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Parking and Road Safety - A Wider Consideration

Last week, we reminded parents and carers about the importance of safe and 
considerate driving around the school, following a report of unsafe driving in Acre 
Close. We would like to reiterate this message and broaden the reminder to the 

wider area around our school entrances.

Dear Parents and Carers

'Once Upon a Scarecrow' Competition

We are excited to announce the launch of our new Scarecrow Design Competition, 
organised by our dedicated PTA! The theme is ‘Once Upon a Scarecrow’, with 

children invited to take inspiration from their favourite books, fairy tales, nursery 
rhymes and storybook characters.

The safety of our children needs to be the highest consideration when choosing where and how to park. 
We have received feedback from parents who are concerned about vehicles being parked at the ends of 

roads and on or close to corners, making it difficult for pedestrians to see approaching traffic and, 
importantly, for drivers to see children and families who are trying to cross.

This can be particularly difficult for parents with young children, pushchairs or toddlers, who may need to 
move further into the road to see around parked vehicles before they can cross safely. Parking in these 

locations can therefore create a risk well beyond the immediate school entrance.

We understand that parking close to school can be challenging, particularly at busy drop-off and collection 
times. However, we ask all families to consider the wider impact of where they leave their vehicle, rather 
than simply whether they can park there. Please avoid parking where you could obstruct visibility, block 

access or make it difficult for pedestrians to cross safely.

As we said last week, our recommendation is that, wherever possible, parents park further 
away from the school and make the short walk in. This helps to reduce congestion and, most 

importantly, creates a safer environment for everyone.

Thank you for your continued cooperation and for helping us to make the safety of all 
children and families the priority when travelling to and from school.

Entries cost £1 via ParentPay and designs should be completed on the competition template and 
returned to the school office by Thursday 8th October. A winner will be chosen from each class, with 

certificates awarded to celebrate their fantastic designs.

One overall winning design will then be brought to life as a real school scarecrow, with the class 
winners working together to create it. Our finished scarecrow will be displayed as part of the Plough 

and Harrow community scarecrow walk on Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th October.

A huge thank you to our PTA for organising this wonderful opportunity. We look forward to seeing lots 
of imaginative ‘Once Upon a Scarecrow’ creations!
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Harvest Assembly Foodbank Collection

Thank you to all our families for demonstrating such wonderful kindness, generosity and community spirit.

We were delighted to celebrate our annual Harvest Assembly, giving children the 
opportunity to reflect on the meaning of Harvest, share their thoughts and enjoy 

songs they had been learning. It was a lovely opportunity for our school 
community to come together and celebrate this important occasion.

Our Harvest Foodbank Challenge also encouraged the children to get involved, with the class 
collecting the most food receiving a certificate and an afternoon treat of their choice. The total amount 

collected is shared later in this newsletter.

As part of our Harvest celebrations, families were also invited to support the Warwick District Foodbank, 
and we were overwhelmed by the generosity of our school community. A huge amount of food was 

collected, helping to support local families and those in need. We are incredibly grateful to everyone who 
contributed

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend.

Mrs Donna Ellison
Headteacher

Achievement Assembly

A big thank you to all the parents and carers who joined us for our first Achievement 
Assembly of the year. This was also the first assembly to follow our new Effective 

Learning Behaviour format, providing a special opportunity to recognise and celebrate 
the achievements of our children and to share this important moment with their families.

Following our first Achievement Assembly, we invited parents and carers to share their feedback. 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to respond. We have listened carefully to your comments 

and have already made some tweaks to the format to further improve the experience for children and 
families. We look forward to welcoming parents and carers to our next Achievement Assembly at the 

end of October and continuing to develop this important opportunity to celebrate our children together.

The purpose of the new format is not only to celebrate success, but also to create dedicated time for 
children and their parents and carers to celebrate together. It also enables us to make better use of our 
Monday assemblies earlier in the month, giving me and Mr Hitchins regular opportunities to meet with 
the children and reinforce key messages about our school values, expectations and effective learning 
behaviours, as well as providing time for collective reflection. In addition, classes now have dedicated 

time each week to look together at the school newsletter, helping children develop a shared 
understanding of what is happening across the school, while also reading about and celebrating the 

achievements of others.
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Attendance

Mrs Miller Says ...

Please clearly label all cardigans, jumpers, PE kit, hoodies and coats.

We are a NUT FREE school
As we have several pupils with severe nut allergies, please do not send your child in with 

ANY nuts, or products containing nuts. This does include sesame seeds.

If your child is late to school for any reason and 
require a school lunch, this must be emailed or called 

through to the school office before 9.30am

Children MUST be in the school building before 9.00am for registration.  Doors will be closed at this time and if children have 
missed this, they will need to be brought to the office by parents/carers to ensure that we have them marked as present in 
school and to make sure they have their lunches ordered.  If this does not happen, it runs the risk of the office not knowing 

children are in class and they will not be ordered a lunch.
 

LATE CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY THEIR PARENT/CARER SO THEY CAN SIGN THEM IN 
AND NOT LEFT TO ENTER ON THEIR OWN.

Well Done Elm

 We would also like to remind parents and 
carers that you need to call the absence line 

each morning that your child is absent, 
before 9am with their symptoms or reason for 

absence.  You can also email 
admin2324@welearn365.com

Thank you for your  co-operation.

We want to remind parents and carers of the 
importance of getting children to school on 
time, so that they do not miss their learning.

Miss Emma Lindon
Attendance Champion

All children must have a 
named coat and water bottle in 

school every day.

Holly & Ivy
Please activate your Parent Pay accounts.
If  you need another activation letter, please 

contact the school office.
 

Please note that ALL correspondence is 
shared through our Parent Pay system, so it is 

extremely important you activate your 
account.  If you need any help, please contact 

the office.

All Classes
Please remember to inform the school if any of 

your child's contact details or medical 
conditions change.

 Parent Pay

Reminder that if you haven't already, the 
payment item for swimming is live on Parent 

Pay for payment.
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Word Count

CERTIFICATES 
Wow!  What great Boom Reader totals! Let's hope it continues......  

 
Certificates this week go to Maple and Oak, for achieving their 1 million words.

Top Quizzers

JUNIPER

Boomreaders

IVY

Word Count Winners

ROWN
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Interview with Nicole
Author of Katie The Brave

Why did you decide to write your book?
I love reading so much that I wanted to write my own book 
and it was something to do in my spare time.  I would love it 
if other children read it and enjoy it.  

Where did you get your idea from?  

One day I was sitting in my room, doodling and I had the idea of a girl going 
to school and something amazing happens.

"I've got a second book coming out - probably next year.  I think maybe it will be a mixture of 
romance, comedy and fun!"

You can get 
your hands on 
this book from 

Amazon

BoomReadathon
Winners 

Announcement
During Monday's 

Assembly 
and on the Newsletter

COMING SOON RE
MI
ND
ER

Thank you to all the children 
and parents who have signed 
up for Young Voices this year! 

Just a reminder from Miss 
Simmons that rehearsals start 
on Monday 12th October with 

Miss Simmons in Maple 
classroom until 4pm.
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Year 3 had a fantastic cooking 
lesson last week, learning how to 

make delicious blackberry and 
coconut squares! The children 

practised combining wet and dry 
ingredients, as well as using their 

fingers and thumbs to create a 
crumbly texture. They followed 
the instructions carefully and 

worked with great enthusiasm to 
produce their delicious final 

creations. Well done, Year 3! 

Harvest Assembly and Collection
Thank you to everyone who donated.  This much needed 

food will be taken to our local food bank next week.

Here are the results of the class collections.  

First place - with 89 items - JUNIPER
Second place - with 86 items - HAZEL

Third place - with 85 items - OAK
Fourth place - with 70 items - ASH
Fifth place - with 43 items - PINE
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European Day of 

Languages

Last week, the whole school celebrated European Languages Day, exploring the importance of languages and 
celebrating the wonderful diversity within our school community!

Year 1 focused on French, learning how to say “Bonjour” for hello and listening to some nursery rhymes in 
French. The children loved joining in and listening to the songs!

Year 2 had lots of fun learning how to say hello in different languages with lots of our children able to share 
correct pronunciation from their country. They then researched different European flags and chose their 

favourites!

Year 3 developed their French conversation skills by learning how to say hello, ask someone’s name and ask how 
they are. They also enjoyed learning about different European flags.

Year 5 and 6 also enjoyed a range of fun 
activities, including identifying different flags, 

learning greetings in a variety of languages and 
creating a flag for their own imaginary country.

To finish the day, Miss Simmons led a whole-
school assembly celebrating all the wonderful 

languages spoken within our school community. 
It was a fantastic opportunity to celebrate our 

diversity and recognise the importance and joy of 
learning languages!

Year 4 spent time learning about the different European flags before having 
fun learning how to play Simon Says in French!
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Please ensure that children wear the correct PE kit, 
suitable for both indoor and outdoor lessons and 

playtimes. 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. Navy/black 
tracksuit or joggers and sweatshirt/hoodie. 

PE Days

Please ensure that the correct 
swimming kit is brought into 

school on your child’s 
allocated swimming day.

All PE kit should be plain or has the school 
badge on it. Brand logos are permitted but must 
be small. Other colours and football shirts may 

not to be worn.

Here are the days allocated to each class for PE.  
Please keep checking this list, as it can change, 

however, you will be notified via the class teacher 
if this happens.

Don't forget to put your 
child's name in their PE kit.

Class PE Day

Holly & Ivy Wednesday

Hazel Tuesday & Wednesday

Hawthorn Wednesday & Friday

Pine
Monday & Friday

Cedar

Maple Monday & Wednesday

Sycamore Thursday

Juniper Tuesday & Friday

Chestnut Tuesday - Swimming
& Friday

Ash
Tuesday & Wednesday

Elm

Oak
Wednesday & Thursday

Rowan

Date (week commencing) Year Group Recipe

21.09.26 Year 3 Blackberry & Coconut Squares

28.09.26 Year 1 Ginger Shortbread

05.10.26 Reception Parkin

19.10.26 Year 2 Welsh Cakes

09.11.26 Year 5 Toffee Apple Cake

25.11.26 Year 4 Mince Pies

09.12.26 Year 6 Winter Berry Triffle

Look What We Are Cooking 
This Term
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https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals
https://www.manage-vaccinations-in-schools.nhs.uk/consents/8AT4xM3g9a/flu/start
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Welcome to a brand new school year! A huge welcome to all our returning families and those 
who are new to the school. It is going to be an exciting year ahead, and we cannot wait to work 

together to support our children.
It was absolutely great to see so many people at our EGM recently! Thank you to everyone 

who attended and showed such brilliant enthusiasm for the year ahead. You can find the 
minutes of the meeting on the website.  We are delighted to introduce your newly appointed 

Friends of Whitnash Committee:

We have lots of exciting events coming up, starting very soon with our entry into the local 
Scarecrow Festival run by The Plough and Harrow! This year's official competition theme is 
"Once Upon a Scarecrow"—so think of your favourite storybooks, fairy tales, and magical 

characters!
Here is how your child can get involved:

•    The Competition: We are running with the theme "Once Upon a Scarecrow". Design a 
scarecrow using the template provided in the letter sent home. It is just £1 to enter, with payment 
to be made via ParentPay.
•    The Prize: The winning designer will be chosen by the school. That child, along with a team 
of runners-up, will get to actually build and make the scarecrow!
•    Key Dates:
           Thursday 8th October: Deadline for design entries.
           Friday 16th October: Scarecrow building day for the winner and runners-up!
           Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th October: Scarecrow festival taking place. 
           Maps can be purchased from the Plough and Harrow in Whitnash at a cost of £2.50.

•    Email Us: If you can help out, please email us at friendsofwhitnash@gmail.com
•    Join the Chat: We now have a dedicated Friends of Whitnash' WhatsApp group to stay 
updated and chat about volunteering. Express your interest by emailing us with your full name 
and telephone number, and you will be added to the group!

Chair
Rachel Clark

Secretary
Alice Stevens

Treasurer
Kathryn Catchpole

Vice Treasurer
Charlie Orange

Fundraising & 
Grant Lead

Donna Roberts

Upcoming Events

WE NEED YOU! GET INVOLVED!
We really appreciate any help you can give. To make all of our upcoming events a huge 

success for the school, we need hands on deck. Even if you can only spare a little time, it 
makes a massive difference!

Let’s work together to make this the best year yet for Whitnash Primary!
The Friends of Whitnash Primary School Committee
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04 November 2026
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https://coolmilk.com/parents/
https://coolmilk.com/contact/
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The following pages are filled with information of 
things to do, things to see for you and your 

children in and around Warwickshire.

Children's Clubs 
and
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Family Support

The following pages contain lots of information 
for parent/family support.
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From 5th October 2026
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Tuesday 29 September 2026
This week's Family Information 

Service newsletter includes 
information about:

Latest SEND newsletter
Kinship Care Week

The Big Future survey

 
and much more!

Click here for Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/warwickshire/family-information-service-newsletter-1219204-96fqcdqqps-8834504?e=34400e9eb1


21



22



23

Lunch Menu - 12 October 2026

Menu
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View 2026/27 calendar herePlease note that dates are subject to change

What's On ...

https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/Home/Term_Dates

