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Dear Parents/Carers

Wishing you all a lovely weekend.
      Mrs Donna Ellison - Headteacher

Lateness & Punctuality

Our PTA members met on Thursday for the first meeting of the new year. During the 
meeting they shared the annual reports and the tremendous success they have had with 

funding raising through great events for our children and families. The support for our 
school from this dedicated group of parents is so welcomed and valued. We are hopeful 
that more parents will join the PTA this year, as with so few members it is hard to provide 

the range and frequency of events we would all like for our school community. 

We just want to flag that lateness and punctuality is becoming really problematic at the moment. Not only do 
children miss settling into school with their friends, some morning messages, and their learning, pupil lateness 

also creates a considerable amount of additional work for the school office. This means that other work, such as 
getting dinner numbers promptly to the kitchen, managing calls, emails, and the answer phone are all delayed.

Handwriting & Presentation Skills

Today children across the school have focused National Handwriting Day, learning and focusing 
through lots of fun activities on the fine and gross-motor skills needed for handwriting development.  

Huge thanks to Mrs Crow for driving these changes for our school. 

National Handwriting Day

PTA Meeting

We send our special thanks to Mrs Stanford who is stepping down from her role as Treasurer this term. She has done an 
incredible job of managing the funds raised and supporting the introduction of the card payment system for PTA events. With 

one member down, I know that the team would be very grateful of any expressions of interest to support them moving 
forward.  Please let us know if you are interested in joining or supporting in any way.

This has wider implications for us as a school and impacts our ability to provide an efficient service to 
everyone - not to mention adding some additional stress for our wonderful office team!  It is also obvious that 

the entrance hall becomes far busier than is ideal, and on days when we have assemblies and additional 
planned visitors, this can certainly feel chaotic. Please can everyone help to ensure children are in school at 

the expected time. We appreciate your understanding and cooperation. 

This week we have begun an even greater focus on the development of children's handwriting and presentation skills. Mrs 
Crow is now our new Handwriting and Presentation Lead. She has provided recent training to staff on the revised school 

policy and approach to handwriting at Whitnash. This policy includes a more consistent use of language for all teaching staff 
to use to help children understand letter positioning - we will provide a summary and guide to these changes for parents 

through a letter and information for the website.

Mrs Crow will also be introducing a new reward system for children who are making good progress and improvement with 
their handwriting, despite not being quite ready for a pen. We are hopeful that this acts as an additional motivator for 

children striving for their 'Pen Licence'.

For any cake lovers among you, we know you are likely to appreciate the reference to 
the Victoria Sandwich with most letters sitting in the jam layer! Yum!



Please note that not all pages are listed here.
Please click on page number to take you directly to the page.

Contents

3

4

6

8

9
  

10

 11
 

12

13
 

14
  

16

16

17

19

23

24

Attendance/Mrs Miller Says

This Week's Achievements - KS2

Maths Challenge/Word Count

STEM Challenge - Science

Number Day 2026

Focusing on Attendance
 
Young Artists' Summer Show
 
Football Festival/Sports Activities to do at Home

Rags2Riches Collection Day

School Closure Information

Allocated PE Days

Do You Qualify For Free School Meals?

Clubs & Community Events

Family Support Information

Menu

What's On?

2



3

Attendance

Mrs Miller Says ...

Please clearly label all cardigans, jumpers, PE kit, hoodies and coats.

Well Done Hazel

We are a NUT FREE school
As we have several pupils with severe nut allergies, please do not send your child in with 

ANY nuts, or products containing nuts. This does include sesame seeds.

The Cool Kids Wear Their Coats
As the weather is very cold, children must have a named coat in school every day, as they will still be 

going outside for play.

All classes
Please ensure that all children have a named water bottle in school every day.

 
If you think that you may be eligible for free school meals, please email the council on https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-

learning/apply-free-school-meals 

Our next Rags2Riches collection will be on Friday 6th March. Please ask at the office if you would like any collection bags.
Reminder that if your child needs any medicine whilst they are at school, this must be brought to the office by an adult where there 
will also be paperwork to sign. Without this we will be unable to administer the medicine. Children must not be given any medicines 

to bring in on their own.
 Years 3-6

Please can we ask parents to keep any balances for school lunches to a minimum. These put schools under huge financial 
pressure.

KS2
Reminder that as children transition from KS1 to KS2, they no longer receive a free piece of fruit each day at break time and so will 

need to bring a healthy snack such as a piece of fruit or vegetable to school with them.

Reminder that if your child is late to school for any reason and require a school lunch, this must be 
emailed or called through to the school office before 9.30am

 We would also like to remind parents and 
carers that you need to call the absence line 

each morning that your child is absent, 
before 9am with their symptoms or reason for 

absence.  You can also email 
admin2324@welearn365.com

Thank you for your  co-operation.

We want to remind parents and carers of the 
importance of getting children to school on 
time, so that they do not miss their learning.

Miss Emma Lindon
Attendance Champion

Children MUST be in the school building before 9.00am for registration.  Doors will be closed at this time and if children 
have missed this, they will need to be brought to the office by parents/carers to ensure that we have them marked as 

present in school and to make sure they have their lunches ordered.  If this does not happen, it runs the risk of the office 
not knowing children are in class and they will not be ordered a lunch.

 
LATE CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY THEIR PARENT/CARER SO THEY CAN SIGN 

THEM IN AND NOT LEFT TO ENTER ON THEIR OWN.

mailto:admin2324@welearn365.com
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
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This Week's Achievements - KS2
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Word Count Winners

Boomreaders of the week

Top QuizzesCHESTNUT
OAKOAK

Word Count

Maths Challenge

We say congratulations to JUNIPER, for achieving their 1 million words.
We also say a very well done to Eduard for achieving his Bronze Raccoon award.

Certificates will be with you shortly.
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PLEASE NOTE THEY MUST HAVE REMOVABLE LIDS.

Year 3 can you collect shoe boxes with removable lids please?
You will need these for a very exciting lesson!

If anyone else has any shoe boxes they can donate, please bring them 
into school.

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school when they're unwell.  Here is 
the NHS guidance to help parents/carers decide if they should send their child to school.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

If you do keep your child at home, it is important to remember to phone 
the school on the first day and let us know that your child won't be in 

and give the reason.

There are government guidelines for schools and nurseries about health protection and managing 
specific infectious diseases at GOV.UK. 

 These say when children should be kept off school and when they shouldn't.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities
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Challenge
ST EM

Science
Technology

Engineering
Maths

Spring 1 - 23.01.26
Science Challenge

Do you enjoy solving problems, spotting patterns, experimenting, or creating new things? This week's STEM challenge is 
designed to get you thinking like a scientist, technologist, engineer or mathematician!

Take on the challenge, test your skills, and have fun exploring the world of STEM. Don’t forget to document your work—
snap pictures, record your answers and add them to your learning log. You can also email them to the class email 

address to share your discoveries!

Why not upload your STEM home learning challenge to our padlet? 
 Scan code for access

Key Stage 2Key Stage 1



9

Number Day is coming to Whitnash Primary School! 

 It’s on Friday 6th February and the following events will 
be taking place:

•    We will be having themed maths lessons throughout 
the day focused on number.

•    We will be taking part in the Times Table Rock Stars 
number day challenge. 

•    We will be taking part in Dress up for Digits. Come to 
school in an item of clothing with a number on it (football 
shirt, cap, netball shirt or even a onesie!). Or get even 

more creative by dressing in a maths or numbers theme! 
•    With an aim of raising money for the NSPCC, we are 

asking for donations to support the day.

A letter will be sent out soon, so, give your times tables a 
tweak and get your digits dancing for Number Day 2026!
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School attendance is crucial for academic success, social-emotional growth, and building 
essential life skills.  This directly links to better grades, stronger peer relationships, improved 

confidence, and readiness for future work and adulthood. 

  Missing school leads to falling behind, difficulty catching up, and can negatively impact long-
term life outcomes. 
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All entrants are to be brought into school for the attention of
 Mrs Smith (Reception Teacher and Art Lead)

 who will collect and submit all artworks by Friday 27th February 2026.

•    AI-generated artwork cannot be accepted.
•    Artwork must be original, not closely copying or reproducing another 
artist’s work or ideas.
•    Please avoid using known comic, book illustration, or animated 
characters.
•    The same artwork cannot be submitted in multiple years.
•    Submissions should not include content or text that might be 
unsuitable for and exhibition open to artists aged 4–18.

Please note the Royal Academy’s key guidelines:

There is no set theme, so children can explore any subject that inspires them - 
whether it’s a landscape, portrait, abstract piece, or something entirely imaginative.

You can find out more about the competition on the Royal Academy’s website: 
Young Artists’ Summer Show https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/

We are delighted to share that our school is registered to take part in the Royal 
Academy of Arts Young Artists’ Summer Show – a wonderful opportunity to celebrate 

the creativity and talent of our children here at Whitnash!

Inspired by the Royal Academy’s famous Summer Exhibition, this national project 
showcases artwork by young artists aged 4–18 years from across the UK. Entry is 

completely free, and selected pieces will be displayed online and at the Royal 
Academy in London!

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/
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Sports Activities To Do At Home

This week, a group of 10 Year 6 girls took part 
in a Football Festival. The children took part in 
a range of football activities, focusing on the 
skills of passing and dribbling. They also had 
the opportunity to compete against other local 

schools. Three individuals from the group 
achieved awards for football skill, engagement 

in the session and great teamwork. The 
children enjoyed taking part in this event and 

had a lot of fun! Well done girls.
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In the event of a closure, these are the procedures in place to let parents/carers know:

A text message will be sent to all parents/carers.
The message below will be placed on the website:

• You can also check on the Warwickshire Council website:

In the event of the school being closed due to snow, we encourage children to look at the 
class pages on the website.

At this time of year, schools begin to make plans for poor weather 
conditions and the potential of snow. Our number one priority is to keep 

the school open, but we have to also ensure the safety of all members of 
our school community. This can sometimes lead to unavoidable school 
closures whilst the school site is made safe. We may also opt to close 
due to it being deemed unsafe for staff to journey to school, or if travel 

delays are likely to impact safe pupil/staff ratios.

School Closures

Desk Top View Tablet View Mobile View

www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/Classes

Here they will find the homework activities that can be completed. MyMaths and Timetable 
Rockstars also provide ongoing learning for children to access from home.

• Check on local radio stations.

 www.warwickshire.gov.uk/schoolclosures

Children can also read, play, and enjoy the snow!

https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/Classes
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/schoolclosures
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https://coolmilk.com/parents/
https://coolmilk.com/contact/
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Please ensure that children wear the correct PE kit, 
suitable for both indoor and outdoor lessons and 

playtimes. 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. Navy/black 
tracksuit or joggers and sweatshirt/hoodie. 

PE Days

Please ensure that the correct 
swimming kit is brought into 

school on your child’s allocated 
swimming day.

All PE kit should be plain or has the school badge on 
it. Brand logos are permitted but must be small. 

Other colours and football shirts may not to be worn.

Class PE Day

Holly & Ivy Wednesday

Hazel Wednesday & Thursday

Hawthorn Wednesday & Friday

Pine Monday & Friday

Cedar Monday & Friday

Maple Monday & Wednesday

Sycamore Wednesday & Thursday

Juniper Tuesday & Friday

Chestnut Tuesday (Swimming)  & 
Friday

Ash Tuesday & Wednesday

Elm Tuesday & Wednesday

Oak Wednesday & Thursday

Rowan Wednesday & Thursday

Here are the days allocated to each class for PE.  
Please keep checking this list, as it can change, 

however, you will be notified via the class teacher if 
this happens.

Don't forget to put your 
child's name in their PE kit.

Doing so means that our school will be given extra funding for six years, which 
can help to fund valuable teaching and learning support for the school.

Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive 
funding for the holiday periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme.

You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online
 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals

Do you qualify for FREE SCHOOL MEALS?

Reasons to apply
Even if your child is currently receiving free school 

meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, 
you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you 

think you may be eligible.

https://warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
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The following pages are filled with information of 
things to do, things to see for you and your 

children in and around Warwickshire.

Children's Clubs 
and
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Family Support

The following pages contain lots of information 
for parent/family support.
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This week's Family Information Service newsletter includes information 
about:

Kidz to Adultz exhibition
Energy Savers Week

Communication workshop
and much more!

Tuesday 20 January 2026

Download newsletter here

https://mailchi.mp/warwickshire/family-information-service-newsletter-1219204-96fqcdqqps-8831742?e=34400e9eb1
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Lunch Menu -  26 January 2026
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Download 2025/26 calendar here

https://irp.cdn-website.com/a842506c/files/uploaded/Calendar_2024-25.pdf

