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Mission Statement

Rebuilding the shattered lives of surviving family members and co-workers affected 
by a line-of-duty death.

Survivors can seek comfort from C.O.P.S. while awaiting a decision from the following determining agencies: The 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Public Safety Officers’ Benefits (PSOB) Program, National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial Fund (NLEOMF), or Fraternal Order of Police (FOP).

Submission Information
Concerns of Police Survivors welcomes the submission of articles, trial updates, survivor news, and memorials. Please 
know that all submissions will be considered, but may not be published. The inclusion of news articles or court 
documents makes the process much easier for C.O.P.S. When sending photos, please make sure they are high 
resolution (600KB or higher) or the original files.  All submissions can be e-mailed to blake_haynes@nationalcops.org 
with the subject line “Newsletter Submission.”

Information for Our Readers
Throughout C.O.P.S. publications, you will find codes that indicate how a person is related to an officer who has died 
in the line of duty. Here is a key for you:

W=Spouse; AC=Adult Child; C= Child; S=Sibling; M=Mother; F=Father; CW= Co-Worker; SM= Step-Mother; SF= Step-Father; 
SC=Step-Child; GM=Grandmother; GF=Grandfather; GC=Grandchild; FS=Former Spouse; FN=Fiancé; SO=Significant Other; 
F-IL=Father In-Law; M-IL=Mother In-Law; D-IL=Daughter In-Law; SN-IL=Son In-Law; SS-IL=Sister In-Law; B-IL=Brother In-Law; 
U=Uncle; A=Aunt; NC=Niece; NP=Nephew; CS=Cousin; FR=Friend
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From the National PresidentFrom the National President

C.O.P.S. National Office

Hello to my fellow survivors!

This is my first letter addressing the C.O.P.S. mem-
bership so I want to start by introducing myself and 
sharing my story with you. I’m Dave Wallace, a 
retired police detective from Modesto (CA), now living 
in the Chattanooga (TN) area. I am a co-worker and 
sibling survivor. In my nearly 30 years as an officer, I 
lost 10 of my brethren in the line of duty, including my 
brother, Deputy Sheriff Dennis Wallace of the Stanis-
laus County (CA) Sheriff’s Office, when he  was shot 
and killed on November 13, 2016.

I am beyond excited and honored to be your National President. Thank you 
for trusting me to lead this incredible organization that has been a part of 
my healing journey for many years. I have had the honor of serving with 
C.O.P.S. since 2010 at the state, regional, and now national level. When my 
brother was shot and killed, my perspective changed because I now grieved 
as the family members I had always supported as a member of my agency 
and as a surviving co-worker. I have gained an understanding how grief hits 
different for each survivorship.

As an officer, it was my dream to help people and serve my community. 
As a surviving co-worker, it was my mission to support the surviving family 
members of my brothers and sisters in blue, as well as make sure my fellow 
officers were focusing on their own mental health and working through the 
“survivors guilt” so many officers talk about. But, when I lost my sibling, I 
felt it was my responsibility to be there for my sister-in-law, who loved my 
brother unconditionally. I needed to support our mother, who was experi-
encing the harsh reality of a mother losing her child regardless of age. His 
30+ nieces and nephews were devastated. Our family went through the trial 
phase for the man who took Dennis from us, which is a fight far too many 
survivors have to go through. The Wallace family has been through a lot, 
but it’s the love for, and memory of, Dennis that keeps us going. 

Through all of it, I thought I had to remain strong for others. When I went to 
the C.O.P.S. Siblings Weekend, that changed for me. I was able to let my 
guard down and allow others to help me through my own grief, which was 
impacting me more than I thought it was. As a co-worker, my wife Kim and 
I are able to attend the Co-Workers for Couples Weekend where I gain a 
better understanding of what she has felt for decades as a law enforcement 
spouse. My pain was her pain, and these survivor weekends helped me 
realize that.

That’s the special thing about C.O.P.S.; we meet survivors where they are 
and we connect people like me with people like you. My story offers a lot of 
different experiences that I know will help me lead this organization. I look 
forward to meeting you all at some point and listening to your stories. I want 
to know where you are on your grief journey and how I can help you. The 
chances are I’ve felt what you are feeling. 

As we finish out 2025 and look towards 2026, know that your C.O.P.S. 
family is walking alongside you every step of the way. If you need anything, 
contact the C.O.P.S. National Office or reach out to your local chapter. We 
are truly here for you.

Blessings,

Dave Wallace, C.O.P.S. National President 

On The CoverOn The Cover

Segus Jolivette Jr. celebrates catching a 
fish at Kids Camp! He caught this fish off 
the shore during camp with the help of 
officers from the Wisconsin DNR. 
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2025 C.O.P.S. National board election results2025 C.O.P.S. National board election results

Congratulations to the following newly elected members of the 2025-2026 National Board:

Jim Giese was elected to serve as the Central Plains Region Trustee. Jim will cover the 
states of North Dakota, Minnesota, South Dakota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, and 
Missouri. He is the surviving co-worker of Winnebago County (WI) Sheriff’s Office Deputy 
Sheriff Richard Meyer, EOW 11/13/2003.

Patricia Mullen was elected to serve as the Northeast Region Trustee. Patrica will cover the 
states of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, New York, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. She is the surviving spouse of Suffolk County 
(NY) Police Department Detective Stephen J. Mullen, EOW 12/7/2018.

Nancy DeLaittre was elected to serve as the Northwest Region Trustee. Nancy will cover the 
states of Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, and Alaska. She is the surviving 
mother of Montana Highway Patrol Trooper David J. DeLaittre, EOW 12/1/2010.

Robert Ricks was elected to serve as the Southeast Region Trustee. Robert will cover the 
states of of Georgia, Florida, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. He is the surviving 
co-worker of Orange County (FL) Sheriff’s Office Deputy First Class Brandon L. Coates, 
EOW 12/8/2010.

Dave Wallace was elected to serve as the National President. Dave has the responsibility to 
lead the Board through the many discussions and decisions they will make and to 
provide direction to the Executive Director. He is the surviving sibling of Stanislaus County 
(CA) Sheriff’s Deputy Sheriff Dennis Wallace, EOW 11/13/2016.

Dani Story-Stinson was elected to serve as the Western Region Trustee. Dani will cover the 
states of of Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas. She is the surviving spouse of Arlington (TX) 
Police Officer Craig Story, EOW 1/13/2010.

Liz White-Dibb was elected to serve as the South Central Region Trustee. Liz will cover the 
states of of Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, and Tennessee. She is 
the surviving spouse of Roseville (CA) Police Department Officer Mark Andrew White, EOW 
2/10/1995.



 

Concerns of Police Survivors National Board MembersConcerns of Police Survivors National Board Members

National President
Dave Wallace S/16
dave_wallace@nationalcops.org

Immediate Past President
Connie Moyer W/17 
connie_moyer@nationalcops.org

Atlantic Region Trustee
DE, MD, NC, SC, VA, D.C.
Jeff Hancher F/20 
jeff_hancher@nationalcops.org

Central Plains Region Trustee
IA, KS, MO, MN, NE, ND, SD, WI
Jim Giese CW/03
jim_giese@nationalcops.org

Midwest Region Trustee
IL, IN, KY, MI, OH, WV
Andrea Arrington S/02
andrea_arrington@nationalcops.org

Northeast Region Trustee
CT, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT
Patricia Mullen W/18	
patricia_mullen@nationalcops.org

Northwest Region Trustee
AK, ID, MT, OR, WA, WY
Nancy DeLaittre M/10
nancy_delaittre@nationalcops.org

South Central Region Trustee
AL, AR, LA, MS, OK, TN
Liz White-Dibb W/95 	
liz_whitedibb@nationalcops.org

Southeast Region Trustee
FL, GA, Puerto Rico & 
US Virgin Islands
Robert Ricks CW/10 
robert_ricks@nationalcops.org

Southwest Region Trustee
AZ, CA, HI, NV, UT & 
Mariana Islands
Cathy Hobbs W/14
cathy_hobbs@nationalcops.org

Western Region Trustee
CO, NM, TX
Dani Story-Stinson W/10 	
dani_storystinson@nationalcops.org

Executive Director
Non-Voting Board Member
Dianne Bernhard CW/05
dianne_bernhard@nationalcops.org

Executive Director Emeritus
Non-Voting Board Member
Suzie Sawyer
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The upcoming National Board Meeting will be held on January 17-18, 2026 in a location TBD. 

If you have a topic of discussion to submit for the meeting, 
please email Barbie Squires at barbie_squires@nationalcops.org.

Photo taken at the July 2025 National Board meeting held in Camdenton, MO.



As we approach the fall and winter 
season of 2025, I am reminded 
of Immediate Past President 
Connie Moyer’s Candlelight 
Vigil speech, where she 
talked about the changing 
seasons in her grief journey 
and in her life. She did a great 
job capturing the message of 
changes over time, and the hope 
that can emerge from those changes.

In Missouri, home of your C.O.P.S. National Office, 
we experience four distinct seasons, with the weath-
er changing as we pass through each one. I am not 
sure I could pick a favorite season, as each one has 
moments of beauty and joy. As I look out the window 
today, the leaves are beginning to change, the cool air 
brings a feeling of relief, and the smells of fall bring a 
smile to my face.  Regardless of the season we are 
going into, we always have something to look forward 
to. It’s called HOPE.  Hope that the future can bring us 
joy, purpose, and love.  

In August of this 
year, I announced 
an upcoming new 
season for my 
family and me, 
and a new season 
for C.O.P.S. I plan 
to retire from my 
position in De-
cember of 2026, 
and a search has 
begun for a new 
Executive Director 
for C.O.P.S. I plan 
to spend time with 
my husband Joe, 
traveling to where 
he wants to go, and 

spending more time with my children and grand-
daughter. At the end of 2026, I will be approaching 
13 years in this position, and following my career in 
law enforcement, it is time for me to devote my time 
to them. This season in my life is nearly at its end, 

but I have so much hope for the beauty of the 
next season. 

I also have high hopes for the future of C.O.P.S. 
Our organization is healthy and mission-focused. 

Our staff is 
committed and 

talented.  We are 
incredibly blessed 
by them. We are 
financially sound. 
Our Board is 
strong, committed 
to excellence, and 
willing to make 
necessary chang-
es as we continue 
to grow. To say I 
am proud of the 
state of C.O.P.S. today is a vast understatement. I 
love this organization with my whole heart.  After all, 
it is the organization that has provided 20 years of 
support to the family and co-workers of my friend, 
Officer Molly Thomas-Bowden, EOW 02/10/2005.  
Her family has been my reason.
    

The Beginning of a 
New Season for C.     .P.S

written By dianne bernhard, c.o.p.s. executive director
surviving co-worker of Officer Molly Thomas-Bowden, EOW 02/10/2005



When I look back over my years at C.O.P.S., I am 
struck most by the quality of people I have met. The 
strongest and most impactful of those people are you 
— the survivors. I have seen people at their darkest 
times, followed by glimpses of light after attending a 

program. I have seen 
seasoned survivors 
selflessly volunteer-
ing their time to guide 
new survivors towards 
the direction of hope, 
sometimes one day 
at a time. I have seen 
those same new sur-
vivors years later, as 
they have thrived, now 
becoming the ones to 
give back. I have met 
partners who gener-
ously give their time, 
talent, and money 
to ensure C.O.P.S. 

can continue to provide support.  Why? Because they 
believe in the mission. They believe in you! I have wit-
nessed law enforcement officers’ lives transformed for 
the better because of the life-altering training provided 

by this organization.  

I have no doubt the right person will arrive, with new 
ideas, new directions, and improvements.  I have 
informed our Board that I will remain in place until 
a special person is chosen and will work alongside 
them until a smooth transition occurs.  I look for-
ward to one more 
year of seeing you 
at the programs of 
C.O.P.S. and then 
attending to give 
back as a partici-
pant. Thank you for 
the opportunity of a 
lifetime, an opportu-
nity to be just a small 
piece of your jour-
ney. I am at peace 
knowing another 
season in my life 
is ending, and yet 
another is beginning. But beyond all, I find HOPE 
for this new season at C.O.P.S.  

Looking forward to the future,

Dianne Bernhard , C.O.P.S. Executive Director

“The changing of the seasons is not always 
easy, even when we know there is good 

to come. I am committed to helping C.O.P.S. find 
the right person to lead the business of our 

organization going forward.”
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To enable the C.O.P.S. organization to provide peer support close to home, below are 53 C.O.P.S. Chapters that are 
here to help you through the difficult times. These are the Chapter Representatives as of September 15, 2025:

Alabama C.O.P.S.
Lee Ann Thompson, President
alabamacops.leeann@gmail.com
(251) 423-7503
www.alabamacops.org

Alaska C.O.P.S.
Angie Rich, President
arich@mcsak.org
(907) 978-1017
www.alaskacops.org

Arizona C.O.P.S.
Marie Dryer-Kircher, President
marie.dryer@copsarizona.org
(602) 228-0643
www.copsarizona.org

Arkansas C.O.P.S.
Mary Carmikle, President
mcarmikle@gmail.com
(501) 206-8689
www.arkansascops.org

California

Central CAL C.O.P.S.
Renee Watson, President
renee.cencalcops@gmail.com
(209) 505-4219
www.centralcalcops.org

Northern CAL C.O.P.S.
Susan Moody, President
k27forever@norcalcops.org
(707) 372-1604
www.norcalcops.org

Southern CAL C.O.P.S.
Kathleen Poole, President
kpoole.socalcops@gmail.com
(909) 952-3687
www.socalcops.org

Colorado C.O.P.S.
Jennifer Williams, President
jennifer.williams@coloradocops.org
(303) 423-5102
www.coloradocops.org

Connecticut - See New England C.O.P.S

DC C.O.P.S.
Denise LeValley, President
dndlevalley@verizon.net
(703) 499-6190
www.dc-cops.org

Delaware C.O.P.S.
Eleanor Allione, President
troopersmom4cops@yahoo.com
(302) 388-2657
www.decops.org

Florida

Central FL C.O.P.S.
Bria Barry, President
bbritten829@ymail.com
(352) 406-0184
www.centralfloridacops.org

Northeast FL C.O.P.S.
Michael Stolzman, President
mfstolz@sbcglobal.net
(707) 689-3830
www.nefloridacops.org

Northwest FL C.O.P.S.
Harold Shover, President
hshover@waltonso.org
(850) 635-5484

South FL C.O.P.S.
Tanya Barrett, President
sofloridacops@gmail.com
(954) 415-3209
www.soflocops.com

West Central FL C.O.P.S.
Donna Wudyka, President
mighty3497@aol.com
(313) 622-6048
www.westcentralflcops.org

Georgia C.O.P.S.
Pat Newlin-Porter, President
pnewlinporter@gmail.com
(404) 731-4770
www.gacops.org

Idaho C.O.P.S.
Jerry Miller, President
jerry_miller@idahocops.com
(208) 761-4052
www.idahocops.com

Illinois C.O.P.S.
Kim Cessna, President
kcessna@ilcops.org
(217) 304-2681
www.ilcops.org

Indiana C.O.P.S.
Susie Matteson-Thomas, President
hockeymomsuz@msn.com
(260) 615-8888
www.copsindiana.org

Iowa C.O.P.S.
Devon Barrett, President
devon@iowacops.org
(319) 640-0259
www.iowacops.org

Kansas C.O.P.S.
Connie Weber, President
allconn801@gmail.com
(785) 754-8807
www.kscops.org

Kentucky C.O.P.S.
Craig Sutter, President
cmsutter@gmail.com
(270) 392-7768
www.copskentucky.net

Louisiana C.O.P.S.
Holly Gildig, President
president@la-cops.org
(985) 320-6344
www.la-cops.org

Maine - See New England C.O.P.S.

Maryland C.O.P.S.
Lynne Parry, President
presidentmdcops@gmail.com
(410) 371-2732
www.mdcops.org

Massachusetts - See New England 
C.O.P.S.

Michigan C.O.P.S.
Brian Rendon, President
rendonbrian74@gmail.com
(517) 410-7054
www.micops.org

Minnesota C.O.P.S.
Jim Giese, President
giese8973@gmail.com
(651) 955-1361
www.mncops.org

Mississippi C.O.P.S.
Hertensia Mixon Davis, President
presidentmscops@gmail.com
(662) 719-6106

Concerns of Police Survivors Chapters and ContactsConcerns of Police Survivors Chapters and Contacts
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Missouri C.O.P.S.
Wendy Viers, President
wsviers@gmail.com
(816) 645-9242
www.mo-cops.org

Montana C.O.P.S.
Kent O’Donnell, President
kodonnell@yellowstonecountymt.gov
(406) 208-3135
www.montanacops.com

Nebraska C.O.P.S.
Mandee Kampbell, President
mandee.kampbell@cityofomaha.org
(402) 658-8098
www.copsnebraska.com

Nevada

Northern Nevada C.O.P.S.
Jennifer Grant-Blount, President
jgrantblount@yahoo.com
(209) 743-2812
www.northernnvcops.org

Southern Nevada C.O.P.S.
Christa Swanger, President
cmchild76@cox.net
(702) 497-2592
www.snvcops.com

New England C.O.P.S. 
Ben Lavine, President
nepresident@copsne.org
(617) 908-2866
www.copsne.org

New Hampshire - See New England 
C.O.P.S.

New Jersey

Garden State C.O.P.S.
Lisa Preslar, President
lpreslar8@gmail.com
(732) 330-8111
www.gardenstatecops.com

NJSP Survivors of the Triangle C.O.P.S.
Andrea Lomas, President
alomas5853@hotmail.com
(609) 221-8420
www.survivorsofthetriangle.org

New Mexico C.O.P.S.
Noelle Ashoo, President
noelle.nmcops@gmail.com
(505) 688-5934
www.newmexicocops.org

New York

Empire State NY C.O.P.S.
George Hill, President
ghil@co.ulster.ny.us
(845) 372-8929

Metro NY C.O.P.S.
Patricia Mullen, President
patriciamullen5@yahoo.com
(516) 652-8792
www.metronycops.org

North Carolina C.O.P.S.
Kimberly Murray, President
kimberly62murray@gmail.com
(252) 202-6184
www.nccops.net

Ohio C.O.P.S.
David Leo, President
President@ohiocops.org
(330) 984-5843
www.ohiocops.org

Oklahoma C.O.P.S.
James Lowe, President
james.lowe@dps.ok.gov
(405) 824-2537
www.copsok.org

Oregon C.O.P.S.
Bruce Holt, President
bdholt58@yahoo.com
(503) 440-0797
www.oregoncops.org

Pennsylvania C.O.P.S.
Donna Best, President
acso3nomore@gmail.com
(412) 327-3900
www.pacops.org

Rhode Island - See New England 
C.O.P.S.

South Carolina

Carolina C.O.P.S.
Mike Whitfield, President
mike.whitfield84@bellsouth.net
(864) 430-7761
www.carolinacops.org

Tennessee 

Middle and East TN C.O.P.S.
Trish Mundy-Bolinger, President
trishmbolinger@yahoo.com
(615) 364-9094
www.middleandeasttncops.org

West TN C.O.P.S.
Tameko Fields, President
tameko.fields@memphistn.gov
(901) 218-6799
www.westtennesseecops.com

Texas

Greater Houston C.O.P.S.
Lucia Canales, President
lcanales68@gmail.com
(832) 721-3959
www.greaterhoustoncops.org

Metroplex TX C.O.P.S.
Valerie Zamarripa, President
chapterpresident@metroplexcops.org
(682) 331-2401

South Texas C.O.P.S.
Joey Stinson, President
jstinson185@gmail.com
(214) 284-9045
www.southtexascops.com

Vermont - See New England C.O.P.S.

Utah C.O.P.S.
Shante Johnson, President
shante.utahcops@gmail.com
(801) 450-1857
www.utahcops.org

Virginia C.O.P.S.
Betty Walker, President
president@virginiacops.com
(804) 221-3041
www.virginiacops.com

Washington State C.O.P.S.
Leslie Merklin-Barber, President
leslie.barber@washingtonstatecops.org
(253) 228-1607
www.washingtonstatecops.org

Wisconsin C.O.P.S.
Joann Mignon, President
joannmignon@wicops.org
(920) 851-3805
www.wicops.org

Indiana C.O.P.S.
Susie Matteson-Thomas, President
hockeymomsuz@msn.com
(260) 615-8888
www.copsindiana.org

Iowa C.O.P.S.
Devon Barrett, President
devon@iowacops.org
(319) 640-0259
www.iowacops.org

Kansas C.O.P.S.
Connie Weber, President
allconn801@gmail.com
(785) 754-8807
www.kscops.org

Kentucky C.O.P.S.
Craig Sutter, President
cmsutter@gmail.com
(270) 392-7768
www.copskentucky.net

Louisiana C.O.P.S.
Holly Gildig, President
president@la-cops.org
(985) 320-6344
www.la-cops.org

Maine - See New England C.O.P.S.

Maryland C.O.P.S.
Lynne Parry, President
presidentmdcops@gmail.com
(410) 371-2732
www.mdcops.org

Massachusetts - See New England 
C.O.P.S.

Michigan C.O.P.S.
Brian Rendon, President
rendonbrian74@gmail.com
(517) 410-7054
www.micops.org

Minnesota C.O.P.S.
Jim Giese, President
giese8973@gmail.com
(651) 955-1361
www.mncops.org

Mississippi C.O.P.S.
Hertensia Mixon Davis, President
presidentmscops@gmail.com
(662) 719-6106

States without an active chapter:
Hawaii // North Dakota // South Dakota // 

West Virginia // Wyoming

Concerns of Police Survivors Chapters and ContactsConcerns of Police Survivors Chapters and Contacts
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ews of Noteews of NoteNN
Marriages/Engagements

Congratulations to James Haynes who became
engaged to Taylor Landrum on June 21, 2025.

James is the surviving son of South Carolina 
Highway Patrol Lance Corporal James D. Haynes 
II, EOW 2/1/2008.

Congratulations to Lissette Solorio who was 
united in marriage to Carlos Mendez on April 24, 
2025.

Lissette is the surviving sibling of California 
Highway Patrol Officer Andre Moye, EOW 
8/12/2019.

Congratulations to Larret Weaver who proposed
to Mackenzie Saylor on August 13, 2025.

Larret is the surviving sibling of Pennsylvania 
State Trooper Landon Weaver, EOW 12/30/2016.

Congratulations to Molly Stanton who was united 
in marriage to Ben Tennat in Bay Village, OH, on 
June 21, 2025.

Molly is the surviving daughter of Cleveland (OH) 
Police Sergeant Martin Stanton, EOW 9/27/2010.

10
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ews of Noteews of Note

Graduations/Awards

Marriages/Engagements Continued...

Congratulations to Valerie Zamarripa who 
annouced her engagement to Orlando Gonzales 
on July 4, 2025.

Valerie is the surviving mother of Dallas (TX)
Police Officer Patrick Zamarripa, EOW 7/7/2016.

Congratulations to Hannah DeLaittre who became
engaged to her high school sweetheart, Byron 
Hay, on June 22, 2025.

Hannah is the surviving sibling of Montana 
Highway Patrol Trooper David DeLaittre, EOW 
12/1/2010.

Alberto “Beto” Vasquez graduated from Baylor 
(TX) University on December 21, 2024, with a 
Master’s Degree in Business Administration.

Beto is the surviving son of Houston (TX) Police 
Officer Alberto Vasquez, EOW 5/22/2001. Marissa Karpinski received her white coat on 

August 8, 2025 and will be attending medical 
school at Rosalind Franklin (IL) University. 

Marissa is the surviving niece of Latimore 
Township (PA) Police Sergeant Mike Weigand, 
EOW 9/14/2008.

Eli Tome, following in his father’s footsteps, was 
sworn in as an active officer with the Northern 
York County (PA) Regional Police Department on 
June, 23, 2025.

Eli is the surviving son of Northern York 
County (PA) Regional Police Officer David Tome, 
EOW 10/21/2008. 11
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Congratulations to Kyle and Jennifer McCallister 
for the arrival of their son, Colton Lee! Colton was 
welcomed to the family on April 3, 2025. 
 
Kyle is the survivng grandson of Somerset (MA)
Patrolman Roy Stout, EOW 5/15/1972.

Births

C.O.P.S. Sends Condolences to the Families of:

Diane Sheets, 67, died February 19, 2025. Diane was the Wisconsin C.O.P.S. 
Chapter’s first secretary and later became a Chapter Trustee.

Diane was the surviving spouse of Marathon County (WI) - City Public Deputy Sheriff 
Jeffrey Sheets, EOW 5/21/1994. 

Vera Dedman, 85, died Augst 11, 2025. Vera was a fixture and avid supporter of Law 
Enforcement United (LEU) for many years. Members knew Vera as “Mama Vera” for 
her warmth, wisdom, and unwavering love that touched everyone she met.

Vera was the surviving mother of Nashville (TN) Metro Police Officer Christy 
Dedman, EOW 7/19/2004.

Andrew “Andy” Sperr, 95, died July 15, 2025. Andy was a big supporter of C.O.P.S. 
and donated to his daughter, Judith Bennett, COPS Walk fundraisers since 2007. 

Andy was the surviving father of New York State Trooper Andrew J. Sperr, EOW 
3/1/2006.

Clifton “Cliff” Griffis, 95, died on October 2, 2025. Cliff was an active member of 
C.O.P.S. as he was a founding member of the Northeast Florida Chapter and wore 
many hats within the chapter over the years.

Cliff was the surviving father of Bradford County (FL) Deputy Sheriff Hesley “Dell” 
Griffis, EOW 5/13/1992.

12

Sandra Crouch, 83, died on June 19, 2025. Sandra always showed support of 
C.O.P.S. and loved displaying the tags on her car for the Maryland Chapter.

Sandra was the surviving spouse of Maryland Toll Facilities Police Officer Thomas 
Crouch, EOW 10/31/1991.
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Dedications
On September 5, 2025, in the town of Massapequa (NY), the family 
(Tricia - surviving spouse, Patrick and James - surviving sons), 
colleagues, and friends of Suffolk County (NY) Police Detective 
Stephen J. Mullen, EOW 12/7/2018, gathered on the corner of 
Cherry Street to honor and dedicate the street in his name. 

Stephen J. Mullen Way will forever stand as a reminder of his 
service, sacrifice, and love he had for his family and community. 

On August 17, 2025, Paulding County (GA) Sheriff Ashley Henson 
honored Deputy Brandon Cunningham, EOW 8/17/2024, by 
dedicating a portion of Highway 92, now recognized as Peace 
Officers Memorial Highway, (from the Douglas County line to the 
Cobb County line), 
to Deputy Cunning-
ham by naming it 
the Deputy Bran-
don Cunningham 
Memorial Intersec-
tion. Many were 

in attendance, including Brandon’s fiancèe (pictured 
holding the sign in the photo to the left), co-workers, 
and supporters. 

On August 4, 2025, the New York State Police dedicated an overpass on Sagtikos Parkway (Long 
Island) to New York State Police Senior Investigator Thomas O’Neill, EOW 7/6/2005. Family, 

supporters, and co-workers all gathered for the dedication to honor and 
remember their husband, brother, and friend. 

13



Arizona C.O.P.S. held their monthly meeting in July, 
where seven scholarships were proudly awarded to 
eligible Arizona survivors. This marks their largest 
group of recipients since the program’s inception in 
2020. The scholarships, which may be used for 
educational expenses, were awarded to full-time 

students for the Fall 2025 semester. The Arizona 
chapter is proud of their achievements and academic 

goals. The chapter members extend their heartfelt 
congratulations to all the recipients and look forward with excitement to seeing 
what the Spring semester will bring.  

The Arizona chapter is also busy preparing for the upcoming Family Fall Fest in 
September as well as their December holiday party. These special 
gatherings are all about bringing survivors together, building connections, and 
sharing meaningful moments filled with laughter and smiles.

14

Dedications Continued...

On August 16, 2025, Merced and Lupe Corona honored their 
daughter, Davis (CA) Police Officer Natalie Corona, EOW 1/10/2019, 
by holding the grand opening of a community splash pad named 
“Natalie’s Corner.” The pad is located in Davis Central Park and was 
created as a joyful space that invites play, a place to gather, connect, 
and remember in equal measure; a living tribute to Officer Corona, 
placing her at the heart of the community she served. 

Chapter Chatter: What is going on in your area?
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Chapter Chatter Continued...

 Michigan C.O.P.S. hosted/assisted with several events 
during the summer, starting with the Traumas of Law 
Enforcement Training held in Dearborn, MI, on July 
14th - 16th. This event brought together over 120 
law enforcement personnel for this in-depth training.  
 

On July 28th, the Michigan Chapter received 
complimentary tickets to the Detroit Tigers game, which 

took place at Comerica Park. Those in attendance witnessed 
the Tigers come out victorious, beating the Arizona Diamondbacks. A special 
thank you to the Tigers organization for continuing to support the Michigan 
Chapter and all Michigan Survivors.  
 
Lastly, the 2025 Thin Blue Shoreline Ride to Petoskey, MI, took place this 
August. The Thin Blue Shoreline Ride encompasses a 365-mile bicycle 
journey from Stevensville to Petoskey, with riders departing on August 11th, 
and concluding on August 14th. Many bystanders were there to cheer them 
on during their stops along the way!  
 
The Thin Blue Shoreline Ride was established to honor Michigan’s fallen 
officers. Over the years, the ride has raised funds in support of organizations 
such as Michigan C.O.P.S., the Michigan Honor Guard School, the Michigan 
Officers Memorial, and the Michigan War Dog Memorial, each of which 
assists the families of fallen officers.

Garden State C.O.P.S. held their 4th Annual 
Black and Blue Ball on Saturday, August 
9th at the Jumping Brook Country Club 
in New Jersey. Over 180 survivors, law 
enforcement officers, and supporters 
gathered for a night of remembrance and 

unity.  
 

Guest speakers for the event included C.O.P.S. 
Northeast Region Trustee and President of the Metro New York 
C.O.P.S. Chapter, Patricia Mullen, surviving spouse of Suffolk County (NY) Police Department 
Detective Stephen Mullen, EOW 12/7/2018, and Juila Preslar, surviving child of Lakewood (NY) 
Police Officer William “Nichie” Preslar, EOW 5/14/2007.  
 
This year also included the unveiling of the “Wall of Honor” banners which lists and honors the names 
of all New Jersey’s fallen officers.

Julia preslar  speaking
during the event.

Patricia Mullen speaking
during the event.



Maryland C.O.P.S. held their 2nd 
Annual Chapter Picnic on August 24th in 
Frederick County, MD. Over 50 survivors 
attended this year’s picnic as yard games 
were played and a ton of fun was had by all 

in attendance. Togetherness is the 
utlimate goal of the chapter as they 
continue to plan the picnic year after 
year. With that in mind, the location will 
change in hopes to have as many 
survivors in attendance as possible.  
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Alabama C.O.P.S. sent chapter board 
member LeeAnn Thompson and other 
survivors to Washington D.C. for National 
Police Week in May to show support to 
the four families attending to honor and 

remember their officers. 

The Alabama officers honored during National 
Police Week 2025 were as follows: Jefferson County Sheriff’s 
Deputy Jesse Cooper, EOW 11/18/2023; Rogersville Police 
Investigator John McCrary, EOW 2/28/2024; Montgomery County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Jermyius Young; EOW 4/5/2024; and Tuscalooosa 
County Sheriff’s Deputy Timothy Wayne Johns, EOW 10/8/2024. 

Chapter Chatter Continued...

Virginia C.O.P.S. held their 
first trivia night on June 20th at the 
River Mill Park in Occoquan, VA. 

Overall, 37 teams participated and 
all who attended had a great time. 
With the success of the first event, 

the chapter is already looking into hosting another trivia night in 
the future.

West Central Florida C.O.P.S. had some 
summer fun as survivors gathered for the 
Law Enforcement Appreciation Night held 
by the Tampa Bay Rays on July 22nd, 
and followed that wonderful night up with 
a day at Miranda Lagoon on August 2nd 

which saw over 20 survivors in attendance. 
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Minnesota C.O.P.S. celebrated their 20-year anniversary as an active chapter of 
C.O.P.S. on August 9th. This was the 6th consecutive year in which the chapter 
celebrated with a River Boat Trip on the St. Croix River out of Stillwater, MN. 
The chapter invited all Minnesota survivors, along with survivors from the 
Wisconsin Chapter due to many of them living close to the state border. 

Overall, the event saw its best turnout yet with 115 survivor family members and 
co-workers attending. All in attendance had a fun experience. 

Chapter Chatter Continued...

DC C.O.P.S. President Denise LeValley 
and Treasurer Danny Hickson were guest 
speakers at the July meeting of the 
Society of Former Special Agents of the 
FBI. Danny, Metropolitan Police 
Department (MPD), Ret., spoke about the 
origin and mission of C.O.P.S., as well as 
the founding of the DC Chapter in 1998 
by survivors of three MPD officers who 

died in a three-month period. Denise, surviving spouse of FBI Special Agent in Charge David 
LeValley, EOW 5/26/2018, offered her personal experience of C.O.P.S.’ support and the bonds that 
develop among survivors. 

Greater Houston C.O.P.S. Board Members, Lucia Canales - President, Cheryl 
Perez - Trustee, and Maggie Carter - Trustee, attended the third annual clay 

shooting event held by the Bourbon 
Hounds of Houston in April. During the 
event, representatives of the Bourbon 
Hounds of Houston presented a 
generous check donation, which the 
chapter proudly shared with National 
C.O.P.S. 
 
These funds directly support C.O.P.S.’ mission at the local 
chapter level as well as at the national level by helping 

survivors attend healing weekends/camps, and state and national memorials.  
 
Thank you, Bourbon Hounds of Houston, for your generosity, compassion, and continued partnership 
and support of C.O.P.S.’ mission.



2025 C.O.P.S. HOLIDAY ORNAMENT2025 C.O.P.S. HOLIDAY ORNAMENT
This year’s ornament design was submitted by This year’s ornament design was submitted by 
surviving child, Harper Baker, age 9. Harper is surviving child, Harper Baker, age 9. Harper is 
the surviving daughter of Louisiana State Troop-the surviving daughter of Louisiana State Troop-
er George Bowman Baker, EOW 5/24/2020.  Harper er George Bowman Baker, EOW 5/24/2020.  Harper 
says she gained inspiration for this ornament says she gained inspiration for this ornament 
because of what the holidays mean to her:because of what the holidays mean to her:

“I get to spend time with my family, but miss being “I get to spend time with my family, but miss being 
able to see my daddy. But I know he is in Heaven able to see my daddy. But I know he is in Heaven 
with Jesus for his birthday.”with Jesus for his birthday.”

For a donation of $100, your ornament will be For a donation of $100, your ornament will be 
customized and sent to you. You have the option to customized and sent to you. You have the option to 

have the ornament mailed to you have the ornament mailed to you 
before Christmas Day if ordered by before Christmas Day if ordered by 
December 10th. All other orders will hang on the C.O.P.S. December 10th. All other orders will hang on the C.O.P.S. 
Christmas Tree at the National Office and mailed out after the Christmas Tree at the National Office and mailed out after the 
holidays. All proceeds benefit C.O.P.S. Survivor Weekends and holidays. All proceeds benefit C.O.P.S. Survivor Weekends and 
Camps, where support for survivors like Harper is provided free Camps, where support for survivors like Harper is provided free 
of charge. The price they have paid is already too high.of charge. The price they have paid is already too high.

The  St. Augustine (FL) Beach Police Department marked the 50th anniversary 
of their fallen officer, Deputy Marshal Ronald A. Parker, EOW 1/12/1975 with a 
series of commemorative events. The ceremony took place at Officer Ron 
Parker Park in St. Augustine Beach, FL, marking the start of a Memorial 
Weekend that began with a dinner at the FOP Lodge in Jacksonville, hosted by 
the Northeast Florida Chapter of C.O.P.S., and included family and community 
activities. 
 
Attendees included C.O.P.S. Immediate Past President Connie Moyer; Past 
Mayors Lehman Wood and Ron Sanchez; Chief Carswell; former Chief and 
current Sheriff Robert Hardwick; Charles Shinholser, Former Director of 
Northeast Florida C.O.P.S.; surviving spouse Brenda Parker, a board member 
of the Georgia C.O.P.S. Chapter; and other survivors. The First Coast Fife and 
Drum Corp. performed as flags were flown for officers from the St. John’s 
County Sheriff’s Office, City of St. Augustine Police Department, and City of St. 
Augustine Beach Police Department. 

 
The annual service was followed by a fundraising luncheon at Flagler 
College. Proceeds will go toward the Officer Ron Parker Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship. In the days that followed, those in attendance 
shared breakfasts, lunches, and dinners at various venues together. They 
also did some shopping in the oldest city. On Sunday, January 12th, Ron’s 
family and friends joined together for a graveside service. They shared 
their memories of a life well lived in service to the community and our 
Nation.

50th Anniversary - Commemorative Event
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Trooper George Bowman Baker
EOW 5/24/2020



WINTER
SALE 20%

DEC. 1ST - JAN. 9TH
Customize your 
winter OR your L.E.A.D. 
event by ordering 

customized 
COPS Shop 
items with a 
discounted 
rate of 20% 
off!

COPSSHOPCOPSSHOP
Official Merchandise of Concerns of Police Survivors

copsshop.orgcopsshop.org

ALL CUSTOM ITEMS 20% OFF

take the l.e.a.d.take the l.e.a.d.
law enforcement appreciation daylaw enforcement appreciation day

january 9, 2026january 9, 2026
show your support:show your support:

Fly a blue ribbon on your car antenna, mailbox, or anywhere it can be tied onFly a blue ribbon on your car antenna, mailbox, or anywhere it can be tied on

Shine blue lights from your homeShine blue lights from your home

Host a Blue Blood DriveHost a Blue Blood Drive

Wear blue all dayWear blue all day

Send a card or have local schools make cards for the local departmentSend a card or have local schools make cards for the local department

Share your support on social mediaShare your support on social media

Most importantly, if you see a Police Officer, Most importantly, if you see a Police Officer, THANKTHANK a Police Officer a Police Officer

change your profile picture to this imagechange your profile picture to this image

jo in  c .o .p .s .  andjo in  c .o .p .s .  and

Together Let’s Make An ImpactTogether Let’s Make An Impact
for more information: concernsofpolicesurvivors.orgfor more information: concernsofpolicesurvivors.org
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I’m not really sure how it began, but at some point, my 
brother, Rich, and I stopped fighting as kids and became each 
other’s confidants. We grew up in a family with step-parents and 
half-siblings, but one thing was for sure: by the time Rich was 
murdered on January 7, 2006, we were sharing each other’s 
deepest secrets. We had voiced this fact many times in the prior 
18 months, as family tragedy had brought us even closer. Then, 
one year before he died, our mom was diagnosed with breast 
cancer. We spent the year watching her almost die. Since we 
were gutted in 2004 with tragedy, and then again in 2005, with 
mom’s cancer, I was ready for 2006 to be a much better year. 
Nope. My life was shattered the night a known gang 
member decided to stand over my big brother and shoot him 
after he had been knocked down by non-life-threatening injuries. 
 
Twenty years. January 7, 2026, will mark twenty years. For 
twenty years, I have had to navigate the world without Rich; yet 
he continues to teach me lessons and listen to me every day.   

 
For the first seventeen months after Rich’s death, I 

focused on my sister-in-law and my nieces, putting 
myself, my husband, and my kids on the back burner. 

When Rich was honored during National Police Week, I 
was overwhelmed by this group of people who only wanted 

to help, Concerns of Police Survivors (C.O.P.S.). The chapter 
in Northern California was very small and reached out to both my 
mom and my sister-in-law, but not me.  During National Police 
Week in May 2007, a sibling survivor from New Jersey came up 
to my sister and I and made us feel very welcome and told us 
about the Siblings Retreat held each September. We were told 
that we should attend it at least once.  
 
So, I took a leap of faith and attended my first Siblings Retreat in 
September 2007, and I have not missed one since. It was during 
that first retreat that I discovered how truly broken I was. What 
an absolute blessing to be among people who knew exactly what 
I was going through. Over the years, I have moved from seeking 
help and advice to giving it. Each year at Siblings Weekend, I 
reconnect with many siblings who just understand. We pick up 
conversations, laugh, and hug like we never left the year before. 
When I think I no longer need the weekend, I show up “one last 

Navigating the world
for the last twenty years

written By Tami mcmillan, surviving Sibling of 
East Palo Alto (CA) Officer rich may, EOW 1/7/2006

rich smiling for a photo
while he is on duty.
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some details of the officer’s death are included in this story.
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ery time I tell his story and listen to other survivors 
share their officer stories. I have also been honoring 
Rich by being a Traumas of Law Enforcement 
Trainer since 2013, by sharing and educating.  
 
I am completing my eighteenth Siblings’ Weekend in 

time” and realize that there may never be a last time. 
The experience of the weekend each year, with all the 
laughter, tears, and growth, inspires me to be the best 
that I can be. Most importantly, I have learned to be 
thankful for everything I have and not focus on what 
I don’t have. I am finishing this article at the siblings 
weekend in Estes Park, Colorado. I walk around, 
overwhelmed by the warmth of security I feel with this 
group.  
 
I talked to many siblings that first year about how their 
parents were doing, and began to take a closer look at 
my mom. She was barely making it through each day. I 
signed my dad (step) and her up for the parents retreat. 
It was the best thing I could have done. My parents 
began to slowly get a little shine back in their lives. 
The other moms didn’t even need to speak. All they 
had to do was look into each other’s eyes. Once again, 
C.O.P.S. worked magic.  
 
When Rich was killed, I was an assistant principal at a 
high school, and we would call each other for advice on 
dealing with teenagers. I was barely able to complete 
the 2006 school year and never returned to work on a 
high school campus. This is where C.O.P.S. became 
the single most healing tool in my life.
  
In 2009, I became secretary of the Northern California 
Chapter of C.O.P.S., which was the beginning of ten 
years of leadership and learning. Being a leader filled 
the empty part of me that being an educator no longer 
filled. It is what I needed to have a little stability and 

I have learned the following
•	 Stop focusing on what I don’t have and embrace what 

I do have. 
•	 People may manage grief in various ways, and             

differences in approach do not indicate correctness 
or incorrectness. These choices and remarks made 
following trauma are generally attempts to cope 
rather than acts of malice.

•	 Many people, including family members, will tell you 
that you are not grieving correctly. That your officer 
would be disappointed in you. Accept that they say 
those things because it helps them through their 
grief. Only I know what my relationship with Rich was, 
and only I can process my own grief.

•	 I am at peace with recognizing that I don’t agree with 
others, and they don’t have to agree with me.  

purpose. I am in-
credibly grateful for 
the friendships and 
blue family that 
exist to this day 
from NorCal 
C.O.P.S. I went on 
to serve as 
president and 
treasurer until I 
moved to Southern 
California in 2019.  
 
In 2013, I was 
elected to the 
National Board as 

the Southwest Trustee, a position I served in for three 
years. I was appointed National Chapter Liaison in 
2016 and served through the end of 2017. Leadership 
in C.O.P.S. is about listening, honoring, and helping 
others. I have worked with every survivorship and have 
grown to respect grief in all of its forms, even the ones 
I personally have never gone through. I honor Rich ev-

Tami and her daughter mandy 
during national police week 2024.

2025. I can honestly say 
that all of the conversa-
tions and friendships I 
have made across the 
country push me through 
every day. I am not the 
same person I was when 
Rich was killed. 
 
On January 17, 2016, my 
mom died unexpectedly. 
Ten years and ten days 
after Rich was killed. It 
gives me chills to realize 
she is 10-10 with Rich. I 
remember looking out at 
the rows of people at her 
celebration of life and seeing my C.O.P.S. family, 
especially the C.O.P.S. parents who traveled miles 
to honor my mom and help me through a 
heartbreaking loss one more time.  

“I know with profound honesty that I 
would not be able to function today 

without Concerns of Police Survivors.”

Tami and Rich smile 
for a photo
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Monday, May 11                                                   

Early Arrival Day at Reagan National Airport (DCA)
C.O.P.S. provides escorted transportation between 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. to your 
C.O.P.S. hotel. Transportation is provided to those who have both pre-registered with 
C.O.P.S. and will be staying at a C.O.P.S. hotel. 

Tuesday, May 12                                                                                                   

Official Arrival Day at Reagan National Airport (DCA)
C.O.P.S. provides escorted transportation between 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. to your 
C.O.P.S. hotel. Transportation is provided to those who have both pre-registered with 
C.O.P.S. and will be staying at a C.O.P.S. hotel.

Law Enforcement United (LEU) Arrival Ceremony
The Road to Hope bicycle ride concludes after their 250+ mile bicycle rides from five 
different locations or the 1,000 mile Long Ride are ridden in honor of officers who will 
be recognized during the May 15 Memorial Service hosted by the 
Fraternal Order of Police and its Auxiliary. Location details will be listed in the 
Information Booklet you will receive upon check in.

The Police Unity Tour bicycle ride will also be arriving this day at the National 
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Wall.

Wednesday, May 13                                                                                                                                

Candlelight Vigil hosted by the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial Fund 
The NLEOMF will host the Annual Candlelight Vigil on the National Mall at 8:00 p.m. 
to honor the law enforcement officers who have died in the line of duty. 

Thursday, May 14                                                                                                                                     

C.O.P.S. hosts day one of the National Police Survivors’ 
Conference 
Surviving family member sessions and surviving co-worker sessions will both be held 
at the Washington Hilton. Meals included at the conference are a light-fare breakfast 
and a buffet lunch.

C.O.P.S. hosts day one of the Kids/Teens Program 
Surviving children, step-children, and siblings of the fallen officer, grades K-12, can 
attend while their parent/guardian attends the conference. Pre-registration is required.

C.O.P.S. hosts day one of the Daycare Program 
Surviving children, step-children, siblings, nieces, and nephews of the fallen officer, 
ages infant to six, can attend while their parent/guardian attends the conference. 
Pre-registration is required.

C.O.P.S. hosts the Blue Honor Gala
Tickets must be purchased in advance at concernsofpolicesurvivors.org. Details are on 
the next page.

National Police Week 2026 Event Schedule



Friday, May 15                                                                                                                                           

National Peace Officers’ Memorial Service hosted by the Fraternal Order 
of Police and its Auxiliary (FOP)
The FOP will host the Annual National Peace Officers’ Memorial Service on the West 
Front Lawn of the U.S. Capitol to honor officers listed on the 2026 Roll Call of Heroes.

Saturday, May 16                                                                                                                                     

C.O.P.S. hosts day two of the National Police Survivors’ Conference 
Surviving family member sessions and surviving co-worker sessions will both be held 
at the Washington Hilton. Meals included at the conference are a light-fare breakfast 
and a plated lunch.

C.O.P.S. hosts day two of the Kids/Teens Program 
Surviving children, step-children, and siblings of the fallen officer, grades K-12, can 
attend while their parent/guardian attends the conference. Pre-registration is required.

C.O.P.S. hosts day two of the Daycare Program  
Surviving children, step-children, siblings, nieces, and nephews of the fallen officer, 
ages infant to six, can attend while their parent/guardian attends the conference. 
Pre-registration is required.

C.O.P.S. hosts the Blue Family BBQ 
Join us at the Washington Hilton for a fun evening to relax and enjoy activities and 
dinner with other survivors!

Sunday, May 17                                                                                
Official Departure Day 
Details regarding transportation to the airport on this day will be listed in the Information Booklet you will receive 
upon check in.

MAY 14TH AT 6:00 P.M.
WASHINGTON HILTON HOTEL

1919 CONNECTICUT AVENUE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009

$150/TICKET OR $1,400/TABLE OF 10

BLACK/BLUE ATTIRE IS EXPECTED.
UNIFORMS ARE ACCEPTABLE.

C.O.P.S.
Blue Honor Gala

PURCHASE TICKETS BY EMAILING - COPS_DEVELOPMENT@NATIONALCOPS.ORG - BY MAY 1, 2025.



As we rapidly approach the upcoming holiday season, 
many are looking forward to this magical time of year.  
But for others, it may not be as “merry,” especially to 
those working through grief.  For many, the holidays 
can be extremely difficult--emotionally, physically, rela-
tionally, and spiritually and it is normal to feel apprehen-
sive about it, and you are not alone in feeling that way. 
Please understand that there is no “right” or “wrong” way 
to approach the holiday season following the loss of a 
loved one. Grievers may find themselves bracing or feel-
ing overwhelmed, anticipating how to handle gathering 
without the deceased loved one, fearing being saturated 
in grief, or questioning whether it is okay to celebrate 
and feel happy amidst loss.
  
Since love does not end with death, holidays may re-
sult in a renewed sense of personal grief--a feeling of 
loss unlike that experienced in the routine of daily liv-
ing.  People might expect you to enter into the festivities; 
however, all around you, the sounds, sights, and smells 
may trigger memories of the one you love who has died.  
Unfortunately, there is no simple formula or guidelines 
that will take away the hurt you are feeling.  There are, 
however, some suggestions that can help you better 
cope with your grief during this joyful, yet painful, time 
of year.

Set Boundaries with Holiday Events
You can participate and not participate in whatever 
feels right for you. While there may be pressure to 
attend a holiday party, family gathering, or holiday 
show, remember to check in with your wants and 
needs to identify your readiness. 

It may be helpful to commit to something that sounds 
fun while reminding yourself that you don’t have to 
stay the entire time. It is also okay to opt out of cer-
tain things altogether. Finding a balance between en-
gaging and not pushing yourself is important. 

“Remember, you’re grieving because you’ve 
loved, have been loved, and continue to love.”

Tune Into Your Grief Emotions
As mentioned, grief does not take a back seat during 
the holidays and can often be magnified. It’s vital to 
acknowledge your feelings and not avoid them. 

You may experience both negative and positive feel-
ings during the holidays while grieving, and that is 
OK. Be kind to yourself and remember that all feel-

written By Rev. Dr. Chuck Lorrain, D. Min, BCETS, BCC 

Grieving Through 
the Holidays



ings can coexist. For example, I can miss that person 
and enjoy the holiday at the same time.

It may be tempting to numb out and self-medicate with 
drugs or alcohol during the holidays. Anticipating and 
preparing for difficult emotions ahead of time can help 
prevent negative consequences from occurring. 

Plan Ahead to Fill Empty Holiday Roles
Loss often means that specific roles will need to be 
filled. It is important to think ahead (especially with chil-
dren) to consider who will fill those vacated roles (e.g., 
Dad always dressed as Santa or Aunt always cut the 
turkey). Planning ahead can help avoid unnecessary 
moments of grief and make the experiences more fluid 
and enjoyable.

Honor Old Traditions & Honor Memories
It can be helpful to continue with old traditions that ex-
isted in order to honor and celebrate the individuals 
who are no longer here. This is a useful way to keep 
their memory present. 

Create New Traditions
Creating new traditions can be a healing experience 
for individuals grieving. Making 
new memories does not erase 
old memories. Remember, your 
loved one will want you to enjoy 
the holidays. Acknowledge, val-
idate, and then challenge any 
feelings of guilt that may arise 
in the process.
 
Identify Grief Coping Skills
Prior to the holiday season beginning, consider cre-
ating a list of go-to coping skills to use, whether you 
are at home or at a social function. It will be handy 
when the grief hits you unexpectedly. Some examples 
of coping skills are deep breathing, taking a walk, jour-
naling, listening to music, practicing yoga, and saying 
positive affirmations. 

Volunteer/Do Something Charitable 
Helping others helps alleviate your sadness while 
bringing joy into someone else’s life who needs it. This 
is always a good idea.

Express your faith
During the holidays, you may find a renewed sense of 

faith or discover a new set of beliefs.  Associate with 
people who understand and respect your need to talk 
about these beliefs.  If your faith is essential, you may 
want to attend a holiday service or special religious 
ceremony.  As you approach the holidays, remember: 
grief is both a necessity and a privilege. It comes as a 
result of giving and receiving love.  Don’t let anyone 
take your grief away.  Love yourself.  Be patient with 
yourself.  And allow yourself to be surrounded by lov-
ing, caring people.

Ask For Help When Struggling with Grief
It is essential to seek support from friends, family, co-
workers, and professionals if needed. Whether you 
have lost someone close to you or not, the holidays 
can bring up many complicated feelings. It’s complete-
ly normal and can be helpful to seek services from a 
therapist, counselor, clergy member, or psychologist.

Remember, you’re grieving because you’ve loved, 
have been loved, and continue to love. An essential 
part of your healing this holiday season may be to em-
brace the love and memories you’ve shared with your 
loved ones. Sharing stories among family and friends, 
making favorite foods, looking at photographs of hap-
py memories, or other activities may help you find con-
nection. Memories are one of the best legacies that 
exist after the death of someone loved.  

Grieving Through 
the Holidays

Some Do’s and Dont’s
•	 Do be gentle with yourself and protect yourself.
•	 Don’t do more than you want, and don’t do anything 

that does not serve your soul and your loss.
•	 Do allow time for the feelings.
•	 Don’t keep feelings bottled up. If you have 500 tears 

to cry, don’t stop at 250.
•	 Do allow others to help. We all need help at certain 

times in our lives.
•	 Don’t ask if you can help or should help a friend in 

grief. Just help. Find ways; invite them to group events 
or just out for coffee.

•	 Do, in grief, pay extra attention to the children.        
Children are too often the forgotten grievers.



Kids Camp

Young Adults Camp

Enjoy these photos from the Survivor Weekends/Camps that have been held so far!Photo RecapPhoto Recap
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Enjoy these photos from the Survivor Weekends/Camps that have been held so far! Outward Bound® Adventure

Fiancés & Significant Others Weekend

Photos from the remaining Fall Weekends and Camps will be featured in the next issue.
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Siblings Weekend

Spouses Weekend

Photos from the remaining Fall Weekends and Camps will be featured in the next issue.
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Co-Workers Weekend

31

2026 C.o.p.s. weekends & camps Dates and Locations:2026 C.o.p.s. weekends & camps Dates and Locations:
Spouses for Couples Weekend 

March 27-30
YMCA Trout Lodge - Potosi, MO 

Co-Workers for Couples Weekend 
April 10-13

Epworth By The Sea - St. Simons Island, GA 

Suicide Survivors Summer Weekend 
June 12-15

YMCA Trout Lodge - Potosi, MO

Adult Children’s Weekend 
June 19-22

YMCA Trout Lodge - Potosi, MO 

Kids Camp
July 13-18

Salvation Army Wonderland Camp - 
Salem, WI 

Young Adults Camp 
July 27-31

Epworth By The Sea - St. Simons Island, GA 

Fiancés & Significant 
Others Weekend 

August 14-17
YMCA Trout Lodge - Potosi, MO 

Siblings Weekend
September 11-14

YMCA of the Rockies - Estes Park, CO

Spouses Weekend 
September 18-21

YMCA of the Rockies - Estes Park, CO

Co-Workers Weekend * 
October 2-5

YMCA of the Rockies - Estes Park, CO 

Extended Family Weekend 
October 9-12

YMCA Trout Lodge - Potosi, MO

Suicide Survivors Fall Weekend 
October 16-19

YMCA Trout Lodge - Potosi, MO

Parents Weekend 
October 23-26

C.A. Vines Arkansas 4-H Center - 
Little Rock, AR

New Location *

Registration will open in early 2026!
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After losing my husband Kejuane to COVID, my family 
and I were left with an emptiness that felt impossible to 
heal. The grief was heavy, and life as we once knew it 
seemed broken in ways we couldn’t fully understand. 
The loss not only took away someone we cherished, 
but also left us feeling isolated, unsure of how to move 
forward, and searching for a place where our pain 
could be understood. That place came through the 
Concerns of Police Survivors (C.O.P.S.). 

From the very first time we attended a C.O.P.S. 
event, my family and I felt an overwhelming sense 
of belonging. We were surrounded by people who 
truly understood our experience—families who had 
also lost someone in the line of duty. It was one of 
the first times we didn’t have to explain our grief, 
because everyone around us carried their own 

Survivor spotlight
written By chelsea bates, surviving Spouse of Officer kejuane bates, EOW 4/1/2020

“The C.O.P.S. Weekends and Camps have truly 
been a lifeline, helping us rebuild our lives 
and teaching us that while Kejuane may no 

longer be here physically, his legacy of 
service and love continues to guide us every 

single day.”

version of it. 
This commu-
nity made it 
possible for us 
to begin facing 
the reality of 
our loss without 
feeling judged 
or alone. 
 
One of the 
greatest areas 
of growth for 
us has been 
learning how 

kejuane and madison bates take a 
break from lunch to smile for a photo. 



the significant impact 
they have on fam-
ilies like ours. This 
immense support 
network affirms that 
our journey towards 
healing is shared by 
many others who 
have walked similar 
paths. 
 
Most importantly, the 
C.O.P.S. programs 
have given us hope. 
They have reminded 

to honor Kejuane’s memory while also continuing to 
live with purpose. Through C.O.P.S. weekends and 
camps, we’ve gained tools and resources to process 
grief in healthy ways. My daughter Madison has had 
the chance to meet peers who share her same story, 
which has given her a voice and the confidence to 
express feelings she once kept bottled up. Watching 
her laugh, share memories, and even cry with kids 
who understand has been one of the most healing 
experiences for me as a parent. 
 
As a family, we’ve also learned that grief doesn’t 
mean the end of joy. C.O.P.S. has helped us recog-
nize it is okay to laugh again, to dream again, and to 
find happiness while still keeping Kejuane’s memory 
alive. These weekends and camps have shown us 
how to balance remembrance with growth. We’ve 
developed rituals, built friendships, and embraced 
coping skills that continue to carry us forward. In fact, 
C.O.P.S. supports over 87,000 survivors, highlighting 

us that even in the 
darkest of circumstances, healing is possible. The 
growth we have experienced as a family is not about 
“moving on” but about moving forward—together—
with strength, resilience, and the support of a 
community that will always understand. 
 
Today, we are not the same broken family we were 
in the earliest days of our loss. We still grieve, and 
always will, but we do so with more courage, com-
passion, and connection than before. The C.O.P.S. 
weekends and camps have truly been a lifeline, 
helping us rebuild our lives and teaching us that while 
Kejuane may no longer be here physically, his legacy 
of service and love continues to guide us every single 
day.

Officer bates reading to a class
during a shift. 

chelsea and madison bates smiling for 
a photo at c.o.p.s. kids camp 2025.

C.O.P.S. Kids Counseling programC.O.P.S. Kids Counseling program

* Assists with out-of-pocket counseling costs.* Assists with out-of-pocket counseling costs.
* Eligible to any dependent child of a law * Eligible to any dependent child of a law 
enforcement officer who has died in the enforcement officer who has died in the 

line-of-duty since may 14, 1984. line-of-duty since may 14, 1984. 
(according to federal government criteria)(according to federal government criteria)

* All information is confidential.* All information is confidential.





TRAUMAS OF LAW ENFORCMENT

Miami, FL
Biloxi, MS

Minneapolis, MN

Fresno, CA
Spokane, WA

Charleston, SC

Louisville, KY
El Paso, TX
Newark, NJ

DATES COMING SOON

2026 TRAINING LOCATIONS

“The best training I have taken in my entire 
law enforcement career”- Previous Year Training Attendee

2026
C . O . P . S .  P R E S E N T S  T H E

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON LAW 
ENFORCEMENT WELLNESS & TRAUMA

TOP PRESENTERS EXHIBITORS NETWORKING

NOVEMBER 5 - 8, 2026
SHERATON SAN DIEGO RESORT
SAN DIEGO, CA

#COPSWELLNESSCONFERENCE#COPSWELLNESSCONFERENCE

PICTURED: INSTRUCTOR Z



Streamlight’s values align closely with the 
C.O.P.S.’s mission to rebuild shattered lives through 
compassion, connection, and community. For 
Streamlight, giving back isn’t just a corporate 
initiative; it’s a personal commitment. Many 
employees have close ties to law enforcement, 
whether they are former law enforcement 
officers themselves or have friends and family in the 
field. The emotional impact of this work resonates 
throughout the organization. Supporting C.O.P.S. is 

WHY WE GIVE
STREAMLIGHT’S ENDURING SUPPORT FOR C.O.P.S.

When every second counts, the light you carry can also 
carry a legacy. Streamlight designs and manufactures 
a wide array of flashlights and lighting tools built to per-
form in the toughest conditions. Heroes trust Stream-
light, and that is why Streamlight is deeply committed 
to supporting the markets and communities it serves 
beyond its products, as shown through the longstand-
ing partnerships with Concerns of Police Survivors 
(C.O.P.S.) and its “Lights for a Cause” product series. 
This collaboration between Streamlight and C.O.P.S. 
supports the mission to honor the legacy of fallen first 
responders and uplift their immediate community, co-
workers, and families.

Streamlight’s initial involvement dates back 26 years, 
to a National Sheriffs’ Association Show where now-re-
tired Streamlight President Brad Penney met Suzie 
Sawyer, the former Executive Director of C.O.P.S. This 
chance encounter revealed a shared commitment to 
service, resilience, and support – values that both orga-
nizations hold at their core. Shortly thereafter, Stream-
light began a meaningful journey with C.O.P.S., helping 
to provide resources, visibility, and comfort to the tens 
of thousands of survivors who carry the legacy of fallen 
officers.
 
Streamlight’s partnership with C.O.P.S. is more than a 
sponsorship—it’s a shared mission born from a deep 
recognition of the practical day-to-day needs and emo-
tional needs faced by families and colleagues after a 
line-of-duty death. 

Clayton French, Streamlight Special 
Projects Manager, reflects, “Streamlight 

really started out and grew up on law 
enforcement, and being able to pay back to 

that community in a sense is really 
rewarding.”

Clayton French celebrates with C.O.P.S. National
 president, dave wallace, and staff at cops walk to the

wall in october  2025. clayton completed his 700th 
cops walk mile during the event.

a natural exten-
sion of Stream-
light’s belief in 
standing with 
the community 
that relies on 
its products 
every day. It’s 
a reflection of 
a corporate 
culture built 
on empathy, 
responsibility, 
and a pro-
found respect 
for those who 
serve.

Streamlight’s support for C.O.P.S. goes beyond 
words—it’s backed by meaningful financial and 

Streamlight presented a check to c.o.p.s. during 
national police week this year for $142,400.
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mission. That’s what 
I love about our relationship, it’s not just a spon-
sorship, it’s something that we do together, and I’ll 
always appreciate that.” This deep-rooted connec-
tion continues to inspire Streamlight’s commitment 
to supporting survivors and honoring the legacy of 
fallen officers.

deep and ongoing 
commitment to hon-
oring fallen officers 
and supporting the 
families they leave 
behind. As Stream-
light President Mike 
Dineen notes, “I’ve 
always been so 
impressed at the 
connection 
between C.O.P.S. 
and Streamlight; 
there are a lot of 
people here that re-
ally participate in the 

As a Guardian Sponsor,Streamlight is 
honored to support C.O.P.S. in its 
mission to help rebuild the lives of 
those left behind. As C.O.P.S. works to 
bring hope and healing to the 
survivors, we pay tribute to all the 
officers and their loved ones.

©Streamlight, Inc.  2025  |  streamlight.com

C.O.P.S.
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT

THANK YOU STREAMLIGHT!

product-based contributions. In 2025, Streamlight 
proudly stepped up as a Guardian Sponsor, donating 
$142,400 to help fund vital survivor programs. 
Streamlight continues to contribute through its 
product sales, donating $1 from every C.O.P.S. Blue 

A group photo taken at extended family retreat in 2015 
to thank streamlight for supporting the retreat.

this photo was taken at cOPS walk harpers 
ferry 2011; streamlight was the lead sponsor.

35

Nano Light® II and $3 from each C.O.P.S. Blue 
Wedge® XT. These tangible efforts ensure that every 
light sold helps illuminate the path toward healing and 
hope for survivors across the nation.

The enduring collaboration with C.O.P.S. reflects a 



Natalee Afolayan
The University of Texas at Austin
Daughter of Nathaniel Afolayan, EOW 5/1/2009

Colter Baron
Grand Canyon University
Son of Robert Baron, EOW 12/6/2013

Taylor Born
Heidelberg University
Daughter of Dominic Francis, EOW 3/31/2022

Ramon Caban
University of Central Florida
Son of Ramon Caban, EOW 10/18/2021

Heather Canavan
Hofstra University
Daughter of Kevin Canavan, EOW 6/30/2024

Connor Coleman
Arizona Christian University
Son of William Coleman, EOW 1/8/2012

Alyssa Davis
Kennesaw State University
Daughter of Daniel Davis, EOW 11/10/2013

Kaitlin Denner
University of Hawaii, Manoa
Daughter of Kevin Denner, EOW 5/6/2013

Jalil Dukes
Xavier College of Pharmacy
Son of Thelonious Dukes, EOW 11/9/2007

Bryce Dye
Bryan College
Son of Christopher Dye, EOW 11/4/2020

Jazmyn-Teana Enriquez
Hawaii Pacific University
Daughter of Tiffany-Victoria Enriquez, EOW 1/19/2020

Jacob Favela
Chapman University
Son of Steve Favela, EOW 11/26/2006

Samantha Francom
Grand Valley State University
Daughter of Jared Francom, EOW 1/5/2012

Grace Gaunt
University of Utah
Daughter of Brian Gaunt, EOW 10/24/2021

Jake Gaunt
Arizona State University
Son of Brian Gaunt, EOW 10/24/2021

Nicole Gilner
University of Alabama at Birmingham
Daughter of Stephen Gilner, EOW 7/24/1999

Whitney Grant
Meridian University
Daughter of David Grant, EOW 5/31/2004

Lindsey Hamilton
Idaho State University
Daughter of Rick Cromwell, EOW 12/9/1998

Jennifer Hernandez-Reyes
Universidad Ana G. Mendez
Spouse of Jorge Sanchez-Santiago, EOW 8/15/2009

Adelina Herrera
Bellevue University
Daughter of L. Herrera, EOW 9/7/2020

Walter Jenkins
The University of Tampa
Son of Walter Jenkins, EOW 5/11/2022

Carson Jobe
University of Central Oklahoma
Son of Jerry Jobe, EOW 9/11/2010

Adrian Junco-Seals
Northeastern University
Son of Joseph Seals, EOW 12/10/2019

Joshua Katherman
Simpson University
Son of Michael Katherman , EOW 6/14/2016

Kaitlyn Kennedy
Abilene Christian University
Daughter of Korby Kennedy, EOW 6/25/2015

Tyler Kilpatrick
Adelphi University
Son of John Kilpatrick, EOW 4/16/2024

Michael Kunovich
John Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies
Son of Michael Kunovich, EOW 5/19/2023

Julian LaRosa
University of Florida
Son of Julio LaRosa, EOW 1/3/2012

Kendall Lee
Rhode Island School of Design
Daughter of Nicholas Lee, EOW 3/7/2014

Ethan Lee
University of Alabama
Son of Scott Lunger, EOW 7/22/2015

Mikhail Lee
Dine College
Daughter of Michael Lee, EOW 6/18/2020

Emily Lewis
Syracuse University
Daughter of Andrew Lewis, EOW 3/5/2017

Ashton Lykins
Chattanooga State Technical Community College
Son of Christopher Dye, EOW 11/4/2020

C.O.P.S. ScholarshipsC.O.P.S. Scholarships
C.O.P.S. Granted $127,671.28 in Scholarships for the 2025 Fall 
Semester.

Several benefactors help C.O.P.S. provide these scholarships. 
The scholarship fund has provided over $2.8 million in scholarships 
to survivors since 1993.

Recipients of the 2025 C.O.P.S. Fall scholarship are:
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Deadline dates for scholarship applications are as follows:

Summer Semester - April 1 // Fall Semester - June 1 // Winter/Spring Semesters - October 1

C.O.P.S. scholarships are awarded to surviving children and spouses of law enforcement officers 
who have died in the line of duty, who are enrolled in under-graduate and post-graduate studies at an 
accredited college or university, or an accredited trade/vocational school.  An independent 
Scholarship Committee determines recipients. 

Scholarships are not awarded to survivors who are entitled to a tuition-free education as a state death benefit. 
APPLY ONLINE at concernsofpolicesurvivors.org

Roselyn Martin
Kennesaw State University
Daughter of Clinton Martin, EOW 7/3/2021

Erin McCrystal
East Tennessee State University
Daughter of James McCrystal, EOW 7/14/2015

Trevor McDonnell
University of Tennessee
Son of Christopher McDonnell, EOW 5/6/2020

Joseph McNair
North Georgia Technical College
Son of Brian McNair, EOW 7/20/2020

Kinsley Mitchell
College of Coastal Georgia
Daughter of Jamie Reynolds, EOW 7/31/2022

Tyler Mosher
University of Kansas
Daughter of Michael Mosher, EOW 5/3/2020

Jenefer Nelson
Oklahoma State University
Spouse of Christopher Nelson, EOW 7/19/2022

Brandon One Feather
Michigan State University
Son of Kelmar One Feather, EOW 7/1/2000

Sole Pabon-Velez
University of Puerto Rico in Rio Piedras
Daughter of Edwin Pabon-Robles, EOW 9/23/2016

Morgan Pollitz
University of Wisconsin-RiverFalls
Daughter of Michael Pollitz, EOW 11/30/2011

Diego Rodriguez-Vazquez
University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras Campus
Son of Felix Rodriguez-Gomez, EOW 3/23/2010

Emily Russell
Southeastern Louisiana University
Daughter of Christopher Russell, EOW 8/4/2002

Ariana Salim-Johnson
UCF College of Medicine
Daughter of Joseph Johnson, EOW 5/30/2019

Collin Schneider
Grand Canyon University
Son of Shawn Schneider, EOW 12/30/2011

Eric Schroeder
St. Vincent College
Son of Jonathan Schroeder, EOW 8/31/2006

Jordan Silvera
St. Johns University
Son of Shawn Silvera, EOW 9/6/2005

Ethan Slifko
Hamline University
Son of Cory Slifko, EOW 11/5/2019

Maya Slifko
University of St. Thomas
Daughter of Cory Slifko, EOW 11/5/2019

William Smiley
Morehouse College
Son of Shawn Smiley, EOW 11/3/2012

Zander Smith
University of New Haven
Son of James Smith, EOW 4/9/2021

Kaylin Snook
Cornerstone University
Daughter of Patrick Snook, EOW 12/27/2020

Zachary Snow
Northeast State Community College
Son of W.Kevin Snow, EOW 12/19/2012

Alyssa Steinfeldt
The University of Houston
Daughter of Harry Steinfeldt, EOW 10/6/2002

Monica Surian
Providence College
Daughter of Steven Surian, EOW 2/18/2024

Joslyn Tome
Messiah University
Daughter of David Tome, EOW 10/21/2008

Margaret Vera
Long Island University
Daughter of Nemesio Vera, EOW 12/3/2020

Emalie Wall
Amberton University
Daughter of Ronnie Lerma, EOW 9/21/1998

Brigitte Wendel
Oklahoma State University
Daughter of Douglas Wendel, EOW 7/30/2003

Kendall Wise
Wyoming College of Law
Daughter of Michael Wise, EOW 6/5/2004

Robert Zane
Sacred Heart University
Son of Robert Zane, EOW 5/12/2009
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General Donors and Chapter Donations - General Donors and Chapter Donations - 6/2/2024 - 10/1/20246/2/2024 - 10/1/2024

Thank you to our generous donors who contributed $250 or higher between June 2, 2025 and October 1, 2025. Your continuous support is greatly appreciated!

General Donors and Chapter Donations - General Donors and Chapter Donations - 6/2/2025 - 10/1/20256/2/2025 - 10/1/2025

Point 27 / Shields of Strength*			        $445,898.00 
Law Enforcement United			        $440,000.00 
Motorola Solutions Foundation			        $160,000.00 
JUSTIS						          $150,000.00 
WCK 1974 Trust				         $100,000.00 
FBI NAA Charitable Foundation - Session #294	        $38,940.00 
ICMA Retirement Corporation			          $36,502.00 
Missionsquare Memorial Scholarship Foundation       $36,502.00 
Illinois C.O.P.S.					           $22,694.58 
Bourbon Hounds of Houston			          $21,195.00 
Mission BBQ*					            $20,785.97 
Thomas Lundquist				           $20,000.00 
ODMP: The Officer Down Memorial Page, Inc.	        $20,000.00 
Southeast Police Motorcycle Rodeo		         $19,000.00 
Dave VanBoxtaele*				           $17,500.00 
Mantra Band, LLC*				           $15,010.00 
Arizona C.O.P.S.				           $14,842.80 
Christopher M. Wouters Family Foundation	        $12,000.00 
Pennsylvania C.O.P.S.				           $10,392.65 
New York Fraternal Order of Police Surgeons and Associates	
						             $10,000.00 
Schmitt Charitable Donation Account		         $10,000.00 
Central Florida C.O.P.S.				            $8,911.77 
Northeast Florida C.O.P.S.			            $7,691.28 
Justice Federal Credit Union			            $7,430.00 
Middle and East Tennessee C.O.P.S.		           $7,425.20 
Born Primitive					              $7,268.93 
Shootout for Soldiers (FBI vs. USSS Lacrosse Game) $5,525.00 
CT Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Run	          $5,275.00 
Kansas C.O.P.S.			       	          $5,265.51 
Joyce Cowgur					              $5,000.00 
Jewish Community Foundation San Diego	          $5,000.00 
South Florida C.O.P.S.				             $5,000.00 
Montana C.O.P.S.				             $3,803.53 
Louisiana C.O.P.S.				             $3,700.00 
Jonalyn Sudario					             $3,551.50 
Northern California C.O.P.S.			            $3,445.70 
Angela Hogan					              $3,133.80 
Cynthia Bird					              $3,000.00 
Arkansas C.O.P.S.				             $2,760.80 
Central California C.O.P.S.			            $2,525.91 
Bureau Lacrosse				             $2,400.00 
Iowa C.O.P.S.					              $2,387.88 
Sam Milner					              $2,010.00 
American Legion Tidewater Post 327		           $2,000.00 
Columbia Southern University			            $2,000.00 
Fred Krimm					              $2,000.00 
Andrew and Jean Sperr				            $2,000.00 
The Starry Night Fund				             $2,000.00 
Harbor of Grace Enhanced Recovery Center, LLC       $1,992.21 
Ralph Norton					              $1,600.00 
LO Profile Magazine*				             $1,550.00 
Idaho C.O.P.S.					              $1,413.99 
Aaron Hickman					             $1,300.00 
Brenda Bateman				             $1,251.50 
Kathryn Perry					              $1,250.00 
Carolina C.O.P.S.				             $1,200.00 
DripDrop*					              $1,155.00 
First Responder Whiskey Society		           $1,075.00 

Wesley Van Dyk				         $1,072.13 
Elizabeth Carter					         $1,060.75 
SymbolArts*				             	      $1,060.00 
Mile High Shooting Accessories			       $1,010.00 
Bakersfield Police Officers Association		       $1,000.00 
Jack Cantrell					          $1,000.00 
Edward Jones Investments			        $1,000.00 
Empire Finish Systems, LLC			        $1,000.00 
Lake Ozark Daybreak Rotary			        $1,000.00 
LPL Financial					          $1,000.00 
Manasquan Turkey Run Inc.			        $1,000.00 
New Jersey State Police Survivors of the Triangle C.O.P.S.	
						           $1,000.00 
NoDak Foundation				         $1,000.00 
Northwest Florida C.O.P.S.			        $1,000.00 
Osage Beach Rehabilitation and Health Care	      $1,000.00 
James and Patricia Ostrosky		        	      $1,000.00 
Project Peacekeeper LLC			        $1,000.00 
Linda Soubirous				         $1,000.00 
State Troopers Fraternal Association of NJ - STFA Foundation	
					        	      $1,000.00 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 1326			        $1,000.00 
Wake Effects by Big Thunder			           $978.99 
North Carolina C.O.P.S.				           $912.41 
St Tammany Deputy Sheriff Association		          $866.00 
Give Lively Foundation Inc.			           $820.16 
Amy Holcomb					             $800.00 
Camden on the Lake*				            $698.00 
Lake Printing Co., Inc.*				            $690.00 
Mary Dyk					             $636.88 
Tyler Brown					             $600.00 
Michelle Carroll					            $536.22 
Carl Simpson					             $530.53 
Tim Whitaker					             $530.53 
Emily Eason					             $515.00 
Patrick J Dempsey				            $510.00 
Amit Kapoor					             $510.00 
Raven Morris				             	         $510.00 
Utah Airguns/ Element Optics			           $510.00 
Alpha Safety Solutions, LLC			           $500.00 
Thallas Amie					             $500.00 
Janice Bodtmann				            $500.00 
Kristi Creps					             $500.00 
Gainesville Hall County Fraternal Order of Police Foundation	
						              $500.00 
CJ Krenzer					             $500.00 
Old Kinderhook Golf Resort*			           $500.00 
William Portz					             $500.00 
Ken Reeder					             $500.00 
Susan Schlange				            $500.00 
Nathan Smith					             $500.00 
State Troopers NCO Association of NJ, Inc.	         $500.00 
State Troopers Superior Officers Association	         $500.00 
Kerk and Jackie Van Konynenburg		          $500.00 
Timothy Kerstetter				            $489.25 
Jan (Blaser) Upchurch				            $451.30 
Kroll International, LLC				            $438.00 
Oklahoma C.O.P.S.				            $418.26 
HR 141 Security, Tactical & K9 Solutions, LLC	         $416.00 
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Brent Rogan					                 $412.00 
Arthur Rubio					                 $412.00 
D. Alexis Secka					                $412.00 
Bob Woodall					                 $412.00 
John and Jeanne Roper				               $409.20 
John Cleland					                 $400.00 
Margaret Engelhard				                $400.00 
Benjamin Hoffman				                $400.00 
Larry D Johnson DC LLC			               $400.00 
Robert Rohrer					                 $400.00 
Sean Mitchell					                 $390.00 
Carol Lane					                 $388.30 
Washington State C.O.P.S.			               $381.29 
Cheryl Jordan					                 $375.53 
John Womack					                 $360.50 
Heidi Meyer					                 $355.25 
Mindy Schwartz					                $350.00 
Denis O’Sullivan				                $349.00 
Baked On Brandywine LLC			               $339.90 
Missouri Eagle*					                $322.50 
Al Rollins					                 $318.74 
Kim Lawrence					                 $318.44 
Judith Secor					                 $318.44 
John Sierega					                 $318.44 
Karen Sperr					                 $318.44 
The Oaks Golf at Margaritaville*			              $316.00 
Officer Survival Training, LLC			               $314.15 
Roxanne Affholter				                $309.00 
Staci Brakhage					                 $305.12 
Becky Reid					                 $300.00 
Steve and Cheri Thurston			               $300.00 
Minnesota C.O.P.S.				                $289.86 
Brent Hardie					                 $270.00 
Sara Slone					                 $267.80 
Moraima Martinez				                $265.42 
Tom Hogan					                 $265.42 

Donations continued

Denise Olazar					             $265.42 
Keith Tetreault Ferry Fence Inc.			           $265.42 
Felicia Carr					             $257.50 
Tycho Kent					             $257.50 
Aleksander Nazarov				            $257.50 
Justin Schnelbach				            $257.50 
Linsey Timmins					            $257.50 
Mary and Jonathan Adler			           $250.00 
Larry Cannon					             $250.00 
Kentucky C.O.P.S. 				            $250.00 
Angelea Coughlin				            $250.00 
GOVX*						             $250.00 
Gabrielle Hajduk				            $250.00 
Ken and Beth Kotas				            $250.00 
Southern Nevada C.O.P.S.			           $250.00 
Bradley Toben					             $250.00 
Regina Wolff					             $250.00 

* Indicates An In-Kind Donation

The 2025 C.O.P.S. National Golf Tournament was held on August 
3rd at the beautiful Osage National Golf Resort located in the same 
Lake of the Ozarks community as the C.O.P.S. National Office. As al-
ways, the tournament sold out, drawing players from multiple states 
for a day filled with fun and support for C.O.P.S. and law enforcement.  

Thank you to the Peace Officers Research Association of 
California and Ride4Cops for traveling from California 
and Kansas to participate and generously sponsor this 
event once again! The tournament raised $16,700 after 
all expenses were paid. Save the date for next year’s 
20th Tournament Anniversary on August 2, 2026!

National Golf TournamentC . O . P. S .C . O . P. S .
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