
Travel Suggestions 
The Ellington church is looking forward to hosting the General Conference this year! 
We’ve compiled a selection of places to explore in and around Ellington, as well as 
beyond. We hope you take the opportunity to enjoy the rich history and expansive 
landscapes of the East Coast. Please note that this is not a comprehensive list - only a 
place to get you started! 
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In Ellington 
In town for just a day or two? Ellington may be small, but we have things to do! 

●​ Soapstone State Forest/Tower 
(picturesque views of Connecticut River 
Valley and lots of hiking trails) 
●​ Luann’s Bakery ( for breakfast & lunch) 
●​ Kloter Farms Store & Ice Cream Barn 
●​ Ellington’s Farmers Market (Saturdays) 
●​ Oakridge Dairy Tour 
●​ Earthlight Tour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://explorect.org/soapstone-mountain/
https://www.luannsbakery.com/
https://kloterfarms.com/
https://www.klotersicecreambarn.com/
https://www.ellingtonfarmersmarket.org/
https://www.oakridgedairy.com/
https://www.earthlighttech.com/


Around Ellington 
Only in the area for a couple of days? Peruse this list of places that can be visited from 
Ellington in a day! 

Hartford, CT 

Science Center (for kids), Mark Twain House, Elizabeth Gardens, Wadsworth Atheneum of Art 

Historic Towns & Attractions: 

●​ New Bedford, MA - a historic coastal city once known as the “Whaling Capital of the World.” 
Its rich maritime heritage is preserved at the New Bedford Whaling Museum, where visitors 
can explore exhibits on whaling, maritime trade, and local history. The city also offers 
waterfront dining, art galleries, historic districts, and vibrant festivals, blending cultural 
attractions with its working-port charm.  Approx. 2 hours from Ellington 

●​ Lowell, MA - a historic mill city that played a central role in America’s Industrial Revolution. 
The Lowell National Historical Park preserves its textile mill heritage with restored factories, 
canals, and interactive exhibits. Visitors can take canal boat tours, explore museums, enjoy 
arts and music festivals, and stroll through revitalized downtown streets that blend history, 
culture, and modern urban life. Approx. 1.75 hours from Ellington 

●​ Normal Rockwell Museum -  celebrates the life and art of Norman Rockwell, featuring his 
iconic paintings, illustrations, and personal archives. The museum offers immersive 
exhibits that showcase Rockwell’s storytelling, artistic process, and influence on American 
culture. The museum is located in the charming town of Stockbridge, MA, a picturesque 
New England village with historic homes, quaint shops, galleries, and scenic streets. Visitors 
can enjoy local dining, stroll through town parks, and experience the quintessential 
small-town atmosphere that inspired much of Rockwell’s work. Approx. 1.5 hours from 
Ellington 

●​ Old Sturbridge Village, Strubridge, MA - a living history museum that transports visitors to 
early 19th-century New England. With 
restored homes, farms, and workshops, 
it showcases the daily life, crafts, and 
traditions of the 1790s–1830s. Guests 
can watch artisans at work, explore 
period gardens, ride in horse-drawn 
wagons, and participate in seasonal 
events, making it both an educational 
and immersive experience that brings 
history vividly to life.​
 

 

https://www.ctsciencecenter.org/
https://marktwainhouse.org/
https://elizabethparkct.org/gardens/
https://www.thewadsworth.org/
https://explorenewbedford.org/
https://www.whalingmuseum.org/
https://www.nps.gov/lowe/planyourvisit/index.htm
https://www.nrm.org/
https://stockbridgechamber.org/
https://www.osv.org/


●​ Essex Steam Train/Gillette Castle, Essex, CT  - The 
Essex Steam Train offers a nostalgic ride through 
Connecticut’s scenic Connecticut River Valley 
aboard a restored vintage steam train, often 
paired with a riverboat cruise for a unique, 
historic experience. Nearby, the Gillette Castle 
State Park features a whimsical medieval-style 
mansion built by actor William Gillette for 
famously playing Sherlock Holmes, complete with 
secret passageways, unique architecture, and beautifully landscaped grounds. Both 
attractions combine history, architecture, and scenic beauty, making them popular stops 
for a memorable day trip. Nearby check out Devil’s Hopyard with picturesque waterfalls 
and hiking trails. 

●​ USS Nautilus & Museum, Groton, CT - the world’s first nuclear-powered submarine, is 
preserved alongside the Submarine 
Force Museum. Visitors can step 
aboard the historic vessel to explore its 
control rooms and living quarters, 
while the museum offers interactive 
exhibits on submarine history, 
technology, and life at sea—making it a 
fascinating stop for anyone interested 

in naval innovation and Cold War history. 

●​ Yale University Visit & Tour - New Haven, CT -  A prestigious Ivy League institution known 
for its historic campus, Gothic architecture, and world-class academics. Located in New 
Haven, the university features iconic landmarks like Sterling Memorial Library and vibrant 
courtyards that reflect its rich history. Visitors can take guided or self-guided tours to 
explore the campus, learn about its traditions, and see highlights such as museums, 
residential colleges, and public art. Tours offer a glimpse into student life while showcasing 
Yale’s blend of history, culture, and innovation. While there, check out New Haven’s famous 
pizza scene. Approx. 1 hour from Ellington. 

●​ Block Island, RI - a serene getaway just off the southern coast of Rhode Island, known for its 
rugged cliffs, sandy beaches, and quaint New England charm. On a day trip, visitors can 
explore the scenic Mohegan Bluffs, climb the historic North Lighthouse, stroll through the 
cozy downtown with shops and cafés, or rent bikes and scooters to tour the island’s trails 
and coastline. Whale watching, kayaking, and relaxing on beaches like Ballard’s Beach 
round out a perfect day of nature, history, and coastal charm. Hi-Speed Ferry launches 
from New London - approx. 1.25 hours from Ellington and brings you over. You can also 

 

https://essexsteamtrain.com/
https://ctparks.com/parks/gillette-castle-state-park
https://ctparks.com/parks/devils-hopyard-state-park
https://ussnautilus.org/
https://visitorcenter.yale.edu/tours
https://www.blockislandinfo.com/
https://www.goblockisland.com/


bring a car over but may need advanced reservations and that ferry launches from Point 
Judith - approx. 2 hours from Ellington. 

●​ Mystic, CT - Mystic is a scenic coastal village known for its maritime history and charming 
New England atmosphere. The town’s historic seaport, Mystic Seaport Museum, features a 
recreated 19th-century whaling village, tall ships, and interactive exhibits. Nearby, the 
Mystic Aquarium showcases marine life including beluga whales, penguins, and sea turtles. 
Visitors can stroll along the quaint downtown streets, enjoy waterfront dining, browse 
boutique shops, or walk across the iconic Mystic River Bascule Bridge. With its blend of 
history, family-friendly attractions, and coastal charm, Mystic offers a perfect day trip or 
weekend getaway. Right down the road is Old Mistick Village where you can find additional 
dining and shopping. Approx. 1.25 hours from Ellington. 

●​ Add on beach towns to visit: Stonington Borough, CT and Watch Hill, RI / Napatree Point 

Newport, RI  

This could be a day trip or extended to a couple of days. Newport is a coastal gem where the 
charm of an old seaport village meets the grandeur of the Gilded Age. Quaint streets lined with 
seaport historic clapboard houses sit alongside opulent mansions, offering a glimpse into the 
lavish lifestyles of America’s wealthiest families. Visitors can stroll the scenic Cliff Walk, drive the 
scenic Ocean Drive & the storied Bellevue Ave. lined with its historical mansions & homes, sail on 
the harbor, explore boutique shops and art galleries, or relax on beaches that dot the shoreline. 
Festivals, seafood dining, and waterfront parks add layers of local flavor, making Newport a place 
where history, culture, and coastal recreation come together.

 

●​ Old Downtown Newport & Wharf: fisheries, restaurants, galleries, and stores 
●​ Popular Historic Mansions: The Breakers (Vanderbilt), The Marble House (Vanderbilt), The 

Elms, Rosecliff, Rough Point (Doris Duke Estate), Belcourt, Chateau-sur-Mer, Blithewood 
Manor & Gardens, and more. 

●​ Other Historic Sites: Newport Casino (now the Tennis Hall of Fame) was a prestigious social 
club during the Gilded Age which functioned as an exclusive entertainment venue for 

 

https://thisismystic.com/
https://mysticseaport.org/
https://www.mysticaquarium.org/
https://oldemistickvillage.com/
https://www.stoningtonboroughct.com/
https://compassroam.com/family-travel-guide-watch-hill-rhode-island/#___Tips_for_traveling_to_Watch_Hill__
https://www.discovernewport.org/
https://www.discovernewport.org/things-to-do/cliff-walk/
https://www.discovernewport.org/things-to-do/ocean-drive/
https://www.newportmansions.org/mansions-and-gardens/the-breakers/
https://www.newportmansions.org/mansions-and-gardens/marble-house/
https://www.newportmansions.org/mansions-and-gardens/the-elms/
https://www.newportmansions.org/mansions-and-gardens/the-elms/
https://www.newportmansions.org/mansions-and-gardens/rosecliff/
https://www.newportrestoration.org/
https://www.belcourt.com/
https://www.newportmansions.org/mansions-and-gardens/chateau-sur-mer/
https://www.blithewold.org/
https://www.blithewold.org/
https://www.discovernewport.org/blog/post/national-historic-landmarks/


wealthy summer residents—not for gambling, but for social activities like concerts, theater, 
tea parties, and early lawn), Fort Adams State Park, Newport Colony House, St. Mary’s 
Church (where JFK and Jackie Kenneday got married) and Newport Tower Museum 

CT & RI Beaches  

●​ Suggestion: Get there early - before they even open if it’s a nice day - as they fill up or go 
later in the day as they clear out 

●​ If you don’t care about waves (Long Island Sound): Waterford Beach, CT, and Hammonasset 
Beach, Madison, CT, Rocky Neck State Park, Niantic, CT - Approx. 1-1.5 hours from Ellington 

●​ If you want some waves (open ocean): Misquamicut State Beach, Westerly, RI or East Beach, 
Charlestown, RI, and Charlestown Breachway, Charlestown, RI - Approx. 1.45 hours from 
Ellington 

Additional Nature Attractions 

●​ Mt. Monadnock, Jaffery, NH  - Second most hiked mount 
in the world after Mt. Fiji - Approx. 2.25 hours from 
Ellington 

●​ Hubline Tower, Avon, CT - Picturesque view of the Connecticut River Valley - Approx. 45 
min. From Ellington 

●​ Kent Falls, Kent, CT - Approx. 1.75 hours from Ellington 

●​ Enders Falls, Granby, CT - Approx. 40 min. From Ellington 

 

 

 

Beyond Ellington 
Making a trip out of it? We compiled a great list of places to visit for extended stays! 

Acadia National Park (ME) 
Acadia National Park is a stunning 
coastal national park in Maine, mostly 
located on Mount Desert Island. It’s 
famous for its mix of rocky Atlantic 
coastline, forests, lakes, and 
mountains—all packed into a relatively 
small, easy-to-explore area. It’s also one 

 

https://www.discovernewport.org/listing/fort-adams-state-park/3509/
https://www.discovernewport.org/blog/post/national-historic-landmarks/
https://www.discovernewport.org/listing/st-mary%E2%80%99s-church/4310/
https://www.discovernewport.org/listing/st-mary%E2%80%99s-church/4310/
https://www.discovernewport.org/listing/newport-tower-museum/1506/
https://ctvisit.com/listings/waterford-beach-park
https://ctparks.com/parks/hammonasset-beach-state-park
https://ctparks.com/parks/hammonasset-beach-state-park
https://ctparks.com/parks/rocky-neck-state-park
https://riparks.ri.gov/beaches/misquamicut-state-beach
https://riparks.ri.gov/beaches/east-beach
https://riparks.ri.gov/beaches/charlestown-breachway
https://www.nhstateparks.org/find-parks-trails/monadnock-state-park
https://friendsofheubleintower.org/visit-heublein-tower/
https://ctparks.com/parks/kent-falls-state-park
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g33791-d4776438-Reviews-Enders_Falls-Granby_Connecticut.html
https://www.nps.gov/acad/planyourvisit/things2do.htm


of the first places in the U.S. to see sunrise, especially from its highest point, Cadillac Mountain. 

Approximately 7 hours from Ellington 

●​ Hiking, biking, kayaking, Beehive Loop Trail, Cadillac Mountain, Jordan Pond, Jordan Pond 
House, Thunder Hole 

Cape Cod (MA)  
Cape Cod, a hook-shaped peninsula of the U.S. state of Massachusetts, is a popular summertime 
destination. It's the site of quaint villages, seafood shacks, lighthouses, ponds and bay and ocean 
beaches. In the large town of Hyannis, the John F. Kennedy Museum is the first stop on the 
Kennedy Legacy Trail through downtown, where ferries depart to the resort islands of Martha's 
Vineyard and Nantucket. 

Approximately 2.5 - 3.5 hours from Ellington (depending how far up you go) 
●​ Over sands permit to drive on certain 

parts of the beach (especially farther up 
the cape) 

●​ Bike trails Along the National Seashore 
●​ Beaches 
●​ Lower Cape Cod (which is referred to the 

top of the hook - the farthest point) 
—especially towns like Wellfleet and 
Truro—feels quieter, wilder, and more 
remote than the rest of the Cape. It’s 
defined by the natural beauty of the Cape Cod National Seashore: dunes, forests, marshes, 
and long, uncrowded beaches. The towns are small, low-key, and a bit artsy, with a strong 
connection to nature and local traditions like oystering. Compared to busier, more polished 
spots like Hyannis, it’s slower, less developed, and feels more like a peaceful retreat than a 
typical beach destination. It has a very distinct feel compared to the rest of the Cape. It’s 
quieter, more rugged, and deeply tied to nature. 

Cape Ann (MA)  
Cape Ann is a scenic coastal region in northeastern Massachusetts, about 30–40 minutes north of 
Boston. It’s known for its rugged shoreline, historic fishing towns, beaches, and classic New 
England charm. 

Approximately 2.25 hours from Ellington. Could spend time in the city of Boston on the way and 
would also pass through Salem. 

●​ Rockport 
●​ Gloucester 

○​ Hammond Castle 

 

https://www.nps.gov/acad/planyourvisit/hiking.htm
https://www.nps.gov/thingstodo/bike-carriage-roads.htm
https://www.nps.gov/acad/planyourvisit/boating.htm
https://www.nps.gov/thingstodo/hike-beehive-loop.htm
https://www.nps.gov/acad/planyourvisit/cadillac-mountain.htm
https://www.nps.gov/acad/planyourvisit/jordan-pond.htm
https://jordanpondhouse.com/
https://jordanpondhouse.com/
https://www.nps.gov/places/thunder-hole.htm
https://www.capecodchamber.org/
https://www.nps.gov/caco/planyourvisit/orv-permits.htm
https://www.nps.gov/caco/planyourvisit/orv-permits.htm
https://www.nps.gov/caco/planyourvisit/biking-at-cape-cod-national-seashore.htm
https://www.nps.gov/caco/planyourvisit/guide-to-beaches.htm
https://capeannvacations.com/
https://www.salem.org/
https://capeannvacations.com/explore/rockport/
https://capeannvacations.com/explore/gloucester/
https://hammondcastle.org/about-the-castle/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23579115485&gbraid=0AAAABCFjJ8RZ7ih743U1AQyNuzGncw32X&gclid=Cj0KCQjw1ZjOBhCmARIsADDuFTBX0QAQ63WSco6K1hGbFa7o1M34dXWq1l-I8-sAJfkVU7I-XpTmahIaAre0EALw_wcB


●​ Near Ipswich 
○​ Wildlife Marshes 

■​ MassWildlife's Great Marsh North Wildlife Management Area 

■​ Mass Audubon: Barnstable 

○​ Crane Estate on Castle Hill 

White Mountains Area (NH) 
One of the most popular outdoor destinations in the 
Northeast—known for rugged peaks, scenic drives, 
year-round recreation and quaint towns 

Approximately 2.25 - 3.75 hours from Ellington (depending 
on where you stay) 

●​ White Mountain National Forest 
○​ Kangamangus Scenic Byway - The 

Kangamangus Byway follows the Swift River - 
The water is clear and fast-moving, flowing 
over smooth rocks and forming natural pools, 
small waterfalls, and gentle chutes. It’s usually 
cold (even in summer), the kind that shocks 
you at first but then feels incredibly 
refreshing on a hot day. You’re surrounded by 
forested mountains, so it’s quiet except for 
rushing water and wind in the trees. Unlike ocean swimming, it feels more tucked 
away and intimate—like you’ve stumbled onto a hidden spot. There’s also lots of 
hiking trails 

●​ North Conway - end of the Kangamangus Scenic Byway 
○​ Kids: Story Land, Living Shores Aquarium  
○​ Outlet shopping  
○​ Saco River: Kayak, Canoe or Tubing Rentals 
○​ Scenic Railroad 
○​ North Conway Village - old part of town with cute stores 

●​ Mt Washington 
○​ Auto Road (to the summit) 
○​ Cog Railroad (to the summit) 
○​ Historic Hotel 

●​ Crawford Notch State Park 

 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/great-marsh-acec
https://www.massaudubon.org/places-to-explore/wildlife-sanctuaries/barnstable-great-marsh
https://thetrustees.org/place/castle-hill-on-the-crane-estate/?utm_term=crane%20estate&utm_campaign=Places&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=4376519620&hsa_cam=924778738&hsa_grp=45944965359&hsa_ad=416265294213&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-295867509582&hsa_kw=crane%20estate&hsa_mt=p&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=924778738&gbraid=0AAAAAo4ibSfRbaMsZjEUV6BbK9ABBOyOX&gclid=Cj0KCQjw1ZjOBhCmARIsADDuFTCoHJrp1kWvN27hyrRBFHEHqFdW-ct7YaSIrTuhOuLpPZozFsOikGkaAt4aEALw_wcB
https://www.visitwhitemountains.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21651745912&gbraid=0AAAAAp3CEZ8Qsafdh5R0MeDA7pEsPFESz&gclid=CjwKCAjw-J3OBhBuEiwAwqZ_h7rOGvMFsJ-w3mEhns1T5PaHdiY6hNXjboyYF3fcwgh8RMJ6DDH9ZRoCpz0QAvD_BwE
https://kancamagushighway.com/
https://northconwaynh.com/
https://www.storylandnh.com/
https://www.livingshores.com/
https://www.settlersgreen.com/
https://www.conwayscenic.com/
https://mountwashington.org/
https://mt-washington.com/
https://www.thecog.com/
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/bretton-woods-mount-washington?utm_campaign=omni_mtwash_mtwash_all_x_nb_pmax_bretton+woods_en_pmax_us&utm_content=&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_term=&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22297687133&gbraid=0AAAAADRUjgfRwgE68KwMRkJ8MrA9yVGMH&gclid=CjwKCAjw-J3OBhBuEiwAwqZ_h-YYEQ4h24Y_r8ymNJy8hbTW_mtSUsqCEuKnD3681Z6dNbpfazIj5RoCYJ8QAvD_BwE
https://www.nhstateparks.org/find-parks-trails/crawford-notch-state-park


●​ Kids: Clark’s Trading Post, Lincoln, NH (beginning of the Kangamangus Scenic Byway) 

New Hampshire: Lake Region 
Located in the central part of the state, is a premier four-season destination centered around 
more than 250 bodies of water, including the72-square-mile Lake Winnipesaukee. Key towns like 
Laconia, Wolfeboro, and Meredith offer boating, beaches, fishing, hiking, and skiing, along with 
attractions like Weirs Beach and the Squam Lakes Natural Science. 

It’s a great place to get a house rental and rent a boat for the week. 

Approximately 3.5 hours from Ellington (depending on where you stay) 

Adirondacks 

●​ Lake George, NY   
○​ Lake George is a town in New York’s vast, protected Adirondack region of mountains 

and old-growth forest. The town sits on the lake of the same name. On the shore, 
the Fort William Henry Museum & Restoration is a restored British fort, built in 1755. 
Nearby, Million Dollar Beach has picnic areas and a boat launch. The Prospect 
Mountain Veterans Memorial Highway offers views of the lake and the Adirondack 
High Peaks, 

○​ Approximately 1 hour from Castleton church, 3 hours from Croghan church, and 2.5 
hours from Ellington 

●​ Lake Placid  
○​ A small, scenic mountain town 

—best known for outdoor 
adventure and Olympic 
history. 

○​ Approximately 2 hours from 
Castleton church, 2.25 hours 
from Croghan church,  3.5 
hours from Ellington 

○​ Kids: Wild Center 
○​ High Falls Gorge 
○​ Ausable Chasm (NY)- Immerse yourself in a journey through time at one of the 

United States' oldest natural attractions (Established in 1870). Hike, float, or climb 
amidst the primeval Adirondack forest, encountering captivating landmarks such as 
Rainbow Falls, Elephant's Head, Column Rock, Hyde's Cave, and the serene Mystic 
Gorge. Delve hundreds of feet below to traverse natural stone walkways, marveling 
at the eons of geologic history etched in stone. Approximately 1 hour from Lake 
Placid 

 

https://clarksbears.com/
https://www.lakesregion.org/
https://www.visitlakegeorge.com/
https://www.lakeplacid.com/
https://www.wildcenter.org/
https://highfallsgorge.com/
https://www.ausablechasm.com/


Lake Champlain/Burlington VT 
Lake Champlain in Burlington, VT, is a premier year-round destination offering stunning 
Adirondack mountain views, 587 miles of shoreline, and extensive water recreation. Key 
attractions include the vibrant Church Street Marketplace, the ECHO (science & nature museum), 
Leahy Center for Lake Champlain, and the scenic Burlington Bike Path. It is a hub for boating, 
swimming, and ice-related winter activities. 

Approximately 1.5 hours from Castleton church, and  3.5 hours from Ellington 

Quechee Gorge VT 
The Quechee Gorge, formed 13,000 years ago by glacial activity, is Vermont's deepest gorge, 
stretching 165 feet down to the Ottauquechee River. With spectacular views from the Route 4 
bridge and scenic hiking trails, it's a must-see destination for visitors.  

Approximately 1.5 hours from Castleton church and 2.5 hours from Ellington 

Stowe VT 
Stowe, Vermont, in the summer is a premier outdoor 
destination offering hiking on Mount Mansfield, over 50 miles 
of mountain biking trails, and scenic, paved recreation paths. 
Visitors enjoy charming village shopping, local breweries, 
waterfalls, swimming holes, and the Gondola SkyRide for 
panoramic views. It is a cool, scenic escape known as the "Ski 
Capital of the East," thriving with activity from June through 
August. 

Approximately 2 hours from Castleton church and 3 ½ hours 
from Elington 

Woodstock, VT 
Historic buildings surrounding the central square, known as the Green, include the 1880s pink 
sandstone Norman Williams Public Library. Just north, Billings Farm & Museum is a functioning 
dairy farm, with an 1890 farmhouse and exhibits re-creating 19th-century farm life. Trails lace 
Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historical Park, which contains an 1800s Queen Anne–style 
mansion.  

Approximately 1 hour from Castleton church &  2.5 hours from Ellington 

Amish Country (Lancaster PA area) 
Amish Country in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, is the nation’s oldest Amish settlement, offering 
a blend of authentic 18th-century culture, scenic farmland, and traditional Pennsylvania Dutch 

 

https://www.helloburlingtonvt.com/
https://www.hartfordvtchamber.com/quechee-gorge-visitor-center/
https://gostowe.com/
https://www.stowe.com/explore-the-resort/activities-and-events/gondola-skyride.aspx
https://www.woodstockvt.com/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/amish/


charm. Top attractions include guided buggy rides, farmland tours, and historical sites like The 
Amish Village, alongside towns like Intercourse and Bird-in-Hand.  

Approximately 1 hour from Malvern church and 5 hours from Ellington 

Things to Do within or near amish country: 
●​ Sight and Sound: Joshua, Hershey 

Park, Hershey’s Chocolate World, hiking & 
biking 

●​ Shopping: The Main St Exchange, 
Kitchen Kettle Village, antique shops 

●​ Brandywine Valley - The Brandywine 
Valley, spanning northern Delaware and 
southeastern Pennsylvania, is a scenic 
region renowned for its du Pont family 
heritage, world-class gardens, and historic 

sites. Located just outside Wilmington, DE, it offers top attractions like Longwood Gardens, 
Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library, Nemours Estate and the First State National 
Historical Park. It is a premier destination for history lovers and outdoor enthusiasts, 
featuring rolling hills, museums, and over 23 miles of trails.  

●​ Valley Forge - Blends quiet natural beauty with deep historical significance. Rolling fields 
and wooded trails create a peaceful setting, but it’s best known for the Valley Forge 
encampment, where George Washington and his army endured a winter during the 
American Revolution. Today, Valley Forge National Historical Park preserves this legacy with 
scenic paths, reconstructed huts, and landmarks like Washington's Headquarters—offering 
a calm, reflective glimpse into a pivotal moment in American history. 

Philadelphia, PA  
Philadelphia is where America began. It’s where the Founding Fathers made history. It’s America’s 
first UNESCO World Heritage City. It’s about diversity and innovation, pretzels and cheesesteaks, 
Betsy Ross and Ben Franklin. 

Historic Downtown Philadelphia, USS New Jersey (BB-62) - Battleship Museum (across the river in 
NJ), and the Philadelphia Zoo 

Approx 40 minutes from Malvern church and 3hrs 45 mins from Ellington 

Hudson River Valley (NY) 
Starting outside of NYC and stretching up to Albany, NY where scenic beauty, outdoor adventure, 
and rich history come together along the winding path of the Hudson River. Rolling hills, orchards, 
and charming small towns create a landscape that shifts with the seasons. The valley is known for 
its grand historic estates, including the Vanderbilt Mansion, which showcase Gilded Age elegance 

 

https://www.sight-sound.com/shows/joshua
https://www.hersheypark.com/
https://www.hersheypark.com/
https://www.chocolateworld.com/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/blog/hiking-biking-lancaster-pa/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/blog/hiking-biking-lancaster-pa/
https://mainstreetexchangeapparel.com/
https://www.kitchenkettle.com/index.asp
https://www.visitwilmingtonde.com/?svap=40458&svat=cl&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=79301736&gbraid=0AAAAADpKoxg9O9vUlAdyRucIjVDkh47dk&gclid=CjwKCAjw-J3OBhBuEiwAwqZ_hyYcELg8O6Pthrm61C8Yt8JibG3v0AsffOohSVbUJCpfOj8jUNAUTRoCHkgQAvD_BwE
https://longwoodgardens.org/visit/hotels-attractions-packages/brandywine-valley-regional-attractions
https://www.winterthur.org/visit/plan-your-visit/visiting-the-brandywine-valley/
https://www.nemoursestate.org/
https://www.nps.gov/frst/planyourvisit/brandywine-valley.htm
https://www.nps.gov/frst/planyourvisit/brandywine-valley.htm
https://www.valleyforge.org/
https://www.visitphilly.com/
https://www.visitphilly.com/articles/philadelphia/official-historic-philadelphia-trail/
https://battleshipnewjersey.org/
https://www.philadelphiazoo.org/visit/?utm_medium=paid-search&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=philadelphia-zoo-2026-google-grant-national&utm_content=brand&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23669343533&gbraid=0AAAAApFDePA2BYFUuTr3EO7opuh_DTyFB&gclid=CjwKCAjw-J3OBhBuEiwAwqZ_h8ytsyzIjCMe-Daw8_4lvUHoZLTUqNdfSyIxjTcU-VSGXquK_GnMMhoCWIcQAvD_BwE
https://www.nps.gov/vama/index.htm


set against sweeping river views. Visitors can tour these homes, stroll formal gardens, and step 
into the lives of some of America’s most influential families.  In additional, other historic homes 
and places include the FDR Mansion & Presidential Library, Olana State Historic Site (mansion), 
Staatsburg State Park (Ogden Mills Mansion), Bannerman Castle, and the town of Sleepy Hollow - 
home to Kykuit (the Rockefeller estate, Lyndhurst Mansion,  Washington Irving's Sunnyside, and 
Philipsburg Manor. Outdoor activities are just as compelling—hiking in Bear Mountain State Park, 
kayaking on the river, biking along scenic rail trails, or apple picking at local farms. Towns like 
Beacon and Hudson offer vibrant arts scenes, galleries, and farm-to-table dining that reflect the 
region’s creative spirit. 

Approximately 2-2.5 hours from Ellington, 2-3.5 hours from Castleton church, and 3-4.5 hours 
from Croghan church 

Alexandria Bay/Thousand Islands (NY) 
Alexandria Bay is a lively destination in the Thousand Islands region, offering scenic boat tours to 
Boldt Castle and Singer Castle along with outdoor activities like kayaking, fishing, hiking, biking, 
and scuba diving on the St. Lawrence River. 
Visitors can enjoy a wide range of 
accommodations, golf courses, unique 
shopping, dining, and year-round events. 

Approx. 1 hour from Croghan church and 
5.5 hours from Ellington 

●​ Boldt Castle, Thousand Island Bridge, 
Uncle Sam’s Boat Tours, Rock Island 
Lighthouse, Wesley Island State Park 

●​ St Lawrence Seaway (NY) 

○​ The St. Lawrence Seaway is a 
system of rivers, locks, canals 
and channels in Eastern Canada and the Northern United States that permits 
oceangoing vessels to travel from the Atlantic Ocean to the Great Lakes of North 
America, as far inland as Duluth, Minnesota, at the western end of Lake Superior. 

○​ Eisenhower Lock 

Howe Caverns (NY) 
Howe Caverns is a limestone solutional cave, operated as a show cave, in the hamlet of Howes 
Cave, Schoharie County, New York. 

Approximately 2 ½ hours from Croghan 

 

https://www.nps.gov/hofr/index.htm
https://www.fdrlibrary.org/
https://olana.org/
https://www-1561p.bookeo.com/bookeo/b_staatsburghshs_start.html?ctlsrc2=v6nVERZ%2FGro6B2neU67t4MB70JGKH2mQPA99EZZFzVA%3D&src=02b
https://bannermancastle.org/
https://savingplaces.org/places/kykuit?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=37193952&gbraid=0AAAAAD3cOxI_QWIfx7LUme8VK324zXRJ-&gclid=CjwKCAjw-J3OBhBuEiwAwqZ_h1FWuzjIagpIvKq_Qu4_aNVs99N0FXkjI6_o62rS9pZULRLABtIcrRoCWx8QAvD_BwE
https://lyndhurst.org/
https://hudsonvalley.org/historic-sites/washington-irvings-sunnyside/
https://hudsonvalley.org/historic-sites/philipsburg-manor/
https://parks.ny.gov/visit/state-parks/anthony-wayne-recreation-area-bear-mountain-state-park
https://visitalexbay.org/
https://www.boldtcastle.com/visitorinfo/
https://www.singercastle.com/visitor-information/
https://www.boldtcastle.com/visitorinfo/
https://www.tibridge.com/
https://www.usboattours.com/
https://parks.ny.gov/visit/state-parks/rock-island-lighthouse-state-park
https://parks.ny.gov/visit/state-parks/rock-island-lighthouse-state-park
https://parks.ny.gov/visit/state-parks/wellesley-island-state-park
https://www.visitstlc.com/st-lawrence-seaway/
https://www.seaway.dot.gov/explore/seaway-visitor-center
https://howecaverns.com/


Erie Canal Village (NY) 
Walk the original Erie Canal Towpath, visit museums, look inside life on the canal, ride a train, 
explore the history of the forts that shaped our nation 

Approximately 1 ¼ hours from Croghan and 3 ½ hours from Ellington 

Finger Lakes (NY) 

The Finger Lakes are a group of 11 long, narrow, glacial lakes in Upstate New York, spanning a 
9,000-square-mile region known for wineries, waterfalls, and scenic gorges. A premier destination 
for outdoor recreation, the area features highlights like Watkins Glen State Park, Letchworth State 
Park, and Seneca Lake. 

Approximately 2.75 hours from Croghan church and 4.75 hours from Ellington  

 
 

 

Traveling to/from the West 
Don’t have time to travel in the East, but want to stop somewhere fun (kind of) along the way? 
Here are a few options! 

Niagara Falls (NY) 

Open 365 days a year, Niagara Falls State Park lives up to its reputation as a natural wonder of the 
world. America’s oldest state park provides an adventure-packed and family-friendly experience 
with incredible views. Thrilling attractions and interactive exhibits, riverfront hiking trails, and 
delectable dining options. Discover an unforgettable Niagara Falls escape with no passport 
required. 

Approximately 4 ¼ hours from Croghan and 6 ½ hours from Ellington 

Hocking Hills State Park (OH) 

Hocking Hills is a rugged, storybook landscape in southeastern Ohio, known for its towering 
sandstone cliffs, deep gorges, and cool, shaded forests. Winding trails lead to some of the park’s 
most iconic formations, including Old Man’s Cave, Ash Cave, and Cedar Falls—each carved over 
time by water and weather into dramatic natural sculptures. The park invites exploration 
year-round, whether hiking along cliffside paths, climbing over mossy rocks, or photographing 
waterfalls that swell after rain. In autumn, the forest canopy glows with color, while winter 
transforms the caves and cliffs into a quiet world of ice and stillness. Blending adventure with 
natural beauty, Hocking Hills offers a sense of escape—where every turn in the trail reveals 
something striking, serene, and a little unexpected. 

 

https://eriecanalvillageny.org/
https://www.visitfingerlakes.com/
https://parks.ny.gov/visit/state-parks/watkins-glen-state-park
https://letchworthpark.com/
https://letchworthpark.com/
https://parks.ny.gov/visit/state-parks/seneca-lake-state-park
https://www.niagarafallsstatepark.com/
https://www.hockinghills.com/


Ark Encounter & Creation Museum (KY) 

Ark Encounter: Ark Encounter 
features a full-size Noah’s Ark, 
built according to the 
dimensions given in the Bible. 
Inside are three decks of 
world-class exhibits, illustrating 
what life aboard the ark may 
have been like, discussing 
flood geology and the 
subsequent ice age, and so 
much more! 

Creation Museum: It’s an experience for the whole family. With a walk through biblical history, 
planetarium, special effects theater, botanical gardens, conservatory, zoo, zip line adventure 
course, and more, there’s discovery around every corner. 

Combo tickets can be purchased on both websites. 

 
 

 

Cities 
Prefer the city? Here are two cities close to Ellington that you can visit in a day or stay 
overnight to explore longer! Learn more about the city of Philadelphia in the Beyond Ellington 
section. 

Boston  
One of the oldest cities in the US known for its role in the American Revolution and landmarks like 
the Freedom Trail that connect many historic sites as well as its coastal landscape, seafood, and 
walkable neighborhoods It is an easy city to walk around or take the T (subway). 

1.5 hrs from Ellington.  

Things to do - The Freedom Trail, Boston Public 
Garden, Faneuil Hall Marketplace, Boston Duck 
Tour, Food Tour, Boston Tea Party Ships & 
Museum, Visit Harvard University, Boston 
Children's Museum, Museum of Science (with 
Omni Theater & Lightning Show), New England 
Aquarium, Whale Watch, JFK Presidential Library 

 

https://arkencounter.com/
https://creationmuseum.org/
https://www.thefreedomtrail.org/
https://www.boston.gov/parks/public-garden
https://www.boston.gov/parks/public-garden
https://faneuilhallmarketplace.com/
https://bostonducktours.com/
https://bostonducktours.com/
https://www.secretfoodtours.com/boston/food-tours-boston/
https://www.bostonteapartyship.com/
https://www.bostonteapartyship.com/
https://trademarktours.com/pages/public-tours-of-harvard
https://bostonchildrensmuseum.org/
https://bostonchildrensmuseum.org/
https://www.mos.org/
https://www.neaq.org/
https://www.neaq.org/
https://www.cityexperiences.com/boston/city-cruises/whale-watch/?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23139488793&gbraid=0AAAAAD_lx5nSPo1yl0GZpVJhCHw7aNzSR&gclid=Cj0KCQjwgr_NBhDFARIsAHiUWr5Rn2_o-z17Ib8KStqU-JO0bEoCS6T7RWxvO-JBFc1V_gVRsyqPwZIaAhiFEALw_wcB
https://www.jfklibrary.org/


New York City  

New York City (NYC) is the most populous city 
in the U.S., famous as a global hub for 
finance, culture, media, and fashion. Located 
at the mouth of the Hudson River, it consists 
of five boroughs—Manhattan, Brooklyn, 
Queens, The Bronx, and Staten Island—and 
is renowned for iconic landmarks, intense 
energy, and unparalleled diversity. 

Things to do - 911 Memorial & Museum, 
Central Park, Ellis Island & the Statue of 
Liberty, Rockefeller Center, Walk the 
Brooklyn Bridge, NY Public Library, Food Tour, Chelsea Market, Walk the Highline, St. Patrick's 
Cathedral, The Empire State Building, Visit Times Square  

Getting there: 

●​ By Car - 2.5-3 hrs (with minimal traffic) from Ellington 

●​ By Train - 1 hr drive from Ellington to Union Station (New Haven), then 2hr train ride to 
Grand Central Station 

 
 

 

Nearby ACCA Churches & Contact Information 
The small churches in the east would love to have you visit during your travels! Please reach 
out to the contacts below if you have questions about the area, or if you plan to attend on a 
Sunday. 

●​ Castleton, VT 
○​ 3 hours from Ellington 
○​ Rebecca Beutel 
○​ https://www.castletonacchurch.org/  

●​ Malvern, PA 
○​ 4 ½ hours (without traffic) from Ellington 
○​ Brittany Lanz 
○​ https://www.philadelphiaacchurch.org/   

●​ Croghan-Naumburg, NY 
○​ 4 ½ hours from Ellington 
○​ Paul Virkler 

 

https://www.911memorial.org/visit
https://www.centralpark.com/
https://www.statuecitycruises.com/
https://www.statuecitycruises.com/
https://www.rockefellercenter.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=18882884600&gbraid=0AAAAADtDYpWN_N5s_xuq43e3grKGc96p6&gclid=CjwKCAjw687NBhB4EiwAQ645dqiSp3mPWmiWXVTOfmINIWVP5LNyc2nyZ8rUe2IcF9nHX4kEEGZ2nhoCNSQQAvD_BwE
https://www.exp1.com/blog/how-to-walk-the-brooklyn-bridge-from-manhattan-and-brooklyn/
https://www.exp1.com/blog/how-to-walk-the-brooklyn-bridge-from-manhattan-and-brooklyn/
https://www.nypl.org/spotlight/schwarzman-plan-your-visit
https://www.secretfoodtours.com/new-york/
https://www.chelseamarket.com/
https://www.thehighline.org/visit/?utm_source=highline&utm_medium=website-homepage&utm_content=website-homepage&utm_campaign=ticketing
https://saintpatrickscathedral.org/
https://saintpatrickscathedral.org/
https://www.esbnyc.com/
https://www.timessquarenyc.org/
https://www.castletonacchurch.org/
https://www.philadelphiaacchurch.org/


○​ https://www.apostolicchristian.org/congregations/croghan-naumburg  
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