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Dear Parents/Carers

Wishing you all a lovely weekend.
      Mrs Donna Ellison - Headteacher

The Bicycle Bus

On Monday afternoon and evening, children in the KS2 choir attended the 
Young Voices concert at the Birmingham Arena.  This amazing annual event 
sees schools from across the country join together for rehearsals through the 

afternoon culminating in a fabulous concert for parents in the evening.  As 
always the atmosphere was electric and the children thoroughly enjoyed the 

experience.  We send our sincere thanks to Miss Simmons for her 
commitment to organising and supporting this opportunity.  

This week the Bicycle Bus started for our families.  This is a special one as it was the first 
Bicycle Bus of 2026 in Leamington and Warwick.  It also means that now every school in 

Whitnash has a Bicycle Bus initiative operating. 
 It was Whitnash Primary School 's inaugural Bicycle Bus where there were six 'on the bus'.

Recommended Reads
Mrs Norris has been busy updating the books in the entrance hall with 
the recommended reads year groups.  We hope children enjoy looking 

at those books whenever waiting the in the school entrance.  These 
books are also there to give parents ideas for great reading material for 

their children.

We express our sincere thanks to our teaching staff in KS2 who are 
supporting the year 6 booster classes in preparation for the year 6 
Statutory Assessment Tests (SATS).  We strongly encourage pupils 
invited to attend, as we know that these classes have a significant 

impact on the positive outcomes for children in these assessments and 
their preparation for secondary school.

Year 6 Booster Classes

Young Voices Concert

We also send a huge thank you to Mrs Minns, Mrs Mcknight and Miss Moore, for giving up 
their evening to support our pupils enabling them to attend.  We look forward to being able to 

offer this opportunity to KS2 choir again next year. 

 One child told their parent at the school gates that The Bicycle Bus is BRILLIANT!
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Attendance

Mrs Miller Says ...

Please clearly label all cardigans, jumpers, PE 
kit, hoodies and coats.

Well Done Pine

We are a NUT FREE school
As we have several pupils with severe nut allergies, please do not send your child 
in with ANY nuts, or products containing nuts. This does include sesame seeds.

The Cool Kids Wear Their Coats
As the weather is getting very cold, children must have a named coat in school 

every day, as they will still be going outside for play.

All classes
Please ensure that all children have a named water bottle in school every day.

If you think that you may be eligible for free school meals, please email the council on 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 

Years 3-6
Please can we ask parents to keep any balances for school lunches to a minimum. These put 

schools under huge financial pressure.

Reminder that if your child is late to school for any reason and require a school lunch, this must be 
emailed or called through to the school office before 9.30am

Guitar
Please ensure your child's place is paid for on Parent Pay to keep their place.

F1 Club
Please note that club will not take place on Thursday 26th February. A reminder text will be sent 

out nearer the time.

 We would also like to remind parents and 
carers that you need to call the absence line 

each morning that your child is absent, 
before 9am with their symptoms or reason for 

absence.  You can also email 
admin2324@welearn365.com

Thank you for your  co-operation.

We want to remind parents and carers of the 
importance of getting children to school on 
time, so that they do not miss their learning.

Miss Emma Lindon
Attendance Champion

mailto:admin2324@welearn365.com
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
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This Week's Achievements
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This Week's Achievements
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Word Count Winners

Boomreaders of the week

Top QuizzesROWAN OAKOAK

Word Count

Maths Challenge

We say congratulations to ASH, for achieving their 3 million words, as well as OAK and ROWAN, for achieving 
their 8 million words  We also say congratulations to Kaiyan in OAK class, for achieving their 1 million words - a 

great achievement!  Certificates will be with you shortly.
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Year 5 had an out-of-this-world day on their trip to the 
National Space Centre! The children learned about 

planets, astronauts, space travel and more. A highlight 
was the planetarium which explored how astronauts are 
trained and an interactive show where pupils discovered 

how forces work to make sure rockets blast off!

Year 5 Visit The National Space Centre 
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Sports Activities To 
Do At Home
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Number Day is coming to Whitnash Primary School! 

 It’s on Friday 6th February and the following events will 
be taking place:

•    We will be having themed maths lessons throughout 
the day focused on number.

•    We will be taking part in the Times Table Rock Stars 
number day challenge. 

•    We will be taking part in Dress up for Digits. Come to 
school in an item of clothing with a number on it (football 
shirt, cap, netball shirt or even a onesie!). Or get even 

more creative by dressing in a maths or numbers theme! 
•    With an aim of raising money for the NSPCC, we are 

asking for donations to support the day.

A letter will be sent out soon, so, give your times tables a 
tweak and get your digits dancing for Number Day 2026!
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You may have heard but and Usborne 
company called 'Once Upon Our 
Story, were  running a Facebook 

competition/poll for a school to win a 
free Usborne book bundle…and 
congratulations-we came in third 

place!  Because we were so close, 
the company have decided to give 
second and third place a prize also, 

so thank you for all who voted.  

Competition Results

'Thank you to Emma at Once Upon a Story for the books. '

2026 is the National Year of 
Reading.  It provides a national 

context for schools to strengthen 
and celebrate reading, with 

particular emphasis on reading for 
pleasure, fluency and language 

development. For our school, this 
is not a new initiative but is 
reinforcing our passion for 

encouraging Reading for pleasure.

Year of Reading 2026 is about 
protecting what matters most—time to 

read, to listen, and to enjoy books. 

Over the course of the year, there will 
be various reading activities that will be 
taking place, which will give the children 
the opportunity to experience a range of 

text types and hopefully reinforce our 
goal of all children enjoying reading.
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Project 1:  
Reduce The Amount of  Plastic Waste

Eco-Council are collecting the items listed below for an upcoming arts 
day where they will be used to create topical art.



12

In the event of a closure, these are the procedures in place to let parents/carers know:

A text message will be sent to all parents/carers.
The message below will be placed on the website:

• You can also check on the Warwickshire Council website:

In the event of the school being closed due to snow, we encourage children to look at the 
class pages on the website.

At this time of year, schools begin to make plans for poor weather 
conditions and the potential of snow. Our number one priority is to keep 

the school open, but we have to also ensure the safety of all members of 
our school community. This can sometimes lead to unavoidable school 
closures whilst the school site is made safe. We may also opt to close 
due to it being deemed unsafe for staff to journey to school, or if travel 

delays are likely to impact safe pupil/staff ratios.

School Closures

Desk Top View Tablet View Mobile View

www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/Classes

Here they will find the homework activities that can be completed. MyMaths and Timetable 
Rockstars also provide ongoing learning for children to access from home.

• Check on local radio stations.

 www.warwickshire.gov.uk/schoolclosures

Children can also read, play, and enjoy the snow!

https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/Classes
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/schoolclosures
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Friends of Whitnash PTA
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Friends of Whitnash PTA
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https://coolmilk.com/parents/
https://coolmilk.com/contact/
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Please ensure that children wear the correct PE kit, 
suitable for both indoor and outdoor lessons and 

playtimes. 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. Navy/black 
tracksuit or joggers and sweatshirt/hoodie. 

PE Days

Please ensure that the correct 
swimming kit is brought into 

school on your child’s allocated 
swimming day.

All PE kit should be plain or has the school badge on 
it. Brand logos are permitted but must be small. 

Other colours and football shirts may not to be worn.

Class PE Day

Holly & Ivy Wednesday

Hazel Wednesday & Thursday

Hawthorn Wednesday & Friday

Pine Monday & Friday

Cedar Monday & Friday

Maple Monday & Wednesday

Sycamore Wednesday & Thursday

Juniper Tuesday & Friday

Chestnut Tuesday (Swimming)  & 
Friday

Ash Tuesday & Wednesday

Elm Tuesday & Wednesday

Oak Wednesday & Thursday

Rowan Wednesday & Thursday

Here are the days allocated to each class for PE.  
Please keep checking this list, as it can change, 

however, you will be notified via the class teacher if 
this happens.

Don't forget to put your 
child's name in their PE kit.

Doing so means that our school will be given extra funding for six years, which 
can help to fund valuable teaching and learning support for the school.

Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive 
funding for the holiday periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme.

You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online
 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals

Do you qualify for FREE SCHOOL MEALS?

Reasons to apply
Even if your child is currently receiving free school 

meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, 
you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you 

think you may be eligible.

https://warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
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The following pages are filled with information of 
things to do, things to see for you and your 

children in and around Warwickshire.

Children's Clubs 
and
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This week's Bicycle Bus is a special one!

It was the first Bicycle Bus of 2026 in 
Leamington and Warwick.

It was Whitnash Primary School 's inaugural 
Bicycle Bus where we had 6 'on the bus' (from 

little acorns, great oak trees grow!)

This is the 16th initiative I have set up across 
the country, mainly here in Warwickshire, 
giving families a safe, fun alternative to 

driving!  The 2.5 mile route is almost entirely 
on cycle infrastructure.

One child told their parent at the school gates 
that The Bicycle Bus is BRILLIANT!

This means that now every school in 
Whitnash has a Bicycle Bus initiative 

operating.

It was also my 200th Bicycle Bus!!! I 
started The Bicycle Bus and have run it 
at least once a week during school term 

time since.

What a way to celebrate, by starting 
another initiative helping families be 

more active and connected.

If you want a Bicycle Bus at your school, 
get in touch at  

simon@thebicyclebus.co.uk
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Family Support

The following pages contain lots of information 
for parent/family support.
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This week's Family Information Service newsletter includes information 
about:

A winter safety guide from Child Accident Prevention Trust
Barnardo's winter wellness workshops

Voice of Warwickshire
and much more!

Tuesday 13 January 2026

Download newsletter here

https://mailchi.mp/warwickshire/family-information-service-newsletter-1219204-96fqcdqqps-8831670?e=34400e9eb1
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Lunch Menu -  19 January 2026
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Download 2025/26 calendar here

https://irp.cdn-website.com/a842506c/files/uploaded/Calendar_2024-25.pdf

