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In Matthew 18:21–35, Peter asks Jesus how many times he should forgive someone who sins
against him, wondering if seven times is enough. Jesus answers, “Not seven times, but
seventy times seven,” reminding us that forgiveness is not something we keep a tally of. The
parable of the unforgiving servant shows us how easily we can accept God’s forgiveness
while struggling to offer that same forgiveness to others.

There is an old pastor joke about a pastor who was asked by a church member, “Pastor, how
many times am I supposed to forgive someone who keeps doing the same thing to me?” The
pastor smiled and said, “Jesus tells us seventy times seven.” The person thought about it for a
moment and replied, “Okay, Pastor, but what happens on number seventy times eight?” The
pastor laughed and said, “I guess that’s when you come back and ask me again!” Sometimes
we would really like forgiveness to come with a limit, especially when someone keeps getting
on our nerves. But Jesus reminds us that forgiveness is not about keeping score.

Forgiveness does not mean that what happened was okay, but it means we choose not to let
anger and resentment control our hearts. As Christians, we forgive because God has first
forgiven us through Jesus Christ. This passage challenges us to live with the same grace,
mercy, and forgiveness that God continually gives to us.

– Minister Matthew Rolfson
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At the beginning of Genesis, the earth is described as “formless and void,” covered in darkness and
deep waters. Yet even in that seeming emptiness, God was present: the Spirit—or wind—of God
moved over the waters. Then God spoke: “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:1–3). Before the world was
ordered, filled, and alive, God’s presence and God’s Word were already at work.

This reminds us that sound is far more than background noise. In Scripture, God speaks creation
into being; His Word brings light, order, beauty, and life. Throughout the Bible, God’s people
respond with sound as well—through prayer, proclamation, singing, instruments, joyful shouts, and
quiet confession. Worship is a holy conversation: God speaks to His people through His Word, and
His people answer in faith and praise.

For this reason, we can give thanks for our church’s new sound system. It is not simply new
equipment; it is a practical tool that helps the congregation hear God’s Word clearly, join together
in song confidently, and participate more fully in worship. When sound is clear and thoughtfully
used, it can remove distractions and help make space for the message of Christ to be heard.

Our goal is not to draw attention to technology, but to support and enhance worship of the One
who spoke all things into being. May this new sound system serve our church by facilitating clear
proclamation, enabling wholehearted participation, and enhancing our shared praise to God.

--Benjamin Bradley
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Pastor Brad Dokken, most recently of Bismarck’s WND
ELCA Bishop’s Office, has answered the interim call for
First Lutheran Church right here in Watford City, ND. As
many will remember, Pastor Dokken served the Watford
City Area Parish as youth director from 2000-2004. We
look forward to welcoming him during the first week of

November 2026!


