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There’s a new face leading the Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry—and it’s one that feels 

right at home. 

Paul Plumb has stepped into the role of Executive Director, bringing with him years of experience in busi-

ness, marketing, and community leadership. Even better, he’s no stranger to the area. A Shelby County 

native, Paul and his wife now live in Irwin and have long planned to put down roots here. 

Before joining the Chamber, Paul served as Director of the Crawford County Chamber and Development 

Council in Denison. Many may also recognize his connection to Arnolds Park Amusement Park, where he 

spent nearly 20 years in sales and marketing roles. Along the way, he’s also been a business owner—

giving him firsthand insight into the challenges and opportunities local businesses face. 

As he gets started, Paul says his first priority is simple: listen and learn. He’s looking forward to meeting 

Chamber members, visiting local businesses, and getting a feel for what’s working well—and where 

there’s room to grow. 

One of the biggest issues on his radar is workforce. Like many rural communities, Shelby County contin-

ues to face challenges in attracting and keeping workers. Paul also points out that it’s about more than 

just jobs—it’s about creating a place where people want to live, with strong housing options, amenities, 

and a sense of community. 

He sees the Chamber continuing to play an important role as a connector—bringing together businesses, 

local leaders, and organizations to help the entire community thrive. 

You may be seeing Paul out and about soon, as he plans to spend time getting to know people across the 

county. His message to the community is simple: get involved, ask questions, and take advantage of what 

the Chamber has to offer. 

After all, strong communities don’t just happen—they’re built through connection, collaboration, and  
people who care.  

Information for this article was gathered from The Harlan Tribune (March 31, 2026) and sum-
marized/synthesized using ChatGPT.   

mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
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It is an honor to step into the role of Executive Director of the Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & In-

dustry, and I am genuinely excited to begin this work alongside such a dedicated community of business 

leaders and advocates. Though I am only a couple of weeks into this role, it is already clear that Shelby 

County has something special — engaged members, strong local businesses, and a deep sense of com-

munity pride that makes this chamber's work meaningful. 

I want to express my sincere gratitude to the board of directors for their confidence in selecting me for this 

position. I do not take that trust lightly, and I am committed to earning it every day through hard work, hon-

est communication, and a focus on what matters most — supporting the businesses and people that make 

Shelby County thrive. 

I look forward to connecting with each of you in the weeks and months ahead. Please don't hesitate to 

reach out, introduce yourself, or share what's on your mind. This chamber exists to serve you, and I'm 

here to listen. 

Paul Plumb,  

Executive Director Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

 

Tuesday, May 5 - Cinco de Mayo 

Sunday, May 10 - Mother’s Day  

Monday, May 25 - Memorial Day  

(the Chamber office will be closed) 



Shelby County Chamber Newsletter - April 2026 

 

Friday, May 1, 2 pm. The Museum of Danish America (2212 Washington Street, Elk Horn) is hosting a 

ribbon cutting ceremony for their Thomas Dambo Troll. Please join us as we celebrate and welcome this 

new addition to the Museum, Elk Horn, and Shelby County.  

Wednesday, May 6, 1:30 pm. New business in Portsmouth, Wings & Wishes, 210 Main Street, is host-

ing a ribbon cutting. Make sure to join us so we can welcome Sarah Reinig, the owner, to Shelby  

County    
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Friday, April 3, 2026 - Lofted Boutique, 1024 6th Street, Harlan 

Celebrating Their One Year Anniversary 

 

The Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry is always ready to help its members celebrate their 

success with an ambassador visit, groundbreaking ceremony, open house, or ribbon cutting. Whether you 

are a new or existing member the Chamber and its members will join you marking your momentous occa-

sions. It gives the owner or manager a chance to say a few words to those gathered and the opportunity to 

talk about what their business does.  

Whatever you choose, your event will be posted on our online event’s calendar, in our weekly Did You 

Know email, that goes out every Friday, listed in our monthly Business Voice newsletter, and posted on the 

Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry and Shelby County Information and Ideas Facebook 

pages.  

Then there’s the great photo opportunity. A photo will be taken and emailed to you to share on your social 

media. The photo will also appear in the Harlan Newspapers, the Chamber’s monthly newsletter, and on 

Facebook.  

Helpful tips: Invite friends, family, and customers. Provide snacks and refreshments for your attendees. 

Most important is “showcasing” your business as this is your day. Last but not least - Have Fun!  

To schedule your ambassador visit, groundbreaking ceremony, open house, or ribbon cutting with the 

Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry, call us at 712-755-2114 or email the Chamber office.  
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A time to celebrate the essential roles libraries, librarians,  

and library staff play in transforming lives and strengthening communities.  

Monday, April 20, 2026 

Elk Horn Public Library  

Tuesday, April 21, 2026 

Harlan Community  Library  

Thursday, April 23, 2026 

Lied Irwin Public Library  
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Cowboy Up 

Shelby Co Chamber 

Derby Day Tea Party 

Elm Crest  Senior Living 

Dine In Elegance 

Deb Nowatzke  

Garden of Learning 

Elk Horn Public Library  

Making Memories 

HGCC Ladies Golf & Social  

Thanks to everyone who attended this event and decorated tables.  

Thanks to Harlan Golf & Country Club Staff for the delicious lunch.  

Here is the link to the video of all the tables, courtesy of Harlan Golf & Country Club  

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1CHdimGxoy/
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Plant A Seed, Read 

Harlan Community Library  
Purple & Lavender 

Harlan Theatre  

Shelby Co Parks 

Shelby Co Conservation Board  

Stepping Back In Time 

Hansen House Senior Living  

Volunteers 

Janet Buman & Gretchen Cote’  

Delicious Desserts 

Provided By HGCC 
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To create a climate of opportunity for business growth,  

economic development, and a high standard of living throughout Shelby County. 

 

This year it’s about our Chamber members. It’s your chance to talk about your business.  

Tell us about your history, your success, your future, new staff, changes, and how great you really are. 

The story will be featured in our monthly newsletter, The Business Voice and on our Facebook pages, 

Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry and Shelby County Information and Ideas.  

Please let us know if you are interested today! We welcome you to change the questions to best suit 

your business, the questions below are a general outline, please consider answering at least 5-6 ques-

tions. Pictures are encouraged! 

Questions to consider: 

• Give us some background on yourself/your business. 

• How many years have you been in business? 

• What’s an interesting fact about your business most people don’t know? 

• What is one thing you're most proud of so far? 

• Do you have a personal or professional motto? 

• Who are the people in the background of your organization? 

• Do you have any advice for new business owners? 

• What brought you to the area? 

• What keeps you here? 

• What are your business's goals? 

• How can people keep up to date on what's happening at your organization? 

• Anything else you want the community to know about your business? 

• How does being in this community affect your business? 

Member Spotlights are available to members to provide further brand awareness and visibility for your 

business in Shelby County. 

mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
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             City of Harlan                              Harlan Industrial Foundation  

Harlan Municipal Utilities                        Myrtue Medical Center 

                   Shelby County                                              SCSB 
 

Conductix-Wampfler              Monogram Prepared Meats, LLC 
 

 The Agency Insurance    Essentia Protein Solutions     FMCTC             

Farmers Trust & Savings Bank          Midstates Bank               
 

Elm Crest Senior Living Community     Panama Transfer 

Markham Family Dental Associates, Inc. 
 

Community 1st Credit Union   Cyclone Lanes      

Fareway Stores, Inc.    Farm Service Cooperative    

 Harlan Community School District    Harlan Golf & Country Club     

The Harlan Newspapers    Hy-Vee   Keast Auto Center     

KNOD Radio Station    Molded Products          

Nishnabotna Valley REC     Pauley Jones Funeral Home   

Pitts Family & Sports Chiropractic Center, PC  

Rae Banks Enterprises, LLC - DBA Scooters Coffee          

Smitty Bee Honey, Inc. 

http://myrtuemedical.org/
http://www.conductix.us/en
http://www.monogramfoods.com/
http://www.fmctc.com/
http://www.ftnsbank.net/
http://www.midstatesbank.com/#/home
http://elmcrest.net/
http://www.panamatransfer.com/
http://www.fareway.com/
http://www.harlanonline.com/
http://www.knodfm.com/
http://www.nvrec.com/
http://www.pittsfamilychiro.com/
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The Chamber wishes to thank the following members  
who renewed their membership in  

April 2026 

Carstens 1880 Farmstead, Inc. * Westridge Senior Apartments, LLC 

Chamber Team 

Paul Plumb 
Executive Director 

Carol McHugh 
Administrative Assistant 

 

2025-2026  

Board  of Directors 

President 

Janet Buman 

SCSB 

Vice President 

Darin Turner 

Hy-Vee 

Treasurer 

Gervas Mgonja 

City of Harlan 

 

Past President 

Jahde Osborn 

CiShirts/Courtside  

Marketing 

Board Member 

Steve Ineson 

Four Seasons Travel 

Board Member 

Cali Klein 

Elm Crest Senior Living 

Community 

Board Member 

Mike Kolbe 

Shelby County Board  

of Supervisors 

Board Member 

Jeff Sundholm 

Myrtue Medical Center 

 

 

The Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry is gathering event 

information for 2026. We post Shelby County and surrounding area events 

on our website calendar for free. This information is also used in our weekly 

“Did You Know” emails and on our Facebook page. We can help to be sure 

locals and tourists can find you. Contact the Chamber office at 712-755-

2114 or email us.  

ARC Electric, Harlan. Joined April 16, 2026  

mailto:director@exploreshelbycounty.com
mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
mailto:jbuman@scsbnet.com
mailto:dturner@hy-vee.com
mailto:gmonja@cityofharlan.com
mailto:jahde@courtside-marketing.com
mailto:steve@4seasonstrav.com
mailto:CKlein@abhomes.org
mailto:mkolbe@shelbycounty.iowa.gov
mailto:Jeffrey.sundholm@myrtuemedical.org
http://www.exploreshelbycounty.com/events.html
mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
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