400 W. Wood Avenue
Bensenville, IL 60106
Phone: 630-766-3530

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

REV. JESUS OLIVEROS, Pastor
pastor.st.alexis.bensenville@gmail.com

Deacon Anthony Holmes
anthonyholmes2561@gmail.com

Deacon Sergio Gonzalez
sergjul1230@gmail.com

Isabel /Parish Secretary

secretaryalexis@yahoo.com
(630)509-0811
OFFICE HOURS / HORAS DE OFICINA

www.stalexisparish.org

Saturday & Sunday / Sab y Dom: CLOSED
Monday - Thursday / Lun - Jue: 9 am - 3 pm
Friday/Vie: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE / HORARIO DE MISAS
Saturday 4:00 pm | Sabado 6:00 pm
Sunday 9:30 am | Domingo 8:00 am y 11:00 am

DAILY MASSES / MISAS DIARIAS:
7:30 am (English/ Tuesday & Thursday)
9:00 am (Espafiol/ Miercoles y Viernes)

CONFESSIONS/CONFESIONES:

Thursday/ Jueves: 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm
or by appointment (call the office)
o por cita (llame a la oficina)

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT /
ADORACION AL SANTISIMO SACRAMENTO:

CHURCH/IGLESIA: Thursday / Jueves
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
CHAPEL/CAPILLA: Monday & Friday / Lunes y Viernes
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

St. Alexis is a community blessed by God with a diversity of
cultures and languages. Celebrating that richness, we reach out to
all, inviting them to gather at the table of the Lord as One
People. In openness to the Gospel, we form ourselves as stewards
of the Lord’s gifts to create a community of faith that is unifying,

supporting and nurturing.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE /
OFICINA DE EDUCACION RELIGIOSA

st.alexis.religious.education@gmail.com

RE Secretary Claudia Rodriguez- (630) 766-4417

Deacon Sergio Gonzalez— Confirmation (630)766-3530
Maria Irene Quintero- Communion (630) 509-0813
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CMAA PLEDGE REPORT FOR ST.ALEXIS PARISH
Sunday Offertory from 5 Monthly pledge payments for CMAA pledges should be
August 31, 2025 .' 1 made in the next few days. It is very important that
’ these pledges be paid so that our parish will reach our
Envelopes (106)................ $1,967.00 goal. Once we have reached our goal in paid pledges,
LOOSE .vovvmmrrvveressnrensnes oo $2,857.00 70% of the amount over goal will be returned to our par-

Total ..cceeeeeereenereereerennenne.$ 4,824.00

Thank you for your continued support!

Gracias por su apoyo continuo!

ish for our needs.
PARISH GOAL: $29,300
AMOUNT PLEDGED: $23,959
AMOUNT PAID: $21,388
REMAINING BALANCE: $2,571 DONOR COUNT:209

SACRAMENT PROCEDURES

*READINGS FOR THE WEEK -

BAPTISMS / BAUTIZOS:
Primer Sabado 10:00 am (Espafiol)
Last Saturday 10:00 am (English)

WEDDINGS / BODAS-Griselda
Arrangements for weddings should be
made 6 months in advance.

Los preparativos para bodas deben ser
agendados con 6 meses de anticipacion.

PASTORAL SERVICES / SERVICIOS PASTORALES
MINISTERS OF COMMUNION FOR THE SICK / MINISTERIO DE
COMMUNION PARA LOS ENFERMOS-Carmen
FUNERALS / FUNERALES —Sonia

XV-Griselda
Call the Rectory to Schedule!

Llame a la Oficina!

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE

Anyone with reason to believe that a child has been abused or is being
abused should report their suspicions to civil authorities,

Contact lllinois Department of Children and Family Services
1-800-25ABUSE (1-800-252-2873) or the local police.

The Diocese of Joliet Victim Assistance Coordinator is available to help
victims fsurvivors of child sexual abuse by a clenc, employes or volunteer of
the Catholic Church

The Victim Assistance Coordinator will report to Bishop Hicks and coordi-
nate efforts of pastoral support and outreach to assist in the healing process.

asio

The Victim Assistance Ceordinator can also assist in making a report to civil
autharities

Contact the Diocese of Joliet Victim Assistance Coordinator at 815-263-
6467.

Scripture Readings
For the Week of September 7, 2025

Sunday Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 9:13-18b; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17; Phim 9-10,
12-17; Lk 14:25-33
Monday Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6ab, 6¢; Mt 1:1-16, 18-23
Tuesday Memorial of Saint Peter Claver, Priest
Col 2:6-15; Ps 145:1b-2, 8-9, 10-11; Lk 6:12-19
Wednesday Col 3:1-11; Ps 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-13ab; Lk 6:20-26
Thursday Col 3:12-17; Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 6:27-38
Friday 1Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11; Lk 6:39-42
Saturday Memorial of Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor of
the Church
1Tm 1:15-17; Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5 and 6-7; Lk 6:43-49
Sunday Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38; Phil 2:6-11; In
3:13-17

REPORTANDO ABUSO SEXUAL

Cualquier persona que tenga razones para creer que un nino o nifa ha
side abusade o esta siendo abusado debe reportar sus sespechas inme-
diatamente a las autoridades civiles. Contactarse con el Departamento de
Servicios para Nifios y Familias de llinocis: 1-800-25ABUSE (1-800-252-2873)
o la policia local

La Oficina del Coordinador de Asistencia Para Victimas de la Didcesis de

Jo sta disponible para ayudar a victimas fsobrevivientes que han sufrido
abuso sexual por parte de miembros del clere, empleados o voluntarios de la
iglesia catdlica.

La Oficina del Coordinador de Asistencia Para Wictimas informara al
obispo Hicks de lo sucedido y coordinara esfuerzos de apoyo pastoral y de
divulgacion para ayudar a las victimas en el proc de sanacion.

El Coordinador de Asistencia Para Victimas también puede ayudarle a
hacer un reporte a las autoridades civiles.
Para mas informacién péngase en contacto con La Oficina del Coordina-

dor de Asistencia Para Victimas de la Didcesis de Jolief al namero 815-
2635457
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Intenciones para > Mass Intentions Parish Calendar

las Misas de Look for monthly calendar events at:
la semana for the Week www. stalexisparish.org/calendar
Monday, September 8 Monday : :
7:30 am People of the Parish 7:30 am CommunioniSenvice

6:30 pm Grupo de Oracion

Tuesday, September 9 Tuesday
7:30 am People of the Parish 7:30am English Mass
Wednesday, September 10 Wednesday . :
9:00 am fMaximo Aguilar de Familia Duarte 9:00 am LA 1B BejprTale) ,
7:00 pm Grupo de Mamas, Grupo de Jovenes,

Coro Espaiiol y Ingles, RCIA,

Thursday, September 11 Grupo Familia Fe y Esperanza
7:30 am People of the Parish
Thursday
7:30 am English Mass
Friday, September 12 7:00 pm Adoration/Adoracion/ Confessions
9:00 am TMiguel y Paola Nava de Familia Duarte
Friday
Saturday, September 13 9:00 am Misa en Espafiol
4:00 pm Birthday Diego Rojas by Rojas Family
6:00 pm Cumpleaios Javier Talavera de Familia Talavera
Saturday
4:00 pm English Mass
Sunday, September 14 6:00 pm Misa en Espafiol
8:00 am TMiguel y Teresa Duarte de Familia Duarte
tlavier Talavera de Familia Talavera Sunday
9:30 am fFrank Bruno by Picicco Family 8:00 am Misa en Espaiiol
9am-11am Grupo Alpha
11:00 am TDavid Rivera de Familia Rivera 9:30 am English Mass
11:00 am Misa en Espafiol
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PRAY FOR THE SICK /
OREMOS POR LOS ENFERMOS
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Saul y Maria Elena Zamora

b

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
o

®eeecccccccccccccccccccne

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
" — — — —

- We weleome the children regeently baptized:

We pray for thlS couple as they look forward to thelr

log damos la bignvgnida a los regeign wedding day:

bautizados:

‘) ’}\///

Oramos por esta pareja mientras esperan con
ansias el dia de su boda:

(/ /7/’///[

Ernesto Serrano y
Breanna N. Peterson
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s Tivo Become One
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Twenty-third Sunday in
Ordinary Time Free to Love

St. Paul must have understood today’s Gospel
very well. Like Jesus, he knew what being a disciple
would cost. It landed him in prison. Yet he seems to
have no regrets; he accepts that imprisonment as part
of his discipleship. Also like Jesus, he is not afraid to
ask others to take that discipleship seriously. And he is
not ashamed to ask a favor: Would Philemon accept his
runaway slave, Onesimus, back into his home? Not just
as a slave, but as a member of his family. He shame-
lessly calls himself a prisoner for Christ five times in the
short letter (three times in our reading). If that didn’t tug
Philemon’s heartstrings, Paul also calls himself an old
man.

In the Gospel, Jesus talks about the cost of dis-
cipleship. Paul takes that a step further; he reminds us
to accept that cost freely. He could have ordered his
friend to free the slave. Paul was an apostle, a leader in
the early church. Instead of giving an order, he called
on Philemon to respond freely to his request. Perhaps
we can learn from that example.

Like Paul, when Jesus commands us to love
one another, he leaves us free to accept that challenge.
Remember, he always says, “Love one another, as |
have loved you” (John 13:34). Jesus was never com-
pelled to cure anyone or forgive their sins. No one or-
dered him to feed the hungry with loaves and fishes or
raise Lazarus from the dead. Yet how often do we go to
church because we were told we have to? Do we volun-
teer for the picnic only because the pastor twists our
arm? Or do we love Jesus so much that we volunteer to
help without being asked? Do we love Jesus enough to
invite others to follow him?

We can live life just doing what we have to. Or
when Jesus offers us a new motive—Ilove for God be-
cause God loves us—we can choose to follow him
freely. In John’s Gospel, there is no Agony in the Gar-
den. He shows us that Jesus chose to obey his Father
and willingly took up the cross. Let us ask the Spirit to
fill us with the freedom to love.

Vigésimo Tercer Domingo del
Tiempo Ordinario
Libres para Amar

San Pablo debié comprender muy bien el Evan-
gelio de hoy. Al igual que Jesus, sabia lo que costaria ser
discipulo. Hasta lo llevo a la carcel. Sin embargo, parece
no estar arrepentido; acepta ese encarcelamiento como
parte de su discipulado. También, como Jesus, no tiene
miedo de pedir a otros que tomen en serio ese discipu-
lado. Y no le da verglienza pedir un favor: ; Aceptaria
Filemon a su esclavo fugitivo, Onésimo, de vuelta en su
casa? No solo como esclavo, sino como miembro de su
familia. No le da verguienza llamarse prisionero de Cristo
cinco veces en esta breve carta (tres veces en la lectura
de hoy). Si eso no conmueve a Filemon, Pablo también
se llama anciano.

En el Evangelio, Jesus habla del precio del discip-
ulado. Pablo va un paso mas alla; nos recuerda que
debemos aceptar ese precio libremente. Podria haberle
ordenado a su amigo que liberara al esclavo. Pablo era
un apostol, un lider en la Iglesia primitiva. En lugar de
darle una orden, le pidi6é a Filemoén que respondiera libre-
mente a su peticién. Quizas podamos aprender de ese
ejemplo.

Al igual que Pablo, cuando Jesus nos manda am-
arnos unos a otros, nos da la libertad de aceptar ese reto.
Recuerden, siempre dice: “Amense unos a los otros, co-
mo yo los he amado” (Juan 13,34). Jesus nunca se vio
obligado a curar a nadie ni a perdonar sus pecados.
Nadie le ordend alimentar a los hambrientos con panes y
peces ni resucitar a Lazaro. Lo hizo por amor. Sin embar-
go, ¢con qué frecuencia vamos a la iglesia porque nos
dicen que tenemos que ir? ;Nos ofrecemos ser voluntari-
os para el picnic solo porque el parroco nos suplica? ;0
amamos tanto a Jesus que nos ofrecemos a ayudar sin
que nos lo pidan? ; Amamos a Jesus lo suficiente como
para invitar a otros a seguirlo?

Podemos vivir la vida simplemente haciendo lo
que tenemos que hacer. O cuando Jesus nos ofrece una
nueva motivacion —amar a Dios porque Dios nos ama—
podemos elegir seguirlo libremente. Durante su Pasion,
Jesus nos mostré que eligié obedecer a su Padre y tomé
voluntariamente la cruz. Pidamos al Espiritu Santo que
nos llene de la libertad de amar.
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BisHOP HICKS’ COLUMN SEPTEMBER 2025 THE
LEO EFFECT: REFLECTING AFTER 100 DAYS

In the world of leadership, there is a common practice: after the first one hundred days in of-
fice, we pause to reflect. What direction is this new leader taking us in? What tone has been set? Where might we be
headed?

In these early months, we are beginning to see the kind of shepherd God has given us. The “Leo Effect,” as | like to
call it, is the fruit of his presence. It is the blessings, the new stirrings, and the hopeful signs already emerging in our
Church and in our world.

At a recent Presbyteral Council meeting, one of our Augustinian priests told me that, since Pope Leo is himself an Au-
gustinian, they have noticed a marked increase in young men expressing interest in the priesthood. That is the Leo Effect
in action. These are ripples of inspiration that move from Rome all the way to local parishes and communities like ours.

Another question | have been asked many times in recent weeks is this: will Pope Leo XIV choose Chicagoland as the
first place he visits? People have wondered if he might return to his roots in the south suburbs, visit his old neighborhood
in Dolton, grab a slice of his favorite pizza, or even celebrate Mass at White Sox Park. As wonderful as that would be, and
as much as | would personally love to see it, | usually remind people that his first stop is more likely to be a place in urgent
need of healing, reconciliation, or peace. Perhaps the Holy Land, perhaps Ukraine, or perhaps another corner of the world
that needs his pastoral presence. But who knows? The Holy Spirit guides these journeys, and for now we simply wait in
joyful anticipation.

. People close to Pope Leo have said, “He listens more than he talks.” That in itself is part of the Leo Effect. In an age of
noise and constant headlines, the witness of a leader who listens deeply is striking. His way of leadership is not rooted in
quick soundbites but in steady gestures of closeness and compassion. Early in his pontificate, he celebrated Mass with
the homeless and then shared a meal with them. He has spoken often of the “fire of love” that must burn within us, not a .
. fire that remains hidden, but one that spreads outward in compassion, justice, and peace.

Another sign of the Leo Effect is his bridge-building across cultures. Born in the United States, formed as a missionary .
in Peru, and shaped by the Augustinian spirit of community and humility, Pope Leo embodies the universality of the
Church. His very life story unites North and South America, English and Spanish, tradition, and modernity.

Pope Leo has also expressed concern about pressing global issues. He has spoken about the moral questions sur-
rounding artificial intelligence, reminding us not to allow technology, money, or power to displace God. He has called for
peace in conflict zones, urging the world to pursue reconciliation. He has also reminded us that the greatness of the
Church is not measured in status or wealth, but in holiness and service. Recently, he approved a new Mass for the Care
of Creation, highlighting his commitment to safeguarding our common home and encouraging all believers to pray and act
for the protection of God’s earth.

At the same time, he has shown deep respect for tradition. When he walked out onto the balcony of St. Peter’s, he
reclaimed the use Bishop Hicks’ Column September 2025 The Leo Effect: Reflecting After 100 Days of the mozzetta, a
traditional papal vestment symbolizing continuity with history. He also revived the ancient practice of personally bestowing
the pallium on new archbishops. These gestures remind us that while Pope Leo leads the Church into new challenges, he
remains anchored in her history and symbols. His leadership balances continuity with creativity.

Many have also noted his warmth and relatability. He is approachable, enjoys simple pastimes like baseball, tennis,
and word games, and speaks plainly from the heart. These touches of humanity remind us that the pope is not a distant
figure but a pastor walking with his flock.

The Leo Effect is nothing less than the Holy Spirit reminding us that God is alive and active in His Church. And just as
the world pauses after one hundred days to reflect on a leader, let us pause to recognize the Spirits work through Pope
Leo XIV. As we pray for our new Holy Father, let us also commit ourselves to being open to the impact the Leo Effect can
have on our own lives, to become people of unity, compassion, and love that set the world aflame.




Page 6 September 7, 2025

COLUMNA DEL OBISPO HICKS SEPTIEMBRE 2025
EL EFECTO LEO: REFLEXION DESPUES DE 100

En el mundo del liderazgo, hay una practica comun: después de los primeros cien dias en el
cargo, nos detenemos a reflexionar. ¢ En qué direccion nos esta llevando este nuevo lider? ;Qué
tono se ha establecido? ¢ Hacia donde nos dirigimos?

En estos primeros meses, estamos comenzando a ver el tipo de pastor que Dios nos ha dado. El "Efecto Leo", como me
gusta llamarlo, es el fruto de su presencia. Son las bendiciones, los nuevos impulsos y los signos esperanzadores que ya
estan surgiendo en nuestra Iglesia y en nuestro mundo.

En una reunién reciente del Consejo Presbiteral, uno de nuestros sacerdotes agustinos me dijo que, dado que el Papa
Ledn es agustino, han notado un aumento en los hombres jovenes que expresan interés en el sacerdocio. Ese es el Efecto
Leo en accién. Estas son ondas de inspiracion que se mueven desde Roma hasta las parroquias y comunidades locales
como la nuestra.

Otra pregunta que me han hecho muchas veces en las Ultimas semanas es esta: ;elegira el Papa Ledn XIV Chicago
como el primer lugar que visite? La gente se ha preguntado si podria regresar a sus raices en los suburbios del sur, visitar
su antiguo vecindario en Dolton, tomar una rebanada de su pizza favorita o incluso celebrar misa en el parque de los White
Sox. Por maravilloso que sea, y por mucho que personalmente me encantaria verlo, generalmente le recuerdo a la gente
que es mas probable que su primera parada sea un lugar con necesidad urgente de sanacion, reconciliacion o paz. Tal vez
Tierra Santa, tal vez Ucrania, o tal vez otro rincon del mundo que necesita su presencia pastoral. Pero, §quién sabe? El
Espiritu Santo guia estos viajes, y por ahora simplemente esperamos con gozosa anticipacion.

Personas cercanas al Papa Ledn han dicho: "Escucha mas de lo que habla". Eso en si mismo es parte del efecto Leo.
En una era de ruido y titulares constantes, el testimonio de un lider que escucha profundamente es sorprendente. Su forma
de liderazgo no se basa en frases rapidas, sino en gestos constantes de cercania y compasion. Al principio de su pontifica-
do, celebré misa con las personas sin hogar y luego compartié una comida con ellos. Ha hablado a menudo del "fuego del
amor" que debe arder dentro de nosotros, no un fuego que permanece oculto, sino uno que se extiende hacia afuera en
compasion, justicia y paz.

Otro signo del efecto Leo es su construccion de puentes entre culturas. Nacido en los Estados Unidos, formado como
misionero en Peru y moldeado por el espiritu agustiniano de comunidad y humildad, el Papa Ledn encarna la universalidad
de la Iglesia. La historia de su vida une América del Norte y del Sur, el inglés y el espafiol, la tradicién y la modernidad.

El Papa Ledn también ha expresado su preocupacion por los problemas globales urgentes. Ha hablado sobre las cues-
tiones morales que rodean a la inteligencia artificial, recordandonos que no debemos permitir que la tecnologia, el dinero o
el poder desplacen a Dios. Ha pedido la paz en las zonas de conflicto, instando al mundo a buscar la reconciliacién.
También nos ha recordado que la grandeza de la Iglesia no se mide en estatus o riqueza, sino en santidad y servicio.
Recientemente, aprobd una nueva Misa para el Cuidado de la Creacioén, destacando su compromiso de salvaguardar nues-
tra casa comun y animando a todos los creyentes a orar y actuar por la proteccion de la tierra de Dios.

Al mismo tiempo, ha mostrado un profundo respeto por la tradicion. Cuando sali6 al balcon de San Pedro, recuperé el
uso de la Columna del Obispo Hicks Septiembre 2025 El Efecto Leo: Reflexion después de 100 dias mozzetta, una ves-
timenta papal tradicional que simboliza la continuidad con la historia. También revivi6 la antigua practica de otorgar person-
almente el palio a los nuevos arzobispos. Estos gestos nos recuerdan que, si bien el Papa Ledn lleva a la Iglesia a nuevos
desafios, permanece anclado en su historia y simbolos. Su liderazgo equilibra la continuidad con la creatividad.

Muchos también han notado su calidez y capacidad de relacidon. Es accesible, disfruta de pasatiempos simples como el
béisbol, el tenis y los juegos de palabras, y habla claramente desde el corazén. Estos toques de humanidad nos recuerdan
que el Papa no es una figura distante, sino un pastor que camina con su rebafio.

El Efecto Leo es nada menos que el Espiritu Santo recordandonos que Dios esta vivo y activo en Su Iglesia. Y asi como
el mundo hace una pausa después de cien dias para reflexionar sobre un lider, hagamos una pausa para reconocer la obra
del Espiritu a través del Papa Ledn XIV. Mientras oramos por nuestro nuevo Santo Padre, comprometamonos también a
estar abiertos al impacto que el Efecto Leo puede tener en nuestras propias vidas, para convertirnos en personas de unidad,
compasién y amor que incendien el mundo.
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No matter how much
you’'re hurting

No Marriage is ond Hope

REFROUVATLIE

OLIET ILLINOIS

There is a light at the
end of the tunnel.

##blessedinRETROspect
#RetrouvailleJoliet

Retrouvaille is a program designed to help married couples who
are struggling. We will help you learn to communicate on a deeper
level, approach conflict constructively, build a stronger marriage,
and rediscover the love you once had for each other.

Our Joliet area weekend is coming this September 19th — 21st, 2025
HelpOurMarriage.org

For more information, call us at 815-246-2080
or visit us at HelpOurMarriage.org

815-246-2080

UNDY SUNDAY 2025

October 19, 2025 (Schools: week of October 13 — 17, 2025)

Most people take things like underwear for granted. At Catholic Charities, we have found that 3
low-income families and seniors living on poverty-level incomes do not spend maney on underwear _
and desperately need it v

Last year, 50 parishes, schools, and organizations participated in the program. The collection
makes a huge difference in the lives of our clients, and we pray that we can provide these much-

N ds
\\ 'q/ /

lieve that God sent ué Grundparenis
As our legacy from above,

To register to host a collection drive for Undy Sunday, click herel s u n d a y : - To share the moments of our life,
= As extra measures of His love.

Thank you so much for your help and generosity!

needed items again this year. 7

For more information on Undy Sunday or how you can help with a donation, please email
Stephanie Hook at shook@cc-doj.org

Sponsored by Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet k% -Author Unknown
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TU, SENOR, ME SALVASTE DE. LA MUERTE Y A PUNTO DE MORIR, ME REVIVISTE!

OUR SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST DESTROYED DEATH AND BROUGHT LIFE TO LIGHT THROUGH THE GOSPEL!

o S g g
OPERATION

ANDREW
DINNER

UWhal are you looking for?"
Fokn 7-38

September 25, 6-8pm
Queen of Apostles Parish
18 Woodlawn Ave, Joliet, IL
60435

Young men and their fathers
are invited to join Bishop
Dennis Spies and several
area priests for dinner,
conversation, and
testimonials about their own
vocation stories. There will be
opportunity for a question-and-
answer session and meeting
other young men open to the
priesthood.

Open to high school and

young adult age men and reo que Dios nos envi6 a los Abuelos
their fathers. / Como herencia de lo alto,
g ara compartir los momentos de nuestra vida,
(SJ CRO & fdh = * Como medida extra de Su amor.
code

to RSVP.

-Autor Desconocido. <
'& &




