KNOW ONE ANOTHER QUESTIONS
As brothers and sisters, we’re called to love one another with the love of Christ, manifested in the gospel. But how can we love each other unless we know each other? And how can we know each other- really know each other- unless we know one another’s stories? And how can we know another’s story unless we take time to ask and listen intentionally? 
Below is a list of 7 broad and simple question categories that include numerous meaningful sub-questions* that you can use to help pursue knowing one another, one question at a time. Think of the question “depths” as a progression, moving from the shallow end of beginning to get to know someone to the deep end of relational intimacy. The goal isn’t to get deepest the fastest, or equally deep with each person in the group, but to be intentional with our relationships. So, don’t be in a rush! These simple questions are a merely springboard to deepen and strengthen friendships that will enrich our lives, a little more each day. Just do your best to pick a question from the depth that best fits your group’s current relational phase and encourages them to take a next step of going deeper together over weeks, months, and Lord willing, years together.  
Also note, a small group (of say 12), won’t be the most conducive setting to ask each of these questions. Consider the best way for your group to use any specific one. For example, it might serve to break up into pairs, triads, or genders for part of your group meeting for some of them. Also consider how you can utilize your “group chat (i.e. text, WhatsApp) outside of your group meeting to ask an extra question as a way to stay connected between meetings and to pursue knowing one another better. 





*Adapted from Transformative Friendships, by Brad Hambrick and the Life Maps worksheet, by Watermark Community Church. 

I. What’s your Story?
“Depth 1”- The Facts
1. Where are you from? What was your journey from there to here?
2. What does a normal week look like for you?
3. Who are the important people in your life?
“Depth 2”- The Major Themes
4. What do you know more about than the average person?
5. When and how did things you are passionate about become important to you? 
6. What goes on the short list of things you never want to neglect?
“Depth 3”- The Plot Twists
7. When did life zig while you expected it to zag?
8. What were the moments in your life when, for better or worse, you surprised yourself most?
9. What are the things you enjoy that least fit your personality or strongest aptitudes?
“Depth 4”- The Life Shaping Events
10. What are the BC versus the AD moments in your life?
11. What primary life lessons have you taken from these events?
12. What ways have you learned to trust and rely on God in light of these pivotal moments?
“Depth 5”- The Point of your Story 
13. How do you complete the sentence, “When this season of my life concludes, I will be disappointed if “			“?
14. Who’s lives do you want to be different because of this season of life?
15. How can we encourage and help you in these things?



II. What’s Good?
“Depth 1”- Your Talents 
1. What are you good at or enjoy that many people don’t see?
2. What are things that people think you work harder at than you actually do?
3. What is the best (most receivable) way for us to encourage you?
“Depth 2”- Your Quirks  
4. What’s something you tend to be embarrassed about that you don’t need to be?
5. Who are the people that respond best to your quirks? Who responds poorly
6. How can we make sure we don’t aggravate your insecurity about these things in our friendship?
“Depth 3”- Your Roles  
7. What important parts of your week do you tend to get most bored or discouraged with?
8. When in your week would it be most meaningful for me to encourage you in these roles?
9. What was it that originally made you excited about embracing each role?
10. What experiences have you especially enjoyed? Felt closest to God? Why? 
“Depth 4”- Your Sacrifices  
11. What sacrifices that you willingly make go unnoticed most often?
12. What makes these sacrifices worth it?
13. When do these sacrifices tend to weigh on you most?
“Depth 5”- Your Character  
14. What qualities of Christlikeness do you see most clearly or uniquely in your friend?
15. How have you seen these qualities develop over time?
16. How have you been blessed by these qualities in your friend?
III. What’s Hard?
“Depth 1”- The Flipside of Your Strengths
1. When do you get on your own nerves? What’s annoying to you about you?
2. When you’re trying to do a good thing, what are the common side effects
3. What personal weakness are you most and least comfortable talking about?
“Depth 2”- Your Current Life Challenges
4. How can we pray for you?
5. What’s been discouraging you recently?
6. What kind of things are persistently hard in your life?
“Depth 3”- The Fall Around You
7. What tragedies have you experienced in your life?
8. What things are not your fault but still negatively impact your life?
9. In what moments do you feel alone because you think no one understands or cares?
“Depth 4”- The Fall Within You
10. What experiences in your life or qualities about you lead you to a sense of shame?
11. What are the non-sin, broken parts of your life you repeatedly ask God to fix?
12. When do you feel the lest known?
“Depth 5”- What You’ve Never Told Anyone
13. What experiences were especially difficult or painful? Felt furthest from God? Why? 
14. What’s the worst thing that’s been done to you?
15. What’s the worst thing you’ve ever done?



IV. What’s Bad?
“Depth 1”- Your Respectable Sins
1. When and where do you struggle with sins of pride, ingratitude, or people-pleasing?
2. How difficult is for you to acknowledge these sins after they occur
3. Who do you admire that owns their faults well?
“Depth 2”- Your Most Prevalent Idols
4. When you do something bad, what are the most common good things you’re focused on?
5. What themes do you see or hear first when you’re upset with others?
6. What are your trop three idols? What percentage if your sins do you think these idols account for?
“Depth 3”- Your Go-To Escapes
7. When something bothers you, what are the healthy and unhealthy ways you seek comfort?
8. What would be the best ways for us to encourage you during these times?
9. What are the things you most fear we would say if you reached out to one of us during these times?
“Depth 4”- Most Likely to Shipwreck Your Life
10. Don’t Make your friend ask the “magic question,” knowing what to ask without you confiding your struggle. Just be honest.
11. What do you need to tell me that you haven’t?
“Depth 5”- Most Likely to Shipwreck Your Life
12. If a sin was going to shipwreck your life, what would it be?
13. Is there any present reason for concern?
14. What are the best ways and times for us to check in on you?


V. What’s Fun?
“Depth 1”- What Brings You Joy
1. When you get a day off, what’s your favorite thing to do?
2. What was your favorite thing to do as a kid?
3. What are the most life-giving things you’ve done this month?
“Depth 2”- Why You Enjoy These Things
4. When did you start to enjoy			?
5. What’s the most rewarding part of 		 for you?
6. What makes		 an emotional new win for you?
“Depth 3”- Can We Try It Too?
7. How long have you done		? 
8. Do you mind if one of us joins you sometime when you’re doing 		? 
9. How can we hear more about		?
“Depth 4”- Sacrificing Your Joys
10. What are your neon joys? What are your pastel joys?
11. What’s the hardest things you’ve done that you didn’t enjoy at the time, but now take great satisfaction in?
12. What things do you do well in other areas of life that you prefer to avoid in your casual friendships?
“Depth 5”- I Feel Your Joys
13. When you graduated high school, what was the most meaningful conversation you had and who was it with? Pick any comparable life event?
14. Has there been a major life event that felt “less than” because you didn’t have a quality friend to share it with?
15. When it comes to commemorating and celebrating a major life event or achievement, what is the most meaningful way someone can share that moment with you?

VI. What’s Stuck?
“Depth 1”- When Your Ruts Were Life-Giving
1. What are your most nostalgic habits?
2. When you first became a Christian, what habits were most important to you?
3. What’s the most unique, enjoyable habit you’ve ever had, and why did you like it? 
“Depth 2”- When The Color Began to Fade
4. What habit used to be “wow” that’s now just “eh”?
5. What habit fit well in a previous season of life but is hard to find a place for now?
6. What makes you sad to realize you don’t enjoy it as much as you once did? 
“Depth 3”- When Guilt and Duty Took Over
7. When do you feel bad (dry or guilty) about what should make you feel good (edified)?
8. What are you doing simply because you know you should?
9. What do you dread that you used to be excited about?
“Depth 4”- How You’re Stuck in Stubbornness
10. What good thing are you likely to value so much it blinds you to negative consequences?
11. What’s as example of a time when you were convinced you were right but realized you were wrong?
12. What’s the best way to approach you with something you likely don’t want to hear?
“Depth 5”- How You’re Stuck in Shame
13. What unpleasant emotion do you most often feel that you think you shouldn’t feel?
14. What are you embarrassed to admit you don’t enjoy?
15. What’s stuck in your life that makes you feel a sense of shame or worthlessness?
























VII. What’s Next? 
“Depth 1”- The Dreams That Got You Here
1. Tell me your Story one life dream at a time.
2. What was the most satisfying goal you’ve accomplished?
3. What have you had to work hardest to achieve in your life?
“Depth 2”- The Dream You’re Working On
4. What dream or goal can I be praying about for you? 
5. What’s the most important thing I can encourage you toward in this season of life?
6. What important thing is easiest for you to neglect? 
“Depth 3”- The Dream That’s Fading
7. What was the hardest dream for you to relinquish?
8. What dreams do you sense coming to a close?
9. How will your goals change in the next season of life?
“Depth 4”- The Dream for the Next Season of Life
10. What is least clear to you about your present season of life?
11. What goals are possible now that weren’t viable in previous seasons of life?
12. What goals did you use to think you would have for this season of life, and how is this season different from what you imagined?
“Depth 5”- The Dream You Are Afraid to Say
13. What goals are you too intimidated or self-conscious about to share?
14. What goal do you have that feels too far off to say?
15. If you weren’t worried about failing, what would you try to do?


