansphilly.com

@biedermansphilly
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phillymagicgardens.org

RECEIVE 20% OFF
yearlong memberships with this ad!
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NON-SECTARIAN  |  INDEPENDENT  |  COEDUCATIONAL

Childhood is Cherished
Lifelong Learning is Ignited
Kindness is Cultivated

Inquire About Admissions Today!
Contact Us About Virtual Info Sessions and Personal Tours 
Preschool (Age 3) through Eighth Grade    319 Lombard Street, Philadelphia    215.925.3963    st-peters-school.org

Sign up for our 
weekly eNewsletter

BellaVistaNeighbors.org/News

To find info on  
advertising opportunities in  

the weekly eNewsletter,  visit 
BellaVistaNeighbors.org/News

Do you get Bella Vista news 
delivered to your email inbox? 

No?! 
Well then . . .
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By: Ralph Marano

Over twenty buildings in Bella Vista are listed on 
the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. Here’s 
a brief description of just a few of them. 

Columbus Hall – 744-746 S. 8th Street  The Societa’ di Unione 
e Fratellanza Italiana (The Union and Italian Brotherhood 
Society) started fundraising for this building and named 
it Columbus Hall. For many years, it was home to several 
different associations that helped Italian immigrants adjust 
to life in the city by providing financial aid, social gatherings, 
and fellowship for newcomers. Nominated by Celeste Morello

Church of the Crucifixion – 807-811 Bainbridge St & 620-
624 S. 8th Street  Constructed in 1884, the building was 
a shelter and refuge for some of the city’s poorest black 
residents, who often had to endure dangerous conditions on 
their walk to Church, including physical and verbal threats. 
Nominated by Scott Weldon, BVNA Preservation Committee

Ronaldson’s Cemetery – 700 S. 9th Street  Now the 
site of the Palumbo Recreation Center, this entire 
block was once a cemetery. In 1826 James Ronaldson, 
a prosperous businessman, opened a nonsectarian 
cemetery in what was then Moyamensing Township 
(now Bella Vista). This was unusual since the other city 
cemeteries were all sectarian and available only to their 
church’s congregants. Nominated by Celeste Morello

William Still House – 625 S. Delhi Street  This was the home 
of William and Letitia Still. William Still was a prominent 
abolitionist and “Station Master” who has become known as 
the Father of the Underground Railroad. He kept meticulous 
records of the freedom seekers he protected, at great risk to 
himself. In 1872 he published The Underground Railroad, 
the single most authoritative first-hand account of what 
took place during that tumultuous era in American history. 
Nominated by The Keeping Society of Philadelphia

Frances E. W. Harper House – 1006 Bainbridge Street  
Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, known as “the mother 
of African-American journalism,” lived here. She was 
a writer, poet, novelist, lecturer, and civil rights leader 
who was widely published and traveled throughout 
the states lecturing on abolition, civil rights, and 
reform.Nominated by Kim Chantry, PHC Staff

Christ Presbyterian Church – 1010 S. 10th Street  Built 
in 1907, the church was named First Italian Presbyterian 
Church of Philadelphia. For many years it served 
the spiritual and social needs of the community. It 
contains meeting rooms once used for kindergarten, 
primary school, and industrial education. Nominated 
by Ralph Marano, BVNA Preservation Committee

BELLA VISTA BUILDINGS WE LOVE . . . 

The Philadelphia Hotel Bella Vista

The Philadelphia Hotel Bella Vista, has been proudly serving the families 
and friends of Bella Vista for over 15 years! We’d like to show our 

appreciation and give thanks to our community, for the opportunities you 
have given us to host your reunions and special celebrations! Our hotel is 
adorned in original postindustrial era architecture, stained glass, unique 

antique furnishings, smart TVs and spacious jet spa tubs; which makes us a 
perfect place for wedding parties as well.

Enjoy your home away from home with The Philadelphia Hotel Bella Vista, at 758 S. 10th St.
Email: philabellavista@gmail.com         Phone: (844)-867-7526         Website: philadelphiahotelbellavista.com
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for more info, contact us:

events@thegoodkingtavern.com
(215) 625-3700

or fill out an inquiry form: 
www.lecaveaubar.com

happy hours, birthdays, 
rehearsal parties, graduations!

events of up to 55 guests
custom drink & hors d’oeuvres

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WINE BAR.

NOW BOOKING... 

PRIVATE EVENTS

*

*

614 S. 7th Street
(above The Good King Tavern)
enter via separate door on 7th

*

* *

(TUES-SUN)

THURS-SAT

    5PM-MIDNIGHT

NO REZZIES

TAKE A WALK IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

1. Ronaldson’s Cemetery

2. Engine Company 11, 1016 South St.

3. Tripoli Barber Supply, 606 S. 9th St.

4. Frances Ellen Watkins Harper House

5. William Still House, 625 S. Delhi St.

6. DiGiorgio and Tumolillo, 927-929 S. 8th St.

7. Columbus Hall, 744 s. 8th St.

8. Banca d’Bozzelli, 735-737 S. 7th St.

9. Church of the Crucifixion, 801-811 S. 8th St.

BVNA SELF-GUIDED HISTORIC WALKING TOUR

Are you inspired to walk about Bella Vista to be better acquainted with the neighborhood? Jason Sandman's, "A Walk Around 
Bella Vista" notes the high marks garnered from Niche.com and WalkScore. Ralph Marano's, "Bella Vista Buildings We Love" 
highlights historical assets. The map below locates them for you, so take a walk! While you are out there, find the Palumbo's 
plaque highlighted in David Lukmire's "Palumbo's: Gone But Not Forgotten." Then venture to neighboring Queen Village for a 
glimpse at the "Settlement Music School," featured in Dennis Hallda's article and listen for music coming from within. 
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www.3rdStoryPhilly.com
3rdStoryPhilly@gmail.com

215.350.8362

BVNA EVENT CALENDAR

It has been AMAZING seeing everyone at our recent 
BVNA events! Be sure to follow our event calendar 
to stay up to date on upcoming events! Use the QR 
code on the left with your smart phone or type the 
web address below in a browser on a computer.
https://www.facebook.com/BVNeighbors/events
If you are interested in joining BVNA to support 
the Bella Vista community, please an email to the 
address below.
info@bellavistaneighbors.org.
We look forward to seeing you at upcoming 
neighborhood events!
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GET INVOLVED IN BELLA VISTA PARKS

Find out more about the volunteer groups that help 
upkeep the neighborhood's parks.

1. Cianfrani Park, 8th & Fitzwater St 
Follow @CianfraniPark on   
Also, join the Facebook group 
www.cianfranipark.com 
cianfranipark@gmail.com

2. Palumbo Park, 723 Catharine St 
Follow @PalumboPark on  
www.palumbopark.org 
palumbopark@gmail.com to join

3. Bardascino Park, 10th & Carpenter 
Follow @BardascinoPark on  
bardparkfriends@gmail.com to join 
www.bardascinopark.org

1.

2.

3.

THE PARKS OF BELLA VISTA

ARTWORK IN PALUMBO PARK
CREATED BY DAVINCI ART ALLIANCE MEMBERS FOR PHILADELPHIA OPEN STUDIO TOURS

The 700 Block of Catharine Street might as well be known as Bella Vista Art Block!  

The influences of DaVinci Art Alliance and Fleisher Art Memorial are creative forces as Palumbo Park provides the neighborhood 
with an outdoor gallery, sometimes studio, and everyday gathering space in a beautiful landscape.



16

A Pennsylvania 
Nonprofit Corporation

Bella Vista Neighbors Association (BVNA) is a volunteer organization. None of 
our members receive compensation for their service. Your involvement and 
contributions are essential to our success and the quality of life in our area.

I am interested in helping as (please check all that apply):

□ Newsletter Sponsor $_______________    □ Contributor $_______________

□ Sidewalk/Curb Sweeping Sponsor $______________ □ Anonymous Donor

Enclosed is my check in the total amount of $____________________________
 Please make check payable to BVNA, Inc.

Mail check and this portion to: BVNA, PO Box 63955, Philadelphia, PA 19147

Save postage by donating via Paypal!
Please visit BellaVistaNeighbors.org

YES! I support Bella Vista Neighbors Association, Inc.

BVNA Meetings

@BVNeighbors

BellaVistaNeighbors.org

BVNA BOARD
First Mondays at 7:30 pm
Palumbo Recreation Center, 10th & Fitzwater
Board of Directors’ monthly business meeting. 
All meetings open to the public. 

ZONING
First Tuesdays at 7:00 pm
Palumbo Recreation Center, 10th & Fitzwater
Open meetings for community input on building and 
renovation projects requiring variances of the zoning code.

PSA 1
First Wednesdays at 4:00 pm
Santore Library, 7th & Carpenter
Meeting between police leadership and 
stakeholders in Police Service Area 1 of the 3rd 
District. Review of monthly crime statistics.

Check our website and social media for 
possible schedule changes:

BELLA VISTA SIDEWALK AND CURB 
SWEEPING REPORT

The sweeping program 
is entirely funded by 
neighbors. Here is what 
we have been able to 
accomplish through 
September 2022 with 
your support! 

BVNA is excited about 
the continued success of 
our sweeping program 
in 2022. We are currently 
fundraising to pay for 
bi-monthly sweeping 
through November and 
monthly sweeps in Dec/
Jan/Feb/Mar 2023. This 
program is entirely 
funded by neighborhood 
support! 

Donations

$12,552 RAISED 
from the community

Priceless

$1.82/LB 
value of trash 
collected

Local 
Business 

ACAM

$10,780 PAID 
to local business 
so far this year for 
trash removal

44 gal./
bag

14,650 POUNDS 
of trash collected

586  
bags

Going the 
Distance

64.8 MI. CLEANED 
5.4 mi./sweep

FALL/WINTER 2022

SCAN TO DONATE TODAY!
»»»»»»»»»»»»»»


