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 JUNE 2026 NEWSLETTER 

JUNE 10th 
Luncheon 
12:00-1:00  

Program 

“Your Business Emergency 
Action Plan” 

 

Exhibitor 

Heartland Bank and Trust 
 

Location 

Antioch Christian Church 
 

Caterer 

Doherty’s Pub & Pins 
 

Member cost $15 
RSVP by noon Tues., June 9th 

 
 

 
JULY 3rd 

Independence Day 
50/50 Raffle  

Drawing before fireworks at 
the Mt. Zion Blue Ribbon Day 

at Fletcher Park 
(DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT TO WIN.) 

 

 
JULY 8th 

Luncheon Speaker 
Tanya Melendez, Good  

Samaritan Inn 
 

President’s Message 

  Kyle Karsten 

continued on page 4 

Sponsor and sign up for our 3rd Annual Mt. Zion Golf Outing on Monday, August 24, 2026 at 

the South Side Country Club. It is a scramble with a shot gun start and games & prizes. Be sure 

to sponsor and/or register by either emailing mtzionilchamber@gmail.com or register using 

the form on our website at Golf Outing | Mt Zion Chamber. 

Teams had a lot of fun last year.  A PDF download button of the Registration Form and spon-

sorship information is on pages 7 & 8 of this newsletter. Sign up for a sponsorship, and/or a 

foursome . 

A Year of Opportunity and Connection 
 
As we begin a new fiscal year, I am honored to have another year to serve as your Mt. Zion 
Chamber Board President. I am grateful for the extended opportunity and excited about what 
we can continue to build on from last year and accomplish together. 
 
First, I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to board members who served this past 
year and are stepping off the Board. Thank you to Shelly Coslow, Jimmy Rade, and Ashley Haw-
kins.  At the same time, I am pleased to welcome our newest Board Members Shane Bracken, 
Angie Manns, and Karalee Misner. Their enthusiasm and commitment have already made a 
positive impression, and I look forward to serving with our entire board in the year ahead. 

2026 Mt. Zion Golf Outing 

https://www.mtzionchamber.org/golf-outing
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June 2026 Luncheon 

The luncheon on June 10, 2026, will be held at the Antioch Christian Church at 5409 E. US Route 36, Decatur. Harry Hileman will 

present “Your Business Emergency Action Plan”. It is the season for severe weather.  Come find out about emergency exit routes 

and EAP.  In an office setting, fires and tornadoes have the biggest impact on the future of a business and pose the greatest risk to 

employees.  

Doherty’s will be the caterer.   The cost of the luncheon is $15.  Registration begins at 11:30 a.m.  The buffet opens at 11:45 a.m.; 

and the program begins at 12 noon.  Bring your business cards and network. If you have any information fliers you want to put on 

the luncheon tables before the luncheon begins, please do so but be sure to pick up any remaining fliers at the end of the lunch-

eon. 

Please send your RSVP to mtzionilchamber@gmail.com by Tuesday, June 9th or submit your reservation on our website at https://

www.mtzionchamber.org/meetings.  Be sure to send me your RSVP information with all the names of those attending from your 

business or organization so they can be included on the Attendee List. You can pay in advance at Event Registration - Mt. Zion 

Chamber of Commerce (chamberorganizer.com); or optionally, you can still be invoiced or pay at the door.  

Announcements 

New Resident/Business Listi  

If you would like to receive a monthly list of new residents and businesses in the Village of Mt. Zion, email 

Linda.at mtzionilchamber@gmail.com and you will be added to the distribution list. This is another 

member benefit; we do not charge a fee for it. 

Independence Day 50/50 Raffle Tickets  

The raffle tickets are only $1 each.  Last year’s winner won over $700.  You can buy your tickets from any 

of our Board members or Ambassadors between now and July 3rd.  There are also two ticket outlets 

where you can buy your tickets   Mt. Zion Del’s Popcorn Shop and Kenney’s Ace Hardware.  The drawing 

will be at the Mt. Zion Blue Ribbon Night at Fletcher Park on July 3rd right before the fireworks. You do 

not have to be present to win.  Festivities for the Blue Ribbon Night starts at 5 p.m. 

mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/meetings
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/meetings
https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_event.php?evid=102657455&orgcode=MTZI
https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_event.php?evid=102657455&orgcode=MTZI
mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/board
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/ambassadors
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For those who may not know me, I have proudly called the Decatur and Mt. Zion area home for the past 19 years. I have had the 
privilege to serve a few non-profit organizations in our area during that time, and I currently serve as Development Director for 
Macon Resources, an organization supporting individuals with developmental disabilities. Family is at the center of my life, and I 
have been blessed with an amazing wife, Jeanne, for more than 30 years, three wonderful adult children, and over the past 3 
years the joy of becoming a grandfather 3 times. Our first granddaughter Nora affectionately calls me “Pappy,” a title I proudly 
cherish. 
 
As we look ahead, we want to continue to focus on three key priorities for the coming year: 
 
Building Stronger Relationships 
 
We want to know our members better. Our goal is to strengthen existing relationships, create new connections, and discover ad-
ditional ways the Chamber can help your business thrive while serving our broader community. 
 
Strengthening Our Foundation 
 
During the past year, we spent time reviewing and updating our Bylaws and Policy & Procedure Manuals to ensure that the Cham-
ber continues to operate efficiently, effectively, and in a manner that best serves our members and community.  We will live out 
the details in those documents and evaluate them over the next year. 
 
Increasing Member Engagement 
 
We encourage every member to become more and more actively involved. Whether through attendance at events, participation 
on committees, or engagement with our Ambassadors program, we believe the Chamber is strongest when its members are en-
gaged and connected. 
 
In addition to these priorities, we have several new ideas and initiatives planned to make this year positive, productive, and enjoy-
able. I am excited about the opportunities ahead and confident that, working together, we can continue building a Chamber that 
supports business growth, fosters meaningful relationships, and strengthens our community. 
 
Thank you for your membership, your support, and your partnership. I look forward to serving you and working alongside each of 
you in the year ahead. 
 
Kyle Karsten, President 
Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce 

President’s Message continued from page 1 

https://www.facebook.com/mtzchamber
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The Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce loves its member businesses and wants 

you to learn more about them by bringing you this month’s Member Spotlight – 

J.J. Swartz Co. at 2120 N. Oakland Ave. in Decatur.  J.J. Swartz is a full service re-

modeling and restoration business that has been serving Central Illinois for 105 

years. They specialize in bathroom, kitchen, room addition, interior/exterior re-

modeling, as well as handyman and insurance restoration. Visit https://

jjswartzco.com to find out more about their services. Call J.J. Swartz Co. at 217-

877-2611 today. 

https://jjswartzco.com/
https://jjswartzco.com/


 



 

Sign up at Golf Outing | Mt Zion Chamber 

https://www.mtzionchamber.org/golf-outing
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/golf-outing
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