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SEPTEMBER 9 

Picnic Luncheon 
12:00-1:00  

 

Exhibitor 

Mossy Oak Properties 
 

Location 

Mt. Zion Fletcher 
Park Pavilion 

 

Caterer 

Crawford’s Pizza 
 

Member cost $15 
RSVP by noon Tues., 9/8/26 

 
 

 
SEPTEMBER 4 

Mt. Zion Teacher & Staff 
Appreciation Sponsorships 

Due 

SEPTEMBER 23 
Prayer Breakfast 

 Sponsorships Due 

President’s Message 

  Laura Cullison 

continued on page 3 

Talking More Than You Listen 
 
It’s natural to want to explain what you do. After all, that’s why you’re there, right? 

Not exactly. 

While a conversation about what you do is easy for both sides, people remember how you 
made them feel far longer than they remember your list of services. If you dominate the con-
versation, you’ve missed the opportunity to learn what matters to the other person. You’ve 
failed to recognize what could have become an open door to future connections and business. 

Hello everyone! 

Can you believe summer is already winding down? Where did it go? Fall is right around the 
corner, although I’m sure Mother Nature isn’t quite finished with those warm days just yet. 

Speaking of summer, our 3rd Annual Golf Outing was a HUGE success! We couldn’t have 
asked for better weather, and we had such a fun day on the course. A BIG thank you to all of 
our sponsors, volunteers, and golfers who came out and supported the Chamber. Your support 
means so much! 

And now for some exciting Chamber news! We are thrilled to announce that Kyle Karsten is 
returning to the Chamber Board as our Vice President! Kyle has been a tremendous leader 
and supporter of the Mt. Zion Chamber, and we are so excited to welcome him back. We look 
forward to having his experience, energy, and leadership back on the team! 

Of course, we’re already looking ahead. Mark your calendars for August 23, 2027, for our 4th 

 
OCTOBER 14 
LUNCHEON 

“Marketing Panel” 
Antioch Christian Church 

 

Networking Tips 

continued on page 5 
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September 2026 Luncheon 

The September 9, 2026 luncheon will be at the Mt. Zion Fletcher Park Pavilion. The cost of our luncheon 

is $15.   Registration is from 11:30 - 12 noon.  The picnic lunch opens at 11:45.  The luncheon starts at 

12 noon.  It will be catered by Crawford’s Pizza.  

Let’s have some fun and enjoy a more relaxed picnic-style luncheon.  We will network and  get to know 

each other better by telling  about ourselves and one fun thing about yourself, your business’s products 

and services, what new skills you have learned and/or new things that are happening at your businesses, ask questions, and share 

ideas for MZCC.   

Please send your RSVP to mtzionilchamber@gmail.com by Tuesday, September 8th or submit your reservation on our website at 

https://www.mtzionchamber.org/meetings.  Be sure to send me your RSVP information with all the names of those attending from 

your business or organization so they can be included on the Attendee List. You can pay in advance at Event Registration - Mt. Zion 

Chamber of Commerce (chamberorganizer.com); or optionally, you can still be invoiced or pay at the door. 

President’s Message continued from page 1 

Annual Golf Outing. We hope to see all of our familiar faces again, along with some new golfers. More golf, more laughs, and 
hopefully just as good of weather! 

We have a LOT happening with your Chamber this fall, starting with our September luncheon. This month is all about network-
ing and conversation, so there won’t be a guest speaker. Instead, we’ll have time to catch up, meet other members, and maybe 
discover that the person sitting next to you is someone you should have been doing business with all along! We’ll be outside at 
the Fletcher Park Pavilion, so come enjoy some lunch and good conversation with us. 

Then we have one of our special community events, the Annual Mt. Zion Community Prayer Breakfast on October 21st, featur-
ing Dr. Kelly Clark as our speaker. This is always a meaningful morning and a wonderful opportunity for our community to come 
together. 

And before we know it, we’ll be celebrating Veterans Day on November 11th with our Veterans Day Breakfast, featuring James 
Keith as our speaker. We look forward to coming together to honor the veterans in our community and saying a heartfelt thank 
you for their service and sacrifice. 

There is always something happening in Mt. Zion, and that’s one of the things I love about this community! Thank you for con-
tinuing to support the Chamber, our local businesses, and each other. When our businesses and community work together, 
good things happen — and there’s usually a little fun along the way! 
 

Warmly, 
Laura Cullison 

mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/meetings
https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_event.php?evid=104594325&orgcode=MTZI
https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_event.php?evid=104594325&orgcode=MTZI
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Announcements 

New Email Address  

We have a NEW email address for you to add to your email contact list.  It is 
ExecDir@mtzionchamber.org.  The mtzionilchamber@gmail.com email address will remain active for a 
few months. 

2026 MZCC Membership Data Verification  

The verification of your contact information continues as we have only received approvals from about 
half the membership for our upcoming Mt. Zion Chamber Membership Directory 6th Edition.  Please be 
sure to reply to the next verification email if you have not. 

2026 Mt. Zion Teacher & Staff Appreciation  

Information about this year’s sponsorships for the gift bags we distribute to the Mt. Zion School District 
teachers and staff is on page 8.  Sponsorships due September 4, 2026. 

2026 Mt. Zion Community Prayer Breakfast  

Information about this year’s annual Mt. Zion Community Prayer Breakfast on October 21, 2026 at the 
Mt. Zion Convention Center is on page 9.   Sponsorships are due on September 23, 2026.  Dr. Kelly Clark 
will be the speaker. Order or by your tickets or Table of Six by October 16, 2026. 

Mt. Zion Chamber Membership Directory 6th Edition  

Please order your ad for the Mt. Zion Chamber Membership Directory 6th Edition by October 26, 2026.  
Carolyn Ridenour owns Creative Media Services and has partnered with MZCC to publish our 
Membership Directory every other year for the past at least 12 years.  The directory will be distributed to 
our membership and the Mt. Zion/Decatur community.  The order form in on page 11 or at MZCCevents 
for download. 

mailto:ExecDir@mtzionchamber.org
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/MZCCevents
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Instead of launching into a rehearsed pitch, ask questions. 

• What brought you to today’s event? 

• What’s been keeping you busy lately? 

What’s something exciting happening in your business? 
People enjoy talking about themselves, and they’ll often volunteer information that helps you identify ways to help them or con-
nect them with someone else. 

Ironically, the less you talk about yourself, the more memorable you become. 

 

Treating Every Conversation Like A Sales Opportunity 
 
Few things end a conversation faster than realizing you’re being treated like a prospect instead of a person. 

Networking isn’t speed dating for sales. 

While most people will tell you the goal is more sales, you can’t start there. First, you want to build trust. The business owner you 
meet today may never become your customer. They might, however, refer five people to you over the next three years. They 
may become a strategic partner. They may invite you to speak to their organization. 

Those opportunities only happen when relationships come first. 

People buy from people they know, like, and trust. Networking helps create the “know” and like part. The trust takes time. 

 
Staying With People You Already Know 
 
It’s comfortable to walk into an event and immediately find coworkers, longtime members, or familiar faces. It’s also one of the 
easiest ways to limit your return on investment. 

Challenge yourself to meet at least three new people at every chamber event. 

If someone is standing alone, introduce yourself. If you see a group, ask if you can join the conversation. Most people appreciate 
someone taking the first step because they’re just as nervous as you are. 

This is critical at any networking event. After all, your next customer probably isn’t the person you’ve known for the last ten 
years. If they wanted to hire you, they already would have. 

 
Forgetting to Follow Up 
 
Networking doesn’t end when the event does. 

In fact, that’s when the real work begins. 

If you had a meaningful conversation with someone, don’t wait weeks to reconnect. Send a short 

continued on page 12 

Networking Tips continued from page 1 



 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS, VOLUNTEERS, 
RAFFLE & GOLFER GIFT BAG DONATIONS 

Hole Sponsors 

Air King, Inc. 
Better Homes and Gardens -- Randy Grigg 
Bevo's 
Decatur Orthopedic Center, LLC 
Dove, Inc. 
Dunn Company 
El Corral Mexican Restaurant 

JDM Custom Construction LLC 
Macon County Farm Bureau 
Main Place Real Estate 
Millikin University 
Mo Fiesta Taco Bell 
Passion Community Church 
Scott State Bank 

See Golf Outing pictures on page 13 and at www.facebook.com/mtzchamber. 

https://www.facebook.com/mtzchamber
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The Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce loves its member businesses and 

wants you to learn more about them by bringing you this month’s Mem-

ber Spotlight – Proven Medical. What if your doctor had more time for 

you? At Proven Medical, Dr. Dana Ray offers personalized, accessible 

care through a simple monthly membership. Enjoy longer visits, easier 

communication, and a physician who truly knows you and your health 

goals. Proven Medical is located at 151 West Village Parkway in Mt. Zion. 

Learn more at proven.llc or call 217-675-7285 today to get started.  



 



 



 

 

2026 MT. ZION COMMUNITY PRAYER BREAKFAST 

 Please be a sponsor of this year's Prayer Breakfast with Dr. Kelly Clark as our speaker. The 2026 Mt. Zion 
Community Prayer Breakfast on October 21, 2026 from 7-8 a.m. will be at the Mt. Zion Convention Center.  
Our caterer is Angelo’s Catering.   

   

  

  

  

Dr. Kelly Clark grew up in Texas.  Since Jr. High, he knew he wanted to become a dentist.  He served in the 
Marine Corps and the Army.  After graduating with his dental degree, he moved to Decatur in 2003 to start 
his private practice as an associate under Randy Van Alstine.  As Dr. Clark’s dental practice grew, they be-
came Decatur Dental Care. Christ is the central part of Kelly’s life, and he tries to reflect that relationship to 
the community. Dr. Kelly Clark will share his missionary work that he has been active in many different 
community events and construction of 14 new homes for families in need.  Songs will be sung by Zach Gar-
rett. 

To be a sponsor, please email me at ExecDir@mtzionchamber.org to let me know which sponsorship level 
you would like by September 23, 2026; they are on page 9.  There are three levels of sponsorships available 
for this year’s Prayer Breakfast.  HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital is our Gold Sponsor.  Each level of sponsorship 
contains a various number of tickets included in the sponsorship package as well as a different amount and 
kind of advertising, promotions, and mentions.  You will be invoiced.  You can download the Sponsorship 
Form at 2026 Prayer Breakfast Sponsorships (scroll down); then email me which sponsorship level you wish 
to have. 
 
Advance tickets only.  Individual tickets are $15 each.  The cost of a Table for 6 is $75.  Tickets or a Table of 
6 can be ordered by emailing mtzioinilchamber@gmail.com or by using the form at 2026 Prayer Breakfast 
Order Form; you will be invoiced.  To pay for your tickets, go to  Purchase 2026 Mt. Zion Community Prayer 
Breakfast Tickets or Tables (click on Register for this event).  Your ticket order will be mailed to you; if or-
dered close to the event, your tickets will be in Will Call.  Please purchase or order your tickets by October 
16, 2026. 

This is the 14th year Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce and HSHS St. Mary's Hospital, our Gold Sponsor, have 
scheduled this important community event.  Please plan on coming to hear Dr. Kelly Clark’s story. 
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mailto:ExecDir@mtzionchamber.org
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/MZCCevents
mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/prayer-breakfast
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/prayer-breakfast
https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_event.php?evid=104199619&orgcode=MTZI
https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_event.php?evid=104199619&orgcode=MTZI
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email. Connect on LinkedIn. Mention something specific you discussed. 

“Enjoyed meeting you at the chamber breakfast. I appreciated hearing about your expansion plans. I’d love to continue the con-
versation over coffee sometime.” 

Simple. Personal. Easy. 

Many business owners attend networking events regularly. The people who follow up are the ones who stand out. 

 
Focusing on What You Can Get Instead of What You Can Give 
 
The best networkers have a different mindset. 

Instead of asking, “Who can help me?” 

They ask, “Who can I help?” 

Introduce two people who would benefit from meeting each other. Recommend someone for a project that’s outside your ex-
pertise. Share someone’s social media post or attend their ribbon cutting. 

Generosity has a way of coming back around. Business communities thrive when members become connectors instead of collec-
tors. 

 
The Best Networking Tip Isn’t Really About Networking 
 
Every chamber has members who seem to know everyone. They walk into a room and conversations naturally begin. That’s 
probably because people can tell they’re genuinely interested in others. 

Approach networking with curiosity instead of an agenda. Ask thoughtful questions. Listen carefully. Look for ways to help before 
looking for ways to sell. 

You’ll build stronger relationships, earn more referrals, and discover that networking becomes much less about working the 
room and much more about becoming part of the community. 

Networking Tips continued from page 5 
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2026 Golf Outing 


