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MARCH 6TH 
Expo Sponsorships &  

Booths Due 

MARCH 13TH 
Award Nominations Due 

MARCH 21ST 
Mt. Zion Expo & Taste 

Mt. Zion Convention Center 

APRIL 8TH 
Awards Banquet 

Sponsorships Due 

APRIL 8TH 
Luncheon 

Nikki Parker 

Hello everyone, 
 
We’re approaching the end of winter - bring on the warmer nicer weather and exciting things 
are on the horizon for our Chamber!  
 
We had a great time last week at our February Mix & Mingle at Bevo’s   Hope you can join us 
for the next one.  This is another great way to network and meet other professionals while 
supporting a local business. 
 
We have the Business Expo & Taste set for March 21, 2026 and if you haven’t signed up to 
have a booth, there is still time to register. This is such a great way to connect with the com-
munity and network with other businesses, so you don’t want to miss out! 
 
It’s also that time of year when you can start submitting nominations for the 2025 Mt. Zion 
Chamber Awards. Think about what businesses have gone above and beyond and could be 

President’s Message 

  Kyle Karsten 

continued on page 3 

Gold Sponsorship: $650                                                                                                   Booth $250 
- Two booths with electricity included. 
- Logo placement in newspaper and social media advertising. 
- Logo on all event flyers and pre-event communications. 
- Signage at the Expo and verbal recognition during the event. 
- 5 Taste tickets. 
Silver Sponsorship: $400 
- One booth and signage at the Expo. 
- Sponsor name and logo on flyers and pre-event communications. 
- Note: Electricity is an additional $25.  

Promote Your Business!  Sign up by March 6th 
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 2025-2026 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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March 2026 Luncheon 
Join us at Millikin University for our luncheon on Wednesday, March 11, 2026.   It will be on Milli-
kin’s campus in Banquet Room 1 of the University Commons, which is located on the third floor of 
the former Staley Library, next to Schilling Hall.  (More directions at the end of this article.) 
 
Now eight months into his presidency, Dr. Dean Pribbenow will share the framework he used to 
introduce his leadership and how that has informed priorities and actions for Millikin University. In 
addition, he will share how Millikin University is navigating today’s higher education landscape with 
a focus on both tradition and transformation. Attendees will also hear from Alumni & Develop-
ment’s Alyse Knust with details about the Presidential Inauguration Ceremony and Millikin’s 125th 
Anniversary Celebration.   
  

Enjoy our speakers and a great lunch. Registration starts at 11:30 a.m.; the luncheon, catered by Millikin Catering Services, starts at 
11:45 a.m. The luncheon program begins at 12 noon and ends at 1 p.m.  The luncheon cost is $15. Bring your business cards and 
network. If you have any information fliers you want to put on the luncheon tables before the luncheon begins, then be sure to 
pick up any remaining fliers at the end of the luncheon. 
 
Please send your RSVP to mtzionilchamber@gmail.com by noon Tuesday, March 10th or submit your reservation on our website at 
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/meetings. Be sure to send me your RSVP information with all the names of those attending from 
your business or organization for the Attendee List. You can pay in advance at Event Registration - Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce 
(chamberorganizer.com); or optionally, you can still be invoiced or pay at the door. 
  
Directions:  The parking lot directly in front of the University Commons is available for parking for us.  Here is a map of the campus: 
https://experience.elluciancloud.com/millikin/page/campus_map.  We will have the lot directly in front of the University Com-
mons available for parking for the Mt. Zion Chamber luncheon on March 11; this is Lot M8 on the map.  The Millikin Public Safety 
Department has been notified.  University Commons is #12 on the map.  You will turn off of Main Street into Parking Lot M8 just 
before the light at the corner of Main St. and Fairview Avenue. The address for the University Commons for your GPS is 1230 W. 
Main St., Decatur, IL 62522. 

  President’s Message continued from page 1: 

nominated for Outstanding Business of the Year, New Business of the Year, or Non-Profit of the Year. Is there an exceptional staff 
member under 40 years old on your team? Consider nominating them for a NExT Award!  Nominations and celebrations for how 
long your business has been open are being taken now until April 6th. 
 
Also, be sure to let any graduating seniors of a Mt. Zion Chamber member or a Mt. Zion High School senior you know within the 
community about our 2026 College & Postsecondary Career Technical Scholarship application. A total of $3,000 will be awarded, 
and applications are due by April 6, 2026. 
 
As always, your Mt. Zion Chamber is here for you, and we wish you a warm and fruitful Spring! Let us know how we can support 
you. 
 
Kyle Karsten, President 

mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/meetings
https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_main.php?orgcode=MTZI&evid=100457855
https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_main.php?orgcode=MTZI&evid=100457855
https://experience.elluciancloud.com/millikin/page/campus_map
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Announcements 

2026 Expo & Taste Sponsorships & Booths 

Our 2026 Expo & Taste Sponsorship Packages on page 6 for the 2026 Expo & Taste on Saturday, March 
21, 2026 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.  The due date to be a sponsor or reserve a booth is March 6, 2026. I can 
invoice you. The committee has been working on putting on a great Expo & Taste with interactions 
with attendees, contests, stage shows, and food.  It is the two weeks before Easter. You won’t want to 
miss this fun 2026 Expo & Taste!  Email mtzionilchamber@gmail.com. The Expo contract and the Taste 
contract are included in this newsletter.  See pages 7 & 8 and on our website at https://
www.mtzionchamber.org/MZCCevents. 

2026 –2028 Board Slate 

In accordance with the By-Laws of the Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce, President Kyle Karsten appoint-
ed a Nominating Committee, which has submitted the following list of eligible candidates to fill four (4) 
two-year vacancies that will exist at the close of May 31, 2026.  Only one vote is allowed per member-
ship (business or organization) and the member must be in good standing at the time of election.  The 
election will be held at the March 11, 2026 luncheon.  You can nominate more candidates from the floor 
and have them added to the ballot at the March 11th luncheon. Here are the four names that have been 
nominated for the term of June 1, 2026—May 31, 2028 Board of Directors; *indicates incumbents 
(second consecutive two-year term): 
 

Shane Bracken J. J. Swartz Co. 
Kyle Karsten* Macon Resources Inc. 
Angie Manns Decatur Earthmover Credit Union 
Karalee Misner The Solver Group 

2026 Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce Award Nominations 

Please submit your 2025 award nominations by March 13, 2026 for each of the following categories: 

 Outstanding Business of the Year Award 

 Non-Profit of the Year Award 

 New Business of the Year Award 

 NExT Award 
 

See pages 10 & 11. 

Celebrate Your Milestone in 2026 

The Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce is proud to recognize member businesses and organizations cele-
brating milestone anniversaries this year—whether it's 10, 15, 20, 25, 30 or more years of service and 
success.  If your business is marking a milestone in 2026, let us know!  Please submit your 2026 mile-
stone anniversaries for your business or organization by April 6, 2026 by emailing mtzionilcham-
ber@gmail.com your business name the and founding year.   Besides celebrating the award nominees 
and award winners at our Awards Banquet on April 23, 2026, we will be also celebrating any our mem-
ber’s milestone anniversaries.  Let’s honor your legacy and inspire others in our community.  

mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/MZCCevents
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/MZCCevents
mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
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Welcome New Members 

Heritage Behavioral Health Center provides mental health care, substance use treatment, primary 
care, and other community services.  They act as a one-stop-shop for individuals to access the 
care they need.  Their programs and services focus on the whole person.  Call 217.362.6262 for 
more information or visit their website at https://www.heritagenet.org. 

Macon County Farm Bureau is dedicated to supporting local farmers, strengthening the agricultur-
al community, and promoting agriculture through education, advocacy, and community pro-
grams. It offers member benefits, legislative engagement, and resources that help advance farm-
ing and rural life in Macon County.  Visit https://www.maconcfb.org/ for more information.  

Announcements continued from page 5: 

2026 MZCC Scholarships 

Each year the Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce awards scholarships.  If you have a high school 
graduate this year, share the scholarship application in this newsletter.  Any employee’s seniors 
of any of our member businesses or organizations may apply.  Your graduating high school senior 
either needs to be a Mt. Zion High School student; or if attending another high school, they must 
be the child of a Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce dues-paying member.  The scholarship can be 
for any major after graduating from high school.  See the criteria on page 12 and our website at 
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/scholarship .  The application, official transcripts, and other 
required documents need to be received by April 6, 2026.  

Luncheon Host 

The Luncheon Host costs $250.  Your logo as luncheon host will be on communications, in the 
newsletter, and on our website regarding the luncheon.  You will have a table to display your 
signage and materials, can put materials on the other tables, and talk for 5-10 minutes 
about  your business or organization.  Your luncheon is complimentary.  You provide a door prize.  
There is no  Exhibitor the month that there is a Luncheon Host.  Email Linda at mtzionilcham-
ber@gmail.com if you are interested in becoming a Luncheon Host. 

Randy Grigg, Better Homes & Gardens Real Estate Service First, your neighborhood realtor.  Better 
Homes & Gardens Service First is your source for real estate services for Decatur, Macon County, 
and Central Illinois.  Visit https://www.facebook.com/RandyGriggRealtor for new listings.  Contact 
Randy at 217.454.0091 or Randy@BHGServiceFirst.com. 

https://www.heritagenet.org
https://www.maconcfb.org/
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/scholarship
mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/RandyGriggRealtor
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Submit your nominations or downland the Awards Nomination Form at https://www.mtzionchamber.org/award-nominations. 

https://www.mtzionchamber.org/award-nominations


 



 



 


