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Dear Parents/Carers
Pumpkin Competition

It is likely the weather after the holiday will be a great deal colder, so please 

remember to return to school with your coats for the playground. 

 Wishing you all a wonderful weekend.

    Mrs Donna Ellison - Headteacher

Mad Hatter's Bingo

Well done and thank you to all the children who entered the annual Pumpkin 

Competition. Teachers thoroughly enjoyed seeing all the entries via the class email 

accounts. The designs were incredible and we know that children will have all had 

fun carving their spooky creations.

Tonight is the Mad Hatter's Bingo evening arranged by the Whitnash 

Primary PTA. We are very grateful for all the effort and hard work that 

has gone into offering our school community this great event. We 

know that Bingo evening has always made for a popular PTA event 

and tickets to attend have sold well.

Tomorrow is an INSET day. During the day staff will focus on training to further 

ensure all children are accessing the highest quality teaching in the classroom, 

as well as learning more about different interventions which benefit children with 

Special Educational Needs.

INSET DAY

Of course, it is always tough choosing the winners, but the nature of competition means that difficult 

decisions were needed! Later in the newsletter you will be able to see the winning pumpkins. As 

promised, those winners have taken home a prize today.

We hope that with even more parental support, our wonderful PTA will be able to continue to 

provide more opportunities for families to take part in. The PTA funds raised will support the 

development of the school's sensory garden. We thank all attendees in advance for their 

support of the school.  

During the week we have also had a visit from our allocated Read, Write Inc consultant. These visits 

review our school performance in Phonics and help ensure that all intervention and class-based 

phonic lessons are raising attainment for all children. We thank Mrs Bowyer for her leadership of 

Phonics and for organising these valuable reviews. 
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Attendance

 We would also like to remind parents and 

carers that you need to call the absence line 

each morning that your child is absent, 

before 9am with their symptoms or reason for 

absence.

Thank you for your  co-operation.

We want to remind parents and carers of the 

importance of getting children to school on 

time, so that they do not miss their learning.

Miss Emma Lindon

Attendance Champion

Mrs Miller Says ...

Please clearly label all cardigans, jumpers, PE 

kit, hoodies and coats.

Well Done Elm

We are a NUT FREE school
As we have several pupils with severe nut allergies, please do not send your child 

in with ANY nuts, or products containing nuts. This does include sesame seeds.

We have poppies in the school office if any children, parents and 

carers would like to make a donation.

Chestnut

Chestnut class will continue swimming after half term. The payment item is now live on Parent Pay for payment.  We 

have had a message from Newbold Common Leisure Centre reminding parents and carers that children should not 

be wearing any form of jewellery or watches in the pool. Hair should be tied up and whereas it is not compulsory, they 

would like to encourage the use of swimming hats.

All Classes

Now that the weather has changed, can we please ensure that ALL children have a named coat in school at all times.

If your child needs to take medicine during the school day, please bring it to the school office where there is 

paperwork to fill out. Please do not give it to children to bring in.  

Please make sure you are paying off your Parent Pay balances.

If you are not receiving text messages from the school, please double check that your 

mobile number is recorded in the 'mobile' section in settings. If you have recorded it 

under 'main' that is ok but it also needs to be in 'mobile'.
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This Week - KS1 Achievements
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Word Count Winners

Boomreaders of the week

Top QuizzesSYCAMORE
OAK

ROWAN

Word Count

Maths Challenge

Congratulations!
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Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 9th November 2025

All About The Poppy

What is Remembrance?

Poppies are on sale from 

the school office.

The red poppy is a symbol of Remembrance 

and of hope, including hope for a positive 

future and a peaceful world.

Remembrance honours the service and 

sacrifice of our Armed Forces, veterans and 

their families.  They protect our way of life.

Secondary School Places

If you have not yet applied for your child's secondary school place, you have until 

 Friday 31 October 2025 to submit your application.

There is a range of useful information on the Warwickshire County Council website to help you apply, 

including a list of all local schools, a priority area map and a handy video to help you make realistic 

choices of schools. For these and guidance on how to apply, visit 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/applying-secondary-school-place.

PLEASE NOTE THAT IF YOU MISS THE DEADLINE, YOUR APPLICATION WILL NOT BE 

DEALT WITH UNTIL AFTER THE OFFER DAY - 2ND MARCH 2025 and you may not get your 

preferred school.

Also if you only put one school preference and you do not get this, then 

you may given a school you do not want or is not local to you.  It is 

advisable to list as may preferred schools as possible.

If you need help, please do not hesitate to contact the school on

 01926 426773.

Ash & Elm
Change of PE Day

Please note that after half-term, Year 5's 

PE days will be Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays.

However, there will be no PE on the first 

Wednesday back ( 5th November) as 

they will be experiencing an Anglo 

Saxon workshop.

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/applying-secondary-school-place
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Challenge
STEM

Science
Technology

Engineering
Maths

Autumn 1 - 24.10.25

Maths Challenge

Do you enjoy solving problems, spotting patterns, experimenting, or creating new things? This week's STEM challenge is 

designed to get you thinking like a scientist, technologist, engineer or mathematician!

Take on the challenge, test your skills, and have fun exploring the world of STEM. Don’t forget to document your work—

snap pictures, record your answers and add them to your learning log. You can also email them to the class email 

address to share your discoveries!

Why not upload your STEM home learning challenge to our padlet? 

 Scan code for access

Key Stage 2Key Stage 1

Hetty the hedgehog would like to buy 

15 plants for her garden. She wants 

to buy the same number of each 

flower. How many of each flower 

should she get?

Tara made a pictogram to show all the 

rainy days during the first 6 months of 

the year:

Decide if the following are true or false:

1.  There were 6 rainy days in April

2.  April had one more rainy day than May

3.  Only one month had over 10 rainy days

4.  There were 46 rainy days in total
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W I N N E R S
Thank you to everyone who entered the competition this year.  

We had so many wonderful entries, it was really hard for the 

teachers to pick winners.  However, they have managed to, and 

here they are.  Don't they all look amazing!  Well done everyone!

Halloween Pumpkin Competition

Holly - Isabel
Ivy - Oscar

Hazel - Josephine 
Hawthorn - Erin

Pine - Olivia
Cedar - James

Maple - Lily
Sycamore - Ela,Oscar
Juniper - Layla-Rose
Chestnut - Gaspar

Ash - Bowie 
Elm - Moises
Oak - Raisa

Rowan - Jessica

Bowie

Olivia

James

RaisaMoises

Josephine

Gaspar
Oscar

Jessica

Isabel

Ela

Lily

Layla-Rose

Erin

Oscar
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Autumn Term Parents Evenings are on the following days:

3.30pm - 5.30pm - Classes:    Holly, Ivy, Hazel, Hawthorn, Pine, Cedar, Sycamore, Juniper, Chestnut, 

                                                Ash, Rowan, Oak.

3.30pm - 5.20pm - Classes:    Elm

3.30pm - 4.40pm - Classes:    Maple

 Tuesday 4th November 2025

 Thursday 6th November 2025

3.30pm - 6.00pm - Classes:    Holly, Ivy, Hazel, Hawthorn, Pine, Cedar, Maple, Sycamore, Chestnut, Ash, 

                                                Rowan.              

3.45pm - 6.00pm - Classes:    Juniper & Oak

Go to parents-booking.co.uk/whitnashprimary

Login to see which appointments are available and select one that is convenient for you.

 

You will need:

• Your forename and surname (these must match those we have on record for you)

• Your child’s first name, surname and date of birth

Planet Protectors

We invite you to enter our 

Eco-Selfie Competition

To enter, simply take a photo of your family taking action to protect the environment. This could be 

anything from turning off lights, recycling, composting, planting trees, creating bee-friendly flower 

patches, litter picking, saving water, or cycling to school—whatever your family chooses! 

To enter: 

1.    Open our competition Padlet: https://padlet.com/gilesl3/eco-selfie-competition-tucpdh9pucsdz2p9

           or use this QR code to access.  

2.    Upload your photo in the Whitnash Primary School section.

3.    Add a one-sentence explanation of the action shown.

4.    Label it with your child’s first name and year group

Please note: Photos and accompanying text will be 

visible to children and parents from all participating 

schools via the shared Padlet. By entering, you are 

consenting to this.

This runs until 14th November.  For more information see letter shared via email.

http://parents-booking.co.uk/whitnashprimary
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We Are So Proud Of Our New Reception Classes

We would like to take a moment to let you know how proud we are of your children and how 

well they have settled into school life. They have adapted brilliantly to their new Reception 

routines, and we are so pleased with their growing confidence and independence.

As we move into the next half term, we kindly ask that all morning goodbyes take 

place at the Reception gate now. This helps us to maintain a calm and settled 

start to the day.

To support this, we are gently asking all families that parents and carers should not 

be entering the classroom. We also ask that everyone leaves the playground by 

9:00am, this is when registration closes, so we can close the gate and ensure staff 

are fully focussed on supporting the children inside.

If your child is still needing a little extra support with their transition, please don’t 

hesitate to speak with Mrs Jennings or Mrs Smith.

Please speak to your child about these slight changes to help them feel prepared. 

Your continued support makes a real difference and is truly appreciated.

Once again, a huge well done to all of our Reception children for completing their first half term at school.

We are so proud of every one of them.

Clocks Go Back 

Sunday 26th October 2025
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• Make sure a responsible adult or guardian goes with you - it could be an older 

            brother or sister if they're over 16.

• Plan your route before you leave the house and make sure someone else knows

           where you are going.

• Carry a torch and wear reflective or light-coloured clothing so you can be seen.

• Stay close to home and if possible only visit the houses of people you know.

• NEVER enter a stranger's home.

• Stay on pavements and check carefully before crossing a road - especially if there's

          a large group of you.

• Throw away any treats or sweets that have been opened or unwrapped.

• If you are wearing a mask, make sure that you can see clearly out of it.

• Make sure your costume is warm - it is almost November!

Keeping Safe On Halloween
On Halloween, lots of you will be heading out on the streets to trick or treat.

Here are some tips to help you enjoy trick or treating, while staying safe.

Bonfire Night Safety

The majority of accidents happen at private parties. Organised displays will be safer than having a party of your own. If 

you do hold your own party, make sure you follow the firework code, shown below. 

• Only buy fireworks marked BS 7114

• Don’t drink alcohol if setting off fireworks

• Keep fireworks in a closed box

• Follow the instructions on each firework

• Light them at arm’s length, using a taper

• Stand well back

• Never go near a firework that has been lit

• Even if it hasn’t gone off, it could still 

explode

• Never put fireworks in your pocket or 

throw them

• Always supervise children around 

fireworks

• Light sparklers one at a time and wear 

gloves

• Never give sparklers to a child under five

• Keep pets indoors

• Warn your neighbours beforehand - so 

they are aware and can make necessary 

preparations

• Only burn dry material, do not burn 

anything which is wet or damp, this causes 

more smoke

• Check there are no cables (telephone 

wires etc) above the bonfire

• Build the bonfire away from sheds, 

fences and trees

• Don’t use petrol or paraffin to start the fire 

it can get out of control quickly

• Keep a bucket of water or a garden 

hose nearby - in case of emergencies

• Don’t leave the bonfire unattended

• Keep children and pets away from 

the bonfire

• Don’t throw any fireworks into the 

fire

• Don't burn aerosols, tyres, canisters 

or anything containing foam or paint - 

this could produce toxic fumes and 

some containers may explode, 

causing injury

• Once the bonfire has died down, 

spray the embers with water to stop it 

reigniting.

Firework Code Bonfire Safety Tips Once the bonfire is lit ...

Don't let off fireworks after 11pm

If you have a bonfire, follow these 

simple guidelines: 
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Wednesday 26 November 2025
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Friends of Whitnash PTA

Bingo Night

This week we had our much-anticipated Mad Hatter’s Bingo Night, and we are so excited to see 

so many of you supporting the PTA while winning some fabulous prizes.

We want to take this opportunity to thank the incredible local businesses that donated to help the PTA raise 

those vital funds to support the school!

• The Sheep room: Local maker & 3D printing specialist - fidgets, home decor, corporate gifts & custom 

designs

• Soul Footprint: Tracey at Soul Footprint is ready to soothe your soul through your soles. Offering mobile 

reflexology treatments in the comfort of your own home

• TKT Cheerleading: Elevate your game with the explosive energy, precision, and spirit of TKT Cheer & 

Dance. We’re more than a team — we’re a family built on discipline, determination, and a drive to excel. 

From elite cheer routines to dynamic dance performances, we bring unmatched intensity to every stage 

and competition. Join the movement. Train hard. Perform harder. Shine with TKT.

• The Sweetest Touch: If you are looking to treat yourself, why not treat yourself to some wonderful 

sweets. The Sweetest Touch offers all sorts of sweets, chocolates, marshmallows and fudge all whilst 

boosting a 5-star hygiene rating.

• Pretty Hair Mobile by Simone: I turn up with the scissors & sass. You sit pretty. Colours, cuts or chaos? 

I handle it all.

• CC Coaching with Matt: Offering 1:1 football coaching for children, it's time to level Up Your Skills — 

One Session at a Time.

• Dream Cleans by Lauren and Katie: Professional cleaning services covering Warwick, Leamington, 

Kenilworth and surrounding areas. Where perfection shines!

• Cycle Infinity CIC: A not-for-profit organisation with endless cycle services for the community. Award 

winning British Cycling coach and Bicycle Mayor for Warwick District, Simon Storey, offers learn to ride, 

cycle skills improver, family friendly guided rides, maintenance workshops, Dr Bike and of course, The 

Bicycle Bus. Catering for children and adults. To get in touch, hello@cycleinfinity.co.uk.
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https://coolmilk.com/parents/
https://coolmilk.com/contact/
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Please ensure that children wear the correct PE kit, 

suitable for both indoor and outdoor lessons and 

playtimes. 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. Navy/black 

tracksuit or joggers and sweatshirt/hoodie. 

PE Days

Please ensure that the correct 

swimming kit is brought into 

school on your child’s allocated 

swimming day.

All PE kit should be plain or has the school badge on 

it. Brand logos are permitted but must be small. 

Other colours and football shirts may not to be worn.

Class PE Day

Holly & Ivy Wednesday

Hazel Wednesday & Thursday

Hawthorn Wednesday & Friday

Pine Monday & Friday

Cedar Monday & Friday

Maple Monday & Wednesday

Sycamore Wednesday & Thursday

Juniper Tuesday & Friday

Chestnut Tuesday (Swimming)  & 
Friday

Ash Tuesday & Wednesday

Elm Tuesday & Wednesday

Oak Tuesday & Thursday

Rowan Tuesday & Thursday

Here are the days allocated to each class for PE.  

Please keep checking this list, as it can change, 

however, you will be notified via the class teacher if 

this happens.

Don't forget to put your 

child's name in their PE kit.

Doing so means that our school will be given extra funding for six years, which 

can help to fund valuable teaching and learning support for the school.

Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive 

funding for the holiday periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme.

You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online

 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals

Do you qualify for FREE SCHOOL MEALS?

Reasons to apply

Even if your child is currently receiving free school 

meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, 

you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you 

think you may be eligible.

https://warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
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The following pages are filled with information of 

things to do, things to see for you and your 

children in and around Warwickshire.

Children's Clubs 
and
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Family Support

The following pages contain lots of information 

for parent/family support.
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14 October 2025

This week's Family Information Service 

newsletter includes information about:

 Child Friendly Warwickshire newsletter

Early years workshops

Halloween fun this October half-term

  and much more!

Click here to view Newsletter.

https://mailchi.mp/warwickshire/family-information-service-newsletter-1219204-96fqcdqqps-8830705?e=34400e9eb1
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Lunch Menu -  20 October 2025
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What's On ...
Please note that these dates are subject to change

Download 2025/26 calendar here

October 2025

24 Friday Day INSET - School Closed to Pupils

27-31 Week Week Half-Term

31 Friday Day Closing Date For Secondary Applications

1 Saturday Day Application Opens For Reception 2026/27

03 Monday Day Autumn 2 Term Starts

03 Monday Day Bikeability

04 Tuesday 3.30-
5.30pm Teacher Consultation Evening

05 Wednesday Day Year 5 Anglo Saxon Workshop

05 Wednesday Lunch Bonfire Menu

06 Thursday Day Year 2 - Transport Museum

06 Thursday 3.30-
6.00pm Teacher Consultation Evening

11 Tuesday Day Year 3 - Compton Verney

11 Tuesday Day St John's House Visit School

12 Wednesday tbc Year 2 Trip to the Cinema

26 Wednesday AM Rags to Riches Collection

November 2025

https://irp.cdn-website.com/a842506c/files/uploaded/Calendar_2024-25.pdf

