
The Anderson County Democratic Women’s Club News 

April 2026 

 

 

Anderson County Commissioner Fundraisers for 

Ashley Craven and Sharon Bourgeois Capshaw 

 

Ashley Craven: Candidate for Anderson County Commission District 8 

Wednesday April 22nd from 5:30 to 7:30pm at Splatter Oak Ridge (1143 
Oak Ridge Turnpike #105).  

Drinks and snacks will be provided – along with clothing covers and 
painting materials. Each person who attends gets their own 8 x 10 
canvas PLUS you get spray bottles and water balloons filled with paint 
to have fun and create your own exuberant masterpiece. The plastic 
clothing covers are effective and will be put to good use. Tickets are $35 
at the door.  

Ashley is a school board member and community advocate running for 
Anderson County Commission from District 8. She is running because 
county decisions shape everyday life for students, families, and 
neighborhoods. Focused on supporting Division II Court in Oak Ridge, strengthening public 
education, and protecting libraries as community resources. 

 

Sharon Bourgeois Capshaw: Candidate for Anderson County 
Commission District 7 

Thursday April 30th from 5:00 to 7:00pm at the Melton Lake Park 
Pavilion (697 Melton Lake Drive Oak Ridge, TN 37830).  

There will be hotdogs, hamburgers, veggie options, delicious picnic 
sides, and music – just bring your support for Sharon’s campaign. A $25 
donation is suggested. 

Sharon Bourgeois Capshaw is running for Anderson County Commission 
from District 7. Sharon is a retired ORNL supervisor and long-time 
District 7 resident running for steady, practical leadership rooted in 
community needs. Focused on infrastructure and utilities, responsible 
budgeting, and strong county services families rely on. 

 

 



 
 

Future ACDWC Events 

Friday April 17th 3:30pm Green McAdoo Cultural Center (101 School Street, Clinton TN). The 
Tennessee Federation of Democratic Women will have a pre-conference visit to the cultural center on 
Friday. This event is free and open to all TFDW members, even if you will not be attending the 
Saturday convention.  

Thursday May 28th – Sam McKenzie will give us an update on the state of the state at the new Tri-
County African American Cultural Museum in Oliver Springs.  

 

Other Events 

April 15th to April 30th – Early voting in the County Primary elections. Even if your candidates are 
running unopposed it is important to cast that ballot!  

May 5th – County Primary Election Day 

April 24th 12:00 noon – Lunch with the Legislators. This is a brown bag lunch event at the Oak Ridge 
Civic Center Social Room. Bring your curiosity and questions for Anderson and Roane County 
legislators.   

August 18th – The 2026 Annual Febb Burn Banquet. Celebrate the woman who ensured the “Perfect 
36” state and secured our place at the ballot box. Tickets 
 

Upcoming Public Meetings:   
Oak Ridge: View meeting schedules and agendas for Oak Ridge  
Please check the website for Oak Ridge meetings as some locations might be different due to on-
going construction at the Municipal Building complex.  
City Council Regular Meeting, 7 pm 2nd Monday of month, Municipal Building Courtroom  
Municipal Planning Commission, 5:30 pm 3rd Thursday of month, Oak Ridge Municipal Courtroom 
Traffic Safety Advisory Board, 7 pm 3rd Monday of month, Central Services Complex Conf Room 
Disability Advisory Board, 11 am 3rd Monday of Month, Senior Center 
Land Bank Board of Directors, 8:30 am 3rd Tuesday of month, Municipal Building Courtroom.   
Recreation and Parks Advisory Board, 7 pm 2nd Thursday of month, Civic Center Social Room 
Board of Education, 5 pm 4th Monday of month, Board Room - School Admin Bldg (304 New York 
Ave.) https://www.ortn.edu/central-office/board-of-education/members-schedule/  
 

Anderson County: View meeting schedules and agendas for Anderson County.   
Anderson County Commission Meeting, 6:30 pm Monday April 20th, Anderson County Courthouse 
Rm 312.   
Anderson County Election Commission, 4:00 pm Thursday May 14th Anderson County Municipal 
Building Rm 118A. (100 North Main Street, Clinton, TN 37716)  
Anderson County Library Board, 5:30 pm Thurs May 14th at Anderson County Courthouse Rm 312. 
Anderson County Operations Committee, 6:00 pm 2nd Monday of month, Anderson County 
Courthouse Rm 312 

 

https://womenssuffragemuseum.org/event/febb-burn-banquet-2026/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=ctct
https://www.oakridgetn.gov/210/Agendas-Minutes
https://www.ortn.edu/central-office/board-of-education/members-schedule/
https://andersoncountytn.gov/calendar/


Club Updates 

The Helen Jernigan Memorial Scholarship is available to Democratic leaning Anderson County high 
school women who are continuing their education. Talk with Ebony Capshaw for more information.    

Make a Difference:  
The club will be looking for several new officers for 2027. If you would like to learn more about how 
you can make a difference please contact Tiffany Malone.  

 

March Meeting Summary 

March Meeting Summary: Spiritual Diversity and Democracy with Lóre Stevens 

3-26-2026 at the Scarboro Community Center 

Lóre Stevens is the minister of Oak Ridge Unitarian Universalist Church. 
The church meshes well with her socially involved nature and 
enthusiasm for social activism. She is of Mexican-American descent, 
grew up in Powell, and has been overjoyed to return to East Tennessee. 
Lóre holds a Master's in Gender Studies as well as a Master's of Divinity 
from Harvard University. She has been the recipient of the UU Office of 
the United Nations Greeley Sermon Competition Award, the UU History 
and Heritage Society Research Prize, and was a finalist in the Harvard 
Divinity School Billings Preaching Prize. Lóre enjoys science-fiction, 
illustrated journaling, and her two cats Twinkle and Tezzy. She has been 
very active in Oak Ridge and has spoken at the MLK Day at Oak Valley 
Baptist Church, the opening prayer at the Oak Ridge City Council, and other civic engagements. Lóre also 
answered the call put out by Minneapolis leaders for clergy to come assist them resist ICE overreach. In 
February 2026, during sub-zero weather, Lóre went to Minneapolis to join with hundreds of other clergies from 
all faiths in learning about and practicing non-violent resistance.  

In her talk, Lóre described how spirituality is the feeling of connection with a higher power or ultimate reality, it 
is accessible to anyone regardless of their belief. When people recognize that they, and everyone else, are part 
of a universal wholeness that realization can lead them to act with compassion, nonviolence, and 
determination for the well-being of others. Religion, as distinct from spirituality, is the organized community 
aspect of spirituality. Religion varies based on a group's experience and worldview; however, all religions are 
connected, at the root, to the creative force of existence. The world’s religions can be thought of as the many 
facets of the same big gemstone.  

Throughout history, the forces of life and love reflected in the world’s religions, such as Christianity, get used as 
tools for power and control – and separation. Currently, we are seeing some Christian groups forget the 
teaching to love their neighbors and enemies alike – and twist their message into Christian Nationalism 
justifying xenophobia and cruelty. Christian Nationalism has little to do with the teachings of Christ – although 
some national government leaders would like us to believe they are one and the same. It is a way to grab 
power and justify xenophobia and oppression. It’s about using religion for political control – a way to create an 
“in” group and an “out” group. When one group thinks it’s right and everybody else is wrong there can be many 
horrors as we see all around the world in many, many, religions.  

A fundamental power struggle in many religions around the world is the power between men and women. If 
we think about it, if only half the population has power those leading that half have even more power with a 
smaller cohort.  



Our democracy was created with the principle of separation of church and state; however, the reasoning and 
details of this principle are sometimes lost. One argument in favor of the separation was that citizens should 
not be compelled to support, through taxation, religions they did not follow. As the founders were drafting the 
Constitution, the debate raged on about civil and religious rights. Eventually the solution was found in adding 
religious liberty to the proposed Bill of Rights – which allowed the document to move forward. One question 
we share with those founders is if there is a national religion which religion would that be – and which one of 
the many denominations within that religion would be the “winner.”  

Here in Anderson County, we can see how easy it is to cross the church/state separation line. At the Anderson 
County Courthouse there is a banner “In God We Trust.” To many this is just a part of their everyday lives and 
goes unnoticed. However, if you were a Muslim or Atheist and had to go to the courthouse you could wonder if 
you would get a fair shot.  

Some groups have used creative tactics to push back. They insist their guiding principles are posted in state 
capitals and courthouses along with Christian principles. That tactic has resulted in all materials being removed 
in some cases.   

Freedom of religion (or from religion) is being eroded. We have to fight for the right to hold our own beliefs. 
We have to be vigilant and aware when our freedoms are being encroached and eroded. And then have the 
courage to stand up for ourselves and others. With all of us together the multi-faceted gem will be even 
brighter.  

During the Q&A time, Lóre was asked about her experience in Minneapolis. There were between 600 and 1000 
clergy from all religions and denominations – it was a bit like a United Nations gathering. On the first day she 
heard from local people who knew the situation on the ground and had excellent non-violent strategy training, 
such as neighbors supporting neighbors. It was heartening to see the citizens rise up with a common goal. The 
local clergy intentionally got arrested; however, they asked the out-of-towners to not join them due to limited 
resources for legal aide. There were so many people on the streets that “marching” was not really an option. 
They were packed shoulder to shoulder. A very happy problem to have so many people on the streets.  

She was also asked how to engage with people who are hostile. Lóre relayed a story about a chance encounter 
with someone who disagreed with her, but who explained their thinking. That encounter changed her 
perspective some and helped with her own personal growth. She shared another story about going to the 
Charlie Kirk vigil at the Peace Bell in Oak Ridge. She made a statement about the wrongness of violence 
regardless of a person’s views of the other person and wishes for the safety of those assembled. The response 
was hopeful surprise, and she still gets positive comments about her statement.  

 

Contact the ACDWC 

President:  Ann Mostoller amostoller@msw-law.com   

Vice President:  Ebony Capshaw ebonymcapshaw@hotmail.com   

Treasurer:  Amy Dunkirk adunkirk1234@gmail.com   

Secretary:  Ann Miller amiller.ixd@gmail.com   

Nominating:  Tiffany Malone tiffanymalone09@gmail.com  

EMERGE Liaison:  Ebony Capshaw ebonymcapshaw@hotmail.com  

Hospitality:  Amanda Mantooth mantoothaj@gmail.com  

Club Website:  acdwc.org 
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