
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Garden Tour is a major fundraiser for the Great Barrier Island Community Health Trust to purchase 

equipment for use on the Island.  It has become a very popular event and national and international 

celebrities who have participated in the past tours, quote that it is 'a must-do event' for every keen 

gardener - and even if you’re not, you’ll so enjoy looking at the creativity and beauty of these island 

gardens.  

Not only are we enjoying the Garden Tour we are also exploring just some of the many delights that 

Great Barrier Island has to offer - local walks along beautiful bays, beaches and bush, local brewery 

and the world renown local Island Gin Distillery.   

Price includes return flights, 2 night’s accommodation, garden tour, charity dinner on Friday night, 

lunch on the tour and transport on the island.  

 

Great Barrier Island 

Garden Tour Weekend Itinerary 

Nov 27th to Nov 29th 2026 

$1545.00 per person 

   (Includes return flights to Auckland) 

 

 

 

 



Fri Nov 27th Garden Tour Itinerary 

Day One - Arrival Day 

Cost 

9.00am 

 

Arrive at the Auckland Domestic Airport for our flights. We are all booked to fly at 

10.00am.  Please be there at least an hour beforehand.   

Group flight 

included 

10.30am Our hired vehicles will be waiting at the Claris airport.   
 
 

Paid 

11.00am 

 

 

 

12.00pm 

 

 

 

 

1.30pm 

 

We then drive in convoy to our accommodation at Curragh Irish Pub in Tryphena.  

Tryphena is the hub of Great Barrier Island and our accommodation is right in the 

middle of it.  Each person has been assigned a room (twin share or triple share).   

Once we have settled in we can go next door to the cafe before heading off on our 

walk along the Tryphena Path.  

This lovely 4km easy track takes us along the beach, through little bush tracks, on 

boardwalks and along streets.  We walk all the way to Mulberry Grove where there 

is a small library, a shop and a cafe.  This is a great spot for afternoon tea before 

we head back to the start at Pah Rd - an excellent way to explore Tryphena. 

We will buy some breakfast food and wine and nibbles from the little shop next to 

our accommodation.  We can share the cost for this. 

We head off for a gin tasting at the local Island Gin distillery.  Island Gin is world 

renown having won both Gold and Double Gold awards for its unique smooth 

tasting gin.  Gin tasting is booked for 2.00pm at 64 Gray Road, Kaitoke. 

Accm paid 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shared cost 

for groceries 

Gin tasting 

own cost.. 

4.00pm  We arrive back at our accommodation, time to relax and get ready for the Charity 

Dinner held at the Curragh Irish Pub.  

 

Dinner Paid 

Sat 28th Nov Day Two 

Nikau Tour. 

 

7.00am 

 

8.00am 

Breakfast at our accommodation.  We need to leave and be at the Claris Medical 

Centre by 8.30am to register and get our goodie bags. 

The Nikau Tour: Good basic fitness requires walking some distances but on 

relatively flat terrain. Six wonderful gardens ranging from those with extensive 

vistas to tranquil quiet spaces. Geographically involves central and southern Aotea 

Great Barrier. 

We will also have our own paper bag lunch that is part of the trip. 

Shared cost 

 

Transport 

paid. 

Tour paid 

 

Lunch Paid 

4.30pm Our tour arrives back at Claris and we will drive back to our accommodation where 

we can relax and get ready to go out for dinner at our Irish Pub. 

 

 

 

 

Transport 

paid    

Dinner own 

cost 



Sun 29th Nov Day Three  

Local Market - Exploring the local area - Flying home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.00pm 

 

4.00pm 

5.00pm 

Breakfast at our accommodation before we check out and head off exploring for 
the day.  You might like to bring your togs and towel, walking pole and a jacket if 
the weather doesn’t look too good.  Wear suitable walking shoes.  
 
On our way out of Tryphena we’ll stop and do the Station Rock Walkway - a short 
walk to the top with awesome views over Tryphena and Medlands. You might need 
a walking pole for this walk. 
 
From here we can drive to Medlands for a walk along the beach before driving to 
Claris for morning tea or lunch depending on the time. 
 
We can then either head out to the Mermaid Pool or the local Art Gallery or the 
Milk, Honey and Grain local museum.  This museum showcases the fascinating 
history of Great Barrier’s early settlers. 
 
Then it’s time for a visit to Aotea Brewery for a bit of a beer tasting session before 

we head to the airport. 

We need to be at the airport in time by 4pm, an hour before our flight back to 

Auckland at 5.00pm.   

We arrive at Auckland Domestic Airport at 5.30pm.   

Own cost 

 

Transport 

paid. 

 

 

 

 

 

Flights 

included 

 

 

 

Gear List:  This is not a gear list as such - more just an idea of what you might need/want to bring 

Suitable clothes for our exploring walks on Fri and Sun and our Garden Tour on Saturday.                                                                                     

eg: shorts, casual tops/t’shirts, windbreaker jacket, raincoat or waterproof jacket, warm zip up polar fleece type 

jacket, walking sandals (like teva’s) or shoes, sunhat.  Some women wear pretty summery dresses on the Garden 

Tours. 

Charity Dinner clothes eg: casual but smart - a dress or skirt and top or trousers/jeans and top, footwear 

Extra’s: Night attire, toiletries/make-up, book/kindle, torch, phone and charger, walking pole - optional, day pack, 

sunscreen, sunglasses, water bottle, your own takeaway coffee cup (cafes on GBI do not supply takeaway cups 

anymore, togs and small towel, (bath towels and bedding are provided) 

Note:  We are allowed a 7kg carry on bag on our flight and a checked in bag.  If you bring a checked in bag 

as well then please keep it under 12kg.  The cars we are hiring are small and there is not much room for 

luggage. 

*Itinerary is subject to change – please read our accompanying Booking Conditions that form part of this 

trip. 


