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NOVEMBER 12 
Luncheon 
12:00-1:00  

Location 
Mt. Zion Fletcher Park 

Recreation Center 
 

Speaker 

Jarek Shafer, City of Decatur 
Housing Rehabilitation  

Specialist 
 

Program 

Housing Rehabilitation 
Program 

Member cost $15 
RSVP by Tuesday, Nov. 11th 

 

NOVEMBER 3 
Chamber on the Rocks 

4:30-6:30 p.m.  
El Corral Mexican Restaurant 

NOVEMBER 11 
Veterans Day Breakfast 
Antioch Christian Church 

7-8 a.m. 

DECEMBER 8 
Last Day of 

Shop Local Contest 

DECEMBER 10 
Christmas Luncheon 

Mt. Zion Convention Center 
12-1 p.m. 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who supported and joined us for our Annual Mt. Zion Com-
munity Prayer Breakfast! What an amazing event in our community.  We were honored to wel-
come Michael Scherer as our guest speaker, who shared an inspiring message about faith, per-
severance, and how God shows up in amazing ways through life’s challenges. His faith and 
words were a meaningful reminder of what a life grounded in faith truly looks like during life’s 
ups and downs. 
  
Our gratitude also extends to HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital for being our Gold Sponsor.  Their gen-
erosity makes this event possible.  Thank you also to all of our local pastors, additional spon-
sors, and volunteers who also made this event possible. It was a wonderful morning of connec-
tion, reflection, and prayer — a true celebration of the spirit that unites Mt. Zion.  I also want 
to extend a special thank you to the committee of Board Members that planned the event.  
You all did a great job!! 
 

President’s Message 

Kyle Karsten 

continued on page 5 
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November 2025 Luncheon 

Join us for Margarita Monday for our 
Chamber on the Rocks on Mon., November 
3, 2025, at El Corral Mexican Restaurant, 
3655 East State Route 36, Decatur, IL 62521 
from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
 
Chamber on the Rocks is the perfect way to 
unwind and connect.  It's more than just a 
networking event; it's where conversations 
spark opportunities, and every clink of a 
glass celebrates the spirit of our local busi-
nesses.  Mark your calendars and join us for 
an evening of connections, conversations, 
and cocktails! 

The November 12, 2025, luncheon will be at the Mt. Zion Fletcher Park Recreation Center.  The cost is $15.   Registration is from 
11:30 - 12 noon.  The luncheon buffet opens at 11:45.  The luncheon starts at 12 noon.   
 
Jarek Shafer is the Housing Rehabilitation Specialist with the City of Decatur.  He will talk about the Housing Rehabilitation Pro-
gram.  Jarek helps coordinate and implement housing rehabilitation efforts, focusing on improving the quality, safety, and longevi-
ty of residential properties—especially for low-to-moderate income homeowners.  This initiative is a collaborative effort between 
the City of Decatur, the Decatur Housing Authority, and federal partners like HUD.  
 
Enjoy our speaker and the delicious food prepared by El Corral Mexican Restaurant.  Bring your business cards and network.  If you 
have any information flyers you want to put on the luncheon tables before the luncheon begins, please do so and be sure to pick 
up any remaining flyers at the end of the luncheon. 
 
Please send your RSVP to mtzionilchamber@gmail.com by Tuesday, November 11th or submit your reservation on our website at 
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/meetings.  Be sure to send me your RSVP information with all the names of those attending from 
your business or organization so they can be included on the Attendee List. You can pay in advance at Event Registration - Mt. Zion 
Chamber of Commerce (chamberorganizer.com); or optionally, you can still be invoiced or pay at the door. 
 

mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/meetings
https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_event.php?evid=96678209&orgcode=MTZI
https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_event.php?evid=96678209&orgcode=MTZI
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The Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce loves its member businesses 

and wants you to learn more about them by bringing you this 

month’s Member Spotlight – Las Margaritas in Mt. Zion.  Craving 

authentic Mexican flavor? Head to Las Margaritas in Mt. Zion! En-

joy sizzling fajitas, mouthwatering burritos, and the best margari-

tas in town—all served fast and fresh. Dine in, carry out, or book 

your next party in our private room. Experience friendly service 

and a vibrant atmosphere at Las Margaritas, 1475 East Village 

Parkway. Call 217-864-1562. Las Margaritas—where every meal is 

a fiesta. 
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  President’s Message continued from page 1: 

As November continues, we look forward to honoring our Veterans. Be sure to read more about the Mt. Zion Chamber Veteran’s 
Day Breakfast, as we come together once again to celebrate those who have bravely served our country.  Our Veteran’s Day Break-
fast is on November 11. 
 
This month also kicks off the holiday shopping season, a vital time for our local businesses. Remember to support them during 
Small Business Saturday and throughout the holidays. Every purchase made close to home keeps Mt. Zion and other area business-
es strong and thriving. So when you head out for gifts or a meal, think local — shop, dine, and celebrate right here in the Mt. Zion 
and Decatur area. 
 
Let’s continue to keep the Mt. Zion and surrounding area growing, connected, and full of pride this holiday season. 
 
Kyle Karsten, President 
Mt. Zion Chamber 



 

Thank You Sponsors & Volunteers! 

13th Annual Mt. Zion Community Prayer Breakfast 

October 15, 2025 



 



 

 

 
 

If you want to enter the contest as well, I have attached a PDF fillable Entry Form; the entry 
form is available to download off our website.  The contest information is attached and on our 
website at https://www.mtzionchamber.org/MZCCevents.  Entries are due by Friday, December 
5, 2025.  

Our Second Annual Mt. Zion Chamber Business Christmas Decoration Contest is starting 
this Friday, November 7, 2025.  If you would like to be a $100 sponsor, I will put your logo on all 
promotional communications and posts for the contest.  We are offering a $100 prize for each 
award category.  Any business or organization in Mt. Zion or Decatur can compete.   

Sponsor & Participate in the  

2025 Business Decorating Contest 

https://www.mtzionchamber.org/MZCCevents


 



 



 Price went down $300 per person.  Call 217.864.4666 for price by November 27, 2025. 



 



 



 



 


