
THE CLARION 
A Word From The Minister                                                                                                                        

"Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep...I came that they may 
have life, and have it abundantly. ”- John 10:7,10 

 
Grace and Peace to You,  

I have been noticing that winter has been trying to end and Spring has been fighting its way in. The 
passage I chose for this month gave me an image of Spring and I thought I would share with you a 
little reflection on the change of the season. Spring teaches us that life does not end in the bar-
renness of winter. In much the same way, Jesus speaks to us in this passage as both the Shep-
herd and the Gate. The one who leads, protects, and opens the way into true life. Jesus reminds 
us that His sheep know His voice. The question for us is not whether God is speaking, but whether 
we are listening. To enter through Christ, the gate, is to trust Him, to step away from the false 
promises that leave us empty and instead walk toward the abundant life He offers. This abun-
dance is not measured in possessions or success, but in peace, purpose, and relationship with 
God. Just as the fields begin to awaken and the work of the land resumes, we are invited to exam-
ine what we are cultivating in our own lives. Ok, that is the farmer in me talking. However, are we 
following the voice of the Shepherd, or are we wandering towards those silly voices that divide? 
Abundant life begins not with striving, but with trust. It grows when we listen, follow, and remain 
close to the Shepherd who knows us by name. May this season, that is trying its best to come, be 
one where you hear His voice more clearly and find yourself walking in the fullness of life He 
promises.  
 

Yours in Christ,  

Minister Matthew Rolfson  
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WORSHIP 
SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Sunday, May 3 
9:30 am—Worship/Communion 

10:30 am—Fellowship 
 

Sunday, May 10 
9:30 am—Worship 

10:30 am—Fellowship 
 

Sunday, May 17 
9:30 am—Worship/Communion 

10:30 am—Fellowship 
 

Sunday, May 24 
9:30 am – Worship 

10:30 am – Fellowship 
 
 

Sunday, May 31 
9:30 am – Worship 

10:30 am – Fellowship 
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Mailing: P.O. Box 441, Watford City, ND 58854  

Physical: 212 2nd Street NW, Watford City, ND 58854  

Office Phone: (701)444 - 3244  

Minister Matthew ’s Office Hours:  

Mon. & Thurs., 9 am - 2 pm 

Friday by Appointment Only  

Reg. Office Hours:  Mon. - Thurs., 9 am —2pm 

Facebook: First Lutheran Church  

Website: www.flcwc.church  

Email: office@flcwc.church  

Synod Authorized Minister -  Matthew Rolfson  

Secretary – Lindsay Thall  

Website & App Manager – Ardyce Alveshere   
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Nolan Dahl 5/2 
Steve Holan 5/2 

Amelia Honstein 5/2 
McKayla Haugeberg 5/3 

Weston Polivka 5/3 
Philip Riely 5/3 

Edward Schilke 5/4 
Collin Ledahl-Berger 5/5 

Jager Shattuck 5/5 
Daina Swenson 5/5 
Kelly Peterson 5/6 
Sharon Brown 5/7 
Scott Wisness 5/7 

Arnold Swenson 5/8 
JB Johnson 5/9 
Liam Ledahl 5/11 
Lilly Ledahl 5/11 

Gretchen Stenehjem 5/12 
Milana Johnson 5/14 

Kimberly Bryson-Rolfson 5/15 
Beverly Olson 5/15 

Amanda Shattuck 5/15 

Robert Wisness 5/16 
Judy Dahl 5/17 

Jeffery Kummer 5/17 
Oliver Roscoe 5/18 

Griffin Tschetter 5/19 
Maria Berglund 5/20 

Neil Dahl 5/20 
Nathan Hill 5/20 

Debra Larsen 5/20 
Kevin Sullivan 5/20 
Darren Curren 5/21 

Jarvis Sorenson 5/21 
John Johnston 5/23 

Harper Lass 5/25 
Elyce Linseth 5/26 

Camden Polivka 5/27 
Levi Forbes 5/29 

Shane Jorgenson 5/29 
Alyssa Holen 5/30 

Matthew Wisness 5/30 
Nathan Dahl 5/31 

Kally Sorenson 5/31 

On April 21st, we had the honor of having Stephen & Lara Nash visit First Lu-
theran Church. Stephen & Lara are Bible Translator Missionaries who travel 
all over the world with their young family sharing God ’s Word. Stephen is a 
Data Analyst/Researcher & Lara is a City Connector. Their positions allow 
them to seek out areas in need of Bible translation in specific languages not 
available at the moment along with preparing language assessments to in-
vestigate possibilities for Bible Translation & language development. To read 
more about The Nash Family or to donate to their mission , scan the QR to 
the right.  

Missionaries Visit First Lutheran Church 
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Message from the Minister 

By Minister Matt  

 

Welcome to the 
Youth Ministry  

Corner!!  

Hello Beloved Children of God,  
 
Have you ever tried calling a pet, like a dog or a cat? I had a German Sheperd named Sophie and if I said 
her name she would come running when she heard my voice. However, I noticed that if a stranger tried 
calling her, she usually ignored them. Jesus says we are like sheep, and He is our Shepherd. That means 
He takes care of us, keeps us safe, and knows each of us by name. Out of everyone in the whole world 
Jesus knows you!  
Sometimes life can feel confusing. There are lots of “voices ” telling us what to do. That may be our 
friends, a TV show, the internet, and even our own feelings. But Jesus wants us to listen for His voice the 
one that speaks with love, kindness, and truth.  
And here ’s the best part: Jesus says He came to give us a full and happy life! That doesn ’t mean every-
thing is always easy, but it means we are never alone. Our Shepherd is always with us. So, the next time 
you hear your name, remember Jesus knows you, loves you, and is always calling you to follow Him.  
And just like a good shepherd who takes care of sheep, or you may be taking care of your pet. Jesus is 
taking care of you every single day.  

“I am the good shepherd. The good Shepherd calls his sheep by name...and 
the sheep follow him because they know his voice.. – John 10:3 - 4 

Easter Resurrection Gardens 
HOLY WEEK 2026 – Wednesday Evening Worship on 
April 1st our normal schedule looked a bit different. 
Instead of a worship service, our youth & adults 
created resurrection gardens out of numerous 

items such as plants, soil, 
cups to help create a tomb, 
rocks & sticks.  
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FLC Forty Forty Challenge 

LENT FORTY FORTY CHALLENGE – This year, a group of 
members of First Lutheran Church participated in the 
40- 40 Challenge. This began on Ash Wednesday & con-
tinued all the way to Easter. During that time, each 
challenger would set aside time to walk or un 1 mile per 
day. They would read daily scripture that was assigned 
to them out of the Book of Acts. This was a time for self 
reflection & to bring your closer to God ’s Word. This 
challenge is able to be done as a group or as individu-
als. If you would like to know more about Forty Forty, 
go to www.fortyfortychallenge.com. (Pictured is some 
of our participants from the challenge. Anne Beard, 
Lynn Haugeberg, Sue Jorgenson , Jennifer Sorenson & 
Steve Stenehjem.)  
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Easter with FLC 

EASTER SUNDAY –  Easter this year, came a bit earlier than normal 
on April 5th. It was a beautiful, busy morning with a full house & a 
joyful congregation. Cindy Geiger helped to coordinate an amazing 
french toast & sausage brunch which included a homemade Kulich 
by Anastasia Johnson. Kulich is a traditional Russian Easter bread 
which is significant to Anastasia ’s culture. There were also plenty 
of helpful hands this year including Birch Tschetter, heading up 
clean up duty & little Miss Molly Romine, doing her best to make 
sure all the tables were clean. Thank You to all who were able to 
join us for another memorable Easter Service.  



May 2026  I Monthly Newsletter for First Lutheran Church                                                                          Pg 9 



May 2026  I Monthly Newsletter for First Lutheran Church                                                                        Pg 10 

MAY 

VOLUNTEER SIGNUP 

Giving a Helping Hand  

 

 

3rd Communion 

Reader: Ben Honstein 

Greeter: Cindy Geiger 

Usher/Communion: 
**AVAILABLE** 

Slideshow: Kevin Sullivan 

Fellowship: Welca &              
Committee’s 

 

10th 

Reader: Benjamin Bradley  

Greeter/Usher: Donna Slais 

Slideshow: **AVAILABLE** 

Fellowship: Kathleen Johnson 
& Gretchen Stenehjem 

 

17th Communion 

Reader: **AVAILABLE** 

Greeter: **AVAILABLE** 

Usher/Communion:  
**AVAILABLE** 

Slideshow: **AVAILABLE** 

Fellowship: Carol Sanford 

 

24th 

Reader: **AVAILABLE** 

Greeter/Usher: **AVAILABLE** 

Slideshow: **AVAILABLE** 

Fellowship: **AVAILABLE** 

 

31st 

Reader: **AVAILABLE** 

Greeter/Usher: **AVAILABLE** 

Slideshow: **AVAILABLE** 

Fellowship: **AVAILABLE** 

April 2026 Spotlight 

Marcia Hellandsaas 
Val Williams 
Donna Slais 
Cindy Geiger 
Carol Sanford 

We just wanted to take the time to recognize all of our April Volunteers              
&  Special Musical Performers to say,                                                        

“Thank You!! We couldn’t do it without you!”  

Jeremy Olson 
Glen & Anne Beard 
David & Celeste Berg 
Kevin Sullivan 
Sue Jorgenson 

Joy Patten 
Ardyce Alveshere 
FLC Choir 
John Yale 
FLC Choir Ladies 

Introducing our 2026 Council Representatives, are a group of individ-
uals  who have s tepped forward in faith to help guide our congrega-
tion into this year. With hearts rooted in service and eyes fixed on 
God’s purpose, they will help shape the life and ministry of our 
church. We look forward to what God will accomplish through their 
leadership and our shared commitment to faith. First Row: Cara 
Transtrom, Joy Patten, Ardyce Alveshere, Sue Jorgenson, Lorri Hon-
stein, Donna Slais & Birch Tschetter. Second Row: Minister Matthew 
Rolfson, Robin Schwartz, Steve Williams & Kevin Sullivan. If you 
would like to contact any of them, please go to our website. 
www.flcwc.church , listed under “Who We Are —Council Members ”. 


