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Harvest Assembly and Foodbank Challenge

We are looking forward to our annual Harvest Assembly on Friday 2nd October, giving children the 
opportunity to reflect on the meaning of Harvest, learn about its significance within the Christian 

calendar, and celebrate together through songs and reflection.

Dear Parents and Carers

As part of our Harvest celebrations, we are also supporting the Warwick District 
Foodbank. We are inviting families to donate items from the Foodbank’s current 

list of essential supplies between Monday 21st September and Friday 2nd 
October. A letter has already been sent with details of the items that the Food 

Bank find most helpful. 

To encourage everyone to get involved, we will be holding a Harvest Foodbank Challenge. The class 
collecting the greatest amount of food will receive a certificate and an afternoon treat of their choice! 
Therefore, all donations should be brought into school and taken to classrooms so that they can be 

counted. Any items left with the school office will not be counted in the class totals. 

Every donation, however large or small, can make a difference. Thank you for helping us to encourage 
kindness, generosity and a strong sense of community among our children.

Reception Parent Meeting

We are hoping that as many Reception parents and carers as possible will be able to join us. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

Thank you to all the Reception parents and carers who joined us for our Reception Curriculum Parent 
Meeting yesterday. It was lovely to welcome so many of you and to share information about your child’s 

first year at Whitnash Primary.

If you were unable to attend, the PowerPoint slides from the presentation 
will be available on the Reception section of our school website, so please 

do take the opportunity to look through them.
 https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/Classes/Reception_Holly_Ivy

We are also pleased to confirm that a further Reception Parent Meeting focusing on reading and 
phonics has been arranged for Wednesday 14th October at 5.00pm. This will be an important 

opportunity to find out more about how we teach early reading and phonics in school and, importantly, 
how you can support your child at home.

If there is a reason your child should not attend the Harvest Assembly,  please contact the school 
administration team to let us know.

https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/Classes/Reception_Holly_Ivy


Home Reading - Boom Read

A reminder that regular reading at home makes a significant difference to 
children’s confidence, vocabulary, fluency and progress across the 

curriculum. We expect all children to read at home regularly, with a minimum 
of once a week, and for parents and carers to record each reading session on 

the Boom Read App.

The start of a new school year is the perfect time to establish positive reading 
habits. Whether your child reads independently, reads aloud to an adult, shares a 

book with you or listens to you reading, please make reading a regular and 
enjoyable part of your home routine.

Our BoomReadathon is also underway this month, encouraging children to build the habit of reading 
and recording their reading at home. Children are working towards individual and class totals, with 

prizes to be won.

Please make reading a priority at home this year. Read regularly with your child and remember to record 
every reading session on Boom Read. Your support and consistency really can make a lasting difference 

to your child’s reading confidence, enjoyment and achievement.

Letters have been sent to Key Stage 1 and 2 parents last week about this. A 
letter has also been sent today to all Reception parents to explain how children 
will be rewarded for their home reading and how parents can help ensure good 

reading habits are started for our youngest children. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping us to develop a strong love of reading across our school.

Roald Dahl Day

On Monday 14th September, we celebrated Roald Dahl Day with a wonderful day of reading, creativity 
and activities inspired by some of his much-loved stories

Each year group explored a different Roald Dahl book, with 
children enjoying opportunities to delve into the characters, 

settings and imaginative worlds created by this much-loved author. 
From The Enormous Crocodile and The Twits to George’s 

Marvellous Medicine, Danny, the Champion of the World and 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, there was plenty of fun and 

enthusiasm throughout the school.

It was lovely to see children enjoying Roald Dahl’s stories and 
celebrating the magic of reading together.



Attendance Matters

It is particularly important to act early. A child who misses 10% or more of their school 
sessions is classed as a persistent absentee. This equates to missing around one day every 

two weeks and can have a significant impact on learning, progress and friendships.

 Regular attendance is a national priority, and the government expects schools, families and 
local authorities to work together to ensure children attend school regularly.

For children of compulsory school age, parents and carers have a 
legal responsibility to ensure their child receives a full-time education. 
This means attending school every day unless there is an authorised 

reason for absence, such as illness.

The national ambition is to improve attendance and return rates to the levels seen before the 
pandemic, with attendance of over 95%. At Whitnash Primary, we monitor attendance carefully 
and work closely with families where attendance begins to cause concern. Equally, if parents 

wish to discuss any concern about their child/ren's attendance then please contact us. 

Please help your child make 
the most of every school day. 

Good attendance supports 
learning, confidence, 

friendships and success.
  

 Every day really does count!

Every school day counts! 

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend.

Mrs Donna Ellison
Headteacher
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Attendance

Mrs Miller Says ...

Please clearly label all cardigans, jumpers, PE kit, hoodies and coats.

We are a NUT FREE school
As we have several pupils with severe nut allergies, please do not send your child in with 

ANY nuts, or products containing nuts. This does include sesame seeds.

If your child is late to school for any reason and 
require a school lunch, this must be emailed or called 

through to the school office before 9.30am

Children MUST be in the school building before 9.00am for registration.  Doors will be closed at this time and if children have 
missed this, they will need to be brought to the office by parents/carers to ensure that we have them marked as present in 
school and to make sure they have their lunches ordered.  If this does not happen, it runs the risk of the office not knowing 

children are in class and they will not be ordered a lunch.
 

LATE CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY THEIR PARENT/CARER SO THEY CAN SIGN THEM IN 
AND NOT LEFT TO ENTER ON THEIR OWN.

Well Done Ivy

 We would also like to remind parents and 
carers that you need to call the absence line 

each morning that your child is absent, 
before 9am with their symptoms or reason for 

absence.  You can also email 
admin2324@welearn365.com

Thank you for your  co-operation.

We want to remind parents and carers of the 
importance of getting children to school on 
time, so that they do not miss their learning.

Miss Emma Lindon
Attendance Champion

All children must have a 
named coat and water bottle in 

school every day.

Holly & Ivy
Please activate your Parent Pay accounts.
If  you need another activation letter, please 

contact the school office.
 

Please note that ALL correspondence is 
shared through our Parent Pay system, so it is 

extremely important you activate your 
account.  If you need any help, please contact 

the office.

All Classes
 Can we please remind all parents that 

children are not to bring smart phones to 
school.

Items For Payment Now on 
Parent Pay

Swimming - Chestnut
 Guitar 

Breakfast Club

100%
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Word Count

CERTIFICATES 
Wow!  What great Boom Reader totals! Let's hope it continues......  

No certificates this week.

Top Quizzers

ROWAN

Boomreaders

ASH

Word Count Winners

ROWAN
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Dear Parents & Carers

This week in school, we have been 
reading Kitchen Disco - a fun story 

about fruit that come to life at night and 
throw a disco in the kitchen!

To celebrate, we would like to invite all Reception children to our very own

Date:    Friday 25th September 2026
Place:   Reception classroom

Time:   1.00pm

Please note that the disco will take place during the school day, so 
unfortunately, we are unable to invite parents and carers to attend.

Dress code:  We would love children to come to school 
dressed in a brightly coloured or fruit themed top.  This 

can be worn along with their school uniform e.g. 
school shorts, trousers, skirt.

As part of the fun, we will be tasting a variety of fruit, dancing and 
enjoying some party games.

If your child has any fruit allergies that you have not already 
informed us about, please let a member of the Reception team 

know as soon as possible.

Best wishes.
The Reception Team
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Whitnash Primary celebrated Roald Dahl Story day on Monday 14th September.  
 Here are some of the things we got up to!

Year 6 have focused on Danny Champion of the World. They 
took part in some retrieval and inference tasks, including drawing 
what they think Danny's caravan looks like from the description in 
the text. After reading some more chapters of the book, some Year 

6 children replied to their teacher's log on Boom Reader about 
what impression they got of Danny.

 Year 3 enjoyed finding out more about Mr Twit and his 
disgusting beard! They had fun thinking about all the 
disgusting things that might be hidden inside it and 

after drawing it, wrote a piece of descriptive writing that 
would make your stomach churn! 

Year 2 used the front cover to choose adjectives 
that described the Enormous Crocodile.  They 

looked very carefully and chose appropriate 
adjectives to describe the different parts.  They also 

wrote a prediction about what they thought was 
going to happen.

Year 4 thought about all of the amazing quotes that are inspiring from a range of 
Roald Dahl books.  They chose their favourite quotes and explained the reasons 

for their choices.

Year 3 were also employed briefly in Willie Wonka's Chocolate Factory Sweet Testing Lab where Willie Wonka 
set them 4 questions. They had to use their Scientific skills to discover the answers. They had lots of fun testing 

and finding out the answers and recognising that Scientists answer questions in different ways.  Why not ask 
your child what they found out? (and if Wonka let them test any of his products!) 

• Which sweet can Wonka make a floating boat out of?
• What temperature water changes the water colour the most?
• Which chocolate (white, milk or dark) will melt the quickest to 
make his chocolate river?
• Which sweets will change in water? How do they change?
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Please ensure that children wear the correct PE kit, 
suitable for both indoor and outdoor lessons and 

playtimes. 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. Navy/black 
tracksuit or joggers and sweatshirt/hoodie. 

PE Days

Please ensure that the correct 
swimming kit is brought into 

school on your child’s 
allocated swimming day.

All PE kit should be plain or has the school 
badge on it. Brand logos are permitted but must 
be small. Other colours and football shirts may 

not to be worn.

Here are the days allocated to each class for PE.  
Please keep checking this list, as it can change, 

however, you will be notified via the class teacher 
if this happens.

Don't forget to put your 
child's name in their PE kit.

Class PE Day

Holly & Ivy Wednesday

Hazel Tuesday & Wednesday

Hawthorn Wednesday & Friday

Pine
Monday & Friday

Cedar

Maple Monday & Wednesday

Sycamore Thursday

Juniper Tuesday & Friday

Chestnut Tuesday - Swimming
& Friday

Ash
Tuesday & Wednesday

Elm

Oak
Wednesday & Thursday

Rowan

Extra-Curricular Clubs
Autumn Term 2026/27

Places are going fast 
Get your reply slip in as soon as possible!
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https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals
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04 November 2026
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https://coolmilk.com/parents/
https://coolmilk.com/contact/


19

The following pages are filled with information of 
things to do, things to see for you and your 

children in and around Warwickshire.

Children's Clubs 
and
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Family Support

The following pages contain lots of information 
for parent/family support.



21



22

Tuesday 15 September 2026
This week's Family Information 

Service newsletter includes 
information about:

Sure Start Maternity Grant
October half term with Warwickshire Country Parks

Ready Steady Dance at Bedworth Library 

 
and much more!

Click here for Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/warwickshire/family-information-service-newsletter-1219204-96fqcdqqps-8834368?e=33781de564
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Lunch Menu - 21 September2026
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View 2026/27 calendar herePlease note that dates are subject to change

What's On ...

https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/Home/Term_Dates

