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Dear Parents/Carers

Wishing you all a warm and sunny weekend - Mrs Donna Ellison - Headteacher

Year 2 Go Pond Dipping
This week Year 2 pupils have been out to Campion School to participate in a Pond Dipping experience. 
This visit formulated part of our commitment to outdoor learning. Campion have a wonderful Outdoor 

Learning space which includes a large mature pond area.

In Music, children also had the opportunity to create an ocean-inspired soundscape (a piece of music made 
up of different sounds that represent a setting or mood). They used instruments, body percussion, or 

everyday objects to recreate the sounds of the sea, such as waves, bubbles, and sea creatures.

Children Create An Ocean-Inspired Soundscape

Children took a closer look at the plants and wildlife that live there, whilst enjoying pond dipping . This visit was also 
undertaken to support Year 2's Science and topic learning. We know the children had a great time and the weather 

today was perfect for this activity.

Arts Week

This week children across the school have been taking part in Arts Week. This year, Arts Week has 
coincided with National Earth Day (22nd April). The theme of the week has therefore had a dual focus 

on reducing plastic use and exploring the impact of plastic pollution on our planet through Art.

The Eco Club had been busy collecting a large amount of plastic for us to reuse creatively. Our whole-
school arts focus will be “Plastic in Our Oceans”, with classes creating fish sculptures and artworks using recycled 

plastic materials. Mrs Gougeon from My Art and Soul has been in school completing a project on canvas with Year 3 
and Year 5. We thank Mrs Gougeon for her on-going partnership with Whitnash - we know the children always enjoy 

and get a great deal from these focused Art sessions with a qualified artist.

We thank Mrs Smith (our Art's Leader) and Miss Simmons (our Music lead) for organising a great week of enriched 
learning experiences. Whilst embedding art skills, we also hope that we have inspired our children and raised their 

awareness of the need for environmental protection and climate action relating to plastic. 

We will be writing to parents and children next week with news about the introduction of a new approach to playtimes 
at Whitnash. Our school have bought into The Outdoor Play and Learning Primary Programme (OPAL). This is a 

programme aims to improve children’s play opportunities at break and lunchtimes. This is a huge and very exciting 
investment for our school and we are looking forward to sharing more about it, and giving parents the opportunity to 

offer their thoughts this.

New Approach To Playtimes

Year 6 Cake Sale

We thank our Parent Teacher Association (PTA) for their organisation of the Year 6 cake sale today. These sales are 
always well-received. We thank parents and children for their cakes donations, baking and for running the stall this 

evening. We are hopeful funds raised with further support the development of our play spaces in school. Further cake 
sales for other year groups are in the pipe-line.
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Attendance

Mrs Miller Says ...

Please clearly label all cardigans, jumpers, PE kit, hoodies and coats.

Well Done Ivy

We are a NUT FREE school
As we have several pupils with severe nut allergies, please do not send your child in with 

ANY nuts, or products containing nuts. This does include sesame seeds.

Reminder that if your child is late to school for any reason and require a school lunch, this must be 
emailed or called through to the school office before 9.30am

Children MUST be in the school building before 9.00am for registration.  Doors will be closed at this time and if children 
have missed this, they will need to be brought to the office by parents/carers to ensure that we have them marked as 

present in school and to make sure they have their lunches ordered.  If this does not happen, it runs the risk of the office 
not knowing children are in class and they will not be ordered a lunch.

 
LATE CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY THEIR PARENT/CARER SO THEY CAN SIGN 

THEM IN AND NOT LEFT TO ENTER ON THEIR OWN.

All classes
Can we please request that parents do not obstruct resident's 

driveways at drop off and collection. We have a number of local 
residents with medical needs who require 24hour access to their 

driveways.

 The weather is still very changeable, please ensure that all children 
have a named coat in school with them every day.

Can we please remind parents that children with long hair (boys and 
girls) must have it tied back whilst they are at school.

Reminder that all children in years 3-6 should bring a snack from 
home to eat at break time. This must be a healthy snack such as a 
piece of fruit or vegetable. All children in KS2 receive a free snack.

Urgent reminder to all 
parents

Can we please ask all 
parents to keep any 

balances on Parent Pay as 
minimal as possible. These 
really do put schools under 

unnecessary financial 
pressure. If you have a 

balance outstanding, please 
make regular payments to 

clear them.

 We would also like to remind parents and 
carers that you need to call the absence line 

each morning that your child is absent, 
before 9am with their symptoms or reason for 

absence.  You can also email 
admin2324@welearn365.com

Thank you for your  co-operation.

We want to remind parents and carers of the 
importance of getting children to school on 
time, so that they do not miss their learning.

Miss Emma Lindon
Attendance Champion

mailto:admin2324@welearn365.com
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This Week's Achievements

Melissa Poppy

Melissa worked independently to write a 
sentence about her Easter break, 

confidently applying her phonic knowledge, 
including special friends. What a fabulous 

writer you are!

Poppy eagerly joined in our whole-class 
learning about floating and sinking. She 

watched others test objects in the water and 
waited patiently for her turn. When it was her 

turn, she placed her chosen object in the 
water and observed that it floated. When 
challenged to make it sink, she pushed it 

down and laughed as it bobbed back up to 
the surface. Fantastic participation and 

exploration, Poppy!

Antoni Elizabeth

Antoni has settled back in fantastically after 
easter. He has listened well and has been 

focusing on his work. Antoni has been 
doing some fantastic collaboration in his 

partner work in science and topic this 
week, looking at the seasons and weather. 

Well done Antoni!

Lizzy always perseveres in her learning. She 
works really hard and has particularly 

enjoyed maths this week where we have 
been measuring objects in the classroom. 

Lizzy has gone above and beyond in this and 
has even asked to do extra! Keep up the 

good work Lizzy!

Samuel Lily-Mae

Samuel has been working so hard this 
week, especially in his writing. He has 
really enjoyed writing about the Hell 

Bunnies. He has shared some wonderful 
ideas. Well done Samuel!

Lily always comes to school with a big smile 
on her face. She has come back this week 
with great attitude to her learning, you can 

see she is really trying her best in everything! 
Well done Lily-Mae.
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Key Stage 1

Hunter Eowyn

Hunter has been trying so hard with his 
writing! This week, he wrote his own 

fantastic version of Jack and the 
Beanstalk. He used his phonics knowledge 
brilliantly, remembering lots of his ‘special 

friends’ to help him spell. Hunter even 
added illustrations to his story. Well done, 

Hunter!

Eowyn has really impressed us with her 
fantastic science knowledge this week! Her 
use of scientific vocabulary and thoughtful 

predictions have been amazing. 
Well done, Eowyn!

Paul-John Alexander

P.J has made a great start to the summer 
term and shown a positive and thoughtful 
approach to this learning. He is showing 
good focus and concentration to work 

independently. P.J has really impressed me 
with how reflective he can be about his 

work and has begun to spot and fix errors 
made in his letter formations. 

Keep it up P.J!

Alexander has really impressed me with how 
positively he has started the summer term. 

He is growing in confidence to work 
independently and shows bravery ask for 
help when it is needed. I have been really 
impressed with his knowledge of number 

bonds and he is now working on his 2x table! 
Alexander is always an enthusiastic member 
of our class, and it is wonderful to see the joy 

and fun he has with his learning. 
Keep it up Alexander!

George Rupert

George has had a really positive start to 
the Summer term. He has been sharing 

amazing answers, collaborating well with 
his classmates and challenging himself 

with his work. He has particularly shone in 
Maths with his great knowledge of 

measurements! 
Keep up the hard work George!

Rupert has had a great positive attitude to 
the new term, showing a fantastic readiness 
to learn and completing his work to a high 

quality. He has shared insightful thoughts in 
a mature way and has been showing great 

positive learning behaviours.
 Keep up the great work Rupert!
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Word Count Winners

Boomreaders of the week

Top QuizzesCHESTNUT
HAZEL

ASH

Word Count

Lots of achievements this week - Fantastic!  
We say well done to Ash class for achieving their 5 million words, Elm, for achieving their 7 Million words, Maple, for achieving 

their 2 million words, Rowan, for achieving their 13 million words
Well done to Alasdair in Maple, Billy in Ash, for achieving their 1 million words, Rufus, for achieving his 3 million words - Great!

We also say well done to Razin, Alasdair and Evelyn, for achieving their SILVER raccoon awards, and Emily,  Stefan and 
Austin for achieving their Bronze awards.
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Science Fair Project 2026

The winners are:

Huge congratulations to all the children who entered this year's Science Fair. Once again we have had 
so many amazing entries! Every single one impressed our judge. She was so impressed by the time 
and effort spent by children and their families working at home. The children had researched such an 
interesting range of subjects and really enjoyed presenting their learning to our Science expert, Mrs 

Bibb. We would like to say a huge thank you to Mrs Bibb for giving up her time to judge the competition. 

Lara and Elouise (Rec and Year 2) 
James and Elizabeth (Yr 1 and 2) 
Immy, Seth and Llando (Rec, Yr2 and Yr5)
Ela (Yr 3) 
Pranil (Yr3)
Maanvi (Yr 3)
Jaya, Kiera and Kayan (Yr 4 and 6)
Grace (Yr 5) 
Myra (Yr 6) 

All children who entered will receive a certificate in their next achievement assembly 
and the winners will receive a letter shortly with details of their prize, which is a exciting 

Science outing in July. 
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Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2

Summer 1 - 24.04.26
Engineering Challenge

Floating on Air:  Make A CD Hovercraft

The Challenge:

Use a balloon and a CD to make a 
'hovercraft' that will hover slightly above a 

surface and move by itself.

• an old CD
• a plastic bottle top
• glue or masking tape
• a balloon

Materials Needed:

Put a hole in the plastic bottle top and glue it to the CD over the centre.  Then blow up 
a balloon and attach the neck of the balloon to the plastic lid.  This is the trickiest part 

as it is quite hard to get the balloon over the lid - use a smaller lid if you have one.  
Twisting the balloon neck to keep the air in the balloon while you are doing this is also 
a good tip.  Once you get the balloon on then untwist the neck and the air should flow 

through the hole in the bottle top and the CD and make it hover.

Test out different sized holes in the lid and test the hovercraft on different surfaces to see 
where it moves best.  Build two hovercrafts and race them - you could blow them with a 

hairdryer to make them go faster.
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Year 6 Leavers Hoodies
It is hard to believe we are at this point in the year already, but we are starting to organise 

the Year 6 leavers hoodies.

Each hoodie will have: 

•    Whitnash Primary School and 2026on the front.
•    Names of Year 6 pupils on the back in the number ‘26’.
•    Own name above the ‘26’.
•    All hoodies will be blue with white writing.

You will need to pay for the hoodie via Parent Pay. Once payment has been made, please fill in and 
return the form attached to the letter send home, or email admin2324@welearn365.com with the 

following details:
•    Name on back.
•    Authorisation to put your child's name on every hoodie inside the big ‘26’.
•    Size required, here are the options:
              Size (Child 11-13)  £17.50   Chest 32-34”
              Size (Adult XS)      £21.80   Chest 36-38”
              Size (Adult S)        £21.80   Chest 38-40” 

Payment must be made via Parent Pay by Friday 22nd May 2026, otherwise you will not be able to 
purchase a hoodie.

This week, both year 2 classes went to 
Campion school to go pond dipping to 

support their learning about habitats. The 
children managed to spot and correctly 

identify many different creatures, 
including: tadpoles, dragonfly nymphs 

and pond snails! The children all 
collaborated well together and made 

some great scientific observations - well 
done all!
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We are noticing that we have an increasingly amount of children who are coming into school not 
wearing the correct uniform.

It is our policy that all children should wear school uniform when attending school, or when 
participating in a school-organised event outside normal school hours.

Our policy is based on the belief that a school uniform:
•    promotes a sense of pride in the school and encourages children to take pride in their appearance;
•    engenders a feeling of community and belonging;
•    is practical and smart;
•    identifies the children with the school;
•    is not distracting to learning;
•    makes children feel equal to their peers in terms of appearance;
•    is regarded as suitable, and good value for money, by most parents and carers;
•    has been designed with health and safety in mind.

Please follow this link to see the full Uniform Policy.
 Whitnash Primary School Policies

Please follow this link to see our  School Uniform List.
 Whitnash Primary School Uniform List

Please pay particular attention to:

• Black shorts.
• Plain white T-Shirt (no logos).
• Plain dark coloured jogging bottoms 
and sweatshirt (no logos) for the winter.
• Trainers/plimsolls (Velcro fastening 
recommended for younger children).

• For the sake of your child's safety, jewellery should not be worn in school with the 
exception of a watch and plain gold or silver stud earrings.  These are to be removed 
for swimming or PE by the child.  If earrings cannot be removed then they should be 
covered by plasters.
• Nail varnish should not be worn. If your child comes to school wearing nail varnish, 
you will be asked to remove it for the following school day.
• Long hair should be tied back. This applies to boys and girls.

School Uniform

Please ensure that all items of clothing are 
permanently labelled with your child's name.

Jewellery

P.E.

https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/Key_Information/Policies
https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/Parent_Resources/School_Uniform
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https://coolmilk.com/parents/
https://coolmilk.com/contact/
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Please ensure that children wear the correct PE kit, 
suitable for both indoor and outdoor lessons and 

playtimes. 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. Navy/black 
tracksuit or joggers and sweatshirt/hoodie. 

PE Days

Please ensure that the correct 
swimming kit is brought into 

school on your child’s allocated 
swimming day.

All PE kit should be plain or has the school badge on 
it. Brand logos are permitted but must be small. 

Other colours and football shirts may not to be worn.

Class PE Day

Holly & Ivy Wednesday

Hazel Wednesday & Thursday

Hawthorn Wednesday & Friday

Pine Monday & Friday

Cedar Monday & Friday

Maple Monday & Wednesday

Sycamore Wednesday & Thursday

Juniper Tuesday (swimming) & 
Friday

Chestnut  Friday

Ash Tuesday & Wednesday

Elm Tuesday & Wednesday

Oak Wednesday & Thursday

Rowan Wednesday & Thursday

Here are the days allocated to each class for PE.  
Please keep checking this list, as it can change, 

however, you will be notified via the class teacher if 
this happens.

Don't forget to put your 
child's name in their PE kit.

Doing so means that our school will be given extra funding for six years, which 
can help to fund valuable teaching and learning support for the school.

Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive 
funding for the holiday periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme.

You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online
 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals

Do you qualify for FREE SCHOOL MEALS?

Reasons to apply
Even if your child is currently receiving free school 

meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, 
you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you 

think you may be eligible.

https://warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
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The following pages are filled with information of 
things to do, things to see for you and your 

children in and around Warwickshire.

Children's Clubs 
and
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Family Support

The following pages contain lots of information 
for parent/family support.
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Tuesday 14 April 2026
This week's Family Information Service 
newsletter includes information about:

Jobs and Future Fair
Employment Rights Awareness Week 

2026
Setting up your young person's first 

phone
and much more!

Click here for Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/warwickshire/family-information-service-newsletter-1219204-96fqcdqqps-8832700?e=34400e9eb1
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Educaterers.co.uk

https://www.educaterers.co.uk/


20

Special Menus Coming Up
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Lunch Menu - 27 April 2026
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Download 2025/26 calendar herePlease note that dates are subject to change

https://irp.cdn-website.com/a842506c/files/uploaded/WCC+School+Term+-+Holiday+Dates+-+Inset+Days+2025-26.pdf

