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Derek Black & The Intersection of Democracy, Public Education,  

and Public Policy 

Friday, October 17th 5:30 pm 

The Lodge (424 Goans Ave, Clinton, TN 37716) 

 

Derek W. Black, a best-selling author and constitutional law 
professor, will share his insights and research into the attack 
on the nation’s commitment to public education, from 
funding to vouchers to charter schools. The program, offers 
an inspiring evening of learning and discussion in support of 
public education with the author, who spent part of his 
childhood in Clinton.  

His first book, “Schoolhouse Burning: Public Education and 
the Assault on American Democracy,” offers a history of the 
nation’s establishment of a constitutional right to education with an analysis of how that right is being 
undermined today. His book “makes clear that public education was central to the Founding Fathers’ 
vision of a new kind of democracy that rests on the consent of the governed,” according to the New 
York Review of Books. 

A reviewer for his second book, “Dangerous Learning: The South’s Long War on Black Literacy,” 
concludes that “something dangerously reminiscent of the pre-Civil War south is happening in 
education today.” Black notes that few have valued literacy as much as the enslaved Black people of 
the American South. His book explains how, once Reconstruction ended, opposition to educating 
Black children depressed education in the South for Black and White students alike. 

Black directs the Constitutional Law Center and is a professor of law at the University of South 
Carolina. He is the Ernest F. Hollings Chair in Constitutional Law. He began his career teaching at 
Howard University School of Law, and before that, he litigated education cases at the Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights Under Law. 

His research focuses on school funding and ensuring equal opportunities for disadvantaged students. 
His articles have appeared in leading legal journals, and his research is often cited in court opinions 
and briefs, including in the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Tickets are $50 and may be purchased at https://ACDWC-10172025.eventbrite.com or at the door. All 
proceeds and donations from the evening will support Anderson County Democratic candidates.  

 

 

https://acdwc-10172025.eventbrite.com/


Future ACDWC Events 

Monday November 24th 2025 – The Annual Meeting! We will hear from Ellen Smith and Ebony 
Capshaw about highlights from city and county government in the last year, including how our tax 
dollars are being spent.  

Members will also vote on the incoming slate of officers and a number of “housekeeping” bylaws 
changes to bring our 2010 bylaws up to current practices. If you would like to fill an officer seat, 
please contact Tiffany Malone or come to the meeting and be nominated from the floor. You can 
review the current (2010) Bylaws at https://acdwc.org/about-acdwc.  

Members will receive a separate mailing with information about the slate of officers and the proposed 
Bylaws changes.  

If you have not yet paid your 2025 dues, but would like to vote, please bring your check to the 
meeting.  
 

Other Events 

October 26th – An Afternoon with Jerri Green – Building a Better Tennessee Together. Meet a dynamic 
Democratic candidate for Governor of Tennessee. 1:00pm at the Central Middle School in Wartburg 
(146 Liberty Rd, Wartburg, TN 37887). 

November 6th – Join the Child Advocacy Center of Anderson County for the “Gratitude Gala.” The 
event will be at the Museum of Appalachia (2819 Andersonville Hwy, Clinton, TN 37716) Thursday, 
Nov 6th at 5:30. For more information and to purchase tickets https://givebutter.com/c/AbuWHA.  
 

Upcoming Public Meetings:   
Oak Ridge: View meeting schedules and agendas for Oak Ridge  
Please check the website for Oak Ridge meetings as some locations might be different due to on-
going construction at the Municipal Building complex.  
City Council Regular Meeting, 7 pm 2nd Monday of month, Municipal Building Courtroom  
Municipal Planning Commission, 5:30 pm 3rd Thursday of month, Oak Ridge Municipal Courtroom 
Traffic Safety Advisory Board, 7 pm 3rd Monday of month, Central Services Complex Conf Room 
Disability Advisory Board, 11 am 3rd Monday of Month, Senior Center 
Land Bank Board of Directors, 8:30 am 3rd Tuesday of month, Municipal Building Courtroom 
Recreation and Parks Advisory Board, 7 pm 2nd Thursday of month, Civic Center Social Room 
Board of Education, 5 pm 4th Monday of month, Board Room - School Admin Bldg (304 New York 
Ave.) https://www.ortn.edu/central-office/board-of-education/members-schedule/  
 
Anderson County: View meeting schedules and agendas for Anderson County.   
Anderson County Commission Meeting, 6:30 pm 3rd Monday of month, Anderson County 
Courthouse Rm 312 
Anderson County Library Board, 5:30 pm 2nd Thursday of month, location rotates between the 
four libraries (Nov 13th Clinton Public Library; Jan 8th Norris Community Library; Feb 12th Rocky Top 
Public Library; March 12th Briceville Public Library) 

https://acdwc.org/about-acdwc
https://givebutter.com/c/AbuWHA
https://www.oakridgetn.gov/210/Agendas-Minutes
https://www.ortn.edu/central-office/board-of-education/members-schedule/
https://andersoncountytn.gov/calendar/


Anderson County Operations Committee, 6:00 pm 2nd Monday of month, Anderson County 
Courthouse Rm 312 

 

Club Updates 

Of note: Over 2,300 voters have been purged from the roles. You can check your registration by contacting the 
Anderson County Election Commission or verifying your data via the state website 
https://tnmap.tn.gov/voterlookup.  

The Club is looking for women to sponsor for EMERGE training. If you can imagine yourself running for 
an office in 2026, EMERGE training can help you get there. There are EMERGE training sessions 
coming up, both with the national and the state organizations, that will teach you how to clarify your 
message, ask for money to fund the campaign, and manage the nuts & bolts of running a campaign.  

Please contact Ebony Capshaw, the club’s EMERGE liaison, for more information about EMERGE.   

Make a Difference:  
The club needs help with meeting setup/cleanup. Please contact Ann Miller if you would like to pitch 
in on that monthly task.  

 

September Meeting Summary 

The Blue Army Training Day 

9-27-2025 at IBEW Local 270 

Sissy Byram and Darryl Bonner kicked off the day with their 
experiences as Campaign Managers. Some of their top points were: 

• The Campaign Manager is there to keep everything on track 

and help set priorities. While the candidate is out talking to 

people the campaign manager is making sure everything stays 

organized and on track. It works best for the campaign 

manager to go to events with the candidate to take care of the 

details while the candidate is making connections with voters.  

• Scheduling is an important task to make sure the candidate 

can focus on the priorities. Not all invitations have a payoff for 

the candidate and it’s important to help them manage their 

personal energy and capabilities.  

• A good campaign manager should have a strong connection 

with the candidate. It’s important to give them honest 

feedback and advice - and be able to nudge back to protect a 

budget. The candidate should pick their team, and especially 

the campaign manager, for their ability to speak honestly. 

• The campaign manager should be someone who is OK with 

learning on the job and adjusting as the situations unfold. They recommend the campaign manager 

start their work as soon as possible as there are steps in the process that will take more time and will 

https://tnmap.tn.gov/voterlookup


require additional work to accomplish. It’s also important to begin raising money as early as possible – 

“it’s shocking how much money is needed.” 

• The campaign manager, and the candidate, should pick the rest of the team for their varied skills and 

perspectives. Usually 3-4 people who both respect and value is enough for the core team. An ideal 

team is the campaign manager, the treasurer, a social media specialist (which can be outsourced to a 

professional company), and a volunteer coordinator. Other valuable team members are someone to 

keep the website fresh and compelling. If the candidate wants to use TikTok there is also a lot of 

original content that must be produced and will require someone who is good creating content. 

Instagram and Facebook were good for the demographics Sissy and Darryl were trying to target. A note 

about Facebook is to start early if they want to run ads – there are extra verification steps that can take 

a lot of time.  

Anne Backus and Ebony Capshaw talked about the Treasurer role.  

• Having a treasurer is a requirement of the state and requires paperwork to be filed in order to register 

as a candidate’s treasurer. The primary duties of the treasurer are to take checks, make deposits, and 

do reports. While that sounds straightforward, there are tracking requirements in order to do the 

reports, which are exacting.  

• When money comes in from events that is not properly attributed, the treasurer is usually the one to 

track down the contributor and get the rest of the information. The same is true when an individual 

contributes more than is allowed and the money needs to be returned. Act Blue is very helpful as it 

tracks the contributions automatically. In-kind donations, for instance of a venue that normally rents 

out, also needs to be tracked and counts toward the limits. The candidate, on the other hand, can 

spend whatever they want on their campaign, as long as the money is accurately reported.  

• The reports with the state can be done online. With the first financial report the state provides a login 

and code – Anne and Ebony strongly recommend keeping that information in a place you will 

remember as you will need it later. All the dates to file reports are available through the Election 

Commission.  

• There are some tricky details to figure out, such as filing reports for Oak Ridge races (with the dual 

counties) depends on where you actually live. Opening a bank account can also be tricky and usually 

requires a back-and-forth process between the bank and the state to supply the bank account number 

to the state and the state number to the bank. They recommend starting the process with the bank. 

Not all banks can work with candidates; however, TN Bank, Pinnacle, and Truist are familiar with 

campaign accounts. 

• They mentioned that finding a treasurer can sometimes be difficult. It is possible to pay someone to be 

the treasurer, or the candidate can be their own treasurer. All the materials, including the business 

cards, flyers, etc. have the treasurer’s name, which has given pause to individuals in the past. 

• Some treasurers also take on other roles in the team, such as doing fundraisers or managing 

volunteers. As a note they mentioned that someone who loves doing event planning is a real gift to the 

campaign. 

Anne, Ebony, Sissy, Darryl, and David Miller answered questions and shared other general campaign learning.  

• The team together usually figures out what events and activities are needed as a foundation; however, 

you should expect other opportunities to arise during the campaign. They agreed that house parties 

have the biggest return for the time and energy investment for the contributions, volunteer recruiting, 



and making advocates for the candidate. Fundraisers are also critical to bring in money and for name 

recognition. Community events, where the candidate is out in public with the Tee-shirt is good for 

building name recognition but takes an enormous amount of time and there is no controlling for the 

audience who will see the candidate. 

• There was a question about the amount of money needed to run. The amount depends largely on the 

type of race and how competitive it is. For State House a campaign could run from $60,000-$100,000. 

However, for County Commissioner, School Board, City Council the campaign can usually be run for 

$10,000 to $15,000. Direct mail is important but expensive, as are yard signs.  

• Tennessee is a non-voting state, and a lot of effort must be put into getting out the vote. Vote Builder is 

a good tool that can be set-up through the county or through the state directly. The candidate, and 

their team, can use Vote Builder to identify contacts based on the demographics and voting history 

they want to target.  

Gloria Johnson spoke to us at lunchtime.  

She focuses on phone calls, house parties, and knocking 
doors in her campaigns. She has found that events are a 
bit of a crapshoot, with a lot of time for possibly no 
payoff.  

She reminded us that it’s not about the elected person – 
rather it is all about their constituents. Her 70,000 
constituents are just as important as the speakers 
70,000 constituents, which helps her persevere in 
fighting for her people.  

Gloria reminded the aspiring candidates in the audience 
that it is OK to make a mistake – few are unrecoverable 
– and it’s OK to not have all the answers at your 
fingertips. It is important to get back with people with the answers, however. She has turned people’s thinking 
by following up with a concern or question. If there is a question the canvassers encounter during the day, she 
likes to get that information asap so she can call the person with the answer still that same day.  

 

Ellen Smith talked with us about her experiences running for City Council. The City Council is non-partisan, and 
they like it that way – it lets them focus on the city’s issues. The Council is much more about potholes and local 
issues – and not so much about healthcare and social equity. Potholes don’t know if they are Republicans or 
Democrats.  

Ellen had specific advice for those running.  

• She recommended being clear about why you are running for office, whether it be something you want 

to change, improve, start, preserve, or stop. Having clarity in yourself helps keep you going through the 

hard times and helps you stay on course after you get elected. It is also important to have community 

allies and endorsements are useful. 

• It is important to have a good knowledge of what the position does. In a way, you are applying for a 

job, and just with a job interview you should know what is expected and the scope of your work. She 

recommends attending meetings, becoming acquainted with others on the Council. It is helpful to have 

a bit of friendship created before you take office.  



• Even if you know you are in the minority on an issue, your presence in government will affect the 

wording on items and will help others see a different perspective. The Council likes to speak with one 

voice once the decision is made. It is important to speak up. 

• It is important to plan ahead and figure out the overall campaign schedule.  

• Name recognition is critical, but it is often hard for people to advertise themselves. Self-promotion is a 

learned behavior – and oddly most politicians are actually introverts.  

• Branding is very important. And when you purchase campaign materials it is good to think of the next 

election as well as this one so you can design signs and collateral that can be reused for your reelection.  

• She doesn’t close bank accounts between campaigns. It makes it easier to get going the next time, and 

she can hold leftover funds in that account as start-up money for the next campaign.  

Anne Backus contributed to the previous discussions; however, she had an important message for the 
candidates in the room. Be open to enjoying the process. She was surprised at the amount of support that 
poured her direction, in work, money, and emotional support.  

David Miller additionally advised the audience to not let the perfect be the enemy of the good. He told us his 
experience with Vote Builder and beginning with a targeted list. However, when he was in a neighborhood it 
seemed strange to walk by the houses of potential voters, so he switched to knocking on every door. 
Sometimes he was pleasantly surprised by the reception.  

The party helped David design his materials and sent out postcards on his behalf. Their help was very valuable.  

His upcoming campaign against Randy McNally (if he runs again) will likely be well over $100,000. He asked for 
our support in fundraising and helping his campaign with their fundraisers. Randy McNally has over $650,000 in 
his campaign account for the upcoming campaign – and will be able to transfer that money to the new 
candidate if he does not run again.  

 

Contact the ACDWC 

President:  Ann Miller amiller.ixd@gmail.com   

Vice President:  Ann Mostoller amostoller@msw-law.com  

Treasurer:  Amanda Mantooth mantoothaj@gmail.com  

Secretary:  Sissy Byram sissybee52@gmail.com  

Nominating:  Tiffany Malone tiffanymalone09@gmail.com  

Scholarship and EMERGE Liaison:  Ebony Capshaw ebonymcapshaw@hotmail.com  

Hospitality:  Open position 

Club Website:  acdwc.org 
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