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Dear Parents/Carers

Wishing you all a lovely weekend.   Mrs Donna Ellison - Headteacher

Goodbye Mrs McKnight
It is sad to announce that Mrs McKnight will be leaving us at half term. Mrs McKnight has worked as part of 

our Reception/Early Years team for three years.  She has supported the development of our youngest 
children and has been a highly-valued member of our school. We wish her all the very best in her future 

endeavours and thank her for all she has done for our school. 

Resurfacing & Building Work

Please Remember - We Are A Nut Free School

We have been told that there will be no vehicle access on Langley Road from 19th February 2026. We are of the 
understanding that there will be some resurfacing of the pedestrian footpaths will begin during half-term. However, the 

school has not received any direct correspondence about this work. We believe that the works will enable collection and 
drop off times as usual. However, it is likely that extra care will be required and there will be some restrictions when the 
work is being completed. We therefore reiterate our standard request that parents park away from Masters and Langley 

Road and walk the short distance to bring children to school. This will help keep the road safe for our children

With all this considered, we are making the following requests for after the half-term break:
• Parents to remotely contact the office wherever possible on admin2324@welearn365.com or 01926 426773 
until the road/building work is complete.
• Parents to continue to contact the headteacher on ellison.d@welearn365.com or via 01926 426773.
• All parents to ensure their children are promptly on time for school by 8:55 am each day.
• All parents to use the allocated year group points for their children's drop off and collection, unless arriving 
by Warwickshire arranged school transport.
• All parents to collect at 3:15 pm only - any pre-existing early collection arrangements will cease.
• Only disabled badge holders with a pre-agreement from the Headteacher are permitted to use the car park 
at collection and drop off times. All pre-existing flexibility to cease.

This work looks likely to also coincide with the building work we have planned on our school entrance and office - 
scheduled to start after half-term.  A new glass frontage, roof work and the move of the school office to a different 

location at the front of the school is planned. This work will naturally lead to disruption for which we are already planning 
solutions. With the additional disruption from the council road work we thought we better give everyone an early heads-

up so we can be prepared. 

Given the restrictions of the site and Langley Road work, we will be strict on these stipulations and ask all parents to 
respect these requests. This will enable the school to manage health and safety and logistics. We are keen to reduce any 

element of traffic and congestion that can sensibly be avoided through working together.
 We thank you in advance your understanding and support.  

It has come to our attention that occasionally food or treats containing nuts are brought into school. Our staff 
are good at identifying when this has occurred and quick to ensure that this poses no danger to the few 

children we have in school with an allergy. However, we remind all parents of the importance of not sending 
any nut products into school to ensure that any small risk to the health of any child is completely avoided. 

mailto:admin2324@welearn365.com
mailto:ellison.d@welearn365.com
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Attendance

Mrs Miller Says ...

Please clearly label all cardigans, jumpers, PE kit, hoodies and coats.

Well Done Maple

We are a NUT FREE school
As we have several pupils with severe nut allergies, please do not send your child in with 

ANY nuts, or products containing nuts. This does include sesame seeds.

The Cool Kids Wear Their Coats
As the weather is very cold, children must have a named coat in school every day, as they will still be 

going outside for play.

All classes
Please ensure that all children have a named water bottle in school every day.

 
If you think that you may be eligible for free school meals, please email the council on https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-

learning/apply-free-school-meals 

Our next Rags2Riches collection will be on Friday 6th March. Please ask at the office if you would like any collection bags.

Please ensure that you keep the school updated with any contact changes. Also dietary changes, adding items back into children's 
diets that have previously been witheld. All changes must be emailed to the school office on admin2324@welearn365.com.

 KS2
As children transition from KS1 to KS2, they no longer receive a free piece of fruit each day at break time and so will need to bring 

a healthy snack such as a piece of fruit or vegetable to school with them.

Reminder that if your child is late to school for any reason and require a school lunch, this must be 
emailed or called through to the school office before 9.30am

 We would also like to remind parents and 
carers that you need to call the absence line 

each morning that your child is absent, 
before 9am with their symptoms or reason for 

absence.  You can also email 
admin2324@welearn365.com

Thank you for your  co-operation.

We want to remind parents and carers of the 
importance of getting children to school on 
time, so that they do not miss their learning.

Miss Emma Lindon
Attendance Champion

Children MUST be in the school building before 9.00am for registration.  Doors will be closed at this time and if children 
have missed this, they will need to be brought to the office by parents/carers to ensure that we have them marked as 

present in school and to make sure they have their lunches ordered.  If this does not happen, it runs the risk of the office 
not knowing children are in class and they will not be ordered a lunch.

 
LATE CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY THEIR PARENT/CARER SO THEY CAN SIGN 

THEM IN AND NOT LEFT TO ENTER ON THEIR OWN.

mailto:admin2324@welearn365.com
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
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This Week's Achievements - KS2
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Word Count Winners

Boomreaders of the week

Top QuizzesMAPLE OAKELM

Word Count

We say congratulations to CHESTNUT, for achieving their 3 million words, ROWAN, for achieving their 9 million 
words.  We also say a very well done to Alex, Evelyn  and Rufus, for achieving their Bronze Raccoon award - 

well done!
Certificates will be with you shortly.
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Vector drawings: Can you draw all of the 
separate shapes you can see? Can you make 

a new picture from the shapes you have. 

1.  July
2.  Dogs
3.  400

Last week’s Maths answers. 
KS1

Vector drawings: Can you draw all of the 
separate shapes you can see? Can you make 

a new picture from the shapes you have. 

KS2

Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2

Spring 1 - 06.02.26
Technology Challenge
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Friday 6th February 2026

Thank you to everyone who participated in Number Day 2026.  There 
were some brilliant outfits.   See next week's newsletter for more 
information on how much we raised and lots of photos of the day.

KS1 enjoyed national storytelling week by listening to 
the story "I am Nerfertiti" by Annemarie Anang. The 
children enjoyed creating a soundtrack for the story, 

thinking about whether sounds should be high pitch or 
low pitch to show how Nefertiti would be feeling. 

KS1 Enjoy National Story 
Telling Week

We then all joined in with 
a new dance at the end, 

using all the different 
skills we had learnt!
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Gravitrax Club
This half term we have been running our second Gravitrax STEM club for KS2 children.

Do you know what Gravitrax is?

GraviTrax is an interactive, electronic-free, modular marble 
run system for children over 8 years old. Using magnetic, 

gravity, and kinetic principles, players design and build 
customizable, 3D tracks to move marbles from start to 

finish. 

Each track is buit using different 
components built onto a base.

You need to be able to 
follow instructions, patience 
and above all team work!

Look out for a new Gravitrax club 
coming soon! 

What does it look like?

What do you 
need to build it?What does it look 

like with marbles?

Is it fun?

Yes yes 
yes!!
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All entrants are to be brought into school for the attention of
 Mrs Smith (Reception Teacher and Art Lead)

 who will collect and submit all artworks by Friday 27th February 2026.

•    AI-generated artwork cannot be accepted.
•    Artwork must be original, not closely copying or reproducing another 
artist’s work or ideas.
•    Please avoid using known comic, book illustration, or animated 
characters.
•    The same artwork cannot be submitted in multiple years.
•    Submissions should not include content or text that might be 
unsuitable for and exhibition open to artists aged 4–18.

Please note the Royal Academy’s key guidelines:

There is no set theme, so children can explore any subject that inspires them - 
whether it’s a landscape, portrait, abstract piece, or something entirely imaginative.

You can find out more about the competition on the Royal Academy’s website: 
Young Artists’ Summer Show https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/

We are delighted to share that our school is registered to take part in the Royal 
Academy of Arts Young Artists’ Summer Show – a wonderful opportunity to celebrate 

the creativity and talent of our children here at Whitnash!

Inspired by the Royal Academy’s famous Summer Exhibition, this national project 
showcases artwork by young artists aged 4–18 years from across the UK. Entry is 

completely free, and selected pieces will be displayed online and at the Royal 
Academy in London!

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/
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After an afternoon of Astronaut training where they had to pass a mental, physical, 
communication and analytical challenges they were all set to take off in the evening! 

Astro Camp 2026
Elm and Ash classes have now both had the chance to take in Whitnash 

Primary's Astro Camp. I know if you ask any of them they will tell you what a 
wonderful time they had...even if they were a little sleepy the day after! 

The children's evening activities included making constellation cups where they 
could shine a constellation of their choice onto the roof of their tent. Then they 

toasted marshmallows and went star gazing. Although both classes were not lucky 
enough to get a clear sky they both were able to star gaze with a little help from 

technology. 

After some hot chocolate and getting ready for bed in 
school, which felt very strange for them, they had the 

opportunity to sleep in tents overnight in the hall. 
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We would like to thank the staff that made this opportunity possible. Despite the fact that Astro 
camp is a nationally recognised Primary School opportunity, we are one of the only schools in the 
local area that choose to offer the children an overnight stay at school. We are very grateful to the 

staff who choose to support this and those staff who, in turn supported them! 

It was so much fun! My 

favourite part was roasting 

marshmallows by the fire and 

watching the movie with my 

friends. Penny

It was exhillerating experience 

sleeping over at school. My 

favourote bit was acuytally all 

of it! Rohan

Space camp was good and it 

helped us learn about being safe 

around fires and about all the 

skills needed to go into space. 

Prajna

It boosts your knowledge about 

sapce and you learn so much 

from all the activities. It was more 

than frun to spend a night at 

school. JJ
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On Thursday afternoon, our Year 3 gymnastics team took part in the second heat of the area competition, held at 
Leamington and Warwick Gymnastics Club. The team competed in two gymnastic elements against four other schools; floor 
routine and vault. Both elements were judged and scores for each gymnast added together to give the overall team score. At 
the end of the afternoon the score were announced and there were scenes of jubilation as Whitnash were announced overall 

winners for the day and taking home a gold medal each! 

We Have Achieved The Computing 
Quality Mark

Whitnash Primary School has been recognised 
for delivering high-quality computing education 
to young people, developing their digital skills 

and preparing them for the future. 

We have achieved the national Computing Quality Mark after evaluating our 
computing education and demonstrating high-quality provision. The 

Computing Quality Mark is awarded by the National Centre for Computing 
Education and recognises excellence of computing education offered by a 

school as part of their curriculum development through the Computing 
Quality Framework (CQF). 

We have completed all seven aspects of the CQF in order to receive the Computing Quality Mark, which 
recognises achievement in:

•    Leadership and vision 
•    Curriculum
•    Teaching, learning and assessment 
•    Workforce development 
•    Addressing the needs of each pupil
•    Enrichment, destinations and careers 
•    Impact and outcomes

The National Centre for Computing Education (NCCE) is funded by the Department for Education and supporting 
partners, to improve the provision of computing education in England.

Year 3 Gymnastics Team

The judges and staff from other schools were 
thoroughly impressed, not only by the skills on 

demonstration by the Whitnash team, but also by 
their memory for the routine and their sportsmanship 

and organisation throughout the event.  

 The team now go through to compete in the county 
finals later this term after coming second (by only 
two points!) over the two days out of thirteen local 
schools. Huge congratulations to our winning team 

and a massive thank you to Miss Michiko for 
accompanying the team and coaching them so well 

in the lead up to the competition. Bring on the 
county finals!
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KS1 Eco-Council
We would like to show you how to make a bird feeder using some recycled materials. 

 Follow the steps below to make your own. 

Toilet roll inner
Lard
Seeds
String/ribbon
Stick
Knife
Scissors

You will need:

Spread lard all over the 
cardboard—you need a good 

thick layer.

Cover the lard with seeds. Carefully make a hole on 
each side of your tube to 

push your stick through—this 
will help the birds to perch 
while they enjoy the seeds!

Tie your string securely with a 
knot.

Hang your bird feeder outside.Make 2 holes at the top and 
thread the string through.

We wonder which birds will come and visit your bird feeder!

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Step 4 Step 5 Step 6
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The Bicycle Bus
Simon Storey is the organiser of The Bicycle Bus, founding Director 

of Cycle Infinity CIC and Bicycle Mayor of Warwick District.

A Bicycle Bus is a group of families riding to school together along a pre 
planned route picking up families at planned stops.  It is a chance to 

ride to school in a safe, fun environment. 

In a Bicycle Bus parents are 
asked to ride with their 

children. Parental feedback 
has been incredibly positive 

and parents have shared that 
their relationships with their 
children have strengthened 

because of this! 

The Bicycle Bus runs once a week, so you are not expected to ride every 
single day (unless you want to!), there’s no commitment to ride every single 
week, you join when you can, best of all it’s free!!!  Most children say that 

Bicycle Bus day is their favourite day of the week!!

If you would like to join The Bicycle Bus please complete this simple google form 
forms.gle/smUhKWPooK3rhDjj7 to be included, Simon will then be in touch.  If you want 
find out more information email him at simon@thebicyclebus.co.uk or take a look at the 

website www.thebicyclebus.co.uk.

https://forms.gle/smUhKWPooK3rhDjj7
https://www.thebicyclebus.co.uk/
mailto:simon@thebicyclebus.co.uk
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Friends of Whitnash PTA

My name is Alice and I am the secretary for the Friends of 
Whitnash PTA. I am mum to 2 little people, a girl in year 2 and a 

little boy who will hopefully be in reception here next year!

On the committee for 2026, I am joined by the wonderful Charli who has stayed 
on as Chair on the PTA, and the amazing Hannah who is now the treasurer, 
having been Vice-treasurer last year. Both also have children in Year 2, and 

Hannah also has a boy in Reception as well.

Our aim, as a PTA, is simple: to enrich school life by funding extra resources for the 
children and supporting the brilliant work of our teachers. You can help us do this by:

• Volunteering at events

• Offering a one-off skill (graphic design, baking, DIY, photography, etc.)

• Sharing ideas for activities or improvements

If you’d like to get involved, please catch us on the playground or email us at  
friendsofwhitnash@gmail.com to be added to the PTA volunteer WhatsApp group. No commitment by 
joining, but you’ll be the first to know what’s going on and how to help if you are able to. New faces are 

always welcome, whether you are relatively new to the school or been here for a while!

There are also ways of raising money for the school from the comfort of your own home!

• Easy fundraising – Download the App, register with Friends of Whitnash PTA as your charity 
and then shop like normal, 100s of shops such as M&S, Tesco, Argos will donate a percentage 
of what you spend. No extra cost for you and the school gets money.

•  Stikins name labels (www.Stikins.co.uk)– Buy name labels for your child’s clothes with the 
school code – 25295 and Friends of Whitnash PTA get 30% commission. Win Win!

You can find the minutes from our last AGM on the school's website:
www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/Parent_Resources/Friends_of_Whitnash

 
 I look forward to seeing you around the playground, and hopefully getting to know you throughout the 

school year.
 

All the best,

Alice

Hello

https://friendsofwhitnash@gmail.com/
https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/Parent_Resources/Friends_of_Whitnash
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In the event of a closure, these are the procedures in place to let parents/carers know:

A text message will be sent to all parents/carers.
The message below will be placed on the website:

• You can also check on the Warwickshire Council website:

In the event of the school being closed due to snow, we encourage children to look at the 
class pages on the website.

At this time of year, schools begin to make plans for poor weather 
conditions and the potential of snow. Our number one priority is to keep 

the school open, but we have to also ensure the safety of all members of 
our school community. This can sometimes lead to unavoidable school 
closures whilst the school site is made safe. We may also opt to close 
due to it being deemed unsafe for staff to journey to school, or if travel 

delays are likely to impact safe pupil/staff ratios.

School Closures

Desk Top View Tablet View Mobile View

www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/Classes

Here they will find the homework activities that can be completed. MyMaths and Timetable 
Rockstars also provide ongoing learning for children to access from home.

• Check on local radio stations.

 www.warwickshire.gov.uk/schoolclosures

Children can also read, play, and enjoy the snow!

https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/Classes
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/schoolclosures
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https://coolmilk.com/parents/
https://coolmilk.com/contact/
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Please ensure that children wear the correct PE kit, 
suitable for both indoor and outdoor lessons and 

playtimes. 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. Navy/black 
tracksuit or joggers and sweatshirt/hoodie. 

PE Days

Please ensure that the correct 
swimming kit is brought into 

school on your child’s allocated 
swimming day.

All PE kit should be plain or has the school badge on 
it. Brand logos are permitted but must be small. 

Other colours and football shirts may not to be worn.

Class PE Day

Holly & Ivy Wednesday

Hazel Wednesday & Thursday

Hawthorn Wednesday & Friday

Pine Monday & Friday

Cedar Monday & Friday

Maple Monday & Wednesday

Sycamore Wednesday & Thursday

Juniper Tuesday & Friday

Chestnut Tuesday (Swimming)  & 
Friday

Ash Tuesday & Wednesday

Elm Tuesday & Wednesday

Oak Wednesday & Thursday

Rowan Wednesday & Thursday

Here are the days allocated to each class for PE.  
Please keep checking this list, as it can change, 

however, you will be notified via the class teacher if 
this happens.

Don't forget to put your 
child's name in their PE kit.

Doing so means that our school will be given extra funding for six years, which 
can help to fund valuable teaching and learning support for the school.

Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive 
funding for the holiday periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme.

You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online
 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals

Do you qualify for FREE SCHOOL MEALS?

Reasons to apply
Even if your child is currently receiving free school 

meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, 
you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you 

think you may be eligible.

https://warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
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The following pages are filled with information of 
things to do, things to see for you and your 

children in and around Warwickshire.

Children's Clubs 
and
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Family Support

The following pages contain lots of information 
for parent/family support.
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This week's Family Information Service 
newsletter includes information about:

Waste Detectives workshops
Sensory sessions at Warwickshire Libraries

Warwickshire SEND newsletter
and much more!

Tuesday 03 February 2026

Download newsletter here

Download newsletter here

Thursday 05 February 2026
Welcome to the February special edition of 

the FIS newsletter!  
This month, we’re focusing on something 

simple that can make a big difference in your 
child’s life: sharing books together.

https://mailchi.mp/warwickshire/family-information-service-newsletter-1219204-96fqcdqqps-8831907?e=34400e9eb1
https://mailchi.mp/warwickshire/family-information-service-newsletter-8831741?e=34400e9eb1
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Thursday 12th February 2026
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Lunch Menu - 09 February 2026
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Download 2025/26 calendar here

https://irp.cdn-website.com/a842506c/files/uploaded/Calendar_2024-25.pdf

