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Dear Parents/Carers

Wishing you all a wonderful half term and we will see you all for our return to school on Tuesday 
24th February 2026.

 Mrs Donna Ellison - Headteacher

We remind all parents of the planned work on the school entrance that is scheduled to begin after half term. 
We also remind parents that strict measures will be in place over the use of the main entrance car park. We 

have to insist that all parents respect these changes and thank you all in advance for your cooperation. 

Goodbye

Today we say a sad goodbye to Mrs McKnight in Reception. We let parents know in our last newsletter that 
today was Mrs McKnight’s last day. We thank her for her contribution to Whitnash Primary once again and 

wish her well for the future.

We also have to bid farewell to Lesley Gregory. Mrs Gregory has been our Cleaning Supervisor for the last few 
years. She has worked tirelessly to help keep our school clean and well-presented for our pupils. We are going 

to miss her diligent work but wish her all the very best for her retirement. I am sure she is looking forward to 
finally putting up her feet with a cuppa!

After the half-term break, we will be hosting Parents' Evenings on Tuesday 24th and Thursday 
26th February. We request that all parents make an appointment as it is important to discuss 

children’s progress and next steps. We are keen that parents take this opportunity to meet their 
child’s class teacher so that we can continue to strengthen our home/school partnership. 

 We thank you in advance for your support and engagement. 

We have had a few complaints this week of unsafe parking and driving from some parents in the school and 
remind everyone that pupil safety is always the priority over convenience. 

Simon Storey from the Bicycle Bus has been in today to deliver an assembly to all of our Key 
Stage 2 pupils. Simon is generating interest in the Whitnash Primary Bicycle Bus and is keen to 
encourage our children to cycle to school. A letter has been sent out today to remind parents of 

this great initiative and encourage participation.  

Bicycle Bus

Parents' Evening

Change School Car Park Access
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Attendance

Mrs Miller Says ...

Please clearly label all cardigans, jumpers, PE kit, hoodies and coats.

Well Done Elm

We are a NUT FREE school
As we have several pupils with severe nut allergies, please do not send your child in with 

ANY nuts, or products containing nuts. This does include sesame seeds.

Juniper Class
Please remember that children will start swimming lessons on Tuesday 24th February (which is the first day back after 

half term) please ensure all children have their swimming kit with them. This is available to pay on Parent Pay.

F1 Club
Please note that, due to parents' evening, the F1 Club will not be going ahead on Thursday 26th February 2026.

 
Guitar Group

Please ensure your child's guitar sessions are paid on Parent Pay to ensure they keep their place. If for any reason your 
child no longer wants to take part, please inform the school office.

 
All Classes

Please note that if your child has a medical appointment, you must inform the school office beforehand. If the 
appointment is first thing in the morning and your child requires a lunch, the order must be called through before 

9.30am.
Urgent reminder to all parents

Can we please ask all parents to keep any balances on Parent Pay as minimal as possible. These really do put schools 
under unnecessary financial pressure. If you have a balance outstanding, please make regular payments to clear them.

Reminder that if your child is late to school for any reason and require a school lunch, this must be 
emailed or called through to the school office before 9.30am

 We would also like to remind parents and 
carers that you need to call the absence line 

each morning that your child is absent, 
before 9am with their symptoms or reason for 

absence.  You can also email 
admin2324@welearn365.com

Thank you for your  co-operation.

We want to remind parents and carers of the 
importance of getting children to school on 
time, so that they do not miss their learning.

Miss Emma Lindon
Attendance Champion

Children MUST be in the school building before 9.00am for registration.  Doors will be closed at this time and if children 
have missed this, they will need to be brought to the office by parents/carers to ensure that we have them marked as 

present in school and to make sure they have their lunches ordered.  If this does not happen, it runs the risk of the office 
not knowing children are in class and they will not be ordered a lunch.

 
LATE CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY THEIR PARENT/CARER SO THEY CAN SIGN 

THEM IN AND NOT LEFT TO ENTER ON THEIR OWN.

mailto:admin2324@welearn365.com
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This Week's Achievements - KS1
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Word Count Winners

Boomreaders of the week

Top QuizzesCHESTNUT
OAKOAK

Word Count

We say congratulations to ELM, for achieving their 4 million words, OAK, for achieving their 10 million words.  We 
also say congratulations to Delia for achieving her 1 million words, and Rufus, for achieving his 2 million words - 
fantastic!  We also say a very well done to Aarnav and Munesu for achieving their Bronze Raccoon award - well 

done!  Certificates will be with you shortly.
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 Congratulations to the Year 5 and 6 children 
who completed in the Sports Hall Athletics 

competition at Ryton Sports Connexions this 
week. The children showcased their fantastic 
athletic abilities and behaved impeccably all 

afternoon, showing sportsmanship, 
commitment and teamwork. Well done 

everyone! 

Holly & Ivy Celebrate 
Chinese New Year

We learned about the story of the Zodiac and 
created beautiful Chinese lanterns decorated 
with traditional symbols, carefully following 

instructions.
 To share our work, we proudly paraded our 

lanterns around the school for everyone to see 
while Chinese music played in the background. 

 We also played some instruments as we went.
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Enjoy the Ride - Design and Build a Rollercoaster or Marble Run

Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2

Spring 1 - 13.02.26
Engineering Challenge

The Challenge:  Design a rollercoaster track to carry a marble over a course that includes at least 
one hill and one jump, and that drops the marble in a cup at the end of the ride.

Or design a marble run with at least 8 slopes.

Suggested Materials:  Foam tube (cut in half this is ideal for making a roller coaster as it is really 
flexible), drinking straws, empty kitchen roll holders for tracks.

When creating your design you 
will need to create a track and 
supports for your track.  You 

should also make sure that your 
marble doesn't fall out of the track 

on it's way round.  Think about 
what you can do to give the 

marble enough momentum/speed 
to make it the whole way round 

the track and up any hills.  Look at 
the pictures of real rollercoasters 

and get some tips for your design.  
For extra difficulty you could try 

and include a loop in your 
rollercoaster.
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Thursday 6th March 2026
2026 is the 100 year anniversary of the first 

appearance of one of the world’s most famous and 
popular children’s series, Winnie the Pooh by AA 

Milne. We will therefore be taking the opportunity to 
theme our World Book Day around Winnie the Pooh.

On the day, the children are invited to come to school dressed up as an animal, 
as there are many that appear in the book. Please do not go out and buy 

anything specifically for this, we encourage children to use what they have at 
home and be creative. The children can come in as their favourite animal. 

Opporutnity will be given for children to talk about why they have chosen their 
animal/character.

The day will be based around the original story of Winnie the 
Pooh, where the characters are introduced, and the children will 

spend the day completing activities related to the book. 

During the week, the children will bring home a £1 book voucher 
which will enable them to get a free book. Simply take your book 
token to a book shop and and swap it for one of the special World 

Book Day books. Alternatively, it can be used to get £1 off any book 
or audio book costing £2.99 or more.

Participating stores are:

• Your local independent bookseller
• Asda
• Tesco
• The Works
• Waterstones
• Warwick Books
• Kenilworth Books

We’re very much looking forward to celebrating World 
Book Day, which could not happen without the support 

of parents and carers. 
 

Thank you for your continued support.
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All entrants are to be brought into school for the attention of
 Mrs Smith (Reception Teacher and Art Lead)

 who will collect and submit all artworks by Friday 27th February 2026.

•    AI-generated artwork cannot be accepted.
•    Artwork must be original, not closely copying or reproducing another 
artist’s work or ideas.
•    Please avoid using known comic, book illustration, or animated 
characters.
•    The same artwork cannot be submitted in multiple years.
•    Submissions should not include content or text that might be 
unsuitable for and exhibition open to artists aged 4–18.

Please note the Royal Academy’s key guidelines:

There is no set theme, so children can explore any subject that inspires them - 
whether it’s a landscape, portrait, abstract piece, or something entirely imaginative.

You can find out more about the competition on the Royal Academy’s website: 
Young Artists’ Summer Show https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/

We are delighted to share that our school is registered to take part in the Royal 
Academy of Arts Young Artists’ Summer Show – a wonderful opportunity to celebrate 

the creativity and talent of our children here at Whitnash!

Inspired by the Royal Academy’s famous Summer Exhibition, this national project 
showcases artwork by young artists aged 4–18 years from across the UK. Entry is 

completely free, and selected pieces will be displayed online and at the Royal 
Academy in London!

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/


11

The Bicycle Bus
Simon Storey is the organiser of The Bicycle Bus, founding Director 

of Cycle Infinity CIC and Bicycle Mayor of Warwick District.

A Bicycle Bus is a group of families riding to school together along a pre 
planned route picking up families at planned stops.  It is a chance to 

ride to school in a safe, fun environment. 

In a Bicycle Bus parents are 
asked to ride with their 

children. Parental feedback 
has been incredibly positive 

and parents have shared that 
their relationships with their 
children have strengthened 

because of this! 

The Bicycle Bus runs once a week, so you are not expected to ride every 
single day (unless you want to!), there’s no commitment to ride every single 
week, you join when you can, best of all it’s free!!!  Most children say that 

Bicycle Bus day is their favourite day of the week!!

If you would like to join The Bicycle Bus please complete this simple google form 
forms.gle/smUhKWPooK3rhDjj7 to be included, Simon will then be in touch.  If you want 
find out more information email him at simon@thebicyclebus.co.uk or take a look at the 

website www.thebicyclebus.co.uk.

https://forms.gle/smUhKWPooK3rhDjj7
https://www.thebicyclebus.co.uk/
mailto:simon@thebicyclebus.co.uk
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In the event of a closure, these are the procedures in place to let parents/carers know:

A text message will be sent to all parents/carers.
The message below will be placed on the website:

• You can also check on the Warwickshire Council website:

In the event of the school being closed due to snow, we encourage children to look at the 
class pages on the website.

At this time of year, schools begin to make plans for poor weather 
conditions and the potential of snow. Our number one priority is to keep 

the school open, but we have to also ensure the safety of all members of 
our school community. This can sometimes lead to unavoidable school 
closures whilst the school site is made safe. We may also opt to close 
due to it being deemed unsafe for staff to journey to school, or if travel 

delays are likely to impact safe pupil/staff ratios.

School Closures

Desk Top View Tablet View Mobile View

www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/Classes

Here they will find the homework activities that can be completed. MyMaths and Timetable 
Rockstars also provide ongoing learning for children to access from home.

• Check on local radio stations.

 www.warwickshire.gov.uk/schoolclosures

Children can also read, play, and enjoy the snow!

https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/Classes
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/schoolclosures
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https://coolmilk.com/parents/
https://coolmilk.com/contact/
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Please ensure that children wear the correct PE kit, 
suitable for both indoor and outdoor lessons and 

playtimes. 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. Navy/black 
tracksuit or joggers and sweatshirt/hoodie. 

PE Days

Please ensure that the correct 
swimming kit is brought into 

school on your child’s allocated 
swimming day.

All PE kit should be plain or has the school badge on 
it. Brand logos are permitted but must be small. 

Other colours and football shirts may not to be worn.

Class PE Day

Holly & Ivy Wednesday

Hazel Wednesday & Thursday

Hawthorn Wednesday & Friday

Pine Monday & Friday

Cedar Monday & Friday

Maple Monday & Wednesday

Sycamore Wednesday & Thursday

Juniper Tuesday & Friday

Chestnut Tuesday (Swimming)  & 
Friday

Ash Tuesday & Wednesday

Elm Tuesday & Wednesday

Oak Wednesday & Thursday

Rowan Wednesday & Thursday

Here are the days allocated to each class for PE.  
Please keep checking this list, as it can change, 

however, you will be notified via the class teacher if 
this happens.

Don't forget to put your 
child's name in their PE kit.

Doing so means that our school will be given extra funding for six years, which 
can help to fund valuable teaching and learning support for the school.

Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive 
funding for the holiday periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme.

You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online
 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals

Do you qualify for FREE SCHOOL MEALS?

Reasons to apply
Even if your child is currently receiving free school 

meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, 
you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you 

think you may be eligible.

https://warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
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The following pages are filled with information of 
things to do, things to see for you and your 

children in and around Warwickshire.

Children's Clubs 
and
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OFFER
Save 20% on all orders*

13th - 15th February 2026

Code:   LOVE20

* Offer excludes bundles, events 
hoodies, and clearance items

myclothing.com/discount/LOVE20

LINK:

https://www.myclothing.com/discount/LOV20
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Family Support

The following pages contain lots of information 
for parent/family support.
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This week's Family Information Service 
newsletter includes information about:

Waste Detectives workshops
Sensory sessions at Warwickshire Libraries

Warwickshire SEND newsletter
and much more!

Tuesday 03 February 2026

Download newsletter here

Download newsletter here

Thursday 05 February 2026
Welcome to the February special edition of 

the FIS newsletter!  
This month, we’re focusing on something 

simple that can make a big difference in your 
child’s life: sharing books together.

https://mailchi.mp/warwickshire/family-information-service-newsletter-1219204-96fqcdqqps-8831907?e=34400e9eb1
https://mailchi.mp/warwickshire/family-information-service-newsletter-8831741?e=34400e9eb1
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Lunch Menu - 23 February 2026
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Download 2025/26 calendar here

https://irp.cdn-website.com/a842506c/files/uploaded/WCC+School+Term+-+Holiday+Dates+-+Inset+Days+2025-26.pdf

